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Subject: The Plan of God/Man’s Soul/God-Consciousness/Heathenism 

The Bible does not seek to prove the existence of God; it states that God exists.  Only the fool denies His existence.  Psalm 14:1a “The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." (NIV)  A belief in the existence of God has been a common feature of all races and cultures.  The reason for this is explained in the Bible…that man was created in the “image of God.”  This means that man would have some capacity to have fellowship and communication with God.  God made us this way so we would seek Him out.  God is perfect so He gave us everything we would need to get to know Him, and His plan of salvation, and His spiritual plan for us.  Remember God gave us volition to make our own decisions.  

There is a very basic point about volition that I want to emphasize strongly here: God has created a free will in man that can act independently of God, Himself; otherwise, God might be thought of as the Author of sin.  This would be blasphemy.  He cannot force us to get to know Him, or His plan for salvation, or His plan for our lives, or force us to do anything for that matter.  He gave us the means to come to know of Him without violating the free will He gave us.  The Bible also explains that, universally, there is a work of the Holy Spirit in every person (who existed in the past, exists in the present, or will exist in the future) testifying in each person to the fact of God’s existence.  Every normal person that is born will experience this testimony from the Holy Spirit at some point in his or her life.  We call this experience “God-consciousness.”    

Man’s Soul
In our approach to this subject of God-consciousness, we first need to understand the soul of man.  Let’s start with this verse in Isaiah where God is telling us that He created every human being.  

Isa 43:7 “Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea I have made him." (NIV)  

1. The first underlined word in the verse is “created.”  It is the Hebrew verb Bara that means “to create something out of nothing.”  The something created does not necessarily have to be something seen or observed.  It could be invisible.  

2. The second underlined word in the verse is “formed.”  This is the Hebrew verb Jatsar, which means “to sculpt or to fashion.”  It is also found in (Gen 2:7; Isa 45:18).  Look these verses up.

3. The third underlined word in the verse is “made.”  This is the Hebrew verb Asah, which means “to construct something according to a pattern or out of existing materials.”  This verb is also found in (Gen 1:26; Isa. 45:18; 57:17).
The first Hebrew word Bara (created) in this verse means that out of nothing was created an unseen, immaterial part of man.  This inner essence is identified in Isa 43:7 and in passages throughout the Bible as the SOUL of man.  

Let’s begin with you, as you were at your birth.  You have no memory of this, but at the moment of your physical birth God imputed (placed in) your invisible soul into your physical body and you became a person.  We are told in the Bible that we were made in God’s own image.  Look at what the verse says:

Gen 1:26-27 “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness’… (27) So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” 
God the Father held a conference with the other members of the Trinity “Let us make…  Asah (Hebrew) here means to “make” or manufacture something after a pattern.  The pattern God followed in making man was Himself, “in our image and likeness.”   What is the image and likeness of God?  The Hebrew noun Betselem used here describes a spiritual, unseen image rather than a physical image, a “shadow image.”  Man is not a duplication of God, a blasphemous thought, but man has an inferior similarity to God.  “Shadow image” describes the essence of man’s soul, which was patterned after divine essence only in the sense that it is immaterial, spiritual, rational, moral and unseen.  The Trinity designed man “after our pattern,” Demuth (Hebrew), stressing that man’s personality stems from man’s soul-essence, Betselem.  It is not a physical image of God…you must understand this.  This “shadow image” describes the essence (personality) of man’s soul.  The three Members of the Godhead have identical essence; yet each is a different person…Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  Similarly, all members of the human race have basically the same essence of soul, but each is a different person or personality.  Man has essence of soul, just as God has essence; both essences are real but invisible.  Some of you have asked me why God created us.  Notice the reason given in Isa 43:7 for the creation of man’s soul: “For I have created him for my glory.”  

The “image of God” sets man apart from the lower creatures (animals) and guarantees their authority over them as God intended it to be.  Human beings are the only earthly creatures who uniquely reflect God.  Man’s soul contains the following characteristics or essence:

1. Self-consciousness.

2. Mentality.

3. Volition.

4. Emotion (a characteristic God gave man but one that God does not possess as part of His essence).

5. Conscience.

Let’s take a closer look at these characteristics that we are given at birth:

1. Self-consciousness.  When you were born, you were not aware of your existence.  Later when someone called you by your name, you responded.  If you see yourself in a mirror, you associate your name with your face.  Eventually you become aware of yourself as an individual.

