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BIBLE CLASS – September 26, 2001

Lesson 16a The Plan of God/The History of The Human Race
Age of the Gentiles 

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only nonmeritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17  
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)

Subject: History of the Human Race/the AGE OF THE GENTILES/Jew and Gentile
Rom 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” (NIV)
Review

So far in our study of the Plan of God we have learned the following:

1. God exists supremely in three persons, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  You should give Him a hearing.

2. God has the following characteristics: love, supremacy, perfect righteousness and justice, eternal life, immutability (cannot change), omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence and veracity (truth).

3. The Bible is the Word of God and His way to communicate to us today.  

4. Jesus Christ is the Creator of the universe and the Savior to all mankind.

5. God the Holy Spirit teaches believers all spiritual information from the Bible so that we can benefit from the plan God has for each of us.
6. Satan does everything in his power to get mankind to reject God and His plan and especially Jesus Christ by bringing false and counterfeit plans into the world.
7. God created mankind and gave him a material body and an immaterial soul.
8. Jesus Christ created man’s soul in His own image and likeness with certain qualities of personality, which are:

a. Self-consciousness = (key here being “I am.”) You know who you are: man: male or female.

b. Mentality or self-perception = (key word being “I think.”) It is the ability to think and learn.  
c. Volition or free will = (key word being “I ought.”) Making choices in your lifetime.
d. Self-determination = (key word being “I will.”) Hopefully man will be positive to God’s plan and make divine choices.

These qualities make it possible for man to have communion with God and to be morally responsible for his own actions before God. 

9. Adam and the woman were created perfect in the garden but lost their relationship with God when Satan successfully tempted and deceived and convinced the woman (who convinced Adam) to disobey God and sin against Him.  Jesus Christ created man as a rational creature to duplicate in human history the circumstances of the prehistoric original sin of Satan and the revolt that followed in heaven where 1/3 of the angels followed Satan (Matt 25:41). 

10. Adam deliberately chose to sin and immediately died spiritually causing all mankind to be condemned and to inherit the sin nature from him.  The sin nature is imputed (given) to every man at birth in every cell of every person’s body.  This is passed down from the male.  The human race was plunged into condemnation, slavery to the sin nature and spiritual death.  Sin is a big problem because it separates man from God.  God can have nothing to do with sin.  God is a spirit and mankind is spiritually dead.

11. Each normal person born into this world must decide at the moment of God-consciousness whether or not he wants a relationship with God.  Man is either positive or negative at the “call of God” and if positive will be given the necessary information to get to know God and His plan and if negative God will leave him to make it on his own.

12. After the fall God in His grace immediately provided the divine solution to sin in His Son, Jesus Christ, who died spiritually on the cross for the sins of all mankind.  Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity (hatred) between you (Satan) and the woman, and between your offspring and hers (the Lord, Jesus Christ); He (Jesus) will crush your head (destroy Satan), and you will strike His heel (the Cross)." (NIV)  He as a man was separated from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit for 3 hours on the cross while being punished for sin.  He then gave up His spirit and died physically and descended into Hades and released all the Old Testament believers in Paradise who died before Jesus’ saving work on the Cross and delivered them into heaven for eternity.  He then rose again from the dead in His Resurrection body and showed Himself to the apostles.  
The DISPENSATION or AGE OF THE GENTILES/the History of Man According To The Word of God
What is your purpose on earth?  If you are a Christian, you should ask yourself this question.  After salvation, what?  

Eternal salvation is yours at the moment you exercise faith and accept Christ as your personal Savior.  In other words you become a member in Christ’s Royal Family.  Heaven is absolutely guaranteed for anyone who has believed in Christ as Savior (Rom 8:38-39 …”neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Pet 1:4-5 “…and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade…kept in heaven for you, (5) who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”)  However, the quality of the believer’s life on earth depends on his execution of God’s plan after salvation.  Blessings in time and eternity depend on your fulfilling God’s plan in time.  This question is extremely important.  What is God’s plan for the believer following that initial instance of personal faith in Christ?  God freely gives “all things” after providing salvation.  Rom 8:32 “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave Him up for us all…how will he not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”    What are these things?  Again I ask you, after salvation, what?

The simple answer: Learn Bible doctrine!  The Bible reveals God’s Person and plan.  Only through knowledge of God can anyone appreciate Him, love Him, and worship Him.  As Christians we are commanded to build up our thinking with divine viewpoint thinking so God’s gracious purpose can be fulfilled in and through our lives.  Rom 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is…his good, pleasing and perfect will,” Ehp 1:18 “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints,” Eph 4:22-24 “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires (lusts of the sin nature); (23) to be made new in the attitude of your minds; (24) and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”   In the post-salvation life, we must grow up spiritually.  2 Pet 3:18 “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him is glory both now and forever! Amen.  You as a Christian are kept alive on earth to fulfill your destiny, which is to become a mature believer, a spiritual winner (Eph 4:13-16 “Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  (14) Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  (15) Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  (16) From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  Each of your lives as believers becomes a unique expression of the glory of God in both time and eternity (Rom 8:29-30 “For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.  (30) And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified,” Rom 9:23-24), but only the mature believer glorifies God by receiving the highest and best that God has prepared for you (Rom 6:1-2a “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  (2) By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? And 1 John 1:5-2:6).  Divine blessings that you as a Christian can experience and understand and live out in your life come only as results of spiritual growth.  The way to grow spiritually is for the believer to consistently learn, retain by believing in, and recall Bible doctrine in his life.  

Bible doctrine is teaching.  It is the content of the Word of God, which God designed to be communicated to you, the believer, so that the Word becomes your thinking (Rom 12:3 “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.”), (2 Tim 3:16-17) and the source of your mental attitude Phil 2:5 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”   Pastors have a spiritual gift for teaching Bible doctrine to their congregations (Eph 4:11-13 “It was He (God the Holy Spirit) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastor-teachers, (12) to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up (13) until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”   He is responsible before God to study the Bible in the original languages in order to accurately bring the Truth to his congregation.

Why does God go so far as to magnify His Word above His Person?  David says in Psalms 138:2 “I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name (reputation) and your Word.”  His Word reveals God’s nature and essence.  Only the Scriptures allow us to glimpse God’s absolute character and enable us to love the revealed member of the Godhead, who is Jesus Christ.  (John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only (Jesus Christ), who is at the Father's side, has made Him known (during his 3 year ministry on earth).”(NIV)
Understanding God’s Word is the root of all Christian virtues.  When the believer consistently takes in the Word, believes it, and applies it in everyday life, a transformation takes place on the inside, the inner person, in the soul.  Rom 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (from God’s Word). Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is…his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  This consistent intake and application of the Word enlarges the believers’ capacity for life, for love, for service, for blessings, for happiness.  2 Cor 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  In blessing the believer, God is glorified.  Eph 1:3 “Praise is to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
Since Bible doctrine is so vitally important, you must understand an essential fact about the Word of God: Bible doctrine is dispensational.  The concept of dispensations is a key to understanding the whole realm of Bible doctrine.

DISPENSATIONS
A “dispensation” or “age” is a period of human history during which man is tested in respect to obedience to some definite revelation of God's will.  According to the Bible, history is divided into divine administrations.  They reflect the unfolding of God’s plan for mankind.  These dispensations are the divine viewpoint of history.  The doctrine of dispensations is the way by which believers living at a specific time can orient to God’s will, plan, and purpose for their lives.  

God never changes his character or essence (He is immutable)  (James 1:17).  Change, however, is a very important characteristic of His plan for creation.  But God is never impulsive or argumentative.  The changes He makes in His plan are designed to accomplish His unchangeable purpose.  Heb 6:17 “Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, He confirmed it with an oath.”  The different periods of history have different mechanics and procedures.  However, some of these procedures and mechanics run continuous throughout all the dispensational periods…like salvation in the One and Only God-man, Jesus Christ.  The doctrine of dispensations becomes essential for understanding the believer’s post-salvation experience.  Knowledge of dispensations lets the individual believer handle the Word of truth accurately.  It also gives us appreciation for God’s magnificent graciousness in each of dispensations’ provisions and objectives.  In contrast, failure to understand the differences of each Biblical period creates contradictions in the divine rules and prevents the believer from understanding, obeying, and living within the current divine guidance.  This will cause him to delay his spiritual growth. 

