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BIBLE CLASS July 22, 1999

Lesson 4 – The Plan of God for Your Life 


Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9 “ not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16 "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17 “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)

Let us pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Subject: The Plan of God, God has a Personal Plan for your life.
Promise and memory verse: Rom. 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

Vocabulary: 

God the Father – the first person of the Godhead or Trinity.  He designed a plan for each person.  The member of the Godhead that we address all prayer to.  

Plan of God – everything that God can do for us.  Everything that He wants to do for us. 

Salvation – a gift from God that allows us to spend eternity with Him in heaven by believing in Jesus Christ, His son, Jesus’ work on the cross, and His Resurrection from the dead.
Bible – the inspired Word of God, the scriptures written by men who were chosen and led by God the Holy Spirit to teach mankind about God’s Truth.  To instruct us in God’s perfect plan.

Heaven – the home of God.

Bible Doctrine for our subject “God has a personal plan for you.”
1. God exists and wants to be with us forever.

2. God loves us.

3. God reveals Himself to us in the Bible and reveals that He wants us to spend forever with Him in perfect happiness.

4. God makes sense.

5. God has a plan and in His grace He has provided a perfect plan for each of us.

6. You are the object of God’s plan.

7. You owe God a hearing.  Let Him tell you about this plan.

Let’s review the attributes of God again in regards to the Plan for us:

Sovereignty - (Crown) - King.  (Psa. 83:18b) “Let them know that you, whose name is the LORD…that you alone are the Most High over all the earth”.  If God is the King-Ruler of the entire universe and can do anything He wants, can He make a perfect plan for you?  Yes.  He wants to be with us forever.  God can do anything He wants and He wants to do everything for us.  

Righteousness - (+R) - God is perfect goodness.  (Matt 5:48) “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  If God is perfect, can His plan for you be perfect you?  Yes.  Remember as a believer in the Lord, Jesus Christ, you have His righteousness, His +R so you can receive His blessings. 

Justice - God is fair and will be perfect in His treatment of you.  (Deut 32:4) “He is the Rock, His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is He.”   Neh 9:33 “in all that has happened to us, you have been just; you have acted faithfully, while we did wrong.  Since God is fair, can His plan for you be totally fair?  Yes.  Even when we do wrong or sin, He is still faithful to give us the perfect plan through His grace and love.

Love - (Heart) - God is perfect love. (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much, He gave His uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him will never perish but have eternal life.”  (I John 4:9) “This is how God showed His love among us: He sent his uniquely born Son into the world that we might live through Him.”  (Rom 5:8) “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Since He gave us salvation, the hardest thing He had to do because He sacrificed His Son, don’t you think He will give you a world of blessings from His Love?  Absolutely!
Eternal life - God has no beginning or end.  He has no boundaries and is present in all existing space.  (Psa. 90:2) “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”  (Ps 102:27) “But you remain the same, and your years will never end.”  God has always existed and will always exist.  God’s personal plan for us existed before we did.  Do you know that it will always exist as well even if you decide not to take this plan He has for you?  Once God does something for us it is forever.  
Omniscience - God knows everything past, present and future.  (Matt 6:88) “Do not be like them (pagans, unbelievers), for your Father knows what you need before you.”  God knows grace is the best plan.  Grace is all that God can do for you and He knows all about you better than you know yourselves.  
Omnipresent - God is everywhere. (Jer 23:23-24) "Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away?  Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I fill heaven and earth?" (Acts 17:27) “God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.”  He wants to always be with you while you live out His plan for you because He can.
Omnipotent - God is all-powerful in all things.  Our verse last week says in (Luke 1:37) “For nothing is impossible with God."  Again, He can do anything He wants to do and have anything He wants to have.  He wants the perfect plan for you.  Do you think He can do that just for you personally?  Yes.
Immutability - (the Rock) - God is faithful.  God will always be the same in His perfect character.  He is perfect stability and you can rely on Him to keep His word.  In (Num. 23:19) “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should change Hs mind. Does He speak and then not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?” Ps 33:11 “But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of His heart through all generations.” (Psa. 102:27) “But you remain the same, and your years will never end.” (Lam 3:22-25) “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassion’s never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him.  The LORD is good to those whose hope (confidence) is in Him, to the one who seeks Him…”  (Heb 6:17) “Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, He confirmed it with an oath.”   God cannot change.  God’s plan or works cannot change.  He is absolute stability.  God’s words cannot change.  He is always faithful.  He is always reliable.  Do you think He will be faithful to you in His for you?  Yes. 
Veracity - (the Bible) - God is absolute Truth.  He always tells the Truth.  God’s word is true and He reveals the truth of His plan.   (Psa 12:6) “And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.”  (John 8:45-46)  “Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!  Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?  If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me?”   It is seen in His works.  (Psa. 33:4) “For the word of the LORD is right and true; He is faithful in all He does.”   It is seen in His ways.  (Rev 15:3) “…Great and marvelous are your ways, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.”   God always tells the Truth.  It is true that God has a perfect plan made individually for each of us.  God cannot lie or deceive us and we learn about this plan for us in His Word.  Do you believe God’s Word and plan for you are true?  Yes.