2. Mentality.  Mentality is the part of the brain that develops intellectual ability.  Obviously, the mentality of a newborn baby is not developed; otherwise the baby could speak fluently at the moment of birth.  Vocabulary must be learned and words must be put together.  All conscious thinking is accomplished by means of a vocabulary, so your vocabulary greatly determines your ability to reason and think.  The brain or mentality has two lobes.  The left lobe called the nous in the Greek and referred to as the “mind” in the Bible, receives information first and then temporarily retains what is not transferred to the right lobe of the brain.  The right lobe, called the kardia in the Greek and referred to as the  “heart” in the Bible, contains the frame of reference, the memory center, the area for storing vocabulary and categories, the conscience with its norms and standards, and the launching pad for application to experience (the way you live your life). 

3. Volition.  This is the decision-maker of the soul.  A baby’s volition is completely controlled by his environment.  Since his mentality is not developed a baby cannot think or reason.  He has no vocabulary, a baby cannot say, “I’m hungry.”  All he can do is feel need so he opens his mouth and cries if someone forgets to feed him or does not change his diaper.  He is helpless without parents.  

4. Emotion.  This is the appreciator of man’s soul.  I can’t remember a thing I appreciated when I was a baby, can you?  I do not remember anything.  But we do know babies have emotions.  Some babies feel loved and others do not.  Psychology tells us that parent-child bonding at the earliest stages and throughout childhood has a deep effect on the behavior patterns in later life.  Whether this is true or not, God’s plan and design calls for the potential to have emotional stability for all of us.  God is perfect in character, has perfect stability, and therefore, does not require emotion.  Emotion is for His creatures only.

5. Conscience.  The conscience stores the norms and standards of the soul.  A baby is born without teeth, but they grow in.  Likewise, a baby is born without norms and standards.  The baby has a conscience but it doesn’t contain one norm or standard.  These gradually develop through the social, academic, and spiritual training.  Just as eventually you grow teeth, you eventually develop norms and standards.  But these norms and standards are flawed because of the old sin nature. 

God-consciousness (Age of Accountability)
God-consciousness, also known as the “age of accountability,” is “recognition of the existence or awareness of a Supreme Being.”  At some point in life, every normal person reaches God-consciousness.  The age that a person reaches it depends on several things, including that person’s mentality, geographical location, and education.  In some cases the point of God-consciousness might not be reached until the late teens or early twenties.  But in every individual, God-consciousness involves mental activity (thinking) and information on which to act.  Every one of you in class today has already come to this point in your life.  

What happens to you when you reach the age of accountability?   You may think: ”Where did I come from?”…or “What is beyond space?”…or “Who made all this?”…or “Is there a God?”  It is only natural for man, who thinks and reasons, to ask questions about the world in which he lives.  Obviously man did not create the world and yet its design points to the fact that a Supreme intellect must have created it.  Now let’s review how all human beings get their information. 
1. Empiricism is perception (understanding) of reality through the senses…sight, sound, touch, taste, or smell.

2. Rationalism is perception (understanding) through reason.  

3. Faith is reality based on confidence in the authority or veracity (truth) of another.

Remember we learned that you have used all three of these systems all of your life.  A math teacher once said to you that “1 + 1 = 2.”  You didn’t know this until you heard it, and at that point you believed it!  This is the exercise of faith.  As you go on in school to learn more difficult subjects like algebra, geometry, trigonometry, calculus, etc. your mental ability increases so you can understand more and more or these advanced math subjects.  You will also use rationalism and empiricism as well as faith to do this.  

In learning geography, do you remember when you first found out that there was a country called England and a city called London?  Did you question these facts?  No, you accepted them on faith.  In the same way, you accepted by faith that the U.S.A. is made up of many states and that the world is made up of many countries and different types of people.  These facts could be verified later through empiricism and rationalism.  But you first believed this information through faith.
Faith is a normal mental process through which you get an enormous amount of information.  Using faith, each generation can build upon the learning of previous generations.  We accept many things as being true without having to experience them personally or discover them for ourselves through reason because we accept the expertness of others who have done the research through experiment or experience.  You can see that faith is nonmeritorious (it requires nothing on your part).

How does a person reach God-consciousness?  Man has the ability to come to God-consciousness through the activity of his own mind.  I would like to teach you the five (5) ways, systems, arguments or approaches (whatever you want to call them) by which the human mind may become aware of God.

This information is very advanced and may seem difficult but don’t get discouraged, I will explain each of them as we go along.  This information is here just to show you there are many different ways of thinking that will bring you to and awareness of the existence of God.