There are six dispensations or ages in the Bible.  These must be grouped into three categories containing two dispensations each:

1. The Theocentric dispensations (pre-incarnation period, that is, before Christ’s birth into humanity) include the Age of the Gentiles (our study in this lesson) and the Age of Israel.  

2. The Christocentric dispensations (post-incarnation) include the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union (1st advent of Christ) and the Church Age (the present dispensation in which we live now).
3. The Eschatological dispensations (the eschatology is the study of the final destiny of the human race) include the Tribulation and the Millennium. 
God’s unified, integrated, unchanging plan for human history calls for many expressions of His grace.  In every dispensation God has a particular plan for the believer’s post-salvation way of life.  He graciously provides the means for fulfilling that plan, and the Bible reveals these various provisions.   Salvation itself, however, is received in only one way throughout human history…by grace through faith alone in Christ alone.  In the Old Testament: Gen 15:6 “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”  In the New Testament: Acts 16:31 “They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household."  Rom 3:22 “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference.”  Rom 3:30 “since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised (Jews) by faith and the uncircumcised (Gentiles) through that same faith.”  Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.  (9) not by works, so that no one can boast.”  In every dispensation there is only one Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ, as He is revealed in any of the six dispensations.  John 14:6 “Faith in Christ secures an eternal relationship with God.  Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.”  

The Savior’s name has different forms in different languages.  

1. In Hebrew His name is YHWH (Yahweh, Jehovah) a word considered too sacred by the Jews to pronounce, so instead He was and is called Adonai.  He appeared in many forms before His Incarnation (His human birth), including in Moses’ time the burning bush, the cloud, the pillar of fire, and throughout the Old Testament as the Angel of Jehovah.  He has many functional titles as well, like Messiah, Son of David, Lord of the Armies, or Prince of Peace.  

2. In the Greek of the New Testament, He is Christ (Christos, Kurios), or Jesus (Iesous) or any combination of the three names.
3. In modern English we know Him as Lord Jesus Christ.  
The Gospel of Christ is revealed to everyone who desires to know God.  We discussed this when we learned about God-consciousness.  God reveals Christ in many ways throughout the ages, but faith in Him is the only way of eternal salvation.

It is very important that you understand that many principles, policies, and procedures that God establishes remain constant throughout history, like salvation in no other than Christ.  But be careful!  No student of the Bible can overlook certain changes that distinguish a dispensation or period of biblical history from another.  Why does God alter His administration of human history?  He does it to reveal His unchanging glory, wisdom, and power under different conditions.  From God’s eternal perspective (view) the ultimate in this long and varied demonstration of His character is the relationship between Christ and the Church (our present dispensation), in which the believer is in union with Christ.  The explanation for the many-sided divine revelation that unfolds throughout human history lies in the very ancient Angelic Conflict.  

Let me refresh your memory regarding this Angelic Conflict and why God created human history to begin with.  Before human history began, Satan revolted against God (Isa 14:13-14 “You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.”).  Satan and the host of angels who joined in his revolution were brought to trial and convicted (Ezek 28:16-17 “Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.  (17) Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.   Their sentence is recorded in Scripture (Matt 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.)  The sentence of fallen angels to “eternal fire” was pronounced before mankind existed.  Why, then was the execution of the sentence postponed until after human history ends (Rev 20:10 “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”)  

The answer: Satan protested God’s verdict, just as he continues to war against God.  Any objection to perfect divine judgment slanders the character of God.  In a momentous action, God called for an appeal trial in which He would demonstrate His perfect character.  (Psalms 145:21 “My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.”  Zech 3:1-10, Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth prosperity to men on whom his favor rests."  Rom 9:23 

Rom 9:23 “What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory.” (Rom 11:25-36)  At the same time He continues to allow Satan every opportunity to prove his own case.  Read Job 1:12, 2:6 Matt 4:1-11 and I.  God created mankind to resolve or end the Angelic Conflict.  In human history, for our benefit and for the benefit of the angels, God magnificently answers every side of Satan’s objection in that prehistoric trial.  At the same time, Satan is attempting to prove himself equal with God (Isa 14:14 “I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High."), but the devil displays only arrogance, incompetence, and evil, which confirm his guilt!

Human history is the appeal trial of the angelic conflict.   Eph 3:10 compared to Eph 6:12 explain how.  Eph 3:10 says, “His (God’s) intent was that now, through the church (believers now in the Church Age dispensation), the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities (Satan and the fallen angels) in the heavenly realms.”   And Eph 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood (man), but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Satan and his fallen angels…the demons).”  As the appeal trial of Satan unfolds in human history, the grace of God and the perfect justice of His verdict are proven again and again.  God introduces changes into His administration of human history (the dispensations) in order to present His case, disprove Satan’s appeal case, and deliver a complete closing argument.  These changes to his administration of human history produce the dispensations.

I will show you how Scripture brings to life the characters chosen by God to bring forth His plan and purpose.  I will also show you how Satan ties to foil or stop in each dispensation the plan and purpose of God.  You will have a clear idea of human history as we proceed through the Bible dispensations and learn about most of these chosen men and women of God.  By doing so we will bring to God to His Son, Jesus Christ. 

The DISPENSATION of the AGE OF THE GENTILES
This is the first dispensation of the theocentric period (Theocentric means the period of God’s plan before Christ’s birth) (before creation of Adam up to the virgin birth of Christ) and is recorded in the Bible from The Creation in Genesis Chapter 1 up to the Exodus Chapter 11, the exodus from Egypt in 1441 B.C.  This dispensation of Gentiles is divided into three subdivisions:

1. The age of positive volition

2. The age of negative volition
3. The age of the Jewish Patriarchs
God Uses Those Who Love Him and His Commandments Throughout History

I would like to introduce to you in these periods of positive and negative volition, the following faithful people as well as those who were negative to God’s plan because they are key figures in the history of mankind and will enable you to understand why God used them.  It will paint a picture of the blessings God gave them and the punishment they received for stepping out of His plan by sinning against others or by disobeying Him.  You will also see how Satan throughout history tries to destroy God’s plan and purpose…including the salvation of mankind through Jesus Christ and his own fate...eternity in the Lake of Fire.

The AGE OF POSITIVE VOLITION in the Age of the Gentiles involved only two individuals over an undetermined length of time.  ADAM (Hebrew word adam means "red" and "the ground") and the woman, whose name in the Hebrew was Ishah, were created perfect in body, soul, and spirit (they were trichotomous).  They lived in perfect environment in the Garden of Eden.  They were positive to God and received direct revelation from the second Person of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the revealed member of the Godhead.  (John 1:1-4), (Heb 1:1-3 “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, (2) but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.  (3) The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word (omnipotence). After He had provided purification for sins (salvation), He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven (The Session).”  Jesus visited them everyday and had fellowship with them.  He walked with them in the cool of the day and in the evenings and they happily welcomed all the divine wisdom He taught them (Gen 3:8a “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day…”)

In this period of positive volition the Scriptures were not in writing and there was no need for salvation because man was created perfect and had not fallen yet.  The historical record of this period is found in Genesis Chapters 1-Chapter 3:6.   Moses wrote it long after it happened under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, who insured the perfect accuracy of the record.  2 Pet 1:21 “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”   

Remember earlier in the lesson you learned that God created human history to resolve the Angelic Conflict by proving His perfect justice in sentencing Satan.  Well now Satan will do everything in his limited power to stop God’s plan in human history because at the end of human history, Satan’s sentence will be handed down and he will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire with all those who rejected Jesus Christ!  I know I am thankful for God’s divine solution in Christ. 

