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BIBLE CLASS – January 9, 2002

Lesson 17 The Plan of God/The History of The Human Race

Dispensation 2 - Age of Israel 

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only nonmeritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17  
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)

Subject: History of The Human Race In The Age of Israel
Deut 4:1-7 “Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you.  Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you.  (2) Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you.  (3) You saw with your own eyes what the Lord did at Baal Peor. The Lord your God destroyed from among you everyone who followed the Baal of Peor (false god), (4) but all of you who held fast to the Lord your God are still alive today.  (5) See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it.  (6) Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.‘  (7) What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?”  (NIV)

Introduction
Throughout our study of dispensations several terms will be used interchangeably in discussing dispensations.  “Epoch,” “time,” “age,” “era,” “period”…these synonyms mean an extent of time, a segment or part of history.  Forms of expression will be interchangeable as well such as these: The “Dispensation of Israel” may be called the “Age of Israel” or the “Jewish Age.”  

On a last note in regards to terms, the work “Christian” will be used only in connection with the Church Age (our age) because the “Christian” way of life is commanded to all believers in the Church Age only.

You might ask, why not regard the Bible as a single whole?  Wouldn’t it be simpler?  Why complicate things with these divisions and dispensations?  The primary reason is that the Bible itself makes these divisions.  The logical sequence and distinctions established by sovereign God must receive our complete respect, for they reveal something about Him.  The unity of God’s Word actually is demonstrated in this “Doctrine of Dispensations,” which presents the relationships between the Bible’s various parts.  

The second reason for recognizing distinctions in the Bible is that the believer needs to know how to conduct his life.  As you, the believer, learn to utilize what God has given you, you become aware of divine policies and assets that were legitimate for other dispensations but that do not directly govern the Christian way of life.  When it looks like there are contradictions, which commands should you obey?  When questions arise, you need answers. The doctrine of dispensations provides the biblical system of interpretation for understanding why certain divine provisions are currently non-operational, as well as why others are currently operational. In other words, this means do the rules apply to you or not.  

In no way does this mean the believer can pick and choose which divine commands he wants to obey.  Each dispensation is God’s administration, not man’s, and God gives firm and ample guidance for every period of history.  Believers who study daily and who are growing spiritually are not disobedient or in danger of lawlessness simply because they do not observe the rules God set forth for another dispensation.  Yes, your spiritual growth comes from obedience to God’s instructions for the current dispensation.  This doctrine should relieve you, the Christian, from doubt about whether or not God holds you responsible for observing certain practices.  This gives your life direction, frees you from a false sense of obligation or guilt, and by answering your questions should encourage you to dig deeper into the riches of God’s Word.

When you have completed our study of the doctrine of dispensations you should be able to compare and contrast the dispensations.   You will understand such verses as: Rom 6:14b “…you are not under Law, but under grace.”  Gal 3:25 “Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the Law.”  Col 2:16-17 “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  (17) These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”
Remember the complete picture of dispensations reveals the majestic character of God through the progression and variety of His grace.  Each dispensation has a divine purpose, supported by the right divine provisions.  For example, the riches of grace available to us in the Church Age lines up with God’s special objective in the Church Age of glorifying the resurrected Christ to the maximum.  This particular purpose and these particular provisions for the Church Age explain why the Christian way of life differs from the grace God grants abundantly to believers during other periods of history.  

The study of dispensations that began in Lesson 16 and continue here will provide you with a framework for understanding the Word of God.  It also will help protect you, the Christian, from being confused on biblical distinctions and from misapplying divine commands.  The doctrine of dispensations teaches what the Christian way of life IS…and what it IS NOT.  

The Theocentric Kingdom of the Age of Israel

Just as the first dispensation, the Gentile Age, was a theocentric age, so was the Age or Dispensation of Israel.  Theocentric means, “centering on God.”  Here is a categorical outline of the Age of Israel to introduce the divine viewpoint of human history in this period.  

1. The dispensation of Israel from (Exodus until the birth of Christ; 1441-4B.C.* 

a. The Theocratic Kingdom (from Exodus to Samuel; 1441-1030 B.C.)

b. The United Kingdom (from Saul to Rehoboam; 1020-926 B.C.)

c. The Northern Kingdom (from Jeroboam to Hoshea; 926-721 B.C.)

d. The Southern Kingdom (form Rehoboam to Zedekiah; 926-586 B.C.)

e. The Restored Nation of Judah (from Nehemiah to Christ; 56-4 B.C.)

*Most dates mentioned here are approximate.

The Theocratic Kingdom – Exodus to 1 Samuel - 1441–1020 B.C.
The age of Israel, God’s second dispensation emerged from the transitional period of the age of the Jewish patriarchs in the dispensation of the Gentile age and spans the books of the Old Testament from Exodus Chapter 12 through the book of Malachi (the last book).  Remember in the Gentile age the Jewish race, God’s promised “chosen” people, was founded through the beloved patriarch, Abraham, who God chose because Abraham loved God and was consistently faithful to God throughout his life.  God entered into a covenant (or contract) with Abraham and promised him unconditionally to “make Abraham a great nation.”  Abraham believed God, and at age seventy-five he obeyed God’s instructions to leave his home and migrate “to the land which I will show you.” Genesis 12:1-4; Heb. 11:8-10 “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  (9) By faith he made his home in the Promised Land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  (10) For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”  (NIV)  The fourth divine institution, “nations” took on new meaning as God prepared to make a particular nation by forming a new race of people, the Jews.  His purpose was not only to severely restrict evil in the world but also to create a model for the protection of human life, freedom, privacy, and property within a nation’s own borders.  Israel would be an example of the laws of divine establishment.  Plus, the spiritual impact of this new race and new nation would continue forever with God always as their sovereign, king-ruler.