1.  The Religious Approach – When you first hear about God, you may draw a blank!  But as you hear more and more about Him and discover that other people believe in His existence, you eventually become aware that God is an actual being.  In other words God exists because man universally believes in Him and man possesses religious instincts (the desire to have and worship a Supreme Authority.)  An example would be that in some ancient religions people worshiped the sun and the moon and the stars, imagining that they represented God.

2. Ontological Approach – This way of thinking goes like this: “Since the human mind possesses the idea of a Perfect and Absolute Being (God), such a Being exists.”  In some minds the existence of God is a necessary idea or a necessary “ideal” (something you consider to be a perfect model or standard).  Beyond man’s natural instincts (things you can relate to or understand) there is the infinite (things that have no boundaries or no limits) of which we have no understanding by ourselves.  So since we have only the relative (things we understand or that we relate to) we think that beyond the relative there must be the Absolute that gives meaning, character, and value to the relative.  The Absolute is God.  God has so designed the human mind that any member of the human race that is normal can come to this point of awareness that God exists through this thinking.  Remember not every person uses the same thinking or reasoning.

3. Anthropological Approach – this is the approach that says every person has volition and consciousness (conscience) with the urge (instinct) to choose right from wrong and to tell the difference between right and wrong.  To understand that there is a right versus wrong and to be able to tell the difference between right and wrong from our conscience brings us to the knowledge that there must be a Supreme Being.  The make-up of our society is based on your realization that there is virtue, mortality, and truth.  Our realization of this has no explanation apart from the existence of a Supreme Being whose existence and influence is for the Absolute Good (the Plan of God for mankind).  A world or universe that is not governed can know nothing of morality, virtue, or truth except by a Supreme Being (God).

4.  Teleological Approach – This approach causes some to think that the structure of the universe demands a Designer.  Take a look at the universe itself with its telescopic and microscopic wonders.  Anyone who has looked through a telescope or microscope can understand that the arrangement, adaptation and appearance of what is observed can reveal a Superior Designer.  These telescopic and microscopic wonders show order, design, arrangement, purpose, and adaptation in our world that only a Master Planner could have accomplished.  
This goes for the sciences like chemistry, biology, physics etc.  Look at the following examples.  Stones falling from a mountainside never fall into a formed or symmetrical wall.  All the chemical parts in the body are in the world but they never accidentally form a man.  You cannot shuffle 26 letters of the alphabet into a poem.  There must be a poet.  You cannot put cement, wood, nails etc. in a mixer and get a house.  You need a builder/planner.  Comets and asteroids of enormous size hurtle through space at staggering speeds, yet their paths are perfectly and consistently patterned.  When you observe the design of the universe, you realize that a Master Planner/Designer was behind it all.  The point is that our world could not have come into existence by accident because it has so many evidences of design and natural law, and all of our reasoning shows us that something cannot show purpose and design apart from a Supreme Person who thinks and who decides and who has the power to carry out what he thinks.  This is why the Bible claims that just from the light of nature people should recognize that God is a person of infinite wisdom (omniscience) and of infinite power (omnipotence) because that is what the universe would require to be created.  Nothing is formed by accident.  Everything is formed by design.   Rom 1:20a “For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made…”
4. Cosmological Approach – Finally we have the concept that the natural “law of cause and effect” demands the existence of God.  In no sense can the universe be its own cause.  That is ridiculous.  Order and arrangement in the universe demand both a Creator and a Preserver and they are revealed in the Bible.  His name is the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we exclude God from design, arrangement, order, function, and operation of the universe, unsolvable problems of huge proportions would exist!  The Bible clearly states in the following verses that God (the Lord Jesus Christ) is the Creator and Preserver of the universe man lives in. John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (2) He (Jesus Christ) was with God in the beginning. (3) Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.” 

      Heb 1:10 “He also says, ‘In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.’”  

      Heb 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He (Jesus Christ) had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”               

      Col 1:13-17 “For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, (14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  (15) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  (16) For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. (17) He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  
We have looked at five representative approaches or ways that man can use to reach God-consciousness.  Some may use a combination of these approaches and there are surely many other ways to reach God-consciousness.  By no means could I include everything.  I just wanted to give you good idea of the principle that all normal persons do reach God-consciousness.  These five approaches are some of them.  Have you used any of these ways to become aware of God’s existence?

