PAGE  
1

	The Jr. Tree of Life 
LCYM Lesson 50
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 19
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	Mystery of the Fruit of the Vine


February 19, 2006
	URGENT INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  

"For the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36)
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	In John 15:1-11 Jesus is saying, “I am the vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away (disciplines); and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it (suffering for blessing and spiritual growth), that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean (saved) because of the doctrine which I have spoken to you.

	Abide (live by my commands) in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the Vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the Vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away like a branch (judgment of dead works of the believer destroyed at the evaluation seat of the LJC), and dries up; and they (the angels) gather them, and cast them (dead works…human good) into the fire, and they are burned.  If you abide in Me, and My words abide (live in your soul) in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.  By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My indoctrinated ones (students). Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments (not the 10 commandments but the over 300 commands to the Church Age Believer in Bible), you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments, and abide in His love.  These things I have spoken to you, that My joy (happiness) may be in you, and that your joy (happiness) may be made full.”

	     Read that over a few times. It’s a great story that Jesus is telling us. He is using the vine and the fruit as a visual aid for us to learn how ABIDING works!  Abide here means to live in Gods commands have a relationship with Him. He is also using His relationship with His Father as an example to us as to how REAL that relationship with God can be! 
He was 100% Human and He had an intimate relationship with His Father who was in Heaven. He encourages us to have that same intimate relationship with HIM and therefore with His Father...and how does He tell us to do this? Through BIBLE DOCTRINE!!
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	     However we can’t teach ourselves how to live like a Christian by working on SELF!  If we could be a great Christian just by making our self better, then unbelievers could do the same and they do! So, we have to conclude that the OUTWARD actions do not always reveal the INWARD energy being used. There are many unbelievers in the world who

	are doing “GOOD” things and being “NICE” to people and that is great. However, if they are doing these things in their own power to impress God and people so that they can WORK their way into Heaven, they are very wrong!  The best “GOOD” that a human can produce is still BAD compared to God’s perfect goodness. That is why He sent Jesus Christ to be our Savior. So, now that we are told to ABIDE in Christ and we will bear fruit, what fruit are we talking about?

	The “FRUIT” of the Spirit is described in Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” Please note that even though there are many words to describe the fruit of the Spirit, it is ONE fruit!  It is like a diamond. If you look at a diamond, there are many sides and each side reflects a different color light, but it is ONE diamond.  The reason it is described as the “fruit of the Spirit” is because the Holy Spirit is the source of this fruit. So, really, all you have to do 
	[image: image9.png]




	is be filled with the Holy Spirit (by rebound) and have the Word of God in your soul and HE DOES THE REST!  Heck, He even makes the Word of God understandable when we learn it. He even brings the Word of God back to our remembrance when we need it to think. So, truly, God does ALL of the work and therefore the fruit that we produce is valuable to God!  Our own fruit would rot and grow fuzzy mold on it!  It would have no value compared to God’s goodness!


	[image: image10.png]



	     The first aspect of the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE!  This is AGAPE love. This is the first time that this type of love is even mentioned in history. It was tradition at this time that if someone murders, they should be murdered.  If someone hurts someone they should be hurt in the same manner. This was the Mosaic LAW!  Now, Jesus is telling them to Love their enemies, pray for those who hurt you! (Luke 6:27) This is a very new idea and it can only be done by the power of God!

	     In I Corinthians 13:13 we are told that Love is the greatest virtue of all!  Anyone that can forgive someone that has done badly to them over and over again is a beautiful display of VIRTUE and LOVE!  God’s Love is most strongly viewed when looking at the Cross of Jesus Christ.  “God so LOVED the world that He gave His only Son…” John 3:16.  God so loved that He gave!  Having an attitude of giving is a “fruit” of Agape Love.   In 1 John 3:14-18 we are told that, “We know we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren.  He who does not love abides (out of fellowship…not filled with the Holy Spirit) in death (spiritual death).  Everyone who hates his fellow believer is a murderer...We know agape love by this that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever has the material possessions and sees his brother in need and ignores him, how does the love of God ABIDE in him?”  This is a clear picture of the “FRUIT” of Love in our life.
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     Galatians 5:22-23 again says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  You should probably memorize this verse as we have been studying it for a few weeks.  The word “JOY” means Happiness!  Perfect Happiness is REAL even when you are having a terrible day!  It is permanent. It doesn’t come and go according to what’s going on around you. This doesn’t mean you always have a silly grin on your face, but it means that your soul is at peace no matter what!  You know GOD and WHO AND WHAT HE IS and that He is going to get you through anything in life!  Happiness doesn’t come from GETTING THINGS! Actually it truly is maximized in GIVING!  A happy person enjoys “stuff” and “things”, but stuff and things can’t make anyone permanently happy!  You may be happy for a moment in time. But this is a short-lived happiness that the world offers.  You cannot build your happiness on the details of this life, good environment, or people!  Perfect Happiness from God is related to your relationship with God and how well you know Him through His word!  Jeremiah 15:16 says, “Your words were found and I ate them, and your doctrines became happiness for me and the delight of my heart!”
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