Israel did not choose God, God chose Israel; and with extraordinary patience and persistence, He fulfills His promises to Israel even in times of their great apostasy and departure from Him.  It is in keeping with God’s purpose that Israel had such a prominent place throughout the Old Testament, and the course of human history is developed in the Old Testament period as it revolves around Israel and the Holy Land.  God’s dealing with them both in judgment and in mercy provided a divine revelation of the nature or character of God: His righteousness, His love, His grace, and His infinite wisdom.  

The major movements of the nation Israel make up the important divisions of the Old Testament.  In the time of Jacob, by invitation from his estranged son, Joseph, who became a great leader in Egypt, the children of Israel went down to Egypt a family of seventy, and there, in several hundred years (400 or so in fact) they became a great nation of perhaps two or three million strong!  After Joseph’s death and the death of his generation the new Pharaoh did not remember Joseph’s leadership and soon the Jews fell into disfavor with Pharaoh because of their large numbers.  They became slaves under the new tyrannical leader.   So God raised up Moses (Heb. is mosheh ("drawn out") (but the original is Egyptian ms', a and means "child," a "son,") to deliver and lead them from Egypt to the Promised Land.  Moses was the greatest deliverer, leader, lawgiver, and prophet of Israel and of the Old Testament.  Moses was born into the tribe of Levi during the age of the patriarchs in the Gentile dispensation, but the last forty years of his life belong to the next dispensation, our subject in this lesson, the Age of Israel.  Moses is the father of the “Jewish nation.”  The Jews failed miserably during this Exodus even with the presence of the Lord as a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night!  They were faithfully led by Moses and because of their repeated failure, delayed their entrance into the land by forty years!  Moses died before they entered because God did not allow him entrance after he disobeyed a command from God in front of the people in the desert of Zin at Meribah.  Num 20:1-9 “In the first month the whole Israelite community arrived at the Desert of Zin, and they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam (Moses’ sister) died and was buried.  (2) Now there was no water for the community, and the people gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron.  (3) They quarreled with Moses and said, ‘If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before the Lord!  (4) Why did you bring the Lord’s community into this desert, that we and our livestock should die here?  (5) Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place?  It has no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates.  And there is no water to drink!’  (6) Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and fell facedown, and the glory of the Lord appeared to them.  (7) The Lord said to Moses, (8) ‘Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together.  Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water.  You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink’  (9) So Moses took the staff from the Lord’s presence, just as he commanded him.  (10) He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, ‘Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?’  (11) Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank (God’s grace even in disobedience).  (12) But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.’  There are some things that God will not put up with and there are no exceptions as in this instance.  However, God always gives warning and consequences before he punishes.  Grace always comes before judgment!  God still provided them life-giving water in abundance.  

Before Moses died, he spoke to all of Israel to remind them to obey the covenant that God gave them.  He reminded them that covenant bound Israel to the Lord as their absolute Sovereign, king-ruler, and to His laws and regulations as their way of life.  Adherence to the covenant would bring to Israel the blessings of the Lord, while breaking the covenant would bring against them the punishments described as “curses” in Duet. 28:15-20.  Read Deut. 34:1-12 to get the full picture of God showing Moses the Land prior to his death.  Even though Moses didn’t enter the Land with the people, he went to a far better place…Paradise in Hades…to await the Resurrection of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  Moses was the author of the first five books of Scripture called the Torah (meaning five).  He wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
The Promised Land
Joshua, Moses’ predecessor, brought them into the Promised Land.  He was destined to bring the promises given to Abraham into a reality.  He was a great leader and prophet and respected and obeyed God at every turn.  The name Joshua (Hebrew means “The Lord saves” or The Lord gives victory”) is the equivalent to the Greek name “Jesus” in the New Testament. In the book of Joshua it was the Lord who won the victories and “gave Israel all the land He had sworn to give their forefathers.”  Joshua 21:43-45 “So the Lord gave Israel all the land He had sworn to give their forefathers, and they took possession of it and settled there.  (44) The Lord gave them rest on every side, just as He had sworn to their forefathers. Not one of their enemies withstood them; the Lord handed all their enemies over to them.  (45) Not one of all the Lord's good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled.”  The Jews were blessed for a long time after entering the land and as they established where each tribe would settle.  From the time Israel emerged as a special people, God’s plans for them in fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant are unfolded throughout the Old Testament.  Once settled they lived in Canaan for many happy and prosperous years, however, that would change immensely due to their departure from faith in God and from obedience to God’s Law.  Read the book of Joshua for an in-depth study of this very interesting book on the details of their early life in Canaan.  The theme of the book is the establishment of Israel in the Promised Land. The twelve tribes of Israel are Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Gad, Asher, Dan Naphtali, Ephraim and Manasseh (considered together because a double portion was given to Joseph), and Benjamin.
The Judges
The book of Judges, which follow the book of Joshua in the Old Testament carries on the history of God's chosen people through the era following the death of Joshua (c. 1375 B.C.) to the period or era of Samuel (c. 1075 B.C.), a period of roughly three centuries.  The purpose of the book of Judges aims to demonstrate that defection from Jehovah causes severe punishment and bondage or slavery.  Only by turning back to God can the Jews be restored to God’s favor and enjoy life again. The judges were charismatic leaders, raised up by God to deliver His people.  They were divinely appointed overseers to keep the Jews in line.  The Jews were constantly drifting off course and this was God’s way of keeping them in line.  Only by obeying the Spirit-directed message of these judges and following them in deliverance against their enemies could this restoration be accomplished. The Old Testament judges performed two functions. (1) By divine power and Spirit-anointed leadership the judges delivered the Jews from the oppression of the enemy.  (2) Having accomplished this, they would then rule over them and administer the government in the name of Israel's God.  They had complete authority from God to judge the problems brought before them by the people.  They were like the judges on the benches in courtrooms today.  But there was no human authority over them, just God Himself.  The events of Judges extended over several centuries. The writer, who is thought to be Samuel the Prophet, led by the Holy Spirit, selected to write about these appointed men and women.  There are large gaps or intervals of time missing in the course of the book.  In some cases the author only mentioned their names and in other instances he gave more emphasis to their stories like that of Gideon and Samson.  He included the Song and Poem of Deborah because of its high quality of worship to God. Of course the reason for this is evidently explained by their high instructive value.   The fact that there were gaps in time did not take away from the teachings God emphasized to the student.  Here is a list of the judges of this book and a short explanation of each of them:

