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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – November 3, 2004

                                  Lesson 25a – Believe God and His Word

Subject: Believe God and His Word
Promise: Heb 11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please Him for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”
Vocabulary: 

Afraid – frightened, scared, fearful, apprehensive, & cowardly.
Believe – to accept as true, to have faith in, to think, or suppose.
Giants – abnormally large or tall person, very large.

Promise – assurance that one will or will not undertake an action, assure.

Trust – firm belief in the reliability, truth, or strength of a person or thing.

Doctrinal concepts and Scriptures: 
1. All came to pass as the Lord promised.   Josh 21:45 “Not one of all the Lord's good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.”   Josh 23:14 “Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.”    1 King 8:56 “Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses.”
2. Believe in the Lord and His prophets (Word). 2 Chron 20:20 “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the LORD your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful."
3. Great is His faithfulness. Lam 3:22 “The Lord's lovingkindnesss (grace) indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.”
4. Be not afraid, only believe.  Mark 5:36b "…Do not be afraid any longer, only believe."

5. Lord, I do believe, help my unbelief. Mark 9:23-24 “And Jesus said to him,"' If you can!' All things are possible to him who believes." (24) Immediately the boy's father cried out and {began} saying, "I do believe; help my unbelief."

6. John 2:22 ‘When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesus had spoken.”
7. Salvation promise and warning against unbelief.  John 3:15-18 “…that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. (16) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (18) Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.” 

8. John 6:69 “And we have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God."

9. John 9:31-38 “We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does His will.  (32) Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. (33) If this man were not from God, He could do nothing. (34) To this they replied, ‘You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!’ And they threw Him out.  (35) Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when He found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’  (36) ‘Who is He, sir?’ the man asked. ‘Tell me so that I may believe in Him.’  (37) Jesus said, ’You have now seen Him; in fact, He is the one speaking with you.’ (38) Then the man said, ’Lord, I believe," and he worshiped Him.’ ”

10. Rom 4:21 “…being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.”
11. God says “yes” to all His promises. 2 Cor 1:20 “For all the promises of God in Him are “Yes,” and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.”
12. Promise of life now and to come.  1 Tim 4:8 “For physical training is of some value, but living the spiritual life has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”
13. Heb 3:12 “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.”

14. Heb 3:18-19 “And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest (inner peace) if not to those who disobeyed (His Word)?  (19) So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.”

15. We obtain promises by faith.  Heb 11:33 “…who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions…”
16. 2 Pet 1:19 “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star (Lord Jesus Christ) rises in your hearts…”

17. Eternal life is promised to believers.  I John 2:25 “And this is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”
Presentation

Do you think the Lord Jesus was glad the blind man had believed on Him?  Oh, yes!  God says that the only way we can surely please Him is by believing.  What should we believe?  First of all, we should believe that Jesus is God’s Son who came to take away our sins; that He died on the cross in our place to take away the punishment for our sin.  God made a promise.  This is what He said: “Whoever believes in Him (Jesus) should not die but have eternal life” John 3:16.  

Life that never ends is a wonderful gift.  All we must do to receive this gift is to believe what God said.  That means we must believe Jesus is our Savior and that He died on the cross for our sins.  We must believe in God’s Son.  Have you done this?  Next, God says that we must believe all the many promises He gave us in the Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s promises are found in the Bible.  If we will just believe what God says, we will never, ever be afraid again!
*Note: Print out and use the separate handout for the children while teaching this next part of the lesson.  (Print out Lesson 25c.) 

*Now I want to tell you a story about a boy named Steve who learned that it really was a good thing that he believed his grandfather.  Steve had gone to visit his grandparents for the summer.  On the day he arrived, his grandfather said, “Steve, I will give you a present…something you will like very much, but only if you will go and take the present by yourself.”

“May I have it now?” begged Steve.  “No, wait until tomorrow,” answered his grandfather.  “May I just see it, please?”  Steve wanted to know.  He was really curious, wasn’t he?  His grandfathers smiled, “Well, all right, look through the keyhole.”  He took Steve to the last room down the hall, and what do you think Steve saw?  A brand new, shiny red bike, just there for him to take!  He could hardly sleep that night.

Early next morning, his grandfather was up already and called to Steve, “Go on in and take the bike; it’s all yours.”  Steve ran and quickly pushed the door open.  He stopped suddenly.  There between him and the bicycle stood a great big, strange dog. His grandfather asked, “What is the matter, Steve, don’t you like your present?  Don’t you want to go and take it?”  “Oh, I do,” said Steve, “but there’s a big dog in the way.  I am afraid of him.  Could you get the bike for me?”  His grandfather shook his head.  This would never do.  Steve must learn that his grandfather would not let him get hurt.  “No, Steve; remember that I said the bike is yours, but you must get it for yourself.  Believe me; the dog will not hurt you.”  Steve was not so sure of that.  “He might bite me,” he said.  His grandfather’s face looked anything but pleased.  He said, “Believe me and take your present, or you must do without it.”
Now what do you think Steve did?  That’s right; he believed his grandfather and walked bravely by the big dog, which never even barked, and got his bike.  Don’t you know how happy Steve was that he had believed his grandfather’s words?  You bet! 

