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BIBLE CLASS – September 26, 2001

Lesson 16 The Plan of God/ The History of The Human Race

SUMMARY ADDENDUM to Dispensation 1:The Gentile Age 

Summary of the Dispensation of the Gentiles
1. The dispensation started with the creation of Adam and ended with the Exodus of the Jews out of slavery to Egypt.

2. The dispensation had three subdivisions: 

a. The Age of Positive Volition: 

i. Two human beings, Adam and the woman, perfect after creation and living in the Garden of Eden in total happiness.  

ii. Both with a body, soul, and human spirit to have fellowship with God.

iii. The establishment of two divine institutions: “volition” and “marriage.”

iv. Fellowship with the Lord everyday in the Garden and the Word taught to them by the Lord daily.

v. Naming all living things.

vi. God gives them every tree in the Garden to eat freely of except one…”the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” to test their volition.

vii. Adam and the woman have a daily contract with God…not an eternal one.

b. The Age of Negative Volition: 

i. The fall and condemnation of man after being deceived by Satan to eat from the forbidden tree.

ii.  Mankind’s punishment for sin and the divine solution for sin…first salvation promise.

iii. God establishes the third institution, “the family” because now children would be born from Adam and the woman.

iv. One language, one race, and one culture.

v. God established worship by sacrifice with the family priesthood with the head of the family being the priest.

vi. As man multiplied on the earth they became degenerate because of the sin nature handed down to all humanity when Adam and the woman sinned.

vii. The first Satan sponsored murder of Abel by unbelieving Cain.

viii. The plot of Satan to destroy the human race by infiltration of demons and God’s destruction of all living things on earth by means of the flood because it this evil.

ix. The building of the ark to save Noah and his family, the only ones left who were pure humanity.

x. The continuance of the human race after the flood…divine instructions for human government, health, worship by sacrifice and ritual to continue a spiritual walk with God.

xi. Lines of descendants of all mankind from Noah’s three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

xii. The Messiah prophesized to come from the line of Shem.

xiii. Negative volition continues with the building of the Tower of Babel by the unbelieving rebel, Nimrod, prompted by Satan, the deceiver.

xiv. God stops the rebellion of Nimrod by confusing the language of the defiant people and scattering them afar.

xv. God establishes the fourth divine institution of “nationalism.” 

c. The Age of the Jewish Patriarchs:

i. This period lasts from Abraham to the Exodus.

ii. God chooses Abraham to be the father of His chosen people…the Jewish race…because of Abraham’s great faith and obedience to God.

iii. Abraham becomes the first patriarch, priest, and Jew.

iv. God makes an everlasting spiritual covenant with Abraham…a promised land, an heir, and a great race of people like the sand and the stars…and the coming of the promised Messiah through Abraham’s seed.

v. God seals the promised covenant to Abraham and his people with the ritual of circumcision…a lasting sign throughout two dispensations. 

vi. Establishes patriarchal priesthood with Abraham and the worship required for fellowship by sacrifice and ritual.

vii. Covenant continues through Abraham’s son, Isaac and his grandson, Jacob.

viii. Jacob becomes the father of the twelve tribes of Israel and the divine covenant continues through them...with the Messiah coming from the tribe of Judah. 

3. This dispensation of the Gentiles brings salvation through faith in the promised Messiah, who descends from God’s chosen spiritual race, the Jews.

4. This dispensation of the Gentiles characterizes fellowship with God through acceptance and belief of the future promised Messiah as taught through the ritual sacrifices as well as for forgiveness of sin through the “Lamb,” and the individual’s obedience to God’s will.  

5. In this dispensation the new race of Jews are responsible to bring the news of the promised Messiah to all other peoples, the Gentiles, living at that time. 

6. In this dispensation Abraham was promised that he would be able to bring blessing to the entire world ultimately in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

7. This dispensation begins to bring to light the sad destiny of the human race in that there will always be a division of those who are saved and those who are lost (heavenly destiny or damned to the Lake of Fire).

8. In this dispensation the revelation of God’s special purpose for the Gentiles also unfolds with the table of descendants of Noah and biblically provides a background for history and prophecy as they relate to all other peoples who are not descendants of Jacob.   

We can be very thankful to God for providing us a clear picture of His plan for this Gentile dispensation, which shows how gracious and loving He was to all who desire to know Him, His Son, Jesus, and His Word, and of course His plan.  

God loves you and has given us His Word for this Gentile period in history to build upon and to grow spiritually mature.  He blessed Adam and Eve; Noah and his family; and Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob abundantly.  Now God waits to abundantly bless each of you, too.  Don’t delay your blessing.

Close in prayer.

