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	PHILIPPIANS 3:13-14
JOHN 13:34-14:3


August 14, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) 

	     
We continue our study in John 13:34-35 with Jesus saying, “A New Commandment I give to you, that you love one another with a virtue-love, even as I have loved you with virtue-love, that you also love one another with virtue-love.  By this (loving one another with virtue-love) all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have virtue-love for one another.” 

	     The Love of “GOD” is what is being taught here.  We learn how to live in God’s love through studying God’s Word, which is the Mind of Christ.  If you remember from last week, we are in the intensified stage of the angelic conflict.  This NEW commandment is designed to be used in this intensified period of time, the Church Age.  Now our warfare is invisible!  Satan’s attacks come through the atmosphere around us.  
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	     I think you all know what the “atmosphere” is, but just in case you don’t, it’s the air around us.  Satan wants to attack our THINKING!  How does he do this?  He uses the “WORLD’S SYSTEM” to try to make us think the way the world thinks…like him!  You know, you hear it all the time, “Everyone is doing it!”  Well, Satan wants you to think that his way is “normal” and “right” and when you follow God, you are weird and wrong.  If you love God’s Word and study it, you just won’t fit into this world’s system.    

	Satan uses music, television, music, video games, music...oh did I already say music!  Well, music’s a biggie kiddos!  You don’t even know what some of these songs really mean, but you can sing every single word!  Those thoughts are going into the deepest part of your soul, where you think!  Those thoughts are creating norms and standards (deciding what’s right and wrong) and you don’t even know it’s going on!  All you know is that you really love the beat!  Really now!  How unusual for Satan to use a song that YOU WOULD LIKE!  Hellooooo!  That’s why he makes those songs sound “cool.”  Hey, everyone is listening to those songs right?  Soo, why is it so bad?  Well, it’s not bad, it’s EVIL!  It’s Satan’s WELCOME mat to your soul!
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	 There are even some “good” songs that send the wrong message into your soul.  Sometimes they make you expect life to go a certain way because that’s how all of the love songs are written!  Sometimes, it makes you accept ideas that you would never accept if it wasn’t put to music!  I’m just telling you that this plan of Satan’s is a biggie!  Satan knows it works on you young kids and he’s going to use what WORKS! 
Now, I know Christian CD’s in your mind aren’t the COOLEST music in the world, but it keeps you in touch with God!  I want you to listen to the thoughts of God in song!  Than doesn’t mean it’s not cool.  It is.  Have you listened to some of the Christian music out there…it’s GOOD!  So choose wisely when you pick any music.  I know you like good music, just be careful.  Check out the lyrics before you PERMANENTLY ATTACH those headphones to your head.
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	Okay, enough about the music thing.  Back to the angelic conflict. Satan uses “invisible” things to get inside your head.  He uses PEOPLE also.  He uses people that are the closest to you!  These problems come when you don’t like someone and even when you LOVE someone.  Sometimes the person that you love doesn’t seem to love you!  So, instead of accepting it, Satan sends thoughts of hatred, bitterness and jealousy into your head (just like some of those musicians who write some of those songs).     

	So now you know the reason Jesus is telling His disciples about this NEW commandment to have virtue-love.  It’s because you NEED it to survive when you are tested by people.  Even someone who doesn’t like you can have control over your soul.  However, you are upset that they don’t like you and you are constantly thinking what you did to make them not like you. It takes over your THINKING!  Get it?   Well don’t do that.  Just use virtue-love that is don’t gossip or complain about them or judge them.  Just leave it in God’s hands and let Him handle it for you because you do not want to get out of fellowship with God over it.
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	Someone you “love” can have the same effect on your thinking!  Anything that tries to come in and take over your thoughts is WRONG!  We are commanded to be occupied with the Lord Jesus Christ!  So, good or bad, happy or sad, if it is taking up the place that the Lord should have in your thinking, get rid of it!  How, you ask? Use that powerful virtue-love!  Virtue-love is a system of thinking.  It’s not a huggy kissy type of love!


	After the Lord said all of this about virtue-love, Peter asks the question, “Lord, where are You going?”  And Jesus answers Peter by saying, “Where I go, you cannot follow me now; but you shall follow later.”  Peter asks, “Why can I not follow You right NOW?”  Peter had good intentions here, but if he had been paying attention to Bible Class for the last 3 years, he would have known that the Lord had to go to this place alone.        
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	Not only that, Peter would not have been so arrogant to think that HE could go to where the Lord is going.  You see, the Lord is about to go to the cross and pay for the sins of the entire world and only the LORD Is worthy to do this!  Sometimes when we don’t listen in Bible class, our emotions control our thinking, and this is what is happening to Peter at this time.

	Peter really says, in the original language “Lord, why can I not follow You right now?  I will lay down my life for You?”  Once again, good intentions that are full of emotions equal arrogance.  The Lord answers Peter by telling him that the cock will not crow until Peter denies the Lord 3 times!  Not once, not twice, but three times!  This finally got Peter thinking.  But, the Lord continues in chapter 14 and verse 1.  He says, “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me.” He was comforting Peter.  He was saying, YOU ARE GOING TO FAIL 3 TIMES, but let not your heart be troubled!
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	Jesus continues to comfort Peter with more promises right through verse 3.  Why don’t you get out your Bibles and we’ll read John 14:1-3.  We will see 2 other disciples who have questions for our Lord next week. So don’t forget to use virtue-love when you’re put to the test, okay?  God’s love is perfect, so use it every time.


Close in Prayer
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