God gave this period of positive volition, or perfection, or “innocence” as it is sometimes called because of the absence of sin two of His divine institutions: “volition” and “marriage.”  By planting the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the Garden and banning its fruit, God made the issue of man’s volition very clear: obedience or disobedience to God.  Authority in marriage was also made crystal clear.  Just as God created Adam the ruler of the world, God also gave him authority over the woman.  Gen 2:18, 20, 23 “The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."  (20) So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  (23) The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man."   Man’s fall involved human failure in each the divine institutions of “volition” and “marriage.”  Both the man and woman disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit, violating the volition issue.  By giving into Satan, the woman also disregarded the authority of her husband.  And the man, in accepting the fruit from his wife, defaulted in the responsibility of his authority over her!  This was a triple-header of sin…and oh what repercussions followed!!!

After they fell, God enforced the institution of “volition” by holding them responsible for their own decisions.  Read Gen 3:11-19.  He enforced the institution of “marriage” by reconfirming the husband’s role over the wife.  Gen 3:16 “To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband (meaning she always want to go against his authority!), and he will rule over you."   Even with the changes that took place after the fall, God continued the divine institutions as an early example of His plan to keep certain policies continuous from one dispensation to another.

Human volition or free will truly is free.  Do you think human perfection or perfect environment or divine warnings or the divine institutions then in effect in the Garden kept man form the sinning?  No way!  Don’t let anyone tell you that perfect anything will keep you straight or happy!  Even perfect environment and an ideal marriage can’t solve man’s most basic problems, which can only be solved by the grace of God.  Only He and He alone can make you content in all earthly circumstances.  Here is what the apostle Paul had to say about it in (Philip 4:11-13 “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  (12) I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  (13) I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”), (Eph 5:22-33).  These lessons from the age of positive volition still apply to us today because certain events in the Garden show us and make very clear the same principles found in our Church Age dispensation today!

The AGE OF NEGATIVE VOLITION began with the fall of man.  After Adam and the woman fell, the history of mankind has been a very sad record; a record of mass departure from God in spite of all the things that God had done for man in perfect environment.  After the fall, God immediately gave Adam and woman the information regarding salvation through Jesus Christ Gen 3:15 “And I will put enmity (hatred or hostility) between you (Satan) and the woman, and between your offspring (mankind with the Adamic sin nature) and hers (Lord Jesus Christ); He will crush your head (Satan), and you will strike His heel (the Cross)."   He did this to prove to Satan that He is a just God.  This is the very first salvation message in the Scripture.  Adam and the woman accepted and believed and were redeemed and delivered, both from the world and spiritually.  Adam and the woman were now imperfect and living outside of the Garden of Eden because they were banished from it.  After she believed in His salvation message, the Lord told Adam to give her the name of EVE, (meaning in the Hebrew, “Mother of all living” in recognition of woman’s role in the coming of the promised Savior) (Gen 3:20 “Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.) (Isa 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel (name means “God with us”).  (Matt 1:20-23 “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  (21) She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins."), The first parents proceeded to have many, many children.  
Please note that God delivers His people because He loves them (HE LOVES YOU PERSONALLY) and He gives grace abundantly to all believers.  He delivers them from their enemies and from the traps of the wicked in this world (Psalms 37:40 “The LORD helps them and delivers them; He delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take refuge in Him.” Psalms 59:2; 106:4).  He also grants forgiveness of sins, answers to prayer, joy, and peace.  Read Psalms 79:9, 69:13, 51:12.  The facts of the Old Testament prophecies center upon “One” who was to come as the bringer of salvation…the Messiah.  We must never forget this the greatest plan and purpose that is consistent throughout all the dispensations.

At the very moment of their original sins, Adam and Eve lost their perfection.  They became spiritually dead and no longer had a human spirit and so were separated from God totally incapable of a relationship with Him (Gen 2:17 “but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it dying (spiritually) you will surely die (much later physically)."  (Gen 3:8 “Then (after they sinned) the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”)  Before the fall Adam and Eve had a body, soul, and human spirit (they were trichotomous).  After the fall, they lost their human spirit but body and soul remained (they became dichotomous).  Faith in Christ brought regeneration (spiritual rebirth), which restored their human spirit.  The human spirit is always essential for a relationship with God, who of course is a spirit.  1 Cor 2:12-14 “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  (13) This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  (14) The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned (understood).”
Throughout human history, with the exception of Jesus Christ, every descendant of Adam and Eve is born with one body and one soul…no human spirit (they are dichotomous).  They remain spiritually dead until they personally believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 3:18 “Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.”).  In all dispensations, everyone who believes in Christ receives a human spirit and is regenerated (“born again” or spiritually reborn) (1 Thess 5:23 “May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify (set you apart as holy) you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”).  

This period of negative volition in the Age of the Gentiles began with one language, one race, and one culture, but none of these solved problems in human relationships or in man’s relationship with God.  Now God established a third divine institution, the “family.”  This was added to the institutions of “volition” and “marriage” after the fall because man would have children.  As you will see in the story of Cain and Abel, neither the authority of parents nor family ties nor the family priesthood (worship of God led by the head of the family at that time in human history) prevented the first murder…Cain killed his younger brother Abel. 

 CAIN (Hebrew word, kan meaning a "blacksmith” or “spear") was one of the firstborn of the human race and the first murderer.  Just as Satan tempted and deceived the woman in the Garden, he surely was the one who prompted Cain to kill his brother Abel because he would do anything to stop the Messiah from coming and from having his own fate sealed.  Genesis Chapter 4 tells the story.  Cain was a farmer.  His brother, ABEL (Hebrew word, a'bel meaning "breath"), a younger son of Adam and Eve, was a shepherd and a righteous man.  Read Matt. 23:35, 1 John 3:12.  Abel was a believer but Cain on the other hand was an unbeliever, who had no conscience about sin.  He didn’t see the importance or need for the judgment of sin.  This can be said because Cain offered the works of his hands (human good) and ignored the commandments for worship and sacrifice that God had given them in those days.  He was negative and had no faith in God’s plan.  Abel by contrast was positive to God’s plan and followed the sacrifice and worship by slaughtering unblemished animals from his flock, which represented the “atoning blood” of Jesus on the cross (atoning blood meaning the spiritual death and penalty of sin paid for by Christ) (Heb. 9:22 “In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”)  Abel pleased God when he (Gen 4:4 “…brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering.”)  Abel confessed his sin and realized his need for atonement and exercised faith in the coming of the Substitute for mankind (Jesus Christ) (Gen. 3:15, Heb. 11:4 “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.  By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.”)  In other words, he obeyed the Law of God whereas Cain did not.  God was NOT pleased with Cain and let him know it.  This angered Cain.  Cain's temper and offering (being bloodless) were not acceptable, while Abel's received the divine approval.

In Cain’s jealous rage, he harbored his revenge.  He probably watched his brother slash the throat of the animals he offered to God and figured that he could get back by spilling his own brother’s blood and get rid of him…no more competition.  So he murdered Abel.  When God inquired of him as to the whereabouts of Abel he said, "I do not know," and with a long face asked God, "Am I my brother's keeper?" (Gen 4:9).  Cain had arrogance inspired by Satan.  Reject truth…and believe the lie.  The Lord then told him that his crime was known, and promptly pronounced a curse on him and the ground that he would farm.  God told Cain that he was also going to endure great torment of mind (conscience) for his crime.  God further punished him by not letting him die for a very long time so he will suffer the torment put on him.  Cain became a fugitive, and journeyed into the land of Nod, where he built a city that he named after his son Enoch.  His descendants are named to the sixth generation and appear to have reached an advanced stage of civilization, being noted for proficiency in music and the arts.  Read Genesis Chapter 4.  The New Testament references to Cain besides Heb. 11:4, previously quoted, are 1 John 3:12 “Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous.” Jude 11a “Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain…”
I want to mention the worship during this period of negative volition in the Age of the Gentiles.  No written Bible existed in these primitive times.  God gave spiritual authority to the head of the family, who also held the family priesthood for worship and the individual believers themselves passed on the Gospel to Adam and Eve’s descendants.  Adam and Eve’s descendants followed the instructions God gave them for worship in those days.  Through this system of authority, God’s revealed truth was communicated to the human race orally and visually in rituals that included animal sacrifices (Gen 3:21 “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”).  (Gen 4:4 “But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering.”).  It was primitive worship and we are not informed in the Scripture as to the nature of the exact details of that worship carried out by our first parents, Cain, Abel, and Enosh, the grandson of Adam Gen. 4:26 “…called upon the name of the Lord.”   In other words, the regular and solemn worship of God as Jehovah (the God of salvation, Jesus Christ) was celebrated in word and act…with prayer and sacrifice. 

