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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – February 27, 2004

Lesson 24 – Satan’s Time is Short

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:

I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 

John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. (18) Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Satan’s Time is Short

Promise: 1Thes 5:9 “For God did not appoint us (believers in the Church Age) to suffer wrath (in the Great Tribulation and the Lake of Fire) but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (NIV)

Vocabulary: 

Confident - bold, sure of ones self, fearless, brave, safe.

Emotion - strong feelings such as love or fear or hate.

Prophet – a person who can tell what will happen in the future.

Rejection - ignored, turned down, rebuffed, denied a relationship with, thrown away, left out of, not wanted, kept out of, sent back.

Relationship - connection between two people in friendship or marriage or business etc.

Satan - adversary, the great opposer of God and man.

Servant – one, who serves others, helps others.
Scriptures: Rev 12:9 “he great dragon was hurled down…that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his fallen angels with him.”

Rev 12:13 “When the dragon (Satan) saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman (Israel) who had given birth to the male child.” (NIV)

In Revelation 12:13 we read that Satan has been rejected.  He does not handle rejection well!  Rejection can be a serious problem if you don’t know how to handle it.  Rejection in this life is something you can count on!  It will happen to you for sure!  People will always let you down and reject you.  Sometimes they will reject you for stupid reasons.  Even so, you will feel hurt, and your emotions will be wounded.  How will you handle it?  How does God tell us to handle it?  Sometimes we are insecure and think we are being rejected, but we really are not being rejected.

In 1 Samuel 8:4-07 God comforts Samuel.  Samuel is God’s prophet, and his people are rejecting him.  Let’s see what God had to say to Samuel.  “So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. (5) They said to him, ‘You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.’  (6) But when they said, ’Give us a king to lead us,’ this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord.  (7) And the Lord told him: ’Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.’ ”   

Sometimes when you stand up for what you believe in, you will be rejected by your so-called friends.  But as we see here in 1 Samuel, they are not rejecting Samuel; they are rejecting WHO he believed in…GOD!

Rejection is one of the greatest pressures in life because not many people have what it takes to handle rejection.  YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES.  Your confidence should be a soul confidence.  Your confidence should be based on your relationship with God through His Word, not based on your relationships with people.  In Romans 12: 1-3 we are told to present our BODIES as a living sacrifice to God.  Let’s read some of that passage in Romans.  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, because of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God…this is your spiritual act of worship.  (2) Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world (the Devil’s world), but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (through learning the Word of God). Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is…His good, pleasing and perfect will.  (3) For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with serious judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” 
If God has this attitude toward us, why do we find it so hard to have this attitude toward ourselves?  When we apply grace to our failures, we are confident in our relationship with God.  Then, when we fail in our human relationships and are rejected by people, we can apply that same grace thinking towards the one rejecting us!!! Psalms 103:11-13”For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who fear Him; (12) as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.  (13) As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear (respect) Him…”

The Bible tells us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  If we don’t love ourselves, how can we love others?  If we can’t forgive ourselves when we fail, how can we forgive others when they fail?

Sometimes when we fail, we want to blame someone or something else instead of ourselves!  Satan does this in Revelation 12.  He blames the Jews for his failure to take over the world successfully and stop the plan of God.  When we are a winner believer going forward in the Plan of God for our lives, we don’t blame anyone or anything!  We take all of the blame for all of our thoughts and actions!!!  Losers play the BLAME GAME!!!

Satan realizes that he has only 3 and ½ years left in Revelation 12.  He knows the Bible and he knows his end is very near.  Don’t forget, Satan has been around for a long, long time.  3 and ½ years is a milli-second to him.  It’s a snap of the finger compared to eternity.  What would you do if someone told you that you only had 3 and ½ years to live?  Would you change things about your life?  Would you start taking your relationship with God more seriously?  Why not do those changes anyway?  A winner believer lives everyday of his or her life as if it were their last day!  When time is short, a winner believer continues his lifestyle because his or her priorities are RIGHT!  HOW YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE IS HOW YOU WILL HANDLE YOUR DEATH!  I know you think I’m crazy don’t you?  Think about this for a second.  How would you change your lifestyle if you only had 3 and ½ years left to live?  I don’t care how old you are, you have control over your alone time.  Whatever the answer is to that question, DO IT NOW!  Don’t wait.  God gives us days not years.  We are to live each day unto Him.  We are to love Him with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength NOW!  Not when we are told we have only a short time to live.
Pressures of life often put us in situations of TIME BEING SHORT.  That book report that is due, that chore you have had to do but put off.  These situations let us know if we’re really living the way God wants us to live…in an organized and orderly way…God’s WAY.  Take a piece of paper and write this on it: “LIVE TODAY AS IF IT WERE MY LAST DAY ON EARTH!”  How did Jesus spend His last physical day on earth?  He had Passover with His disciples and left a lasting impression by Hi last act of service to them before He went to the Cross.  He washed their stinky feet!  WOW!  His last impression of what His life as a human was to teach us to SERVE!  Keep on confessing (rebounding) our sins and serve the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and you will not have to change a thing if you are told that you only have 3 and ½ years to live.  John 13:1-17 “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.  (2) The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus.  (3) Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; (4) so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  (5) After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  (6) He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" (7) Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."  (8) "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."  (9) "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"  (10) Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you."  (11) For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.  (12) When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. (13) "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.  (14) Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.  (15) I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  (16) I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  (17) Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”(NIV)
Close in Prayer: Thank you, Father for your wonderful Word and Plan for our lives.  Thank you for each day that we have to obey and be happy in you Plan for us.  Help us to stay in the Plan and live like we have only a few days left.  Amen 
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