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Lesson 1 - Heaven


Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)
Let’s pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Subject:  Heaven

Promise and memory verse: 

“Happiness is for those that hear the Word of God and obey it”.  (Luke 11:28.)

About Happiness
This is why we are here today.  We are here to start learning God’s Word.  It is a wonderful road.  It will give you inner happiness.

Your Bible says “Blessed” and in this verse it means happiness.

Satan wants you to look at people and things to make you happy.  This is like the mirage in the desert Gene, Bobby and Gary spoke of in camp.  The world gives us lots of things to look at and want but it’s like a desert.  In the desert we’re hot and dry but see thirst quenching water on the horizon. This is an illusion; it is not real because we never get to the water we think we see.  That is what Satan wants to give you… the lie.  It looks good but it is not satisfying.  It doesn’t quench our thirst.  The only one who can satisfy us or give us inner happiness is God.

What makes you Happy? 

1. If you could do anything, what would you do?

2. What would you like to do that you’re not old enough to do now?

3. If you had a million dollars, and you could spend it only on yourself, how would you spend it?

God knows everything that will make you happy and He is ready to give it to you when you are able to enjoy it here in time and of course forever in heaven.  He actually knows better than you know yourself what will make you happy. 

Presentation:

Let’s talk about heaven first.  It is a place like no other place and better than you or I can ever imagine.  Heaven is perfect.  There is nothing bad or wrong in heaven and you can’t even do anything wrong or bad there.  You will never be unhappy or bored, you’ll never have to go to school or do homework, wash dishes, clean your rooms or eat vegetables.  You’ll never be ugly, stupid, unpopular, dumb, clumsy, embarrassed, shy afraid or lonely.  You can fly to any place you want to and never be tired.  You can sleep or not, you will never get hurt, grow old or be even the slightest bit sick.  You can eat all the chocolate you want and never get fat.  Thank you Lord.  THERE’S SO MUCH MORE I CANNOT EVEN BEGIN TO TELL YOU.

You can’t pay for anything in heaven either.  That’s right.  Someone has already paid for everything.  It’s all FREE!  Jesus Christ paid for it on the cross.  He died as our substitute and paid the penalty for our sins, yours and mine and everyone who ever lived on earth or is going to live on earth.  After He died, He was resurrected (He came back to life.)  He proved to everyone once and for all that He is the only one who truly conquered death.  He lives in Heaven now in a resurrection body.  He is the only one who has this new kind of body because He is the only one who came back to life and will never die.  You must believe this because you will not be able to go to Heaven if you don’t.  If you think you can pay your own way into heaven, you are absolutely wrong!  You cannot.  He did it all.

Read the verses on your salvation sheets.  Try to memorize them so you can have them with you always and to share them with your unsaved family and friends.

We’ve looked at Heaven right?  What about here on earth right now?  Does God reward us here?  Yes, when we study and learn His Word, the Bible, and grow and mature in His Word He rewards us with many blessings in time here on earth.

We cannot obey God until we know what He wants from us and we find the answers in His Word, the Bible.  

THAT IS HOW GOD COMMUNICATES TO US.   (2 Tim 3:16) “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

Application of Bible Doctrine

1. Before the Bible existed God revealed Himself in various ways.  Creation (Psa. 19:1) “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”  (Rom 1:20) “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
2. By revelation (Heb. 1:1) “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,” 

3. Direct communication.  Angels, speaking to prophets, dreams.  (Heb. 1:1)
4. Today however, God’s message is available only in the Bible, the Word of God.  (John 1:18) “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.”  (Heb 1:2) “But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.”
5. Bible is divided into the Old Testament, God’s information before the Birth of Jesus and the New Testament, God’s information after the Birth of Jesus to the in writing about 90 AD.  
6. The Lord, Jesus Christ, is the foundation of the Bible and our cornerstone.  (1 Pet 2:6-8) “For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, the stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, and a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.  They stumble because they disobey the message--.”
7. The Bible is called the mind of Christ.  (1 Cor 2:16)  "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?  But we have the mind of Christ.”
8. Everything God wants us to know about Him and His plan for us is found only in the Bible.  God has a special plan for each of us and He reveals that plan to us through His Word.  (Psa 138:2) “I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word.”   
9. Jesus Christ was impeccable.  No sin was found in Him.  He never sinned while He was present on earth.  This is His reputation and the reason for which He qualified to be our substitute for the judgement of our sins on the Cross.  And He places His Word above this reputation.  That should tell you how important the Word is.  

10. You must have a passion and thirst for God’s Word.  This is the only way to have consistent inner happiness in your life under any circumstance, good or bad.  Bible doctrine must be more important to you than anything including yourself. 

Close in Prayer: Father, thank you for the opportunity to study your word today.  I pray that God the Holy Spirit will make this study a permanent part of my soul so that I may grow up spiritually.  I pray He will challenge me and guide me in your Word always.  In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen. 
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