1. Ehud (3:12-30), a lone hero from the tribe of Benjamin who delivers Israel from oppression from the east.

2. Deborah (chps. 4-5), a woman from one of the Joseph tribes (Ephraim, west of the Jordan) who judges at a time when Israel is being overrun by a coalition of Canaanites under Sisera.

3. Gideon and his son Abimelech (chps. 6-9), who form the central account in the book.  In many ways Gideon is the ideal judge, inspiring memories of Moses, while his son is the complete opposite of a responsible and faithful judge.

4. Jephthah (10:6-12:7), a social outcast from the other Joseph tribe (Menasseh, east of the Jordan) who judges at a time when Israel is being threatened by a coalition of powers under the king of Ammon. 

5. Samson (chps. 13-16), a lone hero from the tribe of Dan who delivers Israel from oppression from the west.

Israel is constantly being attacked and is hated by most of its neighbors at this time.  The reason is that the Jews (through fear and lack of faith that God would give them the victories) did not rid the land of all the other nations of peoples like God had instructed them to do.  This is also Satanic in nature and you know why that is.   Satanic attack will never end…the unbelieving ancestors of the Jews are the ones doing the attacking.  They are descendants of Ishmael, Esau, and even the believer, Lot.  

The United Kingdom – King Saul to King Rehoboam – Samuel Through 1 Kings 12 – 1020-926 B.C.

After Israel went through the apostasies, oppressions, distresses, and deliverances recorded in the book of Judges, they came under the rule of Kings Saul, David, and Solomon, and during this period became a great nation full of riches and glory like no other nation.  Read 1 Samuel through 1 Kings Chps. 1-11 to get the full picture of this kingship period.  

The United Kingdom is the time period of the age that portrays or shows the establishment of kingship in Israel (they burned with a desire to have their own king like the other nations around them).  This was a momentous change in the structure of the theocracy (God’s sovereign rule over them) and is quite complex in its context.  Even though God wanted to be their only sovereign because of course He knew what was the best for them, he allowed them to have their own king and God chose that king and all others who followed King Saul.  God made sure the spiritual and physical line of Christ was divinely established and protected during this period in the Age of Israel.  The question that still needed solving, however, was not so much whether Israel should have a king (it was clearly the Lord’s will to give them a king), but rather how they could maintain their covenant with God (preserve the theocracy…strict adherence to the Law) now that they had a human king (with a sinful nature).  The problem was resolved when Samuel called the people to repentance (a change of mind regarding their behavior) and renewal of their allegiance to the Lord on the very occasion of the inauguration of Saul as king, Samuel 11:14-12:25.  By establishing kingship Samuel placed the monarchy in Israel on a radically different foundation than that of the surrounding nations that the Jews envied.  The king in Israel was not to be autonomous in his authority and power; instead he was to be subject himself to the Law of the Lord and the Word of the prophet.  1 Sam 10:25 “Samuel explained to the people the regulations of the kingship.  He wrote them down on a scroll and deposited it before the Lord. Then Samuel dismissed the people, each to his own home.  1 Sam 12:23-25  “As for me (Samuel), far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right.  (24) But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things He has done for you.  (25) Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away."  As you can see by the passage there were dire consequences for him and the Jews if they did not subject themselves to God and His Word!  

Saul very quickly demonstrated that he was unwilling to submit to the requirements of his theocratic (God-ruled) office.  When he disobeyed the instructions of the prophet Samuel in preparing for battle against the Philistines, and when he refused to totally destroy the Amalekites as he had been commanded to do by the Word of the Lord through Samuel, Saul ceased to be an instrument of the Lord’s rule over his people.  This departure from the requirements of his theocratic office led to his rejection as king.  1 Sam 15:23 “For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king."  