There are cases in which people do not reach God-consciousness or the Age of Accountability and we need to look at these exceptions.  When any person dies before reaching God-consciousness, that person is SAVED BY GRACE!  Who would come under this category?  There are two cases:

1. Babies who die are saved because they never reach the “age of accountability.”
2. Mentally deficient individuals who lack the intelligence to reach God-consciousness are automatically saved.

After God-consciousness What?

Upon reaching God-consciousness, you have a choice: do you desire a relationship with God or not?  If your volition is negative, then God is not obligated to you to provide Gospel information.  But if you have positive volition toward God, then He will supply the Good News of Christ by which you can be saved.

I can give you an example in my own life.  I was an adult before I believed in Christ as my personal Savior.  As a four or five year-old child, I could remember that I did a lot of thinking about God, how big the universe was, about death, and why I was on earth etc.  My family was Catholic and attended church every Sunday so I was exposed to the teaching of God and Jesus Christ.  It made me think.  I grew to have a very real interest in God and especially in Jesus.  I always wanted to please God and wanted very much to learn about Him.  I did not learn the truth until much later in life.  My point is that I can remember many instances in my childhood that I could definitely identify as positive volition at God-consciousness.  Even though there was a lapse of time before I had a Gospel-hearing, it was God’s responsibility to provide that information to me so I could make a decision.  I had a Gospel-hearing some years later.  I heard the Gospel many times before I finally believed when I was thirty years old.  This fulfilled the principle that if any member of the human race, after becoming aware of God, desires relationship with Him, then God will give him the opportunity (Gospel-hearing).  I personally believe that my involvement in the Catholic religion delayed my Gospel-hearing.  But I also believe that the same involvement gave me my first information about God, which started me thinking.  This was the religious approach to awareness of God at God-consciousness taught in this lesson.  

Remember, positive volition at God-consciousness does not establish salvation for a person; it just calls for action from the justice of God to reveal the Gospel.  God has perfect integrity.  His integrity is made up of His omniscience, righteousness, justice, and love with grace as the means to carry out His plan.  John 3:16 "For God loved the world so much that He gave His uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.”  His love for all mankind gives everyone a fair chance to hear the Gospel message at positive volition at God-consciousness.  Remember it is God’s wish that no one perish but that all will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  2 Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise (to provide salvation), as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to a change of mind (about Christ).” 
Many times missionaries have had the experience of going to remote areas where there was a language barrier between them and the native people of the area.  When missionaries overcame this problem by learning to communicate with the people, immediately the people respond to the Gospel.  Often asking the missionaries, “Where have you been? We have been waiting for this all our lives!”  This is a perfect example of positive volition waiting for Truth.  God is always faithful in providing that Truth in His perfect timing.

Look at these verses that connect positive volition at God-consciousness with the promise of more revelation from God.  John 7:17a “If any man will do His will, he (man) shall know the doctrine…”   “His will” means the purpose and design: the plan of God for salvation.  1 John 3:23 “And this is His will: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ…”   “Doctrine” in verse 17a means the categories of divine information, mainly the principles of Christ’s Person and saving work on the cross.  Desire for a relationship with God is also expressed in Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart (mind, thinking).” 

In Acts, Paul addresses the Greek intellectuals from Athens.  To their demanding ears he makes the way to salvation clear.  In doing so he explains why mankind is divided into nations (the 4th divine institution): the laws of divine establishment protect human freedom so evangelism can occur in every generation.  Acts 17:19-25 “Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? (20) You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they mean.’  (21) (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.)  (22) Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: ‘Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  (23) For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.  (24) The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  (25) And Human hands do not serve Him, as if He needed anything, because He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  (26) From one man (Adam) He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.’ “

The divine institutions are essential; they preserve the human race during the course of the angelic conflict (which is still happening).  Without law and order provided by the principles of nationalism (the fourth divine institution), your ability to use your volition would be cut off and evangelism would be almost impossible.  
In Acts 17:27 “God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.”   The phrase “seek Him” is positive volition at the point of God-consciousness and the phrase, “reach out for Him” means to grope for Him in the dark.  Now aware that God exists, the positive unbeliever seeks to know God.  

To sum it all up: 

1. Positive volition at God-consciousness…God must give you a Gospel-hearing and information about the Person and saving work of Jesus Christ.

2. Negative volition at God-consciousness…God is not obligated to give you any information about the Gospel and the saving work of Jesus Christ.

3. Positive volition at Gospel-hearing…belief and acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and the resulting eternal life in heaven.

4. Negative volition at Gospel-hearing…rejection of Jesus Christ as your Savior and eternal damnation if you die never believing in Him as your Savior.