Presentation
There are three phases or parts to God’s plan: salvation, the believer’s life on earth, and the believer’s life in eternity.
In eternity past, long ago, before you and me, before there were any people, before there were animals and trees, even before there were planets and moons and suns, even before time and the universe existed, God was.  And as God looked around about Himself, He thought, “All this is wonderful, and I would love to share it.  I will make a plan that tells people what I have for them, and gives them everything they will ever need.  They can just sit back and enjoy My Plan.”

Do you know the name of the place that God is talking about?  Heaven.
What do you think is sitting in heaven right now, set aside for you and you alone?  Your own personal treasure of blessings.
So, God the Father designed a plan just for you.  The plan is a great adventure and we’re going to learn all about it.

The adventure starts at salvation, the second you believe in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.  You have an incredible journey that will take you through a life in which wonderful treasures or blessings are awaiting you.  

You all have gone on trips with your families, right?  Remember how it was when you started out?  You were excited. You anticipated having fun on the way.  You looked forward to all the new sites and feelings you would experience while on your trip, right?  Remember when you got to your destination?  You had a really good time usually.  (I always remember trips to the beach when I was a little girl.  I couldn’t wait.  It was the highlight of the year besides Christmas).

Well your journey with God lasts your whole life and is full of surprises to discover, maybe you’ll encounter some evil villains to defeat, contests to win, wonderful and even scary places or experiences to explore, people to know and become friends with.  Each of you will travel your own journey, and all journeys will reach heaven when you die.  God wants to make sure that you enjoy this adventure.  So God has given you His power (the filling of the Holy Spirit) and equipment to fulfill His plan (The Bible). The Bible to learn about plan and the Holy Spirit again to help you accomplish it here on earth.  This is His Grace provision.  It all depends on God and your attitude toward His plan for you.

What is the most important thing besides salvation that God has provided for you?  
God provided the Bible as your travel guide.  It includes the map and all the directions and instructions you need.  God gives you a Pastor/Teacher, like Gene or Bobby or Gary to teach you.  God in His perfect wisdom gives you one more thing you need - the perfect travel companion, Jesus Christ.  He will always be with you as your best friend.  He will comfort you when you’re upset (by claiming His Promises – memorize them); He will be with you when you are lonely (read and study His Word); He will be right beside you in every contest in life (prayer – ask Him anything).

So what do you say?  Is this a journey you are willing to take?  Do you believe it will be perfect for you?  

The only thing keeping you from fulfilling God’s plan for your life is you.  You can say no but you will never have that inner happiness I spoke about.  You will be on your own and try to get that happiness by roads you choose apart from God’s plan.  That will be like walking to the store to buy something and walking right past the store!  Oh, you will have temporary happiness but it always goes away and you wonder why am I so miserable.  

Let God make you happy.  Give His plan a try.  You are not going to be perfect.  You will still sin but you have the filling of the Holy Spirit…name your sins to God and get right back into His plan.  (1 John 1:9) “If we name our (known) sins to God, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to purify us from all wrongdoing (including your unknown sins).”  Just stay on His road…not the road away from Him.

Let’s finish by reading these scripture references:

Phase One of God’s plan – Salvation, God’s greatest gift to us.  (John 1:12) “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God…”  (1 Pet 2:24) “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the Cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed.

Phase Two of God’s plan – believer’s life on earth: (Rom 12:2) “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is…His good, pleasing and perfect will.”  (1 Cor 2:16) “…But we have the mind of Christ.”  (2 Cor 5:17) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  (Phil 4:7) “And the peace of God, which goes above all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  (1 Pet 1:13) “Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

Phase Three of God’s plan – believer’s life in eternity: (1 Cor 3:12-14) “If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day (Evaluation seat of LJC) will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.

Scripture for discussion:

(Matt 16:24-26) “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?’ “   Jesus is speaking of unbelievers here.  Some people would rather experience the world and all it offers than to come to Christ and follow His plan for their life.  Remember you need salvation through Christ before you can have a relationship with God.  Remember the fly?

(John 13:12-17) “When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" He asked them.  You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”  Jesus is speaking about believers now who must dedicate their lives to the plan He has for them.  Part of the plan is putting others before you.  Doing first for others then for ourselves.  Remember that God blesses us much more than anything we could imagine.

Close in prayer: Father, thank you for this Bible study.  I ask that God, the Holy Spirit will make it real for me and challenge me in the days ahead.  Amen.
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