The Lord then chose David to be Saul’s successor.  David was a true representative of the ideal theocratic king.  He was anointed king by Samuel the prophet and welcomed by his tribe, Judah (the tribe that Christ will come from) at the city of Hebron, and eventually was accepted by the remaining tribes.  David’s leadership was decisive and effective.  He captured Jerusalem from their enemies the Jebusites and made it his royal city and residence, 2 Sam 5:6-14.  He brought the Ark of the Covenant (see section on Covenants for details) to Jerusalem to publicly acknowledge the Lord’s kingship and rule over himself and the nation.  Read 2 Samuel 6 and Psalms 132:3-5.  Under David’s rule the Lord caused the nation to prosper, to defeat its enemies, and in fulfillment of His promise, to extend its borders from Egypt to the Euphrates.  David was always preoccupied with the his great desire to build a temple for the Lord…a royal house for God, a place for God’s throne (the ark) and as a place for Israel to worship God.  But the prophet Nathan told David that he was not to build a temple for the Lord; instead, the Lord would build David a house (a dynasty that would endure forever).  The final chapters of 2 Samuel also describes the establishment of the Davidic Covenant, a covenant that promises ultimate victory over the evil one, Satan, through the offspring of Eve, then Shem, then Abraham, then Judah, and now through the royal family of David.  Later the prophets make clear that a descendant of David (Jesus Christ) who sits on David’s throne will perfectly fulfill the role of the theocratic King (in the Millennium).  He will complete the redemption of God’s people and enable them to achieve the promised victory with Him.  Rom 16:20 “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.”  Read Isaiah 9:6-7 and 11:1-16; Jeremiah 23:5-6, 30:8-9, Ezekiel 34:23-24 and 37:24-25.
There was also a darker side to David and the Old Testament tells of weaknesses and failures.  Even though David remained a king after God’s own heart because he was willing to acknowledge his sin and change his mind (confess, rebound), he nevertheless fell short of the theocratic ideal and suffered the disciplinary results of his disobedience.  His sin with Bathsheba, the murder of Uriah the Hittite (Bathsheba’s husband), his leniency both with the wickedness of his sons, and with the insubordination of Joab (his commander of the army) led to intrigue, violence and bloodshed within his own family and the nation.  It eventually drove him from Jerusalem at the time of Absalom’s (his son) rebellion (2 Sam Chps 11-20).  Still the Lord was gracious to David and his reign became a standard by which the reigns of later kings were measured.  David’s sons were Amnon, Kileab, Absalom, Adonijah, Shephatiah, Ithream, and with Bathsheba he had Solomon and Nathan the lines from which our Savior comes.  Mary, Jesus’ mother, descended from Nathan.  Jesus’ stepfather descended from Solomon.  Solomon followed David and was crowned king of Israel by David himself and approved of by God.

Solomon was given an administration from God to rule the kingdom.  The building of the Temple was Solomon’s greatest accomplishment.  Solomon asked God for wisdom.  He was given wisdom to build the Temple of God, yet that wisdom apparently did not enter into his own personal life: Solomon obviously did not have spiritual wisdom or discernment (knowing right from wrong).  He did understand certain basic principles and concepts that enabled him to be a very wise civil ruler, but which did not enter into his personal, private, and certainly not his spiritual life.  However, the Temple Solomon built was a magnificent Temple and the royal buildings at Jerusalem were in striking contrast to anything in the Land.  It was his crowning achievement.  However, when reading about him you can see he never really broke from false religion.  At the beginning of his reign there was idolatry and he closed his eyes to it…he took no particular, definite, positive stand against it.  He began to multiply wives and by intermarriage with many foreign women, Solomon courted a spiritual downspin and gross idolatry.  Of the numerous deities to which his foreign wives turned his heart, perhaps the best known in the ancient world was Ashtoreth, called "the goddess of the Sidonians" (1 Kings 11:5,33), since her cult was early established among the Phoenicians during Nimrod’s time. This fertility goddess, known as Astarte among the Greeks and as Ishtar in Babylonia, was the star of sexual love and war in Babylonia and Assyria.  She was one of very degraded moral character is revealed by the Ugaritic literature from Ras Shamra.  As if this weren’t enough, his negative volition to God’s Word and God’s Law brought Solomon to a frantic search for happiness.   Read how he failed God in the following account: I Kings 11:1-13 “King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter-- Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.  (2) They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.  (3) He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.  (4) As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.  (5) He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.  (6) So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had done.  (7) On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.  (8) He did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods.  (9) The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.  (10) Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord's command.  (11) So the Lord said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates.  (12) Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son (Rehoboam).  (13) Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen."
When his many wives and mistresses did not satisfy him, he began to become obsessed with his prosperity.  There is nothing wrong with prosperity as long as it doesn’t take you away from your calling to glorify God…to live as a witness for God, as Solomon was.  Here is where Solomon’s weaknesses were great.  God never approved of polygamy and His wrath (anthropopathism) was against it.  (David was also guilty of polygamy.  He was punished for it, too.)  Solomon thus courted disaster and never found happiness in any of his abundant wealth or his many wives. The book of Proverbs reveals the Wisdom of Solomon, but the book of Ecclesiastes reveals his foolishness.  Solomon wrote both books after he had learned his lessons the hard way.  God forgave Solomon even though he was a man of great failure.  He failed God in a tragic way.  Solomon said in Eccl 2:17, “So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.”  He died disillusioned and spiritually insensible. The breakup of the monarchy was soon to follow as a result of the folly of his son Rehoboam.

The Northern Kingdom – 1 Kings 12 – 2 Kings 17 – 926-721 B.C.

The Southern Kingdom – 1 Kings 12 – 2 Kings 24 – 926-586 B.C.  

