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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – February 15, 2002

Lesson 3– Heaven and Your Very Own Treasure

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only nonmeritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17  
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Heaven

Vocabulary: Heaven, believe

Promise: Rom 8:32 “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” (NIV)

Scriptures:
1. Receive rewards - 1 Cor 3:8 “The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.”  Col 3:24 “since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”  2 Tim 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  (8) Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day…and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”
2. Meet loved ones - 1Thes 4:14 “We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.”
3. Enjoy glories in heaven – Revelation Chapters 21-22
4. You will be with Christ forever - John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  1 Cor 13:12 “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”  2 Cor 5:8 “We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”
5. Serve and praise the Lord for eternity – Revelation 7:9-17, Rev 22:3 “No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.”  (NIV)
Presentation
Your Very Own Treasure.

There is a place that is even better than anyplace you or I have ever been or even imagined.  It is called heaven.  Heaven is God’s home.  He lives there with Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  They are not alone in their house just like you are not alone in your house.  God has a big family with Him in heaven.  He is encircled by angels who serve Him and all the people who have believed and Jesus who have died already.   

People who love and follow Jesus are promised a place in heaven. When new babies are born, the family prepares a special room for the new baby.  The room is the nursery.  It holds things needed to love and care for the baby.  Jesus left this earth to go prepare a special place for people He loves and who love Him.  His home is a place where all believers and angels join in unending worship to God.  It is a home where there is great happiness.  Everyone in heaven shares in God’s work.

Heaven is bigger than Disney World and Sea World combined.  It is bigger than Texas or America or the whole world, or even all the stars and planets in the sky!  Can you imagine?

Let me describe heaven for you.  First of all, when you get to heaven you can go anywhere without getting lost.  If you could go anywhere in the universe where would you go?  Would you like to see the sun up close?  Well, you could, and without getting hot or sunburned.  Why?  Because you get a special body that lets you go anywhere and do anything.  You can even go through solid walls and objects!  You know all the neat things you can do at Disney World?  Well, you can do anything in heaven.  You can fly.  You can lift a huge meteor.  Do you want to go to Mars?  Well, you will be able to go to Mars or any planet.  And you can swim under water for as long as you want, too!  

You can eat a whole houseful of candy and chocolate and never get sick.  I can eat a thousand donuts and never get fat!  With your special body, you never get tired.  If you want to sleep, you can.  Or you can stay up and play games for three weeks solid.  You never get sick, never go to the doctor, and you never get a shot.  You never cry or feel pain either.  As a matter of fact, nothing can hurt you.  You can do anything.  

(Ask you children)


If you could do anything, what would you do?


What would you like to do that you’re not old enough to do now?



If you had all the money you wanted, and you could spend it only on yourself, how would you spend it?

Well, God knows everything you love to do, to eat, to play, to wear, and He even knows a lot of things you like that you don’t even know you like yet, and He’s got them all together, just for you, ready and waiting in heaven…in your very own mansion with YOUR VERY OWN TREASURE!

Now there are some rules in heaven.  And I think you should know them.  

1. You can never be unhappy.  

2. You can never be bored.  

3. You can never go to school or do homework, never wash dishes, never clean you room, or eat Brussels sprouts…unless you want to.

4. You can never be ugly, stupid, dumb, clumsy, embarrassed, shy, afraid, or lonely.

There is so much more that I can’t begin to tell you all of it today.  Oh, I forgot one thing.  You can’t pay for anything in heaven.  That’s right!  Someone has already paid for everything.  It’s all FREE!

Jesus Christ paid on the cross, and you must believe that!  Because if you don’t believe Jesus did pay for us, then you can’t get into heaven.  If you think you can pay your own way…you’re wrong!  You can’t!

I believe Jesus Christ died for my sins and for your sins, too.  So, I’m going to heaven, and I’d like you to go with me.  But I can’t make you.  If you want to go, we’ll fly to Mars together, we’ll play games all day long, and we’ll eat a thousand candy bars.

If you want to go to heaven, just believe that Jesus Christ has paid for your sins.  He died on the cross for you.  You don’t have to say it to me.  You don’t even have to say it out loud.  Just think in your mind, “I believe in Jesus Christ.”

If you want that big treasure God has for you in heaven, all you have to do is believe in Jesus only to get into heaven.  Now that you’re going to heaven when you die there is something you must do in order to get your treasure and reward in heaven.  You must obey Jesus’ rules and live in the plan He has for you on earth.   You must study God’s Holy Word everyday and believe it with all your heart and soul.  You must live the way the Bible tells you to live and you must be kind and nice to people and never disobey your parents.  When you do sin you must tell God the Father what you did wrong and He will forgive you every time. 

I think that is good news, don’t you?  Heaven is FREE and you get to be happy forever and live with Jesus who loves you.  Don’t forget to thank God for His most wonderful gift, Jesus Christ, your Savior.

Close in prayer 
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