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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – March 7, 2003

                               Lesson 14– Restoration: Day One

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…

9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17 for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Restoration of Light
Vocabulary: chaos, God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, God the Son, heaven, heavens, wasteland.
Promises: John 8:12 “gain therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world; he who follows me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.’ “
Presentation
First Day of Restoration

Long ago there was a time when nothing existed…no earth, no moon, no sun, no stars, no universe…nothing.  In an instant, the entire universe appeared.  God had created the heavens and the earth.  Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

How did God make the heavens and the earth?  He spoke and it was done.  He just said a word, and the universe was created.  Psalms 33:6 “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of His mouth.”  Heb 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”  Just as amazing is that God made the heavens and the earth out of nothing.  Psalms 8:3 “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place…”
We are not told what the first earth was like, but it must have been beautiful.  There were no storms, no rain; the weather was perfect, never too hot or too cold.  There were no floods, no volcanoes, and no earthquakes; everything was just right.  Who made this perfect place?  God did.  

Then, something terrible happened.  Lucifer, God’s chosen guard for His throne, became jealous of God.  He made a bad decision he chose to disobey God.  The fallen angels made one bad decision when they said “no” to God; and a second bad decision when they said “yes” to Satan by joining him in his rebellion.  They sinned against God and their sin destroyed their life with God.  Lucifer lost his wonderful place by the throne of God and became known as Satan, the enemy of God.  And where do you think Satan and his fallen angels went?  Down to God’s beautiful new earth and they took their “no” button, negative volition with them. 2 Cor 4:4 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  Isa 14:12 “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!”

Everything Satan and the fallen angels touched was ruined.  The once beautiful, perfect earth was now a nasty, disgusting garbage dump.  God planned for someone to live on the earth, but not these fallen angels.  So God banished them from the earth.  Isa 45:18 “For this is what the Lord says…He who created the heavens, He is God; He who fashioned and made the earth, He founded it; He did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited…He says: "I am the Lord, and there is no other.”
Because Satan and his angels left the earth in a state of chaos, a total mess, God flooded the earth with water.  Then He removed all the light and heat from the earth, leaving a dark wasteland enclosed with an ice pack…a cold, ugly, filthy, lifeless little planet.  Gen 1:2 “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  Jer 4:23 “I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone.”  2 Pet 3:5 “But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.”
One day God looked sown on the earth and decided to make it as beautiful as it once was.  God the Father planned how this would be done.  God the Holy Spirit would clean up the earth.  Psalms 104:30 “When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.”  Then God the Son would create all that was new upon the earth.  Col 1:16 “
For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”  Heb 1:2 “…but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.”
God took six days to restore the earth.  The seventh day God took a day of rest from His works and admired the job He had done.  Gen 2:2 “By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all His work.”
God the Holy Spirit moved over the frozen waters which covered the earth.

Gen 1:2 “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”

The ice melted and the clean up had begun.  

God decided the darkness of the earth was not good, so on the first day God restored light.  In an instant the voice of God said: Gen 1:3 “…Let there be light," and there was light.”
God saw the light was perfect and good, and He separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light “day” and He called the darkness “night.”  Nighttime and daytime were God’s work on the first day of restoring the earth. I John 1:5 “This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.”

Application of Bible Doctrine:

1. Long before we were born God made a plan for each one of us.  God’s plan gave us life when we were born and a place to live.  In God’s plan for each of us, God gave us Jesus Christ who died for our sins.  God has eternal life ready to give us the instant we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  God even has a place for us to spend forever…heaven.  God knew everything we would need before we were born.

2. Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.  Those who do not believe in Jesus Christ are in the darkness.  Anyone can come into the light by believing in Jesus Christ.  God does not want us to be in the dark.

3. Next time you are in the dark, remember God is always with you, night and day.  Heb 13:5 “…be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  He made the night and day.  If you are a member of God’s family by faith in Jesus Christ (John 1:12 “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God…”), God will take care of you.  So you see, you need never be afraid, night or day.  God does not want us to be in the dark.

4. God did not restore the earth because He wanted a prettier planet.  God restored earth as the perfect home for each one of us.  God is not going to let Satan, his fallen angels, or anyone else destroy our home.  God is always thinking of us.

Close in prayer: Father, thank you for the wonderful earth you gave us.  Help us to be good soldiers for Christ on earth so we can tell others about His salvation gift.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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