Sometimes God directs His Gospel information toward a person with negative volition so that those with positive volition will have the opportunity to hear and believe.  Such was the case with the Pharaoh of Moses’ time.  Moses told Pharaoh not only how to receive personal salvation, but how to deliver Egypt from divine discipline as well.  But Pharaoh’s volition had been negative at the point of God-consciousness.  So when he heard the Gospel, he rejected the truth and hardened his own mind.  Moses repeatedly warned Pharaoh of the consequences of his unbelief and disobedience: pharaoh repeatedly failed to listen to the warnings, making his mind even harder against God’s truth.  The more you reject truth, the harder your mind gets to the truth.  Your mind builds scar tissue like a wound does.  Every time someone says “NO” to God’s truth the harder it is for the truth to penetrate the mind and for him to say “yes” to the truth the next time he hears it.  It gets worse and worse the more you say “NO.” Divine judgments against Egypt…the ten plagues…demonstrated God’s power.  The news of Moses’ words to Pharaoh was rapidly spread.  By the time the ten plagues beat Pharaoh down and he gave in to releasing the Jews, there was a great revival throughout the empire.  When the Jews moved out in the Exodus, a large number of saved Gentiles went along, too. (Exodus 9:27 – 14:31)
Who Are the Heathen?

In modern times as well as in ancient times atheism (belief that there in no God at all) has appeared.  However, the Bible declares that an atheist is a fool, as stated in Psalms 14:1a “The fool says in his heart (right lobe of the soul, mind, and thinking), “There is no God." 
The heathen are one of two things:

1. Those who believe there is no God (at God-consciousness…atheists).

2. Those who have not believed in Christ as Savior (at Gospel-hearing). 
 We have seen how every normal member of the human race (all mankind) reach God-consciousness.  Then, their volition is either positive or negative toward God.  If positive, they will hear about the Lord (Gospel-hearing).  If negative, God is not obligated to give them this information.  He does not make us do anything we do not want to do and that means getting to know Him as well.  If they are positive, they will hear the Gospel of the Lord and can either accept or reject it (believer or not believe).  If they believe, they are saved for eternity.  If they reject it or do not believe they are already condemned to the “Lake of Fire” at the end of time (the second death, final judgment).  So you see there are two places in time that a person can have negative volition: at God-consciousness or at Gospel hearing.  As a consequence, the heathen are not called heathen because they have never heard, but because they have either heard the Gospel of Christ and rejected it, or because they had negative volition at God-consciousness and never got the information because of their own decision not to hear it. 

The following passages of Scripture outline the history of heathenism and describe the consequences of rejection of the truth.   Read Romans 1:17-32.  Here are some of those verses. Rom 1:17 “For in the gospel (of Christ) a righteousness (+R) from God is revealed, a righteousness (+R) that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’ "
When the righteousness of God, revealed in the Gospel, is rejected, the consequence is a revelation of God’s wrath or His position on those who reject it...He condemns them to the Lake of Fire for eternity.  Rom1:18 “The wrath of God (an anthropopathism) is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth by their unrighteousness,”   

“Godlessness” is a mental attitude of rejecting Christ and the Gospel, while “unrighteousness” points to the result of rejection, and becomes the first technical word for heathenism.  Those, who hold or resist (Hebrew verb…katecho) in unrighteousness the truth of the Gospel, have taken the path of negative volition toward God and His Word: this is the formula for heathenism!   
In verse 19 below, you can see the ontological approach (page 4, point 2) to the awareness of God.  The individual who is aware of God but negative toward Him is personally responsible for making that decision.  The reality of God has become clear to the person, yet he rejects that knowledge!  The consequences of eternal damnation (wrath of God) from God against negative volition at God-consciousness are both just and fair.  Rom 1:19 “since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.”  

In verse 20 below, we have the teleological and cosmological approaches (page 4, point 4 and page 5, point 5) to awareness of God.  Even from the creation of man, God has made known His power (omnipotence) and divine nature (attributes and integrity).  He has chosen to reveal His existence at God-consciousness and His plan of salvation at Gospel-hearing.  Rom 1:20 “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- His eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”
So, if an unbeliever has no excuse for his negative attitude at God-consciousness, he has even less of an excuse for rejecting Christ as Savior.  God is totally just in condemning the unbeliever at the Last Judgment.  Rev 20:12-14 “And I saw the dead, great (rulers, leaders, famous people) and small (common people), standing before the throne, and books were opened (Books of works). Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books (divine good or human good).  (13) The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  (14) Then death and Hades (all dead unbelievers) were thrown into the Lake of Fire. The Lake of Fire is the second death (final judgment).  (15) If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the Lake of Fire.” 
In the following verse we see that when the unbeliever becomes aware that “the God” is Jesus Christ, the only Savior, and yet rejects Him, a vacuum (emptiness) is developed in his thoughts (“imaginations”), and darkness fills the right lobe of the soul (“hearts”).  This is the beginning of heathenism.  Rom 1:21 “For although they knew God, (Jesus Christ) they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but became vain (empty) in their imaginations, and their foolish hearts (minds) were darkened.”

