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BIBLE CLASS August 19, 1999

Lesson 7 – Satan’s Strategy

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9 “not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16 "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17 “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV) 
Let us pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Subject: Satan’s Strategy

Promise and memory verse: (1 John 4:4) “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them (the devil and his fallen angels), because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”

Vocabulary:  

Age of Israel - is a period of time or dispensation related to the nation Israel that lasts 490 years.  This period began when God told Moses to lead the Jews out of Egypt (the Exodus) and is interrupted with the birth of Christ but continues during the seven year Tribulation period.  

Beelzebub - means “master of the heavenly dwelling” or “master of the flies” and was a term used by the Jews to mock or ridicule Satan.

Cosmic System - is Satan’s orderly, very well put together plan of thinking which includes a purpose, strategy, and structure of authority designed to confuse the human race and rule the world.  It is a classroom for communicating Satan’s false doctrines.

Demon - is a spirit-being or fallen angel who chose to go with Satan when he rebelled.  Both Greek and Hebrew terms for demon is found in the Bible.  They are called “familiar spirits” and devils.  They are sworn enemies of God and in open rebellion against Christ.  

Demon influence - is the invasion of the soul (of an unbeliever or believer living in the cosmic system) by the “doctrines of demons.”  It is false thinking made up of the policy and principles by which Satan operates in this world, communicated through demons to the human race.

Demon possession - is the invasion and control of the body of an unbeliever only by one or more demons.

Devil - is the Greek word meaning “slanderer.”  It is another name given to Satan after his fall.  It is the striking example of all that is evil.

Filling of the Holy Spirit - is the soul of the believer under the temporary control of the Holy Spirit.  It is the divine provision of power from God to carry out the Christian life.  This may be lost through sinning, but recovered through confession of sin or “rebound.”

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit - is a permanent gift given to every Church Age believer at the moment of salvation.  It changes the believers’ bodies into temples so that the Lord Jesus Christ may live in them. 

Rebound - is the grace supply for the believer in the state of sin or carnality to recover the filling of the Holy Spirit through naming personal sins privately to God the Father.  It is the method of restoring the believer’s fellowship with God so the believer can continue in the spiritual life guided by the Holy Spirit.

Sin nature - is a very real part of every human being that lives in the cell structure of the human body.  The sin nature was given originally to Adam when he sinned in the garden and is continually passed down from every father by way of the genes to all of mankind through birth.  The result is that every person is born both spiritually dead and corrupt in their nature, except the Lord Jesus Christ, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary.  The sin nature has four (4) areas.  The area of weakness, area of strength; trends toward self-righteous morality or impure or lewd behavior; and lust patterns.

Spirituality - is the certain state of the believer’s soul being filled with the Holy Spirit through the use of confession of sins or “rebound” resulting in fellowship with God.  The opposite of carnality. 

Tribulation - is the period of seven real years of worldwide violence, which completes the Age of Israel (Dan. 9:24-27), immediately follows the Rapture or Resurrection of the Church Age believers and ends with the Second Advent of Christ.

Review angelic choices and results:
1. What were the two consequences of Satan’s first sin of arrogance?  

2. Why wasn’t Satan thrown into the lake of fire immediately after he was judged and sentenced? 

3. What did God do to prove He was fair and just in His punishment of Satan? 

4. What does Satan do constantly when he returns to heaven periodically with the demons? 
5. What does Satan mean? 
6. Who is our defender when Satan accuses us?

7. What does He tell Satan when He defends us?
8. What are some of the ways we can say “yes” to God?
9. What attribute of God gives Him the right to create the laws he gives us and to do anything He wants to?
10. What attributes of God give Him the right to condemn and punish anyone who breaks His Divine laws?