After Solomon’s death and failure in regards to the many wives he had and the continued sinfulness of the Jews against God not only resulted in a division of the Jews into the two separate kingdoms…the ten tribes that made up the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the two tribes that made up the Southern Kingdom of Judah…but God caused them to be taken out of the Land as a result of divine discipline.  The ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom, called “Israel,” were carried off by Assyria in 722 B.C. 1 Chronicles 5:25-26 “But they (the Northern Kingdom) were unfaithful to the God of their fathers and prostituted themselves to the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had destroyed before them.  (26) So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria (that is, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria), who took the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh into exile. He took them to Halah, Habor, Hara and the river of Gozan, where they are to this day.”  The remaining two tribes of the Southern Kingdom called “Judah,” were conquered by Babylon in 605 B.C.  Judah was subsequently carried off to Babylon, and Jerusalem, along with its beautiful Temple, was plundered and destroyed in 586 B.C.  2 Chronicles 36:17-20 “He brought up against them (the Southern Kingdom) the king of the Babylonians, who killed their young men with the sword in the sanctuary, and spared neither young man nor young woman, old man or aged.  God handed all of them over to Nebuchadnezzar.  (18) He carried to Babylon all the articles from the temple of God, both large and small, and the treasures of the Lord's temple and the treasures of the king and his officials.  (19) They set fire to God's temple and broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned all the palaces and destroyed everything of value there.  (20) He carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from the sword, and they became slaves to him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power.”

The Northern Kingdom of Israel had 19 kings from 926-721 B.C. and not a one of them was a king by David’s standards (spiritually). They were all bad, a disgrace to God!  The Prophets of the Northern Kingdom were Ahijah, Elijah, Micaiah, Elisha, Jonah, Amos, and Hosea.  These prophets ministered spiritually to the kings and the Jews themselves.  These prophets communicated God’s Word and His commands to the kings and Jews throughout the time span for this kingdom but their teachings and warnings fell on deaf ears.  God punished them by allowing the nation of Assyria to expel them from the Land and send them into exile.      

The Southern Kingdom of Judah had 20 kings from 926-586 B.C.  Eight of these kings were good kings (spiritually obeying God) but the rest a disgrace.  The prophets of the Southern Kingdom were Shemaiah, Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah.  These spiritual men also administered throughout the time span of the Kingdom of Judah teaching them God’s Word and commands of the Law.  There were periods of positive volition during this time in the Southern Kingdom.  However, this did not last and they too were expelled from the Land into exile by Babylon!  Talk about stubborn people…they always learned the hard way!

There is no record of the years of captivity by Assyria and Babylon.  This is God’s “time out” period program.  This is the record in Scripture from God’s point of view.  He is a merciful God but disobedience is never tolerated and grace always precedes divine discipline.  They rejected Him and God acted in justice…the Jews were once again slaves.  The Babylonian captivity of the Jews did not bring them to national repentance that would have led to restoration.  Hardheaded they were!  

After approximately 70 years of combined captivity for both kingdoms, in 538 B.C. under Ezra, only fifty thousand Jews came back from slavery to try to re-establish Israel in the land.  Do you think they were still negative to God’s plan?  Only fifty thousand returned!  Most of these were priests and Levites of the humbler and poorer classes.  Ezra, as a priest, was unable to serve Israel during the captivity because there was no Temple.  It had been destroyed.  He did, however, spend his time in the study of God’s Word.  Ezra gives us the spiritual aspect of the Jews return to Jerusalem.  Once the first Jews began to arrive in Jerusalem, he organized the Synagogue.  He was also the founder of the scribes (those who wrote down the Word of God from original copies) and he helped settle the canon of Scripture and arranged the Psalms.  Ezra was the first to begin a revival of Bible study.  God uses prepared people and Ezra was one of the first men God chose to continue His plan and purpose…redemption of mankind through the Messiah.  

The Restored Nation of Judah – Nehemiah to Malachi – 445-4 B.C.

After many years of struggle Nehemiah arrived on the scene in 445 B.C. and along with Ezra encouraged the Jews to rebuild the wall around the Jerusalem and rebuild the city.  I don’t believe the Jews were excited about returning as you can see by this passage.  They drew straws to get some to come back!  Neh 11:1-2 “Now the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the remaining nine were to stay in their own towns.  (2) The people commended all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.”  Nehemiah and Ezra worked together in such a way that God’s will was accomplished in Jerusalem.  Together they were instrumental in seeing that the walls, the city of Jerusalem, and the Temple were rebuilt.  Nehemiah gives us the political aspect in Scripture of the return of the Jews to the city.  When Christ was born, Jerusalem was once again a thriving city.  

From the book of Nehemiah to the book of Malachi we have the restoration of the Nation of Judah, the only tribe that maintained “good” kings during its reign as the Southern Kingdom.  God recognized their positive volition and started this restoration process.  Judah is the tribe the Messiah, Jesus Christ will be born into.  The prophets of that day preached God’s Word and prophesized to the Jews at the time of their return.  The negative volition among the Jewish people was a mark of their constantly shifting patterns toward failure in seeing God’s plan through.  They seemed to get caught up in the details of the devil’s world, the cosmic system, instead of the Spiritual life God had planned for them.  God’s plans, however, never cease, they seem to get delayed but remember God is omniscient and He guided divine providence or His decrees to work out His plan regardless of the negative volition on the part of the Jews.  He always had men and women who were positive and willing to obey His will and Law to bring the promised Messiah to redeem them.  So the restoration of the Nation Judah began and continued until Christ came.  It wasn’t without trouble…the obstinate people and Satan himself continued to stir things up and they still suffered divine discipline during their restoration.  Very few were obeying God’s will.  Many prophets came to tell about the future.  They taught about the Messiah, the Great Tribulation, and the Millennium.  These later books of the Old Testament are great reading and when you have a full understanding of the dispensations and the mystery of the Church Age that was never taught to the Jews you will be able to fully understand who God is and what He was and still is attempting to do for mankind…in the policy of GRACE.  