The false belief of the heathen is his idea that human solutions to life are wise; yet when darkness in the right lobe of the soul is applied to life; it can only amount to foolishness!  Whenever the truth is rejected, the “lie” (of Satan) is held onto.  Unbelievers must therefore, find a substitute for the truth they have rejected.  They seek to fill the void with false gods of polytheism (belief in more than one God), pantheism (belief that God is identified with the forces of nature and natural substances), or animism (the belief that plants, inanimate objects and natural phenomena have life or a soul) and strive to explain life by evolution (man evolves from other species present before man), deism (belief in God through reason or rationalism not divine revelation), or materialism (tendency to prefer material possessions and physical comfort to spiritual values.  So this is the pattern of heathenism: God-consciousness and Gospel-hearing; rejection of truth; acceptance of falsehood.  Rom 1:22-23   “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools (23) and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images (idols) made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.” 

God allows man to carry his stubborn volition to its logical end…heathenism.  Heathenism is made more widespread by misapplying the truth.  Here, in the next two verses (Rom. 1:24-25), are ways to misapply God’s truth.  They are “religious liberalism” and “political liberalism.”  Liberalism uses the ignorance of man by appealing to his emotions and lusts (from man’s sin nature).  Liberal people satisfy their own egos and guilt complexes by trying to play God.  Through their own imaginations (remember they are empty and vain from rejecting truth and believing the lie) they try to make a perfect world without God (Satan’s own plan…the “lie”)!  Whether it is socialism, communism or some other form of philosophical materialism, their “new world order” always represents the same pattern of “human good” and “evil“ (accomplishments without God or His plan).  Put more simply, this is man by man’s own efforts or work attempting to create perfect environment.  Liberalism is just another type of heathenism trying to look like “good.”  

The rest of Romans, chapter 1, describes the consequences and perversions that build up from heathenism.  You will be amazed at what you find.  I hope you will read the entire chapter.  Rom 1:24-25 “Because of which (their foolish minds) God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  (25) They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator…who is forever praised. Amen” 

You can really see in our country today what heathenism has done.  We have a breakdown of authority at all levels.  We see revolution in our streets (gangs), sexual perversion (homosexuality, pederasty, etc.), a rise in all kinds crime everyday, drug addiction, the breakdown of marriage and family ties, sexual immorality, a loss of national spirit, the dismantling of our military and national defense, disregard by government for those in service, the release of criminals and traitors to repeat their crimes, the mockery of prayer and the Bible.  All of this gives us reason to stop and think will history record the twentieth and twenty-first centuries of the United States of America as a heathen nation like the barbarians of the ancient world?  Remember that heathenism knows no boundaries.  It is found in every area of the world and in all walks of life where people are negative to the Word of God.  How may its horrible advance be stopped?  Paul tells us in the same chapter in Romans.

The Answer to Heathenism
Rom 1:14 “I am obligated both to Greeks (civilized people) and non-Greeks (barbarians), both to the wise and the foolish.”  Paul, along with all of us who believe in Christ and are saved by Him, have an obligation to unbelievers to communicate the Gospel to them.  In addition, the pastor/teacher is responsible to teach Bible doctrine to all believers: to the wise (spiritually mature); to the unwise (spiritually immature); as well as to believers who have left the study of the word and need to relearn Bible doctrine.  Rom 1:15-16 “That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.  (16) I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” 

A mental attitude of readiness and willingness should characterize all of us who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior.  Whenever the Lord opens the door to witness, we believers must be built up in our souls with accurate and clear information from a complete knowledge of the doctrines of salvation.  Only as the Gospel is spread and Bible doctrine communicated can the tide of heathenism in this nation or in any nation be halted.

Close in prayer: Father thank you for the light of your Word.  Thank you for your Son, who saved us.  Help us to always be available to bring the Good News of the Gospel of Christ to anyone who is positive.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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