Presentation:
Satan is a master counterfeiter.  (2 Cor 11:13-15) “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness? Their end will be what their actions deserve.“ 

Why is Satan a counterfeiter?  To seduce as many followers away from the Lord Jesus Christ as possible.  He is always seeking ways to avoid his awful and inevitable doom…the Lake of Fire at the end of human history.   He tried everything to prevent Christ from being born.  Since God promised that His son would be born through King David, a Jew, Satan has been trying to destroy the Jewish race ever since.   He tried to prevent Christ from becoming our Savior.   After failing at that he tried to eliminate Jews altogether and is still trying so that God’s plan will be ruined.   You can see we have quite an “Invisible War” going on.  Look at the Middle East and Israel today!
Since Lucifer became obsessed with the desire to be “Like the Most High”, God, the only resort he has to outmaneuver God is to counterfeit or fake the Truth.  His schemes are a sham, phony, and false.  God is Truth (an attribute) but there is no Truth in Satan.  (John 8:44) “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  (In this passage of scripture Jesus was talking to the Pharisees who wanted to kill him.  They said He was blaspheming and they called Him a liar.  They told him their father was Abraham.  But Jesus said that if that were true they would understand and recognize that He was the Messiah of the scriptures from God.  The Pharisees did not recognize Him and so Jesus said they were disciples of the devil.)  

Satan Counterfeits the Truth  
Since God magnifies his Word according to his reputation, (Ps 138:2) “I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your reputation and your word.)”   Satan retaliated by flooding the world with many counterfeit doctrines.  (1 Tim 4:1) “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and doctrines taught by demons.”  These counterfeit doctrines are as follows:

1. When the Lord gave some believers the Spiritual gifts of Pastor/teacher and evangelist after the Bible was completed in writing, Satan went against the Lord by promoting his own false teachers and prophets, many of which are active many religions.  They call themselves priests and pastors but teach false doctrines of demons. (2 Cor 11:13-15) “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.”

2. When the Lord gave us a command to remember Him at the communion table, Satan developed his own communion table of sacrifices to himself.  (1 Cor 10:20-21) “No, but the sacrifices of pagans (unbelievers) are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too.  You cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons.”
3. Since God’s policy with man is based on grace, God does all the work and man humbly receives the benefit of the work through faith alone.  Satan started a counterfeit righteousness that appeals to human arrogance and empty human works.  (Luke 18:9-14) “To some that were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector (a sinner). The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men…robbers, evildoers, adulterers…or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'  "But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  Isaiah compared self-righteousness to filthy garments.  (Isa 64:6) “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…”  
4. God gave us the Gospel of Jesus Christ, salvation by faith alone in Christ alone.  To pervert personal faith in Christ, Satan works hard at disguising the Gospel of salvation by blinding unbelievers.  Satan the father of religion adds human works to salvation.  This is directly opposed to the Bible which says salvation is by faith and not by works.  (Eph 2:8-9) “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…not by works, so that no one can boast.  (2 Cor 4:4) “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”   These ingenious counterfeit systems of Satan are extremely deceptive.  Listen to the message given in most churches today.  These messages distort the gospel of grace with human works like baptism, coming forward, raising your hand, being good etc.  They add to salvation and remember we can do nothing to be saved except believe.  There is no human merit or work in believing.  Believing is like eating and drinking.  Anybody can eat or drink.  It doesn’t require any talent or genius to eat or drink.  We call this non-meritorious behavior.  The Apostle Paul warned us about this tactic of Satan: (Gal 1:8) “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!”  
5. Since God designed a perfect plan for the believer’s spiritual life based on grace, Satan offers a counterfeit spirituality based on human works and morality. (Gal 3:2-4) “I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?  Have you suffered so much for nothing…if it really was for nothing?”
6. Satan tries to copy the power of God by deceiving people with signs, power, and wonders performed by the demons, the Devil’s disciples.  (2 Th 2:3-4) “Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness (antichrist) is revealed the man doomed to destruction.  He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.”  This verse talks about the Tribulation when Satan will possess the body of the antichrist and tell all the people on earth that he is God.  Sounds just like Satan, doesn’t it?

For believers to be able to tell the difference between Satan’s counterfeit strategies and God’s plan, we must first know truth.  The Bible commands the believer to “buy truth and not sell it” (Prov. 23:23.)  Only when we know the truth, Bible doctrine, can we recognize and avoid Satan’s deceptions.