Though Adam and the woman had consciences that let them know the difference between right and wrong, that fact did not make them “good” and the descendents that came from them had sin natures that caused them to make more choices to disobey by sinning.  Cain is an obvious example of this.  Most of mankind because of their rejection of God’s divine solution (Jesus Christ) were total slaves to their sin natures and degenerated more and more as more and more people where born.  You see they had no spiritual relationship with God.  Satan promoted their departure from God and to make sure that they would continue in their rejection of the divine solution made some diabolical plans.   He prompted his demon hoards to seize and rape the female members of the human race to destroy the purity of the race and prevent the birth of Jesus Christ, the divine solution for sin in the world.  Jesus had to become true humanity to redeem mankind from the slave market of sin (pay the price to get mankind out).  Satan knew this and tried his best to stop it.  Remember he is a genius.  He almost succeeded with his plan.  However, Jesus Christ controls history then, now and always.

Satan’s evil influence on mankind caused evil to run rampant during the age of negative volition and God took severe measures to prevent the human race from wiping itself out.  The situation was so serious that God decided to destroy all of the half-human half-angel population (the super creatures of mythology) (Gen 6:1-6).  The only exceptions were Noah and his 7-member family who remained righteous before God.  They were the only pure humanity left at that time.  Here is the account of Noah in Gen 6:1-13.  “When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, (2) the sons of the gods  (fallen angels or demons) saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they raped any of them they chose.  (3) Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years."  (4) The Nephilim were on the earth in those days…and also afterward…when the sons of the gods seized and raped the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown (From Mythology: Zeus, Hercules, Mercury, Apollo, Athena, Isis, Thor, Mars and many more)  (5) The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  (6) The LORD was grieved that He had made man on the earth, and His heart was filled with pain (this is an anthropopathism that assigns to God a human characteristic so that we can understand a policy of God).  (7) So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth…men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air…for I am grieved that I have made them."  (8) But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  (9) This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.  (10) Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  (11) Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence.  (12) God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.  (13) So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.” (NIV)  

[image: image1.wmf]NOAH means "rest” or “quiet".  He was the son of Lamech and tenth in descent from Adam (Gen. 5:28-29).  Besides the record of his birth the Bible tells us nothing of Noah until he was 500 years old, when it mentions his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Gen 5:32; 6:10)!  God makes His point.  At that time Noah was a preacher.  The wickedness mentioned above involving the human race that went on for a long time caused God to put a stop to this evil that Satan used to attempt to destroy the human race.  God in His graciousness allowed a warning period of 120 years, during which time Noah tried to convince the people to change their minds and turn from their wickedness.  By now mankind were willing participants to the evil.  (Gen. 6:1-9; 1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 2:5).  Noah was righteous in his moral relationship with God and blameless in his character and conduct.  His righteousness and integrity were obvious by his walk with God.  His life was a direct contrast to the mass majority of his fellow man.  God spared and delivered Noah from the watery extermination by means of the ark, constructed according to divine direction (Gen. 6:14-22).  Noah and his family entered the ark with two of every species of living creatures (male and female) when he was 600 years old.  The flood, which started on the 17th day of the 2nd month (Gen 7:6,11), kept rising when God opened the floodgates or springs from underground and from the rain that He sent from above for 40 days (Gen 7:12, 17).  God destroyed every living thing on earth as He said He would do.  The water rose 20 feet above the highest mountains, the Himalayas, for 150 days!  The flood began to let up and the waters started receding after the 150 days (Gen 8:3)!!   The ark finally rested on Mount Ararat.  After another 40 days Noah sent a raven out of the ark and, at intervals of 7 days (or a week), a dove.  Finally when he was 601, Noah removed the covering of the ark; and in the following month he returned again to dry land.  Read (Gen 8:4-19).
After the flood that destroyed all living things that were not on the ark, God gave Noah the basic principles of human government, health, and worship to start over again on earth.  The first thing that Noah did after leaving the ark was to build an altar and to offer a sacrifice to God who he loved.  He used clean animals and fowl that were destined for man's food for the sacrifice.   God accepted the sacrifice.  God also made a covenant (contract or promise) with Noah and his descendants.  That covenant promised that never again would God destroy the earth by water but He would continue without interruption the regular alternations of day and night and of the seasons of the year (Gen 8:20-22).  To give Noah and his sons a firm assurance of the prosperous continuance of the human race, God said He would remember His covenant with Noah whenever He brings clouds and rain to the earth.  He said the rainbow that comes with the storm clouds would be a reminder of a sign of that covenant.  Read Gen 9:1-17.  Jehovah blessed Noah and his sons and promised that they would have superiority over all inferior creation and a protection from them as well so life can resume safely for as long as necessary.  All living creatures were given to man for food, but they were commanded not to eat the blood of any creature.  

Even though God destroyed every living thing on earth in the flood, sin was not destroyed and of course the need of a Savior was still there.  What do you think happened after Noah and his family came out of the Ark? They continued to sin because they still had sin natures.  New beginning, same old sin nature!  They continued to sin even though they believed in the Messiah to come.  Man will always continue to sin while on earth.  1 John 1:8 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 

The following story about Noah is an important lesson on parental respect and authority, another policy of God’s that remains enforce throughout all six dispensations.  Noah became a farmer after the flood and one of his crops was the grapevine.  Whether in ignorance of its properties or not we do not know, but one day Noah drank the wine he made until he became drunk and in his sin of drunkenness shamefully exposed himself in his tent (because of the loss of inhibitions or the ability to control yourself). This is the first time wine is mentioned in the Bible.  His son, Ham, seeing his father naked, displayed a lascivious side to his character and told his brothers in a way that disrespected his father.  His brothers, however, with respect and reverence covered their father with a garment, walking backward so they would not see his nakedness.  For this they received their father's blessing, but Ham did not.  Ham’s unborn son, Canaan received a curse from Noah (God revealed this to Noah).  Canaan and his descendents were cursed to live a life of slavery and servitude to Ham’s brothers from that time on.  Pretty harsh treatment, don’t you think?  Not in God’s eyes.  God never tolerated parental disrespect and that still stands today.  Read about the punishment and blessing God administered.  Here is the account of it in Genesis 9:20-23.  “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.  (21) When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay naked inside his tent.  (22) Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness and told his two brothers (very disrespectfully) outside.  (23) But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father's nakedness. Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their father's nakedness and in Genesis 9:25-29.  “He said, "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers."  (26) He also said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem!  May Canaan be the slave of Shem.  (27) May God extend the territory of Japheth; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be his slave."  (28) After the flood Noah lived 350 years.  (29) Altogether, Noah lived 950 years, and then he died.”  The character of Noah is described in Gen. 6:9.  "Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God."   

The History of The Sons of Noah and Their Descendants

The sons of Noah who came out of the Ark with him were Shem, Ham and Japheth.  From all three of these men came the nations of the world.  We’ll look briefly at the important areas of their lives only because this subject is too long to go into in one lesson.

