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	Leviticus 1:1-10  1 Corinthians 3:16-20  

1Samuel 4:1-4

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gbible.org/jrtree/col_1_24-27.htm"  


October 16, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  
Today we continue our study of the Indwelling of Jesus Christ, the Shekinah Glory!  Jesus Christ indwells our BODIES!  This is an amazing fact of the Church Age that we live in!  We are in the only dispensation or period of time that this is true!  It has never been true before, and will never be true again after the Rapture of the church.  
When the Jews took the Ark of the Covenant with them into battle, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Shekinah glory, was with them and they would be victorious in battle.  However, we see in 1 Samuel 4:1-4 that there were a couple of Jewish leaders that thought the Ark was a “good luck” charm.  There was very little of the Word of God being taught at this time because the people had become very negative.  They thought they didn’t need God and that’s why they thought the Ark was a “good luck” charm instead of God’s provision for them.  God has a way when His people become negative to His Word, to take that WORD away!  We can never take for granted the great teachings that we have available to us!  It is a gift from God.  It gives us guidance, direction in this life, and the best part…peace in our souls and minds. It gives us a reason to wake up every morning with excitement about our day.  Can you imagine your life without the Lord?  Can you imagine your life without the Word of God to answer all those questions in your soul?  I know I can’t!  What would life be like?  It would be empty and meaningless.
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	We know it’s not the MAN that teaches the WORD of God that has the power, but the WORD of God itself that has power.  So, when these men thought that the ARK itself had power to win a battle, God knew their hearts and what they were thinking, and He taught them a great lesson!  You see, they thought that the Ark was like a lucky charm!  They thought that the ARK itself would bring them good luck!  They forgot that the Lord, appearing as the Shekinah Glory that dwelled in the Ark, was the TRUE SOURCE of their blessings.  They forgot because they were NEGATIVE that is not interested in the teaching of God’s Word and Satan filled their heads with false doctrines!  When we choose NOT to listen to God’s Word, Satan has his demons just waiting to fill your head with garbage!  The quicker they can get into your thoughts, which is what happens when you don’t study God’s Word and grow spiritually, the more things they have to use to keep you out of God’s plan…like television, worldly music, movies and the super special inside agent, our SIN NATURE!  And when you want to get back into the Plan of God they’ll use anything they can to go against the truth of God’s word in your life to get you back out!  

	These Jews were CLOBBERED at war!  The two leaders Hophni and Phinehas were also killed!  And, the Ark was taken by the Philistines and put in their heathen temple!  During this time of negative volition, apostasy and rejection of God’s Word, the Shekinah glory, Jesus Christ, had left Israel.  They had violated every principle of doctrine related to the Shekinah glory. They used up all the chances God gave them as His special people!  God has specific procedures for every time period or dispensation!  THE TWO GREATEST ENEMIES OF THE BELIVER ARE IGNORANCE OF GOD’S WORD AND ARROGANCE.  Ignorance in that you don’t KNOW the truth.  Arrogance, because you choose NOT to know the Truth or apply the truth that you know.  In this life, you are either living in God’s plan for your life or you are living in Satan’s Cosmic system and thinking like he thinks…as an enemy of God!  It’s that plain and simple.
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	You cannot be in BOTH!  You cannot be in God’s plan and ADD to what He says is right or wrong.  ACCURACY is God’s way of life!  Being sincere and THINKING you are doing something right doesn’t cut it in God’s plan!  He wants you to do the RIGHT thing the RIGHT way!  

	

	     
The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our life provides a temple for the indwelling of Jesus Christ in our body, for the Shekinah Glory!  In 1 Corinthians 3:16-20 we read, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.  Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise (with Bible doctrine).  For the wisdom of this world (Satan’s thinking) is foolishness before God.  For it is written, ‘He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness’; Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price (the cross); therefore glorify God in your BODY.”
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	The indwelling of Jesus Christ is there for motivation and our spiritual growth.  In the Old Testament, Jesus Christ dwelt AMONG His people but now, in the Church Age after the cross and resurrection, He dwells IN HIS PEOPLE…US!  WOW!  That’s just amazing to me.  The very creator of the universe, the one that holds the earth in MID AIR, and controls all life on earth and life itself, LIVES INSIDE OF YOU AND ME!  If that doesn’t make you want to just stand in AWE for a minute or two, I don’t know what will!  We are in the same position as Jesus Christ because He lives inside of us. He is seated in victory at the right hand of God the Father…AND SO ARE WE!  He has defeated Satan and his kingdom of darkness, AND SO HAVE WE! That is our position!  Our experiences in life try to tell us otherwise!  They try to tell us what a loser we are!  Don’t get me wrong, we are losers and we all have loser potential.  BUT our position in Christ is what conquers that thinking.  If you do NOT KNOW your position, you will be a sucker for those attacks.  The ones that remind you of the times about how you failed over and over again should NEVER bother you because you are in JESUS CHRIST!  The thoughts that come into your head telling you that you aren’t worthy to be serving God or that you aren’t holy are absolutely false!!  

	 

God sees us as He sees His Son Jesus Christ…God sees us as He sees Christ!  I think you get the point.  But, it is something you need to repeat over and over again in your soul or you WILL be defeated when Satan and his demons attack your thinking.  The Shekinah glory lives inside of you and God sees you as He sees His Son; PERFECT and SEATED AT HIS RIGHT HAND! How do YOU see YOURSELF?  That can only change by replacing your thoughts with HIS thoughts, WHICH IS THE WORD OF GOD THAT IS ALIVE AND POWERFUL!
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