Let’s talk about this creature that is called the “god of this world”, Satan himself.  God created man to rule the earth.  (Gen. 1:26-28) “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ “   When Adam disobeyed God in the garden, he gave up his rulership of earth to Satan.  Today the devil is still the ruler of this world and holds the title.  (2 Cor 4:4) “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
Even in spite of his great genius, the world remains in chaos.  Satan cannot effectively rule or administer the world.  He possesses enormous power, but he lacks the character of God.  God’s attributes of righteousness (holiness, goodness, perfection), justice (fairness), love (grace), omnipotence (ability to do all he plans, strength), omnipresence (God is everywhere, Satan can only be in one place at a time), and omniscience (God knows everything about everything, Satan cannot.)

Satan will never be faithful to his subjects because of his enormous arrogance.  He uses all of them for his own purposes, and then dismisses them when they are no longer useful to his plan.  Look at how Satan treated Judas Iscariot after he used him to betray Jesus. (John 13:2) “The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus.”  (John 13:21-30) “After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, ‘I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.  It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’  Then, dipping the piece of bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.  ‘What you are about to do, do it quickly,’ Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him.” (John 18:2-5) “Now Judas, who betrayed Him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.  So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to Him, went out and asked them, ‘Who is it you want?’  ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied.  ‘I am he,’ Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.”  Satan deserted Judas after he used him.  Overcome with guilt, Judas hanged himself.  (Matt. 27:35) “When Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders.  ‘I have sinned,’ he said, ‘for I have betrayed innocent blood.’  ‘What is that to us?’ they replied. ‘That's your responsibility.’  So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.”   Judas was so deeply in sin before he betrayed Jesus.  He was full of greed and allowed this sin to ruin his life.

The millions of demon soldiers under Satan’s command make it easier for Satan to carry out every strategy and to maintain authority among his ranks.  Satan is also known as Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons. (Matt 12:24) “But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons that this fellow drives out demons.’ "   These very, very organized and specialized demon forces operate both actively and effectively under the command of demon generals, just like any army or armed service.

During the Age of Israel, before Jesus was born, Satan attempted to destroy the spiritual lives of the Jews by introducing and promoting pantheons (these were temples dedicated to all kinds of false gods, who demanded sacrifices and offerings, even human sacrifices.) These false religions were enjoyed greatly by the Israelites and perverted their worship of the one true God, YHWH or Jehovah.  They fell for Satan’s scheme because they rejected God’s Word.  (Lev. 18:21) ”Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.”  (Jer 32:35) “They built high places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molech, though I never commanded, nor did it enter my mind, that they should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah (Israel) sin.”

In the land that God gave to Israel to live in, there also lived a group of people called the Canaanites who worshiped these false gods and made sacrifices to them.  They were very involved in these practices.  God told the Jews to annihilate and kill them off so they couldn’t convince the Jews to join them in their terrible practices.   Instead of obeying God, they ignored Him and became deeply involved even to the point of sacrificing their own children to the demons!  (Deut 32:17) “They sacrificed to demons, which are not God…gods they had not known, gods that recently appeared, and gods your fathers did not fear.”  So Satan’s religious counterfeit worked temporarily on the Jews. (Psa. 106:34-38) “They did not destroy the peoples as the LORD had commanded them, but they mingled with the nations and adopted their customs.  They worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons.  They shed the innocent blood of their sons and daughters in sacrifices to the idols of Canaan and the land was violated by their blood.”

Satan’s Soldiers, his Demon Armies, Serve him in the Cause of Evil  
The demons are fierce enemies of God and in open rebellion against Christ.  Since Satan lacks the attributes of God, especially omnipresence and omnipotence, he makes up for this by relying on his demons to go all over the earth gathering information about man’s activity.  Then Satan uses this information to carry out his evil schemes.   By himself, Satan could never accomplish much, because his range of operation is the whole world.  It is vast, huge.   This is beyond his ability.   Plus God is always holding him back and keeping him from operating at full capacity so that he doesn’t interfere with the plan of God.  God does this without interfering with our human volition and at the same time keeps us protected.  The demon armies are located as follows:

1. One group of fallen angels that is not operating today is made up of the demon assault army that comes out of the Abyss during the Tribulation (Rev. 9.)  Their job is to assist Satan in his last attempt to gain control of the world with his plan.  This army assaults people horribly during the Tribulation.