Our next Bible story is about a promise God gave His people, of a wonderful present and two men who believed God enough to receive the present for themselves.  What does our memory verse say?  Heb 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him  for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 
God’s Promise
For many months, God’s people, the children of Israel, the Jews, had traveled across the desert and mountain country.  At last something great was about to happen.  God was going to give a present to His people, a present which He promised them for a long time.  The promise was first made in Gen 12:7.  “The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your children I will give this land.’ So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.” This promise was often repeated to them.  What do you think the present was?  A whole country all their own!  God told them that the country was beautiful and rich, with all kinds of good fruits growing in it.  Now the country lay just ahead.  All they needed to do was to march in and take it for themselves.  Deut 1:8 “See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land that the Lord swore he would give to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and their descendants after them.”
Moses was the leader of the Israelites.  He told them of God’s promised gift and said, “Go up, take possession, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has spoken to you. Do not be afraid or dismayed” Deut 1:21.  But the children of Israel where like Steve in our story.  They wanted to be allowed to take a peek at the present first.  They wanted to make sure the land was really as good as the Lord had said it would be.  You see, they didn’t quite believe God, did they?
God let them have their wish.  Twelve men, each one of them was a chief of their tribe, were to go and search out or spy on all the Land. Num 13:1-2 “The Lord said to Moses, (2) ‘Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.’"  Let’s meet some of the spies, shall we?  God tells us what all the men’s names were, but we only need to know the names of two.  One was Joshua; the other was Caleb.  Joshua and Caleb turned out to be the only ones to take God’s promised gift.  Do you know why?  They believed God’s Word.
Before Moses sent the spies out, he told them to go this way southward, and go up into the mountain: and to what this Land is, and the people who live there; whether they are strong or weak, few or many; and how is the Land in which they live, is it good or bad?  And how are the cities in which they live, are they like open tents or forts; are there trees in it or not?  And trust the Lord and don’t be afraid, and bring back the fruit of the land…which God will give to the children of Israel, Num 13:17-20. The twelve men listened again to God’s promise.  They obeyed Moses and set out to go to the Land.  The people watched until they could see them no longer.
The Journey to See the Land
Tramp, tramp, tramp went the spies, as they marched toward the Promised Land.  Once they had entered into the Land, they divided into small groups and quietly and carefully went through the countryside.  They saw everything, but took care to stay in hiding so that their enemy could not see them.   Forty days later, they had seen all there was to see.  At last, they came to a small river.  By the side of the river grew lovely clusters of grapes.  They remembered Moses had said to be sure to bring back some fruit of the land.
[image: image1.wmf]
Quickly they cut down one bunch of grapes.  Do you know how big it was?  It was so big and heavy that it took two men to carry it between them on a wooden pole.  As they cut down the grapes, they saw ripe figs and pomegranates.  Ask to see the pomegranates the next time you go to the grocery store.  They took some back to show the people.  Yes, this country was really a wonderful place, just as God had said.  Now God wanted them to go into the Land He had promised and take it for themselves.  They would surely like to have the Land, but something stood in the way.  What do you think was in the way…a great big dog?  No, this was much larger than a dog.  In our next story we will find out from the spies themselves what they saw that made them afraid.  

What God Wants Me to Know
Even though we won’t find out right away what was in the way of the spies, we can find out right now that there is someone who always wants to get in the way of our obeying the Lord.  We cannot see this enemy, but do you know who it is?  It is Satan, the devil.  He is the ruler of this world right now, and he does not want God’s people to learn His Word.  He tries to make you think that it is more fun not to obey the Lord.

What should you do so that Satan will not get in the way?  You should listen to and study more and more of God’s Word and believe it.  God and His Word are stronger than Satan and can drive him away.  When you believe God’s Word, Satan cannot stop you from obeying it.

Lesson Review
What is the only way to please God?  Yes, faith…to believe Him.  Can you tell me what we should believe about Jesus?  We should believe He is God’s Son.  What should we believe about the cross?  That Jesus died for our sins.  What should we believe about sin?  Jesus took away our sins when He died on the cross.  What should we believe about God’s gift?  We should believe that God will give us eternal life if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  What should we believe about the Bible?  We should believe the promises of God.
What did God promise the Israelites or Jews?  A country of their own.  How might they have this country?  By going in and taking the Land themselves.  Why didn’t they walk in and take it away?  They didn’t know what it was like or whether there would be strong enemies in the Land; they didn’t trust the Lord.
Close in Prayer: Thank you Father, for your promises and your faithfulness to us who believe, Amen.
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