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	The Jr. Tree of Life
Lesson 37 LCYM
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 9
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	2 Corinthians 1:21-22  

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gbible.org/jrtree/1cor_6_19-20.htm" 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Ephesians 1:13 John 7:37-39


September 11, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) 

	Last week we learned about the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit.”  Today we will continue with that study.  We are going to see how we are perfectly accepted FOREVER by God because of the “sealing” ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  You see, we CAN’T DO ANYTHING in our own human ability to impress God enough for HIM to save us because of it!  God is LOVE!  He is perfect unconditional love and He loves us because of WHO and WHAT He is.  Not only that, He accepts us because of WHO and WHAT Jesus Christ is and WHO and WHAT the Holy Spirit is.  You can see that we are just the VESSEL used in this fantastic plan of grace!
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	John 7:37-39 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.’ (38) Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.’ (39) By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”
At the very second that you believed in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior MIRACLES occurred.  The Holy Spirit came to live in you and streams of living water…that is the Word of God…will flow from you.  That is the Holy Spirit’s power to make you able to live in God’s plan.  Actually, even before that second happened, a miracle occurred.  If it weren’t for the Holy Spirit making the Gospel information about Jesus understandable to us, we couldn’t even believe.  That’s right! Our faith is so small…but a  necessary part of salvation.  God did not create us as robots, so that small SPECK of faith and our human “free will” saying “YES” to the will of God is necessary.  But that’s it!  That’s all that WE contribute…our belief…to this enormous, gigantic gift, eternal plan of God!  That should make you feel relieved.  We are told that we are to live our spiritual life the same way that we believed…a speck of our human volition choosing to have faith in God’s plan for our life!  
The Holy Spirit made it possible for us to believe and He seals our eternal destiny in that very same split second of time.  God did the work and God doesn’t make mistakes or go back on His word!  Once you believe on Him, the Holy Spirit makes your body a HOME for God almighty!  WOW!  Read that sentence over and over until you see how GIGANTIC this event was. 
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	As believers in the Church Age (period of time after Jesus Christ rose from the dead until the Rapture of the Church) we have privileges that the Old Testament believers couldn’t even imagine!  That’s why we call it the mystery because they knew nothing about it.  The Old Testament went from the Ascension of Christ to the Tribulation and Millennium doctrines! The old testament believers had special priests that would have the privilege of going into the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle and temple to talk with God.  The Jews would have to go to these special priests and the priests would go to God. THAT WAS THE OLD WAY! Now we are told that WE ARE ROYAL PRIESTS in the Church Age.  We have a direct line to Heaven because of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross and the changes God made for the Church Age. Let’s look at what the Scripture says about it.  1 Cor 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; (20) you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

	God is completely happy and satisfied with the work that Jesus Christ completed on the cross FOR US!  He does not require any more “work” to be done!  He only requires FAITH on our part.  That is, believing by faith in Jesus Christ and His work on the cross.  You see there’s nothing that we can do to be saved.  We can’t earn it.  Therefore, there’s NOTHING we can do to keep it OR to LOSE it!  
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	You see, when Jesus Christ died on the cross, WE died!  Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” That’s right, once we believe on Jesus Christ, we are ONE with Him.  God no longer looks at us and our failures and SUCCESSES!  God looks at Jesus Christ IN us!  That means that God sees us complete and perfect!  God sees us in our eternal perfect state because of Jesus Christ IN us!  So, we must rest on this fact and LIVE like that!  We must not dwell on our failures, though we have many!  We must confess or rebound and keep moving forward and keep reminding ourselves of HOW GOD SEES US!
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	This requires faith (BELIEF) and without faith it’s impossible to please God!  Remember what I said in the beginning, the only part that we played in our salvation is a small speck of faith!  That same speck of faith is all we need to get through life into eternity!  The more we water that faith with the Word of God, the more we will see ourselves as GOD SEES US!  That makes us have confidence in this life!  Even though other people remind us of our failures, we remind them of the grace of God!  That’s something mankind is craving!  As good as people think they can be, when they go home at night and are all alone, they know that in SOME way they failed!  They know that they need GRACE!  They need someone to accept them ANYWAY!  That is our loving God and Savior Jesus Christ.      

	Without the power of the Holy Spirit to allow us to understand the work of Jesus Christ, then to give us the ability to understand Bible Doctrine and to give us the ability to truly use that Bible Doctrine in our lives, we would be hopeless.  The Holy Spirit is such a wonderful friend!  He made our body holy enough to allow ALMIGHTY God to live there!  That one still blows my mind.      
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	In the Old Testament days, a “SEAL” was used as a signature or a guarantee of something.  A “signet” ring was worn and hot wax was poured and they would press the ring into the wax as a SEAL!   It was used to protect something that was valuable.  It was used in business deals.         
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	In Ephesians 1:13, “In Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in who also, when you believed, you were SEALED by the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise.” This word SEALED is the Greek word SPHRAGIZO.  It’s that same word for guaranteeing a contract and protecting something that’s valuable.  That contract is your promise of Salvation because of the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  The “valuable” thing that the Holy Spirit is protecting is YOU!!!

	Please read all of the verses in this lesson especially the on in 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 that says, “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us in God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.”


Close in Prayer       
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