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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – December 5, 2003

Lesson 23 – How God Saves Sinners

Subject: How God Saves Sinners

Promise: “For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 (NIV)

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”. 1 Timothy 1:15b 
Vocabulary: 
Crucifixion – A Roman form of capital punishment which by the time of Christ became the “slaves’ punishment; the hands and feet were bound or nailed to a cross-beam; this is the death Christ died as our substitute. 
God the Father – First Person of the Trinity; designed the plan of salvation for all mankind and a personal destiny for every believer; the Person to whom we pray.
God the Holy Spirit – Third Person of the Trinity; helps us to learn Bible doctrine, live the Christian way of life, and please God.
Grace – All that God is free to do for mankind because of Jesus Christ’s work on the Cross; God’s unearned, underserved love toward all human beings; a free gift.
The Son of God – A title for the deity of Jesus Christ who became a perfect man and died on the cross for the sins of mankind.
Scriptures: 

Ps 38:4 “My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear.” 
Ps 103:12 “…as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

Isa 61:10 “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For He has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness (+R), as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.”

Isa 64:6 “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.”

Jer 31:34 "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."
John 1:29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

John 3:17 “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.”

Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

Rom 5:8-9 “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (9) Since we have now been justified by His blood (spiritual death), how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!”

Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.”

I John 2:12 “I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name.”

Teaching Aids: angels, Christ in manger, Jesus Christ on cross, heaven/eternal life, God, roman centurion, shepherds, sin nature

Bible Doctrine to Be Taught: One man’s disobedience brought sin and spiritual death to the entire human race (Romans 5:12) “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…”   Were it not for God’s matchless grace man would have been hopelessly lost and condemned forever, (Rom 6:23) “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  God decided to deal with humanity through a plan of salvation where God would do all the work and we could do nothing except receive the benefits. Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God… (9) not by works, so that no one can boast.”  
In God’s perfect time (Gal 4:4 “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law,”), God the Son took upon Himself the form of a servant.  He came into the world, both God and man in one person…the “man Christ Jesus.”  1 Tim 2:5 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
He alone would be able to free mankind from the curse of sin and death.  He alone could lift the world’s sin burden “in His body on the tree (cross)” (1 Pet 2:24).
He became obedient unto death, and our sins were poured on Him.  His saving work on the cross provided forgiveness and cleansing (I John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”); God’s own righteousness (+R) was credited to our account (Rom 5:19”For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.”); and access by faith into God’s grace (Rom 5:2 “…through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope (confidence) of the glory of God.”) was given to anyone who believes in Him.  Where once stood the wall of sin which separated sinful man from holy God, now stands the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and open door for all who will enter by faith in Him. John 10:9 “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.”
Presentation:
How God Save Sinners
All babies, though they look sweet and innocent, have sin in them.  The Bible tells us that we all have sin in us.  (Rom 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”) we cannot help being born with Adam’s original sin any more than we can help being born a boy or a girl.

Because Adam was our great, great, great, great grandfather, we are born spiritually dead and there is nothing we can do about the problem.  Only God can solve our problem of spiritual death.

One day, when the time was just right, and God had prepared everything, the Lord Jesus Christ left His beautiful heavenly home and came to earth.  They even told the good news to some shepherds watching their sheep.

Luke 2:10-11 “And the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  (11) For today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”

The shepherds went quickly to see this wondrous Child.  He looked no different from other babies, but they knew this was God’s own Son.  They had heard and believed God’s message from the angels.  They knew God’s Word is always true.  When the shepherds looked at Baby Jesus, they knew the Son of God had come into the world to save us all.

The shepherds knew something about what it meant to be lost and to be saved, for often they would have to look for a lost sheep or a little lamb which had wandered from the flock.  The little lost lamb would never find its way back unless the shepherd found it and saved it.

Jesus came to do the same thing for us.  We are all lost sheep, deep in sin, far away from God.  Isa 53:6 “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  He came to find us and bring us back.  Jesus Christ is our Shepherd.  Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."  The shepherds prayed, thanking God for sending Jesus to save them.

Jesus may have looked just like all other little babies, but He was the most special baby of all.  The Father of Jesus Christ was God, so Adam’s original sin was not passed down to Him.  Jesus was born with a body, a soul, and a human spirit.  He was the only baby ever born with a human spirit.

