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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – December 10, 2004

Lesson 26 – Obey God’s Word - Jonah, the Disobedient Prophet

Subject: Obey God’s Word

Promise: James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the Word, and fool yourselves. Do what it says.” 
Vocabulary: 

Doing – acting upon, putting into action something you learned.
Happiness– pleasure, delight, joy, enjoyment, gladness, high spirits.
Knowledge – understanding of a subject, language etc, awareness or familiarity.
Maturity – full grown, experienced, of age.

Warning – promise of punishment, alerting to a danger, cautioning, signal, omen, sign of disaster.
Doctrinal concepts and Scriptures: 
1. A blessing if you obey His commandments.  Deut 11:26-27 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse… (27) …the blessing if you obey the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today.”   John 13:17 “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
2. Fill our souls with wisdom.   Psalm 90:12 “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a soul full of wisdom.”
3. Delight in obeying the Lord.  1 Sam 15:22 “But Samuel replied: "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.”
4. Obey the Lord.  Jer 11:4 “…the terms I commanded your forefathers when I brought them out of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace.' I said, 'Obey me and do everything I command you, and you will be my people, and I will be your God.”
5. Obey your parents.  Eph 6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”
6. Do God’s will from your soul.  Eph 6:6 “Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like servants of Christ, doing the will of God from your soul.”
7. Phil 2:14 “
Do everything without complaining or arguing,”
8. Practice what you have learned.  Phil 4:9 “Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me… put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”
9. James 1:25 “But the man who studies hard the perfect Word that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it… he will be blessed in what he does.”
10. Obeying the Truth.  1 Pet 1:22 “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the soul.”
Presentation

Did you ever notice how important our fingers and thumbs are to us?  They are only small parts of our bodies, but oh, how we need them to do many things quickly and easily.  Did your fingers and thumbs ever tell you, “I’m not going to do anything for you today?”  Never!  They always obey you and do as you wish, don’t they?  Do you know who often does not obey and does not want to do as told?  You, and yes, even I.

Now God wants all of us to do what His Word tells us to do, to obey it and put it into action.  He says we will be blessed if we do.   John 13:17 “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
The lesson we are going to have now is about a grown man who heard God’s Word very plainly, but did he obey them?  Well, that is what we will find out in our Bible story.

We Should Listen To God
When God speaks, we should listen.  Who can say Mathew 11:15? “He, who has ears, let him hear.” It is only when we listen that we find out what God says.  Sometimes, God tells us wonderful promises.  Can you think of some nice promises God gives us?  Yes, He promises to give us eternal life if we will believe on the Lord, Jesus Christ.  He promises to take care of us and help us.  He promises us that He will never leave us because God keeps all His promises, we must be sure to believe them.
God tells us other things, too, like the many true stories of people who lived long ago.  Sometimes these stories warn us to watch out for something, but always they teach us some big lesson God wants us to know.  Like in this verse.  Rom 15:4 “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through practice and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  Most important of all are the rules God wants us to obey.  That’s what our verse says.  Let’s say it together. James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the Word and fool yourselves. Do what it says.”    

Just hearing or listening to God’s Word is not enough.  We must also obey what God’s Word says.  I want you to be very, very good hearers now so that you can do what God’s Word says to do today, tomorrow, and the next day, and the next and always.  God tells us of a man who was a hearer of the Word only.  He didn’t obey it and something happened to him.
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God Calls Jonah
The Bible tells us that a long, long time ago…so long, in fact, that if God had not written down the story in the Bible, people might never have believed it or heard of it…there lived a servant of God.  His name was JONAH.
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This is what God told Jonah to do.  Jonah 1:2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me."  Did you hear what God said to Jonah?  Was it hard to understand?  No, it was all very simple.  God wanted Jonah to go to a large city by the name of Nineveh.  In that city lived a bad and cruel people.  Jonah was to take them a message from God.  Now let’s find out what that message was to be.  Jonah 3:4 “…Forty more days and Nineveh will be destroyed.”  That means that God would punish the people in that city and tear down all that was in it.
Jonah did not like the people of Nineveh, for he knew just how mean they were.  He knew also that they did not love God.  So we might think that Jonah would be happy to go and tell them God would surely punish them for being so bad.  But no, Jonah did not want to do what God said.  He understood that God’s message was really a warning.  Do you know what a warning is?  It is a promise of punishment.  It’s like your dad or mom promising to spank you if you disobey or make bad choices like the people of Nineveh always do.  If you listen to the warning and obey, there will be no spanking; if you don’t…look out!