Israel’s rejection of Christ ultimately resulted in the dispersion of the Jews all over the world, beginning in 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was conquered and burned by the Romans as Christ prophesized that it would. Matt 24:1-2 “Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings.  (2)’Do you see all these things?’ he asked ’I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on top of another; every one will be thrown down.’”  Mark 13:1-2 (1) ”As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ’Look, Teacher! What massive stones!  What magnificent buildings’  (2) ‘Do you see all these great buildings’ replied Jesus. ‘Not one stone here will be left on top of another; every one will be thrown down.’”   Luke 21:5-6 “Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God.  But Jesus said, (6) ’As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on top of another; every one of them will be thrown down.’”  

In the twentieth century and still going on today, the children of Israel have begun their return to their ancient land, signaling what may well be the beginning of the final gathering of Israel prophesied in Scripture.  Almost four million Jews now live within the bounds of the land of Israel and are in their place to fulfill their prophetic destiny.

God’s Chosen Nation – A Divine Legacy 
As the population of the earth grew and nations increased rapidly, God had begun to deal with man in a new way through the covenants that brought in the founding of the nation of Israel.  Israel would be God’s client nation (priest nation), His protected spiritual representative on earth to whom He would entrust the writing of the Scriptures.

The Jewish Age is related to the nation of Israel.  The Jews became a nation when God led them out of slavery in Egypt, ending that transitional age of the patriarchs (end of the age of the Gentiles) in which He established the Jewish race.  As in the age of the Jewish patriarchs, the human race still consisted of a large population divided into many languages, cultures, and nations.  As before, God kept all four divine institutions in effect…volition, marriage, family and nations.   And just as before, salvation throughout the world continued to be by faith in Christ as He was revealed at that time.  But with the Exodus God established one particular nation to represent Him as His missionary agency on earth.  The spiritual heritage of Israel continued, as it had begun through the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: The Jews expressed their faith toward God as they offered the Passover lamb.  Read Exodus Chapter 12:1-30, which tells of how the Angel of Jehovah, the Lord Jesus Christ, destroyed all the firstborn of Egypt (all ages), “passing over” (thus it is called the Passover) all the Jewish households whose doors had the blood of the sacrificed lambs on their doors to avoid the slaughter.  This chosen nation would be given a divine legacy in writing and would demonstrate God’s character as never before in history (Deut. 4:6-8; 32-40).
God chose Israel to be a blessing to the entire human race.   Gen. 12:2-3 “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  (3) I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  Amos 9:12 “so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name," declares the Lord, who will do these things.”   He made this nation the recipient, custodian, and communicator of the written canon of Scripture, His Word, the Bible.  Not only would Israel furnish the authors of the Old Testament canon, but also the history and function of Israel herself would be recorded forever in Scripture.  The God of Israel, who is Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity (Luke 1:68  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come and has redeemed His people.”) personally ruled this Jewish kingdom of God.  There was no division between the spiritual and the civil.  All was united in one Law called the Mosaic Law (see next paragraph).  Obeying divine established law had a different meaning under the Mosaic Law than it does under God’s plan for the Church Age (the present…our dispensational period).  Because Israel was God’s client nation, obedience to the establishment part of the Law was a very important part of the spiritual life of Jewish believers.  As part of the Law, divine establishment not only preserved the line of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, but also stabilized Jewish society so that over many centuries the Jews would keep the specific national functions and teachings that foreshadowed Christ.  At times it seemed like they would lose this custodial obligation forever because of their apostasy.  But God preserved it through all their failures and maintained His plan and purpose through positive men and women until Christ was born.  

In the Church Age these special purposes for divine establishment do not exist.  The separation of church and state means that the Christian’s responsibility to obey establishment is an application of his spiritual life rather than a part of his spiritual life.  This is why the Romans thought of the early Christians as being unpatriotic, not because they disobeyed civil law or were irresponsible as citizens but because Christianity did not make civil duty part of one’s faith.  Again, where the Law of Moses (Mosaic Law) had pertained to all residents of the nation…believers and unbelievers alike…the “law of Christ” in our age, the Church, governs believers only.  
The Mosaic Law
To communicate His grace to mankind through His chosen nation, Israel, God gave Moses a code of law for Israel.  The Mosaic Law or Law of Moses is a remarkable legal system that defined freedom and civil responsibility in Israel for believers and unbelievers alike.  The Law also set out the precise spiritual ceremonies by which the Jews must worship.  Because their God was also their King, it was the responsibility of everyone in Israel to observe the Mosaic Law as part of Jewish national life, although the spiritual things God provided were proper and meaningful for believers only.  As a single, combined system, the Mosaic Law focused on the Tabernacle (from Moses to David) and later the Temple (from Solomon onward) where the presence of the Lord resided above the Ark of the Covenant.  Sacrificed offerings, rituals, and holy day observances that were conducted looked forward to the day when God would come in the flesh as the promised Messiah.  In order to keep these rituals orderly and in order for the oral communication of God’s written Word to go forth, the Law established the Levitical priesthood.  Deut. 31:9 “So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel.”  Duet. 33:10 “He (the priest) teaches your precepts to Jacob and your law to Israel. He offers incense before you and whole burnt offerings on your altar.”   Only the priests were allowed to conduct these rituals under penalty of death.  God (Jesus Christ) was actually present in the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle and the temple and NO ONE could enter except the priest.  The penalty was death.

