LCYM Lesson 44

January 6, 2006


[image: image1.jpg]God's
Vineyard



[image: image2.jpg]Picture a vineyard. A healthy vineyard has rows and rows of
beautiful, brown grape vines with lush green branches and leaves.
There are no weeds and the soil is rich with nutrients. The vine is
- the part of the plant that gives life and nourishment to the
branches. It supplies the branches with all they need to grow and
produce fruit. A vinedresser, the one who takes care of the
vineyard, consistently cares for the vine and the branches. This
work takes a lot of knowledge. He makes sure that the soil,
climate, and nutrients are all right. If any branch is harming the
growth of the plant, it is pruned or cut of f. When everything is
right, a good crop of grapes will be produced. |
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[image: image3.jpg]We can compare our spiritual life to a vineyard. We are in God's
vineyard. God the Father is the Vinedresser. The Vine is the Lord
Jesus Christ. Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are the branches.
God the Father is looking over the vineyard, working with the Vine
and the branches. In His omniscience and omnipotence He
designed a spiritual growth plan for the Vine and the branches. Tt
 is called the pre-designed plan of God. God makes sure that we

have the right "soil, climate, and nutrients” for our spiritual
growth.
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John 15:1 "I [Jesus Christ] am the true Vine, and My Father is the
Vinedresser." |
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[image: image4.jpg]Jesus tested the soil, climate, and nutrients, or the pre-designed
plan of God, during His life on Earth. The pre-designed plan is: the
filling of the Holy Spirit; learning, believing, and using Bible
doctrine; and using the problem solving devices or living in the pre-
designed plan. Jesus didn't need to rebound or to be occupied with
Christ, since He is sinless and He is the Lord Jesus Christ. He had
more tests and problems than we will ever have! Jesus lived in the
plan of God. The plan worked. Jesus made it through the difficult
times and produced divine good or the fruit of the Holy Spirit to

the max!
The Pre-designed Plan of God

The Filling of the Holy Spirit
Learning, Believing, and Using Bible Doctrine

Using the Problem Solving Devices

Goodness

Patience - Kindness

Faithfulness

Gentleness Self-Control

Hebrews 12:13 For consider Him Who has endured such hostility by sinners
against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.

John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me."
Page 3



[image: image5.jpg]What is the fruit of the Holy Spirit?

Well, it isn't some exotic fruit like papaya, or some common fruit
like apples. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control.." It is something that God the Holy Spirit produces or
makes happen in the life of the believer who is following the pre-
designed plan of God*

*Pre-designed plan of God: the filling of the Holy Spirit; learning, believing,
and using Bible doctrine; and using the problem solving devices.
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Follow God's Plan



[image: image6.jpg]For this to happen, we have to keep learning about God through
the filling of the Holy Spirit and live in God's plan for our lives. We
have to abide (stay) in the Vine, the Lord Jesus Christ. Then the
‘Holy Spirit can change us. He will be able to produce divine good
or the fruit of the Spirit in us. We will grow spiritually from baby
believers to adult believers. We will branch out! The Holy Spirit
will make sure of that!

Learn about God...

by listening to cassettes
and CDs...

through Bible study classes...

by reading.

John 15:4 "Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. No Branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in Me."
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[image: image7.jpg]Through the Vine we get all our power. The life that is
complete in the Vine is supplied to us, the growing branches.
We get all that we need to grow in the spiritual life from using
the same plan of God that Jesus, in his humanity, used: the
filling of the Holy Spirit; learning, believing, and using Bible
doctrine; and using the problem solving devices. What an
awesome form of energy! The Vine gives life to the branches.
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John 15:5 "I am the Vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me
[fellowship with 6od], and I in him [through doctrine in the soul], he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.”
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