SHEM: (means "name") had 5 sons from which all Semites, who are Hebrews (Jews), and many other nations came.  He was one of the three sons of Noah, born when his father was 500 years of age Gen. 5:32, before 5000 B.C.  At the age of 98 years he entered the ark with his wife, childless (Gen. 7:7) and two years after the Flood he became the father of Arphaxad.  Other children were born later.  They are Elam, Asshur, Lud and Aram (Gen 11:10-11; 10:22).  He respectively assisted his brother Japheth in the covering of his father’s nakedness when Noah was drunk.  In the prophecy of Noah that is connected with this incident in Gen. 9:23-27, the first blessing falls on Shem.  His death at the age of 600 years is recorded in Gen. 11:11.  That part of the earth occupied by the descendants of Shem (Gen. 10:21-31) intersects the with portions of Japheth and Ham and stretches in an uninterrupted line from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean.  It includes Syria (Aram), Chaldea (Arphaxad), parts of Assyria (Asshur), of Persia (Elam) (Iran & Iraq today), and of the Arabian Peninsula. The slavery of Ham’s son, Canaan under Shem, predicted by Noah in Gen. 9:26, was fulfilled mostly in the slavery of the people of Palestine (Josh. 23:4; 2 Chronicles. 8:7-8).  The greatest spiritual blessings of Shem are fulfilled in the Messiah, Jesus Christ, who came from the line of Shem (Rom. 9:3-5).
HAM had 4 sons and I will name the nationalities that came from only two of them due to space. The descendants of Canaan(who was cursed by Noah) are the Phoenicians, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, and more.  Cush’s descendants are Africans, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Libyans, and more.  Phut and Mizraim are his remaining two sons.  The first great civilizations came out from the sons of Ham.  The Hamitic peoples are presented in Gen. 10:8-10.  The first King came from Ham and had kingly power.  He was the evil Nimrod, one of the sons of Cush.  The power that came from Ham is said to have begun in the cities of Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh (Gen. 10:10).  They were among the earliest great capitals of the civilized world and were located "in the land of Shinar."  This land is the entire fertile area left behind after the flood on the plain of Babylon, the land of Babylonia, about two hundred miles of the great rivers Tigris and the Euphrates as they flowed in ancient times. This region was the first center of ruler ship under Ham’s descendants.  Only Noah’s son, Ham, is known to have a country named after him (Psalms. 78:51; 105:23; 106:22).
JAPHETH (Hebrew ja'feth meaning “wide-spreading") is the oldest of the three sons of Noah as seen in Gen. 5:32; 6:10; 7:13; 9:18, 24; 10:1, 21; 1 Chronicles. 1:4-5.  He and his wife were among those who entered the Ark (Gen. 7:7; 1 Pet. 3:20).  He had seven sons Gen. 10:2, 1 Chronicles. 1:5.  I am presenting 4 of his 7 sons here and the nationalities that came from them.  From Magog came Slavs, Russians, Bulgarians, Bohemians, Poles, Slovaks, and Croatians.  From Madai came Indians, Iranic races-Medes, Persians, Afghans, and Kurds.  From Javan came Greeks, Romans, French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Italians and others.  From Tiras came Thracians, Teutons, Germans, all European races, all Scandinavian races, Angles, Saxons, Jutes, and all English peoples.  Japheth’s descendants occupied the "coastlands of the nations" (Gen. 10:5), the Mediterranean Sea in Europe and Asia Minor.  

Gen 10:32 “These are the clans of Noah's sons, according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From these, the nations spread out over the earth after the flood.”  Up to this point in Genesis chapter 10, we have seventy nations listed.  We have 14 nations from Japheth, 30 from Ham, and 26 from Shem.  As you can see, Ham had the most descendants (Gen 10:6-20) and they primarily lived in Southern Europe, Northern Africa, and Asia (except Northern Asia).  The descendants of Japheth (Gen 10:2-5) especially the peoples of Asia Minor lived mostly in Greece, Russia, Cypress and Southeastern Europe.  The descendants of Shem (Gen 10:21-31) in general occupied the Middle East.  All Jews are descendant from Shem.   Jesus Christ, the Jewish Messiah came from the descendants of Shem.  

Nimrod and The Tower of Babel
Now another evil trend started in this age of negative volition at the tower of Babel.  Here is the story of NIMROD (Hebrew meaning "Rebel"), a descendant of Noah and the son of Cush and founder of the kingdom of Babylon in the land of Babylonia (Gen. 10:8-9).  In Micah 5:6 Babylon is designated as "the land of Nimrod."  Both Nimrod and Babylon spell evil.  In the Bible Nimrod appears as a great personality, maybe the first king or person of power.  He is Ham’s descendant, one of the same descendants that Noah placed a curse on.  This curse was on all Canaan’s descendants leaving them without divine blessing (Gen. 9:25-27).  Nimrod is presented in the Bible as the one who established Babylon (Gen. 10:8-12).  Babylon is outlined in Scripture as both in type (examples of a theme that is carried out throughout Scripture) and in prophecy as a religious and moral system of evil (as a type in Isa. 21:9; Jer. 50:24; 51:64; in prophecy in Rev. 16:19; 17:5; 18:2-3).  Saddam Hussein is trying to recreate the city of Babylon today in Iraq!  Satan would love to bring back this evil city and system.

Nimrod's name meant “rebel against God” to the Israelites and also taught them the concept of rebellion from the character of this first world empire-builder.  Nimrod was evil.  The fact that Nimrod is called a "hunter" (meaning evil in the Hebrew) clearly connects him with the founding of a military state based on absolute force by which he instigated the building of the Tower of Babel.  Nimrod is said to have been "a mighty hunter before the Lord" in Gen. 10:9.  This is not a compliment!  Calling Nimrod a “hunter” was the exact opposite of the God’s intention for a King, which was a shepherd (2 Sam. 5:2 “And the LORD said to you, 'You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler (king);" 2 Sam 7:7; Rev. 2:27).  A hunter gratifies himself at the expense of his victim.  On the other hand, a shepherd (Jesus is the “Good Shepherd”) gives of himself for the good of the ones in his care.  Nimrod was not a hunter of animals but a hunter of men’s souls.  He had high goals to rule the whole world!  Sound familiar.  Do you think Satan had anything to do with urging this guy on?  I know he did.  Nimrod was a rebel and the founder of evil city of Babel.  He was a lawless man and he is a “shadow” or a “type” of the last world ruler, the Antichrist of Revelation.  


THE TOWER OF BABEL was the first building of its kind that the rebellious people of Babel very much intended to construct under Nimrod’s urging.  That tower became the symbol of their God-defying disobedience and pride.  This structure is characteristic of a Mesopotamian building called the ziggurat.  [image: image2.wmf] It was a sacred temple tower but not by God’s standards.  The meaning of ziggurat is "pinnacle" or "mountaintop."  The Babylonian ziggurat was a gigantic artificial mound of bricks and consisted of a vast mass of clay stamped down hard and supported on the outside with layers of sun-dried brick and bitumen (tar). This ancient temple tower dates from the latter part of the fourth millennium B.C.  The Bible does not identify the ziggurat as the so-called Tower of Babel.  It is simply called a tower (Hebrew: migdal).  However, it seems clear that the Tower of Babel was a structure of this kind, and later built towers are thought to be descendants of it.   Ziggurats were meant to serve as staircases from earth to heaven and were declared sacred because of the false god that supposedly guarded the city (Gen. 11:4). These ancient ziggurats were built in step like stages and led upward to a small shrine at the top.  They measured anywhere from an average of 65 feet high to 150 feet high.  These structures found everywhere in the ancient world stood for rebellion against God by those who built them.  One of the largest existed in Abraham’s city of Ur of the Chaldes.  This is the Biblical account in the Scriptures of Nimrod, the Tower of Babel, and the defiant population who participated in this blasphemy against God.  Gen 11:1-8 “Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.  (2) As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar (Shinar is the name of the land in which were located the cities of Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh. It was, therefore, a part of the land of Babylonia) and settled there.  (3) They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.  (4) Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower (possibly the first ziggurat) that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth (nobodies)."  (5) But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.  (6) The Lord said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  (7) Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other."  (8) So the Lord scattered them from the city over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.  As you can see from this account in the Word, God restrained man and his capacity for evil.  God promised that after the flood never again would He “curse the ground on account of man” (Gen 8:20-22, 9:8-17).  This means that God’s unchangeable covenant remains in effect through all generations as well as through all the dispensations.  True to His own covenant God did not make widespread changes in nature (as He did after the Fall and the Flood).  This time He dealt with evil by “confusing man’s language” effectively separating the human race into groups that could not easily communicate with one another.  I bet that put a dent into their plans!  It must have taken forever for them to begin to communicate again.  God controls history without forcing mankind’s volition and in this case, stopped Nimrod cold and confused all those opposing God as well.  This did not stop Satan, however, whose objectives throughout the Bible are to rid the world of the Jew and stop the plan of God…stop the salvation message and of course his sentence to the Lake of Fire.  “Divine good” versus “satanic evil and human good” will always exist.  Remember we are in the middle of the Angelic Conflict.

