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URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) "He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (Jn. 3:36)
 

	XXXXXXXXXXXXXWe continue our study in John chapter 15.  Jesus has left the upper room with His disciples.  As they are walking Jesus begins to tell them an “analogy” about the VINE and the BRANCHES.  He’s probably walking by a vineyard and maybe even holding a vine and branch in His hand as he speaks.
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	    Let’s read, shall we.  “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in Me that does NOT bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.”  Here Jesus is teaching us that just as the VINE is the powerful life force for the branches of a vine, so HE is our true source in life.  If we want to bear fruit, we must be attached properly to the vine.  If you walk by a branch and snap part of it off, that branch will surely either die and/or most definitely not produce ANY more fruit.  The reason for that is that that part of the branch is no longer properly attached to the vine.  
        

	    Living the spiritual life is the “ANALOGY” that Jesus is referring to.  He is the VINE and we are the BRANCHES!  When He says that every branch that does not bear fruit He takes away, that means divine discipline.  When we are out of God’s plan for our lives we CANNOT and DO NOT produce DIVINE fruit.  We may be “good” and do “good things” but it is NOT DIVINE fruit, it’s just smelly human fruit.  When a vine is overgrown, the vinedresser has to “prune” the branches back!  That means that he snips the branches off so that the energy isn’t wasted at the end of the branch.  Now all of the energy is in a smaller area and more fruit can be produced.  The energy used to keep the “branch” alive can be wasted if there is no fruit that is being produced.  So, when God snips us back through testing in our life, He is “pruning” us back so that there’s LESS OF US and more of JESUS who is the true vine.. Now we can produce good fruit!  
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	  To determine whether fruit is good or bad, we must determine the power or energy that produced the fruit.  If we are filled with the Holy Spirit (rebounding all day long) and we do “good works” we are doing them in the power of the “VINE”.  When we are not rightly attached to the vine and not rebounding and living in our own power, we can still produce “good works” but those are the ones that will burn when they are tested at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  When we go to Heaven and stand before God, He will put our works in a pile.  He will light them on fire.  Any works that were done in His power will turn to precious pure refined Gold.  Any works that we did in our power will just turn to ashes.  You see, God doesn’t have to judge our SIN at the Judgment Seat of Christ because Jesus Christ paid for the sins of the entire world.  He even paid for the sins of those people that are in Hell.  The only reason that they are in Hell, is because they didn’t accept the free gift Jesus Christ offered them.. How silly is that!!!  Actually, how ARROGANT is that!  They refused to believe that Jesus died for their sins.
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	             So, back to Di-Vine&ldots; LOL  When God says that the dead branches are “thrown away  and dries up and they gather them and cast them into the fire and they are burned” in verse 6 of John 15, this refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Some people out there say that this verse says that if we don’t do good, we lose our salvation!  How can that be true?  If our Salvation was a free gift and we did nothing to earn or deserve it, how can we do anything to LOSE it?  
 
	 

 

 

 

	      We all have a VINE in our life!  What is your VINE?  What do you draw your power from?  Is it Jesus Christ?  Or, is it something else?  When you wake up in the morning, what makes you excited about your day?  A boy?  A girl?  A sport? Maybe video games!  Whatever it is, if it’s not Jesus Christ, your true vine, the energy will eventually run out.  And if you were paying attention earlier, you know that God will do His faithful pruning, in His timing!  He loves you too much to let you just waste away your time on earth, producing works that will only turn to ashes.
Producing Divine Good is a GRACE gift from God. Without God’s invitation to us to produce such divine good, it would not be available to us to do so.  You see, God is perfect and the works that He approves must be perfect works.  You well know that you and I are far from perfect and even our best works can’t be perfect!  Compared to God, our best isn’t even GOOD!  So, in His matchless grace, He has offered you and I the privilege to use His power to produce perfect works for His glory!  
How exciting is that!?!

	Think about this, the Lord just took a “cup” of wine (which is originally “grape” juice) and had the Lord’s Supper with His disciples in the Upper Room.  The wine in that cup represents the work that Jesus Christ was about to do on the cross, being judged for ALL SINS FOR ALL TIME FOR ALL MANKIND!  So, now Jesus is telling His disciples, the only way to enter into God’s plan and be properly attached to the vine is through this CUP!  Through believing on the work that Jesus Christ did on the cross.  At this point in time, they had to believe it was GOING to happen.  When we take communion, we REMEMBER WHAT HAS ALREADY HAPPENED!
    He’s a peach of a Savior, He’s the apple of my eye.  He prunes back the branches when the branches get too high. He bears fruit in season and His love will never die and that’s why I’m bananas for the Lord!!! Stay in the Di-Vine plan!
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