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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – July 5-August 8, 2002

Lesson 7 – Bible Doctrine

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only nonmeritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17  
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Bible Doctrine
Vocabulary: Bible Doctrine, Holy Spirit, Pastor/teacher
Promise: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God, and observe it.  Luke 11:28b
Doctrine: 
1. Jesus Christ created Bible doctrine.  It is His thinking and His will.
2. Bible doctrine is your guide.
3. The Holy Spirit delivers Bible doctrine to you.  He teaches you the doctrine and how to use it.
4. When you are in God’s plan, the Holy Spirit is in control.
5. God wants you to be a hero and be happy.

6. God has provided Bible doctrine as the means.
Scriptures:

   1. The words of His mouth, treasured more than my necessary food.  Job 23:12 “I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.” (NIV)

   2. Restoring the soul.  Ps 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.” 
3.  Unfolding of your Word gives light, understanding.  Ps 119:130 “The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.”
4.  Hear the Word of the Lord.  Isa 1:10 “Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!”
5.  Word accomplishes God’s plan.  Isa 55:11 “so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
6.  God’s Word transforms the mind of the believer.  Rom 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
7.  The Bible, a mirror showing the glory of God. 2 Cor 3:18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
8.  All Scripture is inspired by God.  2 Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,”
9.  A more sure word of prophecy.  2 Pet 1:19 ”And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.”
10. Bible story: conversion by reading the Word of God. Acts 8:25-40 Read Bible story.
Presentation
Don’t forget your suitcase!  All right, what do we know so far?  Well, God has a marvelous adventure for you.  It’s the journey of a lifetime.  When you believe in Jesus Christ, you start your journey.  It is exciting, eventful, challenging, and of course, wonderful.  

But let’s be practical for a minute.  Who would want to go into this adventure empty-handed? What should you take with you?  Take what you always take on a trip: a suitcase.

Oh, but this isn’t just any suitcase.  This is your soul.  And it’s not full of pajamas, a swimsuit, and insect repellent.  It’s packed with Bible doctrine.

Who provides the suitcase?

Who provides the doctrine?

That’s right.  Like everything else we have, God provides Bible doctrine.

You see, Bible doctrine is all we need for our journey.  Bible doctrine has the map with the correct road to take.  It has the list of travel instructions and the rules of the road.

For instance,


What does Bible doctrine tell you to do if you do something wrong?  (Rebound-confess)


What does Bible doctrine tell you to do if you need help?  (Pray)

Bible doctrine has your emergency kit.  Remember, your promises are in there.


What is one promise we have learned?  (Psalms 56:3 “When I am afraid I will think of you.”)

Jesus Christ created Bible doctrine for us to reach our treasure.  But Bible doctrine is in code.  There is no way you can decode it.  The Holy Spirit is the only One who can, and He decodes Bible doctrine only for believers in God’s plan.  Then the Holy Spirit delivers the doctrine to us, teaches it to us, and tells us when and how to use it.  This is how He does it.

Someone teaches you Bible doctrine.  It may be Mom or Dad.  They learn from a man who studies the Bible and teaches it to them.  This man is a pastor-teacher.  Many others listen to a lesson on tape or read books like this one from their pastor-teacher.  You don’t have to be in a church to learn Bible doctrine.

Remember, the Holy Spirit is God.  He knows everything.  He knows where you are.  He knows you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He knows you want Bible doctrine.

The Holy Spirit knows where you are.  Even if you lived in a petrified tree stump two miles north of the Hekla Volcano in Iceland, He would know exactly where you were at all times.

The Holy Spirit will get Bible doctrine to you.  You can be the only person around your petrified tree stump for a thousand miles.  If you want Bible doctrine, the Holy Spirit will get you all you want.  It may be in a church.  It may be from a tape or a book.  It could be in a bottle washed up on the shore.  Who knows?  It could be scratched on the backs of a hundred mammoth turtles.  It doesn’t matter.  Where you are doesn’t matter.  Who you are doesn’t matter.  Do you want to learn Bible doctrine?  That is the only thing that matters.

When we are in God’s plan, the Holy Spirit is at the controls.  He decodes the doctrine so we can learn it.  Then He loads it into our suitcase…our soul.  

During our journey, we will need directions.  The Holy Spirit finds the Bible doctrine in our suitcase and gives it to us.  Then He helps us use the doctrine to find our way.

Guess what we do?  That’s right.  We choose to open the suitcase.  If we don’t open it, we don’t get doctrine.  Do you see a pattern here?

Who does everything?  Who does nothing but choose?

One more thing: the Holy Spirit’s power is only available as long as we stay on the road.  On the road, the Holy Spirit is at the controls, and everything is bright and clear.  Off the road, we are out of God’s plan.  The Holy Spirit has left the controls.  We are traveling in the fog.

Here are two questions for you:


What is the only Bible doctrine the Holy Spirit can give you when you are off the road?  (Rebound-confess)


What is the only Bible doctrine the Holy Spirit decodes for the unbeliever?  (Salvation)

All right, let’s go over this one more time just to be sure.  

The Holy Spirit is responsible for all the Bible doctrine we will need on the trip.

His power alone decodes the doctrine and makes it understandable.

We open our suitcase, and the Holy Spirit packs it with Bible doctrine.

We open our suitcase, and the Holy Spirit takes out the doctrine we need to use.

If we don’t stay on the road, the Holy Spirit doesn’t stay at the controls.

So what are you going to pack in your suitcase?
Close in Prayer
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