Because of the tower and the arrogance of the people and God’s punishment of them by confusing their language, God established another and fourth institution: the “nationalism” or “nations.”  He scattered mankind so boundaries between peoples would limit their range of expressing human arrogance and would slow down the spread of evil.  Even today, internationalism, or the movement to unify the world under one government, leads to evil on a huge scale and opposes the grace plan of God.  Internationalism stops the Gospel from being spread to unbelievers.  It is Satan’s plan!  Paul the apostle emphasizes that God’s purpose in separating the nations and setting “the boundaries of their habitation” is “that they should seek God” rather than be wrongly impressed with their own genius achievements, which Paul observed in the philosophy, sculpture, and poetry of the Greeks.  Acts 17:26-27 “From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.  (27) God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;” Acts 17:21, 23, 28.
The true worship of God during these still primitive times and the ritual forms of worship that were introduced during Adam’s time were still maintained in the time of Noah and beyond.  Men who obeyed God and God’s laws of worship were mentioned throughout the Bible and throughout all the ages.  God in His omniscience always new who these faithful servants would be and chose for himself those who desired to know Him and follow His plan.  In other words, they were positive and God always uses positive people who make themselves available to Him.  
Now it would seem that Satan was succeeding with his arrogant plans.  Again in this period of negative volition in the “Gentile Age” and at this time in world history almost the entire world was departing from God and His laws and mankind was sinning flagrantly.  But God, who controls history without interfering with man’s volition, chose a very faithful man to start a new era of patriarchs.  God wanted a special people for his purpose and He chose Abram to begin the “chosen race” to fulfill His continuous purpose for all mankind...to deliver them by a Messiah that would come from this new race.  Gen 12:1-2 ”The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.  (2) I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”  Neh. 9:7 "You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and named him Abraham.”  

PATRIARCHAL PERIOD In The Age Of The Gentiles

The age of the patriarchs was a transitional period from which would come the Dispensation of Israel.  In this patriarchal period of the Gentile Dispensation, God founded the Jewish “race” through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (later and in another lesson God will establish the Jewish “nation” through Moses in the next dispensation, the Age of Israel).  The Patriarchal period of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was anywhere from 1750 to 1500 B.C.  

The word Patriarch (Hebrew meaning "father" or, "head") means the founder of a tribe, an ancestor of a people, or a forerunner of a certain group of people.  The New Testament confirms the Old Testament account of Abraham as a patriarch in Heb. 7:4a “Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham…” It also confirms the same regarding Abraham’s son, Isaac, Isaac’s son, Jacob and Jacob’s twelve sons (who become the twelve tribes of Israel) in the following verses: Acts 7:8-9 “Then he gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And Abraham became the father of Isaac… Later Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs.  (9) Because the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But God was with him.”  

Although no written Scripture existed in this period of the patriarchs, God entered into a “covenant,” or sworn contract, with Abraham.  Heb 6:13-18 “When God made His promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for Him to swear by, He swore by Himself, (14) saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants."  (15) And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.  (16) Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument.  (17) Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised (the Jews), He confirmed it with an oath.  (18) God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.”   He was a citizen of the highly cultural third dynasty of Ur of the Chaldeans.   Gen. 11:31 “Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there.”  In a covenant, one party makes a favorable arrangement with another party.  God promised unconditionally to “make a great nation.”  Abraham believed God and at the age of seventy-five obeyed God’s instructions to leave his home and migrate to the land God would designate.  Gen 12:1-4 “The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.  (2) "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  (3) I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  (4) So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.”   Heb 11:8-10 “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  (9) By faith he made his home in the Promised Land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  (10) For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God (Jerusalem).”  The fourth divine institution, “nationalism” took on new meaning as God prepared to found a particular nation by forming a new race of people, the Jews.  His purpose was not only to forcibly hold back evil in the world but also to create a model for the protection of human life, freedom, privacy, and property within a nation’s own borders and of course a race to bring in the Messiah.  The spiritual impact of this new race and new nation would continue forever!  Let’s look at the story of Abraham.

ABRAM, his original name, (Hebrew word Abu-ramu meaning "the exalted father” or "high father") was born in lower Mesopotamia (lower Iraq between Saudi Arabia and Iran) about 2161 B.C.   He was born a Gentile.  He was a native of Ur of the Chaldeans, and a descendant in the ninth generation from Shem, the son of Noah.  His father's name was Terah and he had two brothers, Nahor and Haran, whose son was Lot.  The patriarch left Ur just before it entered the heyday of its power.  The life of Abram, from his call to his death, consists of four periods, with each period marked by a divine revelation of such a sufficient importance to all of us that the Bible gave each period a distinct historical era.  

The First Period consists of the call of Abram and his journey to Canaan in 2086 B.C., to Egypt in 1871 B.C., and back again to Canaan.  When Abram was about seventy years old he, with his father, Terah, his nephew, Lot, and his wife, SARAI (this was her original name, which means “contentious”), went to live in Haran (Gen. 11:27-31).  The reason for this movement is given in (Acts 7:2-3): "The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia (Ur), before he lived in Haran, and said to him, 'Depart from your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.'"   Abram finally left his brother Nahor's family (who later also come to Haran (Gen. 22:20,23; 24:29; 27:43) and he departed with all his possessions, taking with him his nephew, Lot, probably his heir because Abram had no children.  Abram had great wealth by this time because God blessed him for his obedience.  Wealth in those times consisted of herds of camels, donkeys, goats, sheep; herdsmen; many household servants; and many valuable household possessions probably balms, oils, incense, etc.  He traveled until he came into the land of Canaan, and made camp.  It was there where his strong faith was rewarded by a second promise from God that Abram’s descendants (“seed”) should possess this great land.  Because of his devotion to God, Abram built "an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him" (Gen 12:6-7).  

The second period is the promise of an heir and the conclusion of the covenant (Genesis Chapter 15 and 16).  Now the land of Canaan fell into a famine and Abram had to leave it and go into Egypt during the Twelfth Dynasty (c. 2000-1780 B.C.)  Now Pharaoh found Sarai very beautiful and because of her treated Abram well by heaping valuable gifts of cattle, donkeys, and camels, and much more upon him.   Abram really did not deserve this but could not refuse without insulting the Pharaoh.  You see Abram had lied to the King about Sarai, saying she was his sister to protect himself.  So when Pharaoh took her to his harem, God made the king seriously ill with diseases (ouch!) and when Pharaoh realized his mistake, he summoned Abram, and lashed out angrily to him for his deceit.  He then made Abram leave Egypt but allowed him keep the generous gifts he gave him!!  Read Genesis Chapter 12.

So Abram returned to his former camp between Bethel and Ai, and again established the worship of Jehovah (Gen. 13:3-4).  His devotion to God is consistent with very few lapses like the lying incident in Egypt.  Now the increased wealth of Abraham and Lot caused them to have to separate. The region did not have enough pasture for the flocks and herds of both Abram and Lot, and quarrels arose between their herdsmen.  Who says God doesn’t abundantly bless those who obey him.  In order to avoid strife and the appearance of weakness before their enemies, Abram proposed that they occupy different districts.  Abram gave the first choice of location to Lot, who selected the plain of the Jordan and made his home in the city of Sodom.  So Abram moved his tent and dwelt in Mamre, near Hebron, and again built an altar (Gen. 13) there to Jehovah, whom he loved.  