The Mosaic Law was a new and remarkable system that covered all areas of human life.  It was a system of spiritual ordinances and the laws of divine establishment in Israel under the immediate rule of God.  Many of its terms and conditions were the same as those divine commandments given in the dispensation of the Gentiles when no chosen nation existed.  You see Israel’s ethnic heritage started in the Gentile Age so it is no wonder these terms were similar because divine guidance for each dispensation of human history comes from the same source, God Himself.

My pastor calls the way of life for citizens of Israel (the Jews) as the “ritual plan of God,” in contrast to the “protocol plan of God” for the Church Age believers (that’s us).  The rituals laid down by the Mosaic Law were a dramatic “shadow of what is to come.”  Paul taught this in Col. 2:16-17 “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  (17) These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”  Heb. 8:5 “They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."  Heb 10:1 “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming…not the realities themselves.  For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.”  Only Christ was the Perfect.  Only His sacrifice on the cross satisfied God the Father.  The rituals, holy day celebrations, and sacrificial offerings were types and teaching aids showing the Messiah to come (Christ), salvation, and fellowship with God.  The Levitical priests’ function and every individual’s daily life included participating in the ceremonies that were a picture of these doctrines.  They looked forward to the great event, the Messiah coming in the flesh.  So when Christ fulfilled the teachings and prophesies by later coming in the flesh as true humanity, the reality of His coming fulfilled all of the shadow worship, making this magnificent Jewish heritage of rituals and holy day observances etc. suddenly obsolete, and unnecessary.  Paul said in Heb. 8:13, “By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one (covenant) obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.”  A new code was required, and a new code was provided.  God provided the new covenant for the Church Age.  

Now in our age, the Church Age, the believer’s way of life demonstrates the all-powerful reality instead of the shadow.  The old way, the ritual plan of God, remains part of Scripture, and documents God’s faithfulness and describes Christ’s Person and work.  Therefore, and in-depth study of the Age of Israel, found in the Old Testament books of Exodus Chapter 12 through the book of Malachi, is an essential and highly instructive part of every Christian’s understanding of Bible doctrine.

Israel demonstrated and communicated the grace of God, the greatest expression of that grace being that she would be the nation through which the Savior would be born into the world.  The sequence of promises that guarantee the coming of Christ, beginning with the “Seed” revealed to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:15 and continuing with the promises made to Noah in Genesis 9:26, became more and more specific and detailed.  The Messiah would come from the race of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; from the nation Israel; from the tribe of Judah; from the family of Jesse (David’s father); from the royal line of King David.  Since the beginning of the Jewish race, the promises of the Messiah’s line run right along with the covenants between God and His chosen people.

The Divine Covenants

The nation of Israel is defined by five divine covenants (contracts).  The first two covenants were discussed in general in our last lesson (16).  These were sworn during the Age of the patriarchs in the last part of the dispensation or Age of the Gentiles.  They prepared the way for founding the nation.  God made the remaining three covenants after the Jewish race had become the Jewish nation. All of the covenants are included here because they all pertain to the nation of Israel as a whole.

The Abrahamic Covenant


 Genesis 12:1-3 “The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.  (2) I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  (3)
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."


Genesis 13:16 “I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.”


Genesis 22:15-18 “The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time (16) and said, "I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, (17) I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, (18) and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."


Genesis 26:4 “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed.”


Genesis 28:14 “Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.”


Genesis 35:11 “And God said to him, "I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will come from your body.”


Exodus 6:2-8 “God also said to Moses, "I am the Lord.  (3) I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to them.  (4) I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.  (5) Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.  (6) "Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  (7) I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  (8) And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.'"

The Palestinian Covenant


Genesis 13:15 “All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.


Genesis 15:18-21 “On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates…(19) the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, (20) Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, (21) Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites."


Genesis 26: 3-5 “Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham.  (4) I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, (5) because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws."


Genesis 28:13-15 “There above it stood the Lord, and he said: "I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  (14) Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.  (15) I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."


Genesis 35:12 “The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you."


Exodus 6:4-8 “I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.  (5) Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.  (6) "Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  (7) 
I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  (8) And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.'"


Numbers 34:1-12; Deut. 30:1-9; 


Joshua 1:1-4 “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: (2) "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them…to the Israelites.  (3) I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.  (4) Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates…all the Hittite country…to the Great Sea on the west.


Jeremiah 32:36-44; Ezekiel 11:16-21 and Ezekiel 36:21-38

The Mosaic Law (Genesis through Deuteronomy)
1. Codex I: The Freedom Code (the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments).

2. Codex II: The Spiritual Code (including a complete, shadow presentation of the Person of Christ and His saving work [Christology and soteriology]).