2. Another enormous army of Satan’s demons is imprisoned in Tartarus, one of the three compartments of Hades, awaiting their final punishment.  (Jude 1:6) “And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home…these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.  (1 Pet 3:19-20) “Through whom also he went and preached to the spirits (demons) in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.  In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water.”  This group of fallen angels called, Bene ha’Elohim, translated “sons of God,” always refer to angelic beings in the Old Testament (Gen. 6:4); (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7.)  These angels deliberately mated with women of the human race to contaminate the purity of the human race in the many years before the great flood.  They wanted to corrupt human genes under Satan’s orders.  This would ruin the virgin birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ, who had to be true humanity and pure humanity (free from the sin nature.)  The creatures produced from this evil union of angel and man were half-human, half-angelic and super creatures with supernatural strengths called Nephilim in the Bible (Gen. 6:2) “The sons of God (fallen angels) saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.”  You may recognize them as Zeus, Hercules, Mars, Venus and many more from Greek and Roman Mythology.   Do you see to what great lengths Satan went to destroy the plan of God and how evil he was?   He would do anything to get out of his punishment…the Lake of Fire.  This try to contaminate the human race made it necessary for God to condemn this behavior and put great judgment on the world by means of a great flood to destroy the mixed-breed offspring (super beings…angel-human).  Noah and seven members of his family were the only ones left that were pure human.  They were the only ones to save.  All others were corrupted.  (Gen. 6:12-13) “God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.  So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.’ ”   The demons involved were imprisoned in the darkness of Tartarus, and chained with eternal bonds to prevent further attempts to destroy the human line of Christ.  Some are imprisoned under the ocean in watery prisons.   (2 Pet 2:4) “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to Hades, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment.”
3. After the angelic invasion of humanity occurred in Genesis chapter six, God removed the ability of all the demons to appear as human beings.  (Matt 22:30) “At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.”  Since that time the demons still at large must remain invisible.  This is the third group of demon forces who are free to roam the earth following the orders of Satan and his generals.  There are millions and millions of them.
Demon Possession

Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ absolutely can never be demon possessed.   God the Holy Spirit comes to live in the body of the believer the moment he believes in Jesus and His presence is a guarantee that no demon can invade, live in or possess the believer’s body.  (1 Cor 6:19-20) “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”  Only unbelievers are vulnerable to demon possession.  There are many avenues to possession of the unbeliever.  

Characteristics of demon possession:

1. They can show themselves through demon-possession, entering the body of an unbelieving man or woman.  

2. The power they are capable of is tremendous and this power is used against people.  The unbeliever has no control when possessed.

3. They are capable of having supernatural strength.  (Luke 8:29) “For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.”
4.  Demons are able to inflict abnormalities and deformities on the unbelievers they possess.  (Luke 13:11) “And a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.”
5. Demons can cause blindness and the inability to speak.  (Matt. 12:22) “Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see.”
6. They can cause the unbeliever to have mental disorders and suicidal tendencies.  (Luke 8:26-35)   
7. Demons can cause serious personal injury to their unbelieving victims. (Mark 9:17-18) “A man in the crowd answered, ‘Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech.  Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid.  I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.’ “
8. The demon can come and go from the body they possess whenever they wish. (Luke 11:24) "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' “
The Devil’s Tools 

Satan and his demons want to confuse and deceive the human race through his counterfeit doctrines and ultimately put off the plan of God.  These are some of the ways Satan makes unbelievers vulnerable to demon-possession and believers vulnerable to demon-influence:

1. Idolatry is the worship of anything other than God.  It is worship of harmless symbols and icons like trees, animals, and anything representing the natural world, forces of nature and man-made objects. (Rom. 1:22-25) “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator-- who is forever praised. Amen”.  It is the worship of self, power, money, alcohol, drugs, food, status and/or anything that removes God from your life.  It is unfaithfulness to God and disobedience to His law. (Exo. 20:3-5) "You shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,” 
2. Divination is the attempt to foresee or foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge usually by means of interpreting omens or by the aid of supernatural powers (demons).  Clairvoyance, palmistry, dowsing (uses a divining rod to discover water or minerals), and psychometry (to be able to tell from an object who the owner of the object is or to know facts about the object) are the medium for diviners.  (Lev. 19:26) "'Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it.  Do not practice divination or sorcery.”
3. Necromancy is foretelling the future by alleged contact with the dead.  This is done through mediums with whom demons communicate.  They are go-betweens who contact the spirit world for others.  Some mediums use religion to hide behind for respectability.  Some of course are theatrical and just out to fool the public by scams.  However, not all psychic or spiritistic phenomena can be exposed as fraudulent.  There is a spiritual dimension, which cannot be ignored.  Authentic spiritists draw their power from the one the Bible calls Satan “a roaring lion” who seeks “whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  The New Age movement of today has popularized necromancy under the term channeling.  The usual form of necromancy was private seances where a medium contacts the dead.  Where channeling uses a channeler who permits a demon or spirit to possess his or her body and speak directly to an audience.  

