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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – April 12, 2003

Lesson 18– How God Made Man

Subject: Creation of Man

Promise: Psalms 100:3 “Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.”
Vocabulary: Adam, eternal life, Garden of Eden, human spirit, soul, trichotomous

Bible Doctrine to Be Taught: Man was created after the earth had been perfectly prepared for him; after God created light, darkness, plants, and animals.  Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Gen 1:21 “
So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.”  Gen 1:26-27 “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.  (27) So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  The man’s body was really unique, especially formed and made out of the dust (elements and chemicals) of the ground. 

Gen 2:7 “The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”  The first man, Adam, was created with three parts (trichotomous)…a body, soul, and human spirit.  God breathed into him the breath of life.  Man’s soul was made in the image of God, possessing self-consciousness (“I Am”), self-determination (“I will”), and moral reasoning (“I ought”).
The body of the Lord Jesus Christ, the second Adam, was specially prepared for Him.  Heb 10:5b

“…but a body you prepared for me.”  The Lord Jesus Christ was made like man, yet without sin.  Rom 8:3 “For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man.”  Philippians 2:7 “…but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”  Heb 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are…yet was without sin.”  

The woman was taken from Adam’s rib to live by his side as his wife.  Gen 2:18 “The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."  Before man ever came upon the scene, God had already provided the man’s perfect surroundings and supplied his every need.  With the creation of the first man and woman, God’s work of creation and restoration was complete.  On the seventh day, God rested from all His works and declared a memorial to His grace.  Gen 2:1-3 “Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in their entire vast array.  (2) By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.  (3) And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.”
Presentation: 
How God Made Man
You came from your mom and dad.  Your mom and dad came from their mothers and fathers.  But long before that, there lived a man who had no mother and no father.  He was the first man.  We are going to learn how God made the first man.
After God had finished the heavens and the earth, the plants and the animals, He said in Gen 1:26a “Let Us make man.”  But how would He make Man?

God made man’s body in a different and special way.  We have learned that God can make something out of nothing.  He can also use whatever is around.  God made the heavens and the earth out of nothing.  He made plants and animals out of nothing.  God made the man out of something and also out of nothing.

First, God made the man’s body.  God tells us in the Bible that He took the dust of the ground to form the body for the man.  Gen 2:7 “The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground…”  
Potassium, nitrogen, carbon, and sodium are just some of the chemicals in the dust of the ground.  God used chemicals from the ground to make a body for Adam.

God formed all the parts inside man: the bones, the heart, the lungs, the veins, and the stomach.  He formed the feet and legs, the arms and the hands, the torso, a neck, and a perfectly shaped head.  The body was now finished, but it was still just a figure made of dust.  

There he was: feet and hands that could not move; eyes that could not see; ears that could not hear; a mouth that could not speak; a brain that could not think.  There was no life in the body.  His body, as well as our own bodies, are only shells in which the real you lives. 

Our bodies are empty and useless until God breathes life into us when we are born.  Although Adam was not born, his shell still had no life in it until God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” (Gen 2:7b)
Suddenly the man moved.  His body was alive and he knew it.  He blinked his eyes.  He could see!  He could speak, walk, and run!  He could think!  He had knowledge!  God had made the man’s body out of something…the dust of the ground…and the real man (the soul) inside that body God had made out of nothing!

Man’s body possessed only biological life. When God breathed into the man He gave him soul-life and spirit-life.  Man then possessed three kinds of life (trichotomous).  With his soul, he could know and understand the things in the world around him; with his soul, he could make decisions, for God had given man volition, just like the angels.  He could say “yes” and “no” as he wished.  

God also gave the man a human spirit, his spirit-life.  With his human spirit the man could know, understand, and love God.

God did what He said He would do.  He would make man “in God’s image, after God’s likeness.” (Gen 1:26a-27) 

We are special; our souls are made in the likeness of God.  Our bodies don’t look like God, but we are like God in our souls.

Our souls give us the ability to recognize ourselves, to think and remember, to feel happy or sad, to know right from wrong, and to choose yes or no.

No one can see God.  John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and only (Jesus Christ), who is at the Father's side, has made Him known.”  Exodus 33:20 “But," he said, "You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."  God can be known and understand.  Just like God, our own souls and spirits cannot be seen.  Yet they are very real.  They are inside every believer as they were inside the first man.  Every person since the first man is very special to God because He made our souls like Himself.  
God called the man He made “Adam,” which in the Hebrew means “man.”  He put this first man into the most beautiful garden you have ever seen.  The name of the garden was Eden.  Gen 2:8 “Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.”

Application of Bible Doctrine:
1. Only God can give life.  When you are born He gives soul life to the biological life in your body.  You now have human life.  He also gives you eternal life when you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for your sins.  If God gave you your life, and then found a way to give you eternal life, don’t you think He will give you everything else you need?

2. God made you a human.  When you were born, God gave you a soul.  No matter how long you live or how hard you try, you can never change into some other creature or even become less human.  In the same way, when you believe the Lord Jesus Christ died for you sins, you are born again.  God gives you eternal life and a home in heaven forever.  No matter how long you live or how hard you try or how many times you “take back” your belief in Jesus Christ, you can never change from a believer into an unbeliever.  You cannot lose your salvation; you cannot even reduce it even one little bit.  This is called eternal security.
Close In Prayer
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