Abram had lived ten years in Canaan, and was childless still at age eighty-six.  Instead of waiting for God’s timing to fulfill His promise to him about having a son, he took matters into his own hands and allowed Sarai, now seventy-five years of age, to convince him to sleep with Hagar, her Egyptian handmaid (this was a common custom then).  Hagar became pregnant and bore Abram a son they called Ishmael in 2075 B.C.  Gen 16:12 “He (Ishmael) will be a wild ass of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers (Arabs, Muslims whose religion is Islam. (This still goes on and is obvious today.).”   This was not God’s intention but because Abram was faithful He blessed his son, Ishmael.  Evidently Sarai didn’t like it too well when Abram started paying attention to his son, Ishmael.  So Sarai mistreated Hagar and sent her away with nothing so the Lord appeared to Hagar, fed her and Ishmael, and promised her many descendants.  Gen 16:10 “The angel (the Lord) added, "I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count."  This is blessing by association with Abram! 

Soon after this Abraham's faith was rewarded and encouraged by a distinct and detailed repetition of former promises and by a solemn covenant contracted between himself and God. He was told, and he believed, that his seed should be as numerous as the stars of heaven, that his posterity should grow up into a nation under foreign slavery, and that after four hundred years they should come up and possess the land in which he was temporarily staying. Read Genesis 15.
The Third Period in the life of Abram consists of the establishment of God’s promised covenant, the change of Abram's name, and the appointment of the covenant sign of circumcision.  Thirteen more years passed, and Abram reached his ninety-ninth year.  He was now spiritually mature because he was consistent in his worship of God and he walked according to God’s commands.  He stopped taking matters into his own hands, which proved too punishing.  He learned his lesson.  The result…the Lord appeared to him and rewarded him with more detailed declarations of His plan and purpose.  He changed his name from Abram to ABRAHAM (Hebrew a'bra-ham meaning "father of a multitude”).  He renewed his covenant, and to seal the promise, commanded that Abraham and all the males of his household and all the company (believers and unbelievers alike) should be circumcised.  With this act of circumcision he became the original Jew, the father of the Jewish race.  Abraham, however, wavered in faith because of his love for Ishmael and prayed for Ishmael.  Ishmael was not a believer.  But God blessed him anyway (the only way He could…blessing by association with faithful Abraham) because Abraham was his father.   God however, repeated that He would establish his covenant with Abraham’s son, Isaac, a believer.  That very day Abraham, his son Ishmael (who continued to live with Abraham), and all the males of his household were circumcised.  Let’s read Gen 17:1-14. 
God assured Abraham that Sarai, then ninety years old, would in one year become the mother of Isaac, the heir of the special promises.  Gen. 17:15-21 (15) God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.  (16) I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  (17) Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?"  (18) And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!"  (19) Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac.  I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him (the Jews).  (20) And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers (Arabs and all Arab descendants). He will be the father of twelve rulers (Arab-Middle Eastern kings, non-Jews), and I will make him into a great nation.  (21) But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year."(NIV).

Abraham was blessed, shortly after, with another interview with God.  Sitting in his tent door under the oaks of Mamre he saw three travelers approaching and offered them his hospitality.  They accepted and ate the food provided while Abraham stood by respectfully. These three persons were, none other than, the "Angel of Jehovah" (Jesus Christ) and two attending angels.  They came to renew the promise of a son to Abram and Sarai but Jehovah had to scold Sarai for her disbelief when telling Abraham he would have a son in one year.  You see when she heard them speaking to Abraham about it, she laughed to herself thinking about the absurdity of it but of course, the Lord heard her.  (That is why God named their son ISAAC (Hebrew word yishaq meaning "laughter," or "mockery").  The long-promised heir was born when Abraham was one hundred years old, and Sarah ninety-one.  Read Gen 18:1-15.  The Angel of Jehovah and the two angels continued their journey to Sodom and Gomorrah, with Abraham seeing them on their way.  The Angel of the Lord revealed to him the coming judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah because of the morally wrong acts of homosexuality rampant in those cities.  Abraham pleaded with the Lord on behalf of the cities because his nephew Lot lived there with his wife and two daughters.  Read Gen. 18:16-33.  Lot and his family numbered four in total…not enough to save the cities from destruction.  Let’s read this engrossing account in Genesis 19.  Abraham rose early the next morning to see the fate of the cities and saw their smoke rising "up as the smoke of a furnace."  This took place in 2063 B.C.  

The Fourth Period in Abraham’s life marks the time of the testing of his faith and his final years.  Abraham's Great Trial (Gen. 22-25:11) was in 2036 B.C, when Isaac was nearly grown (twenty-five years old, says Josephus, the Jewish historian who wrote the non-biblical book, Antiquities).  God subjected Abraham to a terrible trial of his faith and obedience.  This trial is a picture of the sacrifice of the Lord, Jesus Christ, as the Lamb of God that will take place in the distant future.  Gen 22:2 “Then God Said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  God commanded Abraham to go to Mt. Moriah (where the future Jewish Temple stood) and there offer up Isaac, whose death Abraham realized would end all his hopes and the promises that God gave him.  Human sacrifices probably already existed at that time so this request did not surprise Abraham.  Abraham decided to obey, because "he considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead" (Heb. 11:19).  Assisted by his two servants, he made preparations for the journey and started early the next morning.  On the third day he saw the place and told his servants that he and his son would proceed on up without them to worship and then return!  What faith Abraham had!  Upon Isaac's asking, Gen 22:7-8 "Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham replied, "God will provide for Himself the lamb."  The altar was built and Isaac placed upon it.   As Abraham lifted his hand to slit Isaac’s throat for the sacrifice, the “Angel of Jehovah” (Jesus Christ), stopped him.  Gen 22:12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy, He said.  “Do not do anything to him.  Now I know that you respect God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”  A ram caught in a thicket of bushes was substituted for Isaac.  Abraham called the name of the place Jehovah-jireh, "The Lord Will Provide."  The covenants formerly made to Abraham were then confirmed in a most solemn manner.  Abraham and Isaac returned to his servants and with them went to Beersheba and dwelt there.  Read Gen. 22:1-19. 

God's command to sacrifice Isaac even with His prohibition of human sacrifices in Lev. 18:21; 20:2, was designed by Him not to have Abraham commit a sinful act of human sacrifice, but to show that Abraham had a certain state of mind, a willingness to give up his beloved son to Jehovah.  The divine command was given in such a way that Abraham could not understand it in any other way than by actually performing the sacrifice of an outward burnt offering.  There was just no other way Abraham could accomplish the complete surrender of Isaac than by actually preparing for the offering and sacrifice God asked of him.  Any criticism of Abraham's sacrifice of his son must be softened by his evident belief in God's ability to raise his son from the dead.

Let’s take a brief look at the worship at that time.  God made Abraham the one who received His revelation and the father and founder of His chosen people, the Jews, who were destined to preserve the knowledge and worship of His name until the time when the Savior would come from their midst.  Other nations during Abraham’s time invented new ways of worship (religions) to suit the variety of lusts and duties that they had (just like today).  They made up many rituals, with a large priesthoods and a multitude of complicated sacred observances.  But Abraham and his descendants preserved a simple form of worship (just like today), as God had directed in those days.  They became shepherds in keeping with the revelation given to them.  Wherever they pitched their tents for any length of time they built altars in order to “call upon the name of the Lord” (Gen. 12:7-8; 13:4, 18;).  Those altars were probably simple mounds (Hebrew word bamot) composed of earth and stone, and the animals sacrificed upon them consisted of animals that were edible (“clean”, allowed by God for them to eat), taken from the herds they owned.  The altars were also erected on spots where God had favored them with special revelations.  It is probable that the priestly patriarchs offered prayer.  Abraham himself was a patriarchal priest.  The offerings were burnt offerings and were entirely consumed by fire on the altar.  The priests were guided by the directions given to Abraham in Gen. 15:9 for the selection of animals for sacrifices.  The way the sacrifice of Isaac was directed by God and then stopped (Gen 22:12-13) was a direct picture of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross and not just a symbol of Abraham’s devotion to God.  Whether these sacrifices were offered at regular intervals or on special occasions like in Job 1:5, we cannot say.  
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Eventually Sarah died at 127 years of age, at or near Hebron where Abraham purchased the cave of Machpelah, the field in which it stood and there he buried Sarah.  Read Gen. 23.