4. Drug addiction or abuse of drugs destroys the mentality of the soul, corrupting norms and standards in the conscience.  Your volition is literally put to sleep and you have no control.  This is when demon influence comes into the soul and the unbeliever is at the peak of vulnerability to demon possession.  Anyone who samples or indulges in drugs out of curiosity, peer pressure, or to escape the adversities of life becomes a prime target for demons.  (Gal. 5:19-21) “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and sorcery (drug addiction or abuse); hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”   The word “sorcery” in this verse is the Greek word pharmekeia, which means drug addiction.  We get our word pharmacy from it.

5. Mysticism is used to entice or lure the unsuspecting with empty promises of deeper or more meaningful spirituality.  Mystics often claim that they speak directly with God, or that God, angels, or divine beings have appeared to them.  These are very subjective experiences that are born in the mind of the individual and can never be verified.  Emotion is what the mystic bases all his delusions upon.  Since the Bible has been completed in writing, no one has spoken or seen God or angels.  Most mystics are from Eastern religions like Islam, Mormonism, Hinduism, Taoism, Shintoism, and Buddhism.  These people who pledge allegiance to empty religious forms believe they are worshiping a one true God but in fact are paying tribute to Satan.  (2 Tim. 3:5) “Having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.”
6. Astrology is consulting the stars through horoscopes to predict future events and carries an air of respectability.   It is very popular today.  Celebrities, actors, businessmen, and heads of state have followed astrology to determine their future.  Love of astrology, like divination and the occult, increases during times of confusion and uncertainty when divinely ordained laws of establishment break down.  Desperate for solutions to problems, meaning for life, and hope for the future, people with no spiritual values or love for God rely on the occult for answers.  They grasp at straws, anything to relieve their pain, anything that offers hope.  But all astrology can do is offer false hope and is strictly forbidden by God. (Deut. 18:20) “But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death."
Demon Influence

Demon influence occurs when the soul of the believer or unbeliever is invaded by cosmic thinking.  This human viewpoint thinking promotes Satan’s strategy to oppose and confuse or hide God’s plan for mankind.  Remember his goal is to overthrow God from His rightful place and to be worshiped as God.  Every demon is commanded to corrupt the thinking, ideas, values and actions of the human race; break down God’s divine institutions of volition, marriage, the family and nations; and to keep believers in a constant state of sin.  Satan thinks that by doing this he can disrupt or obstruct the plan of God and prove his case in the appeal trial of the angelic conflict.

A successful strategy of Satan’s plan is to promote a subtle understanding of cosmic thinking or worldliness among believers.   He wants you to think “goodness” but by human means not by the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is God’s way of doing good.  He wants you in a constant state of carnality (unconfessed sin) and while you are in this state of carnality he wants you to do all the good you can so he can take all the credit.  Remember he wants to be like just God.  He does not want to look bad.  He wants you to make his world look good.  He wants you to use his plan not God’s divine plan.   God strictly forbids this.  (I John 2:15) “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
Satan uses believers’ weaknesses to his advantage to keep them from God’s plan.  He uses both the self-righteous types in life and the corrupt crowd, “hell-raiser” types in life.  He appeals to your sin nature and tries to keep you in sin in either of these trends so you cannot perform divine good, which is everything you do in God’s plan while filled with the Spirit.  All his strategies have similar characteristics: ARROGANCE, PREOCCUPATION WITH SELF, ANTAGONISM, HATRED, and HOSTILITY TOWARDS GRACE AND TRUTH.  