Jesus grew older and bigger until He was a grown man.  All His life He never sinned.  He never disobeyed, nor told a lie.  He never thought bad thoughts or said bad things or words.  He never did anything wrong. 1 Pet 2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth."  I John 3:5 “But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin.”
Jesus Christ is just as much God as are God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  He created the earth at the beginning of time.  He knew the perfect plan the Father had designed to free each of us from slavery to sin.

The plan was for Someone who had no sin of His own to be punished in our place.  That Someone was Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ would have to be born human just like any other baby, grow up, and go to the cross to die for us.  

Finally, one day men arrested Jesus.  They tortured Him and then led Him to a hill outside the city to be crucified (that is nailed to the cross).

Jesus was beaten and whipped.  Nails were driven through His hands and feet.  Guess What?  Our Lord Jesus never cried or screamed; He never made a sound.  He was thinking about us.  He was going to die for you and me, your mother and father, your friends, and everybody who ever lived and who ever will live on earth.  

People stood around and watched.  Some cried because they were sad.  Others made fun of Jesus Christ.  They did not believe that this was the Son of God dying for their sins.  They said terrible things like this:  Matt 27:40-44 “…and saying, ‘You, who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself!  Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!’  (41) In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked Him.  (42) ‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘but He can't save Himself! He's the King of Israel! Let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him.  (43) He trusts in God. Let God rescue Him now if He wants Him, for He said, 'I am the Son of God.'"  (44) In the same way the robbers who were crucified with Him also heaped insults on Him.”  They began to spit at Jesus.  Our Lord never said a word to them.  He was kind and loving and forgiving.  

The Bible says that Jesus “bore our sins in His body on the cross (tree)” (1 Pet 2:24a).  Our sins hurt the sinless, perfect Son of God!  They gave Him such great pain that His heavenly Father sent black darkness to cover the earth for three hours so no one could see Christ Suffer.  Matt 27:45 “From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.”
Our sins became so painful to Christ that He finally had to cry out to His Father, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken (abandoned, left alone) Me?” (Matt 27:46).
Just as God the Father could no longer walk and talk with Adam after he sinned, so God the Father could not answer His Son while He was being punished for our sins.
Our sins had come between Jesus Christ and God the Father.  God the Father had to judge Jesus Christ for our sins so God never has to judge us for our sins.

God the Father did something special for His Son while He was on the cross.  He provided the Holy Spirit to help and comfort Jesus in His suffering and pain.

After three awful hours, the punishment for our sins was over.  Just as God had finished His creation work many years before, now the Lord Jesus Christ had finished the salvation work He had come to do.  When His work of taking away our sins was finished, Jesus died physically.

A Roman centurion watched the Lord Jesus Christ and listened to all He said.  Mark 15:39 “And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard His cry and saw how He died, he said, ‘Surely this man was the Son of God!’”  Because of the work Jesus Christ did on the cross, anyone who believes in Him will be saved.  Acts 16:31 “They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…”
Application of Bible Doctrine:
1. Think of all that God has done in restoring the earth.  On top of that, He created a beautiful garden for Adam and Eve.  When they sinned, God did not abandon them in disgust.  He had given them everything and yet they chose against Him.  Instead, God sought them as a shepherd seeks his lost, helpless sheep, not to punish them but to save them because He knew they were helpless to save themselves.  He felt for them because they were sinners.  God loves every human being and seeks each on of us to save us.  Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”
2. Now that you are saved and belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, do you still have that bad sin nature?  Will you still think, say, and do bad things? Of course you will.  But if you tell God the Father your sins, He will forgive those sins and throw them away forever.  I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  None of your sins, not even your sin nature, can keep you from living with God in heaven.  One day your body will die and your soul and spirit will go to heaven in a new, perfect body.  You will never see your sin nature again!  God did the most for us when Jesus Christ died for our sins, but the best is yet to come in heaven.

Close in Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for Jesus.  Thank you that He died for me and everyone on the earth.  Please help me to always obey you and have the chance to tell others about our Savior so that they can go to heaven and be in your family, too.  We ask this in Jesus’ holy Name.  Amen.
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