Some time after Sarah’s death, Abraham’s went about finding a suitable wife for Isaac.  He sent his oldest servant to go to Haran, where Nahor, his brother had settled, to get a wife for his son from Abraham’s own family.  The servant went and, directed by God, chose Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother.  In due time he returned, and Rebekah became his wife and was settled in Sarah's tent.  This all took place when Isaac when he was forty years of age about 2021 B.C.  Read Genesis Chapter 24.  

Abraham eventually married his mistress, Keturah, by whom he had several children while married to Sarah.  These children, together with Ishmael, seem to have been sent away by their father in his lifetime to the East (Arabia), that they might not interfere with Isaac.  The sons of Keturah and the son of Hagar multiplied greatly and are the non-Hebrew Arabs today.  Previous to his death Abraham made a final distribution of his property, leaving to Isaac his possessions, whereas the sons of Hagar and Keturah were sent away with presents.   Abraham died when he was 175 years old and was buried by Isaac and Ishmael in the cave of Machpelah where Sarah was also buried in 1986 B.C.  Read Genesis Chapter 25.  

After Abraham’s death God confirmed His covenant to Abraham’s believing son, Isaac (Gen 26:3-5 “Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham.  (4) I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, (5) because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws.") 

Now Isaac also loved God and lived according to His commands faithfully and followed all His demands for worship.  However, he was not yet blessed with children.  After about twenty years (about 2001 B.C.) God answered Isaac’s prayer and Rebekah gave birth to two sons, Jacob and Esau (Gen 25:21-26). As the boys grew, Isaac "loved" Esau, perhaps for his robust character, while Jacob, "a peaceful man, living in tents," was the favorite of his mother.   Esau, however, was and unbeliever and lost his birthright and inheritance (Gen 27:1-29) to Jacob, who was a believer.  God then reconfirmed His covenant to Abraham’s believing grandson, Jacob (Gen 28:13-15 “There above it stood the LORD, and He said: "I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  (14) Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.  (15) I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."   

JACOB (Hebrew word ja'kob meaning "heel-catcher, supplanter", "he whom God protects,”) is said to be "a peaceful man, living in tents," preferring the quiet of a home life to the active, dangerous career of a hunter like his unbelieving brother, Esau.  Jacob was quite a schemer, seeking by any means to gain advantage over others.  He even plotted to take away Esau’s birthright.  Gen 25:27-34 “The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents.  (28) Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.  (29) Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished.  (30) He said to Jacob, "Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!"  (31) Jacob replied, "First sell me your birthright."  (32) "Look, I am about to die (the dangerous life of a hunter)," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?"  (33) But Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.  (34) Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright.”   

Isaac, now old and almost blind, was about to pronounce his blessing upon Esau, his elder son, but was stopped on purpose by the underhanded cheating of Rebekah and Jacob.  By lying to his father Jacob impersonated Esau and deceitfully received his father's blessing.  Read the very interesting story in Gen 27:1-29.  

After getting his father’s blessing from his older brother Esau, Jacob fled.  He was afraid Esau might kill him.  Jacob set out for Haran, where his mother, Rebekah’s brother, Laban lived.  When Jacob arrived in Haran he met and fell hard for the beautiful Rachel, Laban's daughter.  Jacob asked to stay and work for Laban to be close to Rachel.  After a month Laban inquired what wages Jacob desired for his services, so he asked for Rachel in marriage on the condition of seven years' service to Laban.  The seven years ended, which seemed to Jacob only "but a few days because of his love for her."   Laban took advantage of the customs of that time and substituted his elder daughter, Leah, for Rachel.  Laban excused himself saying: "It is not the practice in our place, to marry off the younger before the first-born."  Another seven years of service to Laban finally gained for Jacob his beloved Rachel! 

Now Leah, Jacob’s first wife, became the mother of Jacob's firstborn, Reuben, and three other sons, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, following in succession.  Rachel, who remained childless, gave Jacob her maid, Bilhah, who bore him sons, Dan and Naphtali.  Two other sons, Gad and Asher, were born of Leah's maid, Zilpah.  Leah then bore two more sons, Issachar and Zebulun, and a daughter, Dinah.  Some years later God blessed Rachel and she became the mother of a son, whom she called Joseph.  Read Gen 29:1-30:24.  A number of years later Benjamin was born to Rachel.  These are the 12 tribes of Israel!

Jacob struggled all his life to come out first and dominate (that was his personality), first with Esau then with Laban.  Now, as he was about to reenter Canaan, he was shown that it was with God that he must “wrestle.”  It was God who held his destiny in His hands.  After many years of living in Haran under Laban’s clan, Jacob decided he should return to the land of his father and face Esau.  One night during the journey back to his homeland after sending his family and possessions across the river Jabbok, the angel of the Lord came and literally wrestled with Jacob to make this point.  They wrestled all night and it looked like Jacob couldn’t be overcome (not really, the Lord had a purpose).  The Lord told Jacob to let Him go but Jacob insisted He give him a blessing first.   In validation of his power with God, through faith, the Lord changed his name from Jacob to ISRAEL (Hebrew word iz'ra-el meaning "having power with God, or God's fighter" or "wrestler with God").  His request, that he might know the name of the person with whom he wrestled, was denied him, but Jacob realizing that it was God he wrestled with and named the place Peniel (Hebrew word meaning "for you have striven with God and with men and have succeeded."  Read Genesis 32:28.
Now the twelve sons of Jacob are the Jewish patriarchs, the founders of the tribes of Israel.  The Jewish race, therefore, is spiritual in origin, coming from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, those to whom the covenants were made.  Each of them was a believer in the Messiah to come, the Lord Jesus Christ (Gen 15:6).  God’s unconditional covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is an everlasting covenant.  The Jewish race is permanent.  Its existence depends on God alone.  Israel’s eternal heritage is both spiritual and ethnic, just as God promised.  He will preserve the regenerate (spiritual birth) Jewish race (those who believe in the Messiah, Jesus Christ) and the Jewish nation throughout history and eternity.    

Abraham’s Impact On History 

Abraham was a man of great faith.  Abraham was a friend of God James 2:23 “And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.”  He was a man who completely without question trusted the divine promises.   Abraham was given an important covenant involving not only himself, but also his descendants, natural (Ishmael the unbelieving son and Isaac the believing son) as well as spiritual.  Therefore, one of the many blessings that come to the human race through Abraham, the father of the Jewish race is that the Jewish race is a long-term demonstration of God’s faithfulness.  God committed Himself to those promises He gave to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, all faithful men.  He kept and will keep those promises through all the changes and circumstances in human history (all the dispensations).  Here is encouragement for anyone who trusts in Him.  The very existence of the Jews is proof for all of us to see that God keeps His word.  Even when the majority of the Jews themselves reject Him, even when the nation slips into degeneracy, even when He must severely discipline His people, the promise still stands!!  Israel has a future, just as God swore to Abraham.  God’s covenant with Israel and its literal fulfillment are woven into the fabric of history and remains intact no matter what other dispensations God establishes.  God founded the Jews as a new racial species.  Regenerate Jews (believing Jews) are God’s chosen people and nation…true Jews.  These are the reasons Satan wants them destroyed and wiped off the face of the earth!

The patriarchal period of the Age of the Gentiles ended with the Jews going into slavery in Egypt because most of them became negative to God’s plan.  Moses the next chosen faithful was born during the age of the patriarchs, but the last forty years of his life belong to the next dispensation, the Age of Israel (our next study lesson).  Abraham is the father of the Jewish race, Moses, the father of the Jewish nation.

As the Jewish and world population grew and nations increased rapidly, God began to deal with man in a new way.  He would deal with them through the covenants that announced the approach of the founding of the “nation” of Israel.  The Jews were a race and now Israel would become God’s nation, His “client nation.”   This would be His protected representative nation of peoples (Jews) on earth to whom He would give and entrust the human authorship and custodianship of written divine revelation…THE BIBLE.  The United States of America is God’s client nation today!  Will we last?  Or will we be destroyed?  It is up to you, the individual believer and your daily faithfulness to God and His Word to make sure that our country will continue.  God is love and is faithful to those who love and obey Him.
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