One of Satan’s prime targets in trying to destroy spirituality in man is his attack on marriage.  Adam and Eve were his first targets.  He succeeded with them by making them fall.  But they defeated him by accepting God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.  Marriage is one of God’s greatest institutions and it is a great protector of man.  The marriage of two individuals, when solid in God’s plan, destroys Satan’s attempts to prove God wrong.  If he can destroy God’s institution of marriage (through divorce), which he has succeeded greatly in doing in today’s society, he makes great headway in stopping the spiritual growth of believers.  When the institution of marriage is destroyed, so are the institution of the family and the breakdown of the nation.

The original Greek of the New Testament gathers all satanic strategies into the Greek term kosmos, which is where the English word cosmos came from.  Kosmos describes an orderly put together system and organization with a purpose, policy, and structure of authority designed to subvert the thinking of the human race.  You are what we think about.

Any believer who lives, thinks, or operates his life according to the world’s standards is not only enslaved to Satan’s authority, but is without knowing it, being used by Satan to fulfill his purpose.  Remember, Satan is the great deceiver.
Everyone born into Satan’s world is bombarded with Satan’s propaganda until the day he dies.  The unbeliever’s only protection is to live by the laws of divine establishment, God’s laws for everyone as given in the Ten Commandments.

Whenever a believer sins, whether knowingly or unknowingly, his sin nature takes control and he enters the cosmic system.  Living in this system through rejection of Bible doctrine creates a vacuum in the soul.  That vacuum sucks in demon doctrines and replaces Bible doctrine for which the soul was designed.  The believer negative to truth believes the lie of Satan.

The believer’s only protection against this demon influence is learning and applying Bible doctrine. (Rom 12:2) “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is…His good, pleasing and perfect will.”
Application of Bible Doctrine from this lesson

1. Every believer is commanded to be on the defense against Satan and his demons.  (Eph. 6:11)  “Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm (defend) against the schemes of the devil.”  Only by remaining on the defense can the believer be a victor in spiritual warfare.  Study every day and confess or “rebound” sin constantly, as soon as you are aware sinning.

2. We face three determined enemies in the angelic conflict: the sin nature, which produces personal sin, the Cosmic System, and Satan.  To overcome the sin nature and cosmic system we must “grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ…” (2 Pet. 3:18) and we are commanded to “long for the pure milk of the Word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2b.)  

3. Satan, carnality and cosmic thinking are defeated when we aggressively learn Bible doctrine.  The filling of the Spirit supplies the power for gaining and maintaining the fight.  This results in divine viewpoint, which builds up in the soul and acts like a shield against cosmic thinking.

4. By attacking the sin nature and cosmic thinking with doctrine in our soul, we resist temptation, reject human viewpoint and solve problems.  With doctrine in our soul, we can defend ourselves when Satan or his demons attack.  Then we are able to stand our ground and “resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  (James 4:6-7)
5. Satan is constantly on the offensive searching for victims to assault.  Only by the daily study, understanding, and application of doctrine are believers prepared to stand their ground against the devil and his troops.  Remember Satan promises to make you happy, but he can only provide temporary happiness and then he abandons you in your misery.  For some it can be too late and they can never fulfill God’s plan for their lives.  Don’t fall into Satan’s trap.  Remember it is a subtle trap.  The longer you remain in sin without confessing, the more difficult it will be to think Bible doctrine in your soul because the soul blacks out when we are living in constant sin and you cannot apply the Word from your soul.

Legend says that the great Reformer, Martin Luther, once threw an inkwell at the devil.  The truth of that report cannot be confirmed.  However, Luther wrote down a considerable amount of doctrine concerning the destiny of Satan in his famous hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”.  It speaks of our sure defense, our protection and ultimate triumph in Christ.

And tho’ this world, with devils filled,

Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God hath willed

His truth to triumph through us.

The prince of darkness grim—

We tremble not for him,

His rage we can endure, 

For lo! His doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him.

Close in prayer: thank you, Father, for our Bible study today.  I pray that God the Holy Spirit will protect the doctrine in my soul so I may apply in times of trial and testing.  Help me to stand firm in you Word.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.
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