Jonah Runs Away
Jonah did not want to warn the people of Nineveh.  He would much rather see them punished and spanked than saved.  Jonah 4:2 “So he prayed to the Lord, and said, "Oh, Lord, wasn't this what I said when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, one who holds back from doing harm.”  What do you think Jonah might do now? Let’s read it in the Bible.  Jonah 1:3 “But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.”  So it looks like he got up, all right, but he went the opposite way.  He tried to run away from having to do what God told him to do.  Quickly he ran down to the harbor where all the sailing ships were anchored.   Jonah looked at all the ships.  There was one big ship that would go all the way to Spain…as far away from Nineveh as possible.  
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Jonah bought his ticket and climbed aboard the ship.  He yawned.  My, was he tired!  He went down below the decks, stretched out, and soon fell fast asleep.  Now, you tell me, was Jonah doing what God wanted?  No, indeed! He was a hearer of God, but he was not putting what he heard into action, was he?  I wonder who is going to get spanked…the people of Nineveh or Jonah?  And who is going to do the spanking? 
What God Wants Me to Know
There are so many “dos” and “don’ts” for girls and boys to learn.  There are many rules to be obeyed…at home, at school, at Bible class, and even at play and in sports, but God’s rules are the most important.  God’s rules are found in His Word.  Let’s look.  Eph 6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”  When you obey your parents you are putting what you hear from God’s Word into action.  You’re doing it!  You’re obeying God!

In Eph 4:32 it says “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  When you push little brother or sister, hit him or her, or talk ugly to him or her, are you putting God’s Word into action?  No, you are not!  If you say, “I hate you; I will never talk to you again because you were mean to me,” are you putting God’s Word into action?  No, again!  You are to be forgiving, not hateful.  God tells us not to be selfish in His Word.  Phil 2:4 “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” When you want the biggest piece of cake for yourself, you are not putting God’s Word into action.  God wants you to put His Word into action…in other words…obey His Word.  He says that if you will do what pleases Him, He will give you rewards, presents, in heaven and here on earth.  To get these presents on earth, you have to do a lot of putting His Word into action and obeying.  We can only please Him when we know and do what He says in His Bible.

Lesson Review
Who was the man God told to go to the big city of Nineveh and warn the people He would punish them and ruin their city?  Jonah.  Why would God want to do that?  Because they were very bad and sinful people and did not love God.  Did Jonah want to do what God told him to do?  No. Why not? He did not want these sinful people to listen to God’s message and be saved.  Did Jonah obey God and go to Nineveh?  No, he did not.  He was a hearer of God’s Word but he didn’t do what?  Obey it and put it into action.  What did Jonah do instead?  He found a ship going in the opposite direction and got on it, didn’t he?

Part 2 of Lesson 26
It Does Not Pay To Disobey
What happens to you when you disobey your mom or dad?  Yeah, something bad happens to you.  Maybe you cannot go out to play for a while, or maybe you will even get a spanking. Do you think your should not be punished?  Do you ever think your parents punish you just because they are mean?  Well, you might think that, but we are going to see differently.  God Himself tells your mom and dad in His Word that they must punish you when you do not obey.  If they do not obey God, He will have to punish them as well.

Do you know that a spanking might save your life?  You will remember not to do a bad or dangerous thing much more quickly if you know you will get a spanking!  I told you last time that we would find out who was going to get a “spanking” in our story of Jonah.

The Storm
Where did we leave Jonah?  He was sound asleep in the bottom of the ship.  Farther and farther the ship sailed out into the sea.  Suddenly, without any warning at all, the ship was in a bad storm. God had thrown the storm at them and now the little waves had become great, wild mountains of water.  The ship was tossing about in the sea like a helpless toy boat.  What a lot of noise that storm must have made!  The poor ship almost broke in pieces.  The captain of the ship and all the sailors were very afraid.  Whatever had happened?  Why were they in this awful storm?  They looked around.  Where was Jonah?  Jonah was still sleeping in the lower part of the ship.

