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Lighthouse Christian Youth Ministry Lesson 53c
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 30
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GRACE in ACTION
August 4, 2006
	URGENT INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  
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	I am reporting live from the Judgment Seat of Christ.  My name is Nick.  I’m about to be evaluated or graded by the LJC and I am standing near the biggest bonfire I have ever seen.  It’s almost my turn so I want to tell you all about what is happening here.  All around the bonfire are fellow believers who are crying very, very loudly. They are crying because they have just found out that they are loser believers. They have lost all their eternal rewards as it tells us in 1 Cor 3:11-15. "If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, but  like through fire".

	A believer is a “loser” believer at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Seat of Christ if he fails to fulfill his personal predesigned plan that God has for him or her while on Earth. As a loser He is still saved and going to Heaven as you can see in verse 15. One of the many Bible principles or laws that loser believers have rejected or refused to do on Earth was understanding and living in God’s grace plan for his life. Satan has always hated the grace and plan of God. I have chosen to interview one of these “loser” believers and his name is Stanley.  Shhh, I don’t want to scare him.


Nick:  Stanley, why are you crying so loudly?  You’re a believer. 
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	Stanley:  Because while I lived my life on Earth, I didn’t think it was important to live in the grace and plan that God had given me to live in.  I knew some of the rules and principles of grace but I didn’t use them in my life. I was too busy playing games and putting everything else before God. I knew that I was forgiven of my sins because of all that God did for me on the Cross and in the work Jesus did for us to get forgiven.  It was a free gift and I didn’t have to do anything on my own to be forgiven.  It was all done by God.  But I was so happy that I was going to heaven I didn’t pay much attention to what else God had for me through His grace!

	I still lived my life based on human good (anything done in life that is done when not being filled with God the Holy Spirit. (1 John 1:9).  I am so ashamed!!! I failed and failed even though I was warned by my Pastor, my Mom and Dad, and my Bible teacher.  I knew that God wouldn’t hold back His grace from me because of these failures. He is an awesome God! I was the one who refused to use that grace myself.  No one else but me!! I didn’t pick up the pieces and move forward in the spiritual life after I failed either. I continued to put myself down every time I failed until I was very unhappy and miserable.  I realize now that I didn’t have to think about the bad things in my life because the good things God gave me from His grace were so much better than the bad things I caused all by myself.  God is such a gracious God!!!  I wish I understood all that on Earth!!  Satan and his demons really influenced me the wrong way because I kept forgetting to confess and stay in the filling of the Holy Spirit!  


Nick: you are absolutely right about God, Stanley.  Everything that God did for us while on Earth was for our good.  Also, grace would not have been considered grace if God took it back every time we sinned or failed. God’s grace did not include anything that had to do with our own effort or ability. In other words, God showed us His grace just because He wanted to. Because of the finished work of the LJC on the Cross, God was 100% free to exercise His grace towards man.  He didn’t have to but He did.  Now, that is grace!!
Stanley: you are so right about grace!!  But I was such a friend of Satan’s cosmic system. The cosmic system is a satanic system of thought. That’s how you think when you’re not filled with the spirit. Satan is so smooth, he sneaks up on you and deceives you like he did Eve in the Garden of Eden.  I didn’t believe what James 4:4 said. "You adulteresses (this means spiritual cheaters or believers not loyal to God’s grace and plan) do you not know that friendship with the world (love for the world more than love for God) is hostility (insulting) to God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God."  I sure was thinking like Satan and not like God at all.  That’s because I wasn’t even filled with God the Holy Spirit while I was on Earth that much.  I also knew that the finished work on the Cross took care of the sin question forever. I was lazy and just looked out for myself and what I wanted to do! Sin was not even an issue for the unbeliever because the LJC died for ALL man’s sin.  It’s too late now to start over!!  I’m really ashamed and sad!! 
Nick: Did you know that when you rebounded or confessed the sins you remembered but forgot to tell the Father about other sins, that the LJC died for those forgotten sins as well?  How great is that??
Stanley:  Yeah, I knew it but refused to accept it. I also refused to believe that God had given His grace equally to all believers.  But He did!  He did!  I didn’t do what James 4:8 said to do. "Draw near to God (rebound) and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners and purify your hearts (the right lobes of your brain), you double minded."  I worked really hard sometimes for God while on Earth but I wasn’t filled with God the Holy Spirit so it was just human good and not divine good and now it’s part of that huge bonfire.  God made it so easy to understand the spiritual life but I had to do it MY way.  My way was the WRONG way!!  Only God’s way is the right way. It has to be divine good. This bonfire is really HOT!  Its scorching!!
Nick:  You are right about this fire!  Stanley, did you know that the believer is supposed to live his life the same way he was saved, which is by grace?  It’s grace, all the way Stanley, all the way.  You know what “grace” means, Stanley?  It means all that God is free to give you for your good!
Stanley:  Of course I know that now. I kind of knew it then, too, sometimes when I listened in Bible class and in church when I felt like going!  I just wish that I had used it everyday in my life when I was on Earth. I also wish that I believed and applied Rom 11:6. “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.” I know that if I had lived by grace, while on Earth, then I would have lived the same way in which I was saved. By GRACE!! GRACE!! And more GRACE!!   
The Bible is so clear in Col 2:6. "As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him."  All I can say is shame on me, I didn’t walk the same way I was saved…by grace.  Who are those people with the shiny robes? Wow, how cool! They also have all those decorations on their body!!!
Nick:  They’re the winner believers, you know, the invisible heroes! They recognized that they only had one short life to live on Earth to experience God’s magnificent grace. They took advantage of it and glorified God during the angelic conflict…that nasty war that got us created in the first place!  They wanted to know why they were born and what they were supposed to do here on Earth and they recognized that God’s grace was not a reward for how they lived or by anything they did. They knew that God treated everybody in grace. They knew it had nothing to do with what a person deserved or didn’t deserve. They also recognized that they needed grace in every area of their life on Earth. They needed grace in prayer as it says in Heb 4:16.  "Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  They needed grace when they were going through testing and some undeserved suffering that every growing believer has to pass to continue to grow but no worries!  God gives all of us the grace to pass these tests and HE carries us through the suffering as well.  See here in 2 Cor 12:9. “And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient (enough) for you, for power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may live in me." The Apostle Paul said this after he asked the Lord 3 times to remove a problem he was having, and after receiving “no” for an answer, the Apostle had to remember the doctrine that he had already been taught.  Every answer to life’s problems can be found in Bible Doctrine…the Word of God and specifically the Problem Solving Devices (PSDs).  I have to leave now.  I’m just a couple of believers away from my evaluation and I can see Jesus really clear now.  He’s so cool and what a nice face.  He’s welcoming all of us. Before I go up there is there anything else you want to talk about? Hurry up if you do.
Stanley:  I want to scream out to all the people on Earth.  Grace never depends on who we are but on who God is. God saves by grace, keeps us saved by grace, and teaches us by grace, and rewards us by grace.
Nick: Hey all you young believers everywhere.  There is no reason to be a loser believer at the judgment seat of Christ!!  Learn and use God’s grace in your life right now!!  Don’t wait or put it off.  You won’t be sorry!  Oh, hello, Sir, so happy to see you finally face to face.
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2 Pet 1:2 “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”
