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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – August 14, 2003

                            Lesson 20–The Fall of Man – Part 1

Subject: The First Bad Choice

Promise: 1 Cor. 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.” (NIV)
Vocabulary: Adam’s original sin, human spirit, death, serpent, sin, sin nature, soul, volition (decider).

Scripture References:

Gen 3:1-24 Text of this lesson


Gen 2:8-14 Man’s original environment


Gen 2:15 Man’s responsibility 


Gen 2:16-17 the prohibition and warning


Gen 3:1-7 the temptation and fall of man


Gen 3:7-8 Consequences of the Fall (see also Eph 1:1; Gen 5:5)

Gen 3:9 God seeks to save man (see also Luke 19:10


Gen 3:10-14 Man attempts to conceal his guilt


Gen 3:15 Promise of salvation (see also Rom 6:23b)


Gen 3:16-19 Judgment of the human race (see also Rom 6:23b)


Gen 3:23-24 Expulsion from the Garden


Gen 5:3 Man now in the sinful likeness of Adam


Rom 5:12 by one man sin and death came into the world


Rom 5:19 by the obedience of One cam righteousness


1 Tim 2:14 Adam sinned willfully; Eve was deceived


1 Pet 2:24 the tree of salvation

Bible Doctrine to Be Taught: Adam was created in the image of God.  He possessed self-consciousness (“I am”), self-determination (“I will”), and moral reasoning (“I ought”).  He was given a decider or what is called volition, a free will.  God placed Adam and the woman in the Garden of Eden.  The setting was perfect.  Wonderful food and shelter were provided, ready for them.  God had provided for all their needs.
Adam’s fellowship with God was perfect, as was his fellowship with the woman, for each was perfect and sinless.

God made up a test for man’s volition to see if he would obey God.  Man was warned of the terrible consequences if they disobeyed God by eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  If they ate they would die.  Gen 2:17 “…but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it dying (spiritually) you will surely die (physically)."  
When the man and the woman were placed in the Garden of Eden, Satan was waiting to stir up trouble.  He tricked the woman into sinning against God, but Adam knew what he was doing.  Adam deliberately disobeyed.  1 Tim 2:14 “And Adam was not the one deceived (tricked); it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.”    

Satan saw his chance when God made perfect man and woman, and placed them in the Garden on earth.  Satan knew God had told them not to eat from one tree in the Garden, or they would die.  Satan came along and told them, “No, they would not die!”  Gen 3:4 “You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman.”  Now the man and the woman must choose: God’s side or Satan’s side.

Satan had made wrong seem right, but he could not make the man and the woman sin.  They had their own decider, and they could make their own decisions to obey God or sin with Satan.

The man and the woman said “yes” to Satan and “no” to God.  They became sinners.

Adam and the woman became sinners by their own choice.  Gen 3:6 “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”  They brought sin and spiritual and physical death upon the entire human race.  Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam) and spiritual death through sin, and in this way spiritual death came to all men, because all sinned…”
Adam and the woman each instantly received a sin nature when Adam sinned causing spiritual death.  Since then, Adam’s original sin is planted at birth to the sin nature in each of us.  We are all born spiritually dead.

God had a plan to save Adam and Eve from spiritual death.  The plan was to send Jesus Christ to die on the cross for man’s sins.  The wooden cross on which our Savior died replaced the tree which brought sin and death.  The cross is the tree of salvation.  God offers this salvation to every person.  Faith in Jesus Christ for salvation becomes the most important decision for mankind.

Presentation
The Fall of Man, Part 1

The name of the first man God created was Adam.  Adam had no father or mother.  God created his body from the dust of the ground and his soul from nothing.

Adam was made with three parts: a body, a soul, and a human spirit.  Adam’s soul could understand the things in the world around him.  Adam’s human spirit could understand and love God.

God brought all the animals to Adam to name them.  The animals could not do the things Adam could.  Adam was alone.

So God gave Adam a perfect mate.  God made the perfect woman to be Adam’s wife.  She was not made from the dust of the ground but from Adam’s very own rib.  But, like Adam, God made her soul and human spirit out of nothing.
God created the Garden of Eden just for them, and there they lived in perfect environment.  Through that perfect Garden ran a great river.  Gen 2:10 “A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters.”  The animals roamed about and played; they were tame and unafraid.

What a wonderful time they had in the Garden!  Adam and the woman loved God and they loved each other.  They had all the delicious food they could possibly want.  They had many pets.  But best of all, they could walk and talk with the Lord, Jesus Christ every day.  For in the cool of the day, the Lord came to visit them in the Garden of Eden where He taught them many marvelous doctrines.

God had given Adam and the woman a body, a soul, and a human spirit.  He placed them in perfect environment in a beautiful Garden.  They had every kind of fruit to eat and every kind of animal to enjoy.  God gave them everything they would ever need.

God planted every kind of tree that was pretty and good for food.  Gen 2:9a “And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground…trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food…”  But right in the middle of the Garden God placed two special trees.  One was the tree of life; the other was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Gen 2:9 “…In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
God also gave Adam and the woman volition or a decider.  They could choose their food.  They could choose their pets.  Most important of all, they could choose to obey God or to disobey Him.  God gave Adam and the woman a test to see how they would choose. God told them: 

Gen 2:16-17 “And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; (17) but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

For a while, Adam and the woman were careful to obey God’s command.

One day, though, when the woman was all by herself, she heard a beautiful voice speak to her.  It was not God’s voice she heard.  It was not the voice of Adam.  It was a voice coming from a serpent.  The voice belonged to Satan who was inside the serpent, but the woman did not know that.

We usually call serpents snakes.  Most of us think of snakes as ugly, slithering, dangerous creatures.  But long ago when the woman lived in the Garden, the serpent was the most beautiful and clever of all the creatures God had made.  Gen 3:1a “Now the serpent was sneakier than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.”  The woman was not at all afraid of him because there was nothing to fear in the Garden.  In that perfect environment God had made all the animals tame and friendly.
The woman listened as the serpent spoke to her:


Gen 3:1b-3 “He said to the woman, 'Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?  (2) The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, (3) but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'"

God had not said that Adam and the woman must not touch the tree.  He told them not to eat of it.  Gen 2:17 “…but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it dying (spiritually) you will surely die (physically)."  The woman was wrong.

And the serpent said to the woman: Gen 3:4-5 “Surely you will not die," the serpent said to the woman.  (5) For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
Satan’s voice from inside the serpent told the woman she would not die.  He told her she would be as smart as God.  Satan lied to the woman.  Now she had a choice of either believing God or believing Satan.  

The woman had a big decision to make.  She thought about what Satan had said.  She thought, "If I eat the fruit I’ll be as smart as God."  The woman made her choice:  she chose against God.  She ate the fruit which God had said not to eat.  In that instant, her human spirit died.  She died spiritually just like God warned her.
Application of Bible Doctrine:
1. Satan never tells the truth.  Satan will do anything to keep you from believing what God tells you.  Satan will always lie to you.  Some people don’t tell the truth.  If we are smart, we soon stop believing anything those people have to say.  We learn not to trust them.  God gave you a decider.  You use that decider to choose the truth or to accept the lie, to choose whom you should trust and whom not to trust.  The absolute truth is:  the only person who never lies is God!  The Bible is God’s Word and never lies.
2. God loves us before we are born.  God loves us before we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior. John 3:16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.”  The problem comes to us if we do not accept Jesus Christ as our Savior.  We love God when we learn and obey His Word.

Close in prayer:  Father, thank you so much for the Truth of your Word.  Please help us always to obey you and your Word and to grow up spiritually in Jesus so we can serve you and praise the Lord.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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