“Get up," called the captain.  “Call on your god.  Perhaps your god will be concerned about us so that we will not perish.” (Jonah 1:6) Oh, oh! Jonah cannot pray.  Why not?  Jonah has sinned and did not confess his sin.  Now he remembers and admits, “I disobeyed God.  I heard His words but did not do what He said; so now God is punishing me.  Throw me into the sea and the storm will stop.” (Jonah 1:7-12) 
The sailors did not want to throw Jonah into the sea because they feared he would drown.  But at last they realized they would drown if they didn’t throw him in.  So they threw Jonah into the sea to save themselves. (Jonah 1:14-15) As soon as they threw him into the sea, the storm stopped and the sea became calm.  And Jonah?  Do you know what happened to Jonah?  Yes, a great big fish came and swallowed him up. 
Jonah’s Discipline
Did you know that the big fish was both a hearer and a doer of the Word?  God has written in His Bible that He told the fish to be in that special place at a special time. He told the fish to swallow, but not eat, disobedient Jonah!  Why, even the storm and the sea were hearers and doers of God’s Word!  When God said, “Blow winds!”  The storm began to blow.  (Psalm 148:8b); when God wanted them to stop, they obeyed and the sea became still, but not Jonah.  God must lock him up in a dark place for three days and three nights before Jonah would learn to become a doer.  (Jonah1:17)
Our parents spank us because they love us and want us to grow up to be happy people.  God spanks us because He loves us.  (Heb 12:6-11)  He wants us to obey, for only then can we be really happy.  Can you remember “it does not pay to disobey”?
Jonah Obeys
After Jonah had made up his mind to do God’s Word obediently, God spoke to the fish and it vomited Jonah up on the dry land. (Jonah 2:10) Do you see again how the fish obeyed God?  Now Jonah was ready.  When God told him once more to go to Nineveh, he went and took God’s message.  Now Jonah, too, was a hearer and a doer of God’s Word, was he not?  He got up and went to Nineveh.  He obeyed.
Nineveh was a great city.  If we tried to walk around the city, it would take us three days.  Jonah came in by the city gate.  Loudly he called out God’s warning message for all to hear: "Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned." (Jonah 3:4b) All the people heard God’s words. What were they now?  Yes, they were hearers of the Word.

Now listen to what the Bible says about the people of Nineveh: “The people of Nineveh believed God.” (Jonah 3:5) They turned away from doing mean and cruel things and wanted to please God by being doers of the Word and not hearers only.  All the people of Nineveh, from the youngest to the oldest, from the poorest to the richest, yes, even the king, believed God.  So God did not spank the people of Nineveh because they had heard and obeyed God’s warning.  Is that not a happy ending to our true story from God’s Word?

What God Wants Me to Know
What do you think God wants you to learn from this Bible story? He wants us to be “doers of the Word as well as hearers.”  Do you know what He wants you to do?  He wants you to talk to Him in prayer often.  1Thes 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; (17) pray continually; (18) give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Remember, if you are disobedient like Jonah was at first, you cannot pray, God will not listen to you if you are out of fellowship.  You must first tell God about your sins.  I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Maybe, if Jonah had asked God that morning to help him be a doer of the Word and not just a hearer, he might not have been thrown overboard into the stormy sea and swallowed by a fish.  Will you do this:  Ask God, as soon as you open your eyes in the morning, to help you obey His Word?
God sent Jonah with an important message.  Jonah learned his lesson and because he took God’s Word to them, all of the people of Nineveh were saved and they will live in heaven always.
We should obey God’s Word because we love Him.  Then some day in heaven we will hear the Lord say in 
Matt 25:21, “His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'  Think of how glad you will be then in heaven because you did what He wanted you to do now.

We can be doers of the Word only when we have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and have taken Him to be our Savior.  One time a man asked, “What must I do to be saved?”  (Acts 16:30) How happy he must have been and how surprised when he heard the answer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” (Acts 16:31)   He must have wondered, “Do nothing, just believe?”  That’s right.  You see, there is nothing we can do to be allowed to go to be with God in heaven.

Lesson Review
God says that we must be more than hearers of God’s Word.  What else must we be?  Yes, that’s right…doers of God’s Word.  What does that mean?  If we obey God’s Word, we will be doers, because obeying is the same as doing the right thing.  Lately have you been a doer as God wanted you to be, always obeying your mom and dad, always being kind to your family members and friends?  Or did you try for a little while and then forget what you have learned?  Or maybe you were like the man in our story who simply did not want to be a doer of the Word!  What’s his name?  Jonah, that’s right.  Something bad happened when he did not obey God didn’t it?  And something good happened when he did obey!
Close in Prayer: thank you Father, for teaching us how important it is to obey you and your Word from the Bible so that we can avoid the punishment that we deserve when we do not obey.  Thank you for giving us all the things and ways we need to be in your plan and to be happy on earth and in heaven.  Thank you for loving us, Father.
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