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September 30, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) 

We studied the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit last week.  We studied how the Holy Spirit makes our body a temple for Jesus Christ and to live in as well!  The Indwelling of Jesus Christ is what we will study today.  Do you realize that the God of the universe, JESUS, lives inside of you?  How AWESOME! Do you know that in no other time in history has this been true! 
In the Old Testament times the High Priest was able to go into the Holy of Holies, that special room in the tabernacle and later in the great temple where God dwelt or lived, to visit the Shekinah Glory.  The Shekinah Glory is what the Old Testament part of the Bible calls the Lord Jesus Christ in His “revealed glory” to His people.  BUT in the Old Testament time only the high priest could go into the special room and see that “revealed glory.” The people NEVER had Jesus LIVING right inside of their bodies like we do today in the Church Age.  They had to go to the priest and the priest was the only one that was able to go to God.  This is called a special priesthood and part of God’s divine rules for that period of history…the Age of Israel.  But now in the Church Age we are all PRIESTS!  We are able to talk to almighty God directly!  We have the most intimate relationship you could ever have with God than anyone else in history.  I don’t care how close you are to your friends or brothers or sisters or even your mom and dad.  They could NEVER live inside of your body!  Living inside our bodies is the closest you can get, kids!
[image: image8.wmf]The word “SHEKINAH” in the Hebrew means to indwell or to live in.  The word for Glory is KABODH in the Hebrew and means what is “SEEN” from this indwelling or living inside…God’s radiance, His light!  In the Old Testament days it was very different for the people. During the day the Shekinah Glory of Jesus appeared in a “CLOUD” over the tabernacle and later the temple. The people actually saw this cloud and knew Jesus the Shekinah Glory was present. 
And at night it was in the form of a pillar of “FIRE” above the tabernacle or temple.  This was a VISIBLE SIGN that God the Son was in the temple.  He was dwelling or living AMONG His people.  This was a sign to His people that they will always be safe and have all that they need as a people as long as HE was in their presence as the Shekinah Glory.  This was comforting to His people. 
	 

[image: image3.jpg]



	In John 1:14 it tells us that Jesus Christ “tabernacled” or “tented” among us. That means He lived among us.  Let’s read it. John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory (radiance or light), the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
The Hebrew word is SHAKAN and it’s where the Old Testament Hebrew word SHEKINAH comes from!   In John 14:20 Jesus Christ tells us that “In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in YOU!”  He was telling us that God was no longer going to dwell or live in temples made of stone but in all believers in the Church Age…that’s us!  Our body is now the temple of God!  Wow, how humbling is that!  Did you ever see pictures of these temples?  Did you ever see how beautiful they were?  They were made of fantastic stone work and sometimes even jewels and gold and precious metals in them!  God moved out of that to move into US!  Tell me that isn’t amazing!! 
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	The people of the Old Testament didn’t see God in the flesh but they saw His glory (radiance or light) and the sign of His presence.  He was invisible to them!  During Jesus’ time the people hearing this prophecy saw Jesus in His human body but they DIDN’T see His Glory!  Isn’t that crazy?  Here He was, God Almighty in the flesh, fulfilling every prophecy that they learned about from the prophets and they didn’t SEE Him in His Glory!
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	Jesus called us sheep many times.  Sheep are really stupid and need to be taken care of all the time or they will get lost and not find their way home!  Sounds just like us without God in our life.  Let’s look in the Bible. John 10:27 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” We are dumb sheep sometimes! We don’t follow or even understand. Sometimes, when we see things outwardly, it’s hard to see past that!  I sometimes think about what it would have been like to SEE Jesus and live when He lived.  The more I think about it the more I realize that it would probably be HARDER to believe that He was God.  Think about it, you meet this man who says that He is God.  I know that we may THINK we would be able to believe and that it would be EASIER, but I truly think that was the toughest time to truly believe.  Heck, His disciples didn’t TRULY believe until He died and rose from the dead!  Yes, they followed Him and studied with Him, but when He told them that He was to die, they were wondering why and were trying to SAVE Him from dying. If they truly believed what He was saying, they would know that He had to die and conquer death and sin for us! But they didn’t have the Holy Spirit yet either.

	
	Think about that for a minute or two!  Back to our subject.  In Colossians 1:27 we read, “To whom God willed or desired to make known what is the glorious riches of this mystery (Church Age) among the Gentiles, which is CHRIST IN YOU, the confidence of glory.”
 

	This verse says it all.  Christ IN us is our confidence!  His glory shining through us is what it’s all about.  Galatians 2:20 says that we are “Crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ lives in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by Faith in the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself up for Me.”  You see, if you truly believe ALL this Bible doctrine stuff, you will realize that in God’s eyes, you died on the Cross with Jesus Christ.  You will see that when God looks at you He sees the completed work of Christ and sees you as HOLY!  He sees the Glory of His Son in you! That is the +R (Jesus’ righteousness) that we get planted in us the moment we believed in Jesus as our Savior. We don’t see it but He does.  The more you grow spiritually by learning God’s Word, the more you will begin to see that you will not grow HOLIER than you are right now!  You will see that you CANNOT be any more holy than you are right this minute!  You are as HOLY as JESUS the moment you believed in HIM!
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	You may experience blessing and glory in your life as you grow, but in God’s eyes, the movie is OVER.  He knows the end and that’s how He sees you.  The more that YOU grow spiritually, the more you will SEE yourself through His eyes and the more like Christ you will become in your behavior.  That comes from changing your thinking.  You need to think like God to see things as God sees them.  That comes from being filled with the Spirit and filling your soul with His Word! 
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	The minute in time that this becomes REAL to you, you will breathe a great sigh of relief.  Yes, you will still want to live for God and do His works, but you will do them as a RESULT of thinking like God. 
You won’t say, I’m going to become holy today and I’m going to use all that Bible Doctrine and I’m going to do great things for God.  Read that last sentence over and over.  There’s one phrase that needs to be ERASED!  Can you guess?  I’M going to!  God wants to do the work through you not from you!  If you remember, YOU, yourself ARE POWERLESS!  POWERLESS people can’t do much!  So, relax and take a deep breath in and a deep breath out!  Rebound and study His word and let HIM do the work through you!  He’s much better at it and He will get all of the glory and praise.  This kids, is the very reason we were created and are alive today! BRING GOD GLORY BY LETTING HIM DO THE WORK in your life!
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