3. Codex III: The establishment Code (civil, health, and all other statutes or laws for Israel. 

The Davidic Covenant

2 Samuel 7:8-17 and Psalms 89:20-37 


2 Sam 7:8-17 “Now then, tell my servant David, 'this is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel.  (9) I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you.  Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.  (10) And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed.  Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning (11) and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. "'The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: (12) When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  (13) He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  (14) I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  (15) But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  (16) Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.'"  (17) Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.”

The New Covenant to Israel

Jeremiah 31:31-34 “The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah (the humanity of Jesus’ tribe).  (32) It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, declares the Lord.  (33) This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my Law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  (34) No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."


Heb 8:8-12 “But God found fault with the people and said: The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  (9) It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.  (10) This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  (11) No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  (12) For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."


Heb 10:15-17 “The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: (16) ‘this is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.’  (17) Then he adds: ’Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.’"
These remarkable covenants are accurately interpreted and most clearly understood in terms of Israel as a nation.  They did not and never will belong to Gentiles living throughout the world, although Israel was founded to benefit all nations of the earth.  Deut. 4:8 “And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?  Rom 2:12-14 “All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law.  (13) For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous (by believing in the Lord, Jesus Christ).  (14) Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the Law, do by nature (thru their consciences) things required by the Law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the Law.”  Nor did God’s covenants with Israel include the Church, which is above ethnic distinctions and national boundaries, and which in the Old Testament times remained a mystery never told to the Jews!  Acts 15:5 “Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the Law of Moses."  Rom 6:14 “For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under Law, but under grace.”   Read Heb. 8:1-12.  Heb 10:15-17 “The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this.  First he says: (16) ‘This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.’  (17) Then he adds: ‘Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.’"  How do these covenants define the nation of Israel?  God’s covenants to Abraham identify God’s elect people, the Jews, and the land, which He will give them.  Named the Abrahamic Covenant and the Palestinian (Real Estate) Covenant, these two divine contracts were the reason for God’s deliverance of the Jews from Egyptian slavery and for the founding of the nation in the Promised Land.  Exodus 6:2-9 “God also said to Moses, ‘I am the Lord.  (3) I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to them.  (4) I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.  (5) Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.  (6) Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  (7) I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  (8) And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.  I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.'"  (9) Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their discouragement and cruel bondage.”  The Mosaic Law established policy for ethical, spiritual, and civil life within the Old Testament nation.  The Davidic Covenant designates the ruling dynasty of Israel.  The New Covenant promises restoration for the nation under divine discipline and guarantees future fulfillment of all unconditional covenants.

Conditional and Unconditional Covenants
Four of these covenants are unconditional (no strings or conditions attached to them) and eternal; one is conditional (must comply with requirements for fulfillment) and temporal (time on earth).  God will fulfill the Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants to Israel with no conditions attached.  He promised to do certain things, and He will.  His immutable (unchangeable) character guarantees His faithfulness.  The fulfillment for these covenants will last forever.  Gen 13:15 “All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.”  2 Sam 7:13 “He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”  Jer 31:34 “No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the Lord. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."   Who then could be the beneficiaries of these covenant promises?  True Jews are the beneficiaries.  Only someone who personally possesses eternal life can receive these eternal blessings and promises.  Let’s look at what God intended.  God established the Jews as a “regenerate” race (in other words a spiritually believing race), founded through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who were all believers in Christ (the Messiah to come).  However, not all Jews are true Jews.  Rom 9:6-8 “It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel (Jews) are Israel (Jews).  (7) Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the contrary, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.  (8) In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise (Jews who believe in the Messiah, Jesus Christ to come) who are regarded as Abraham's offspring.”  Individuals who were genetically, culturally, or religiously Jews were not a part of the unconditional covenants unless they personally believed in the promised Messiah.  His Person and work are revealed in the one conditional covenant, the Mosaic Law.

Only the Mosaic Law contains conditional clauses.  If the Jews would do their part, then God would do His part.  Exodus 19:3-6 “Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, ‘This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: (4) You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  (5) Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, (6) you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy (sanctified or set apart) nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  Josh 1:7-8 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the Law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  (8) Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”  The Mosaic Law is a single whole, which can be studied under three categories: 

1. Codex I, the freedom code: protected the Jew’s ability to make decisions.

2. Codex II, the spiritual code: presented the most important decision he, the Jew would face.

3. Codex III, the establishment code: provided the best environment most suitable to making good decisions.

The spiritual part of the Mosaic Law, Codex II, declares the GRACE of God AS THE WAY OF SALVATION and identifies FAITH as the nonmeritorious (NO WORKS) manner of entering into the eternal blessings of all the unconditional covenants.  This Codex II of the Law specifically presents the Messiah and explains His role as Savior.  He is pictured through the animal sacrifices, and through the precise construction of the Tabernacle and all its furnishings, and in the ceremonial clothing of the Levitical Priesthood, and in the rituals that the priests performed.  If any Jew believed in the Messiah, Christ, then God would not only grant salvation to that individual but in the same instant would also make him one of those who would receive the blessings and promises of the four unconditional covenants.    


Covenant Chart/Believing Jews Inherit the Promises of the Covenants

Moral and civil statues and laws were established to uphold and support the most important aspect of the Law, Codex II, the spiritual aspect of it.   Codex I defined human freedom; and Codex III revealed the laws of divine establishment for Jewish government, the science of law, military service, economics, diet, hygiene, soil conservation, quarantine, and for every other important aspect of life in Israel.  If the citizens of Israel would obey the commands of Codex I and Codex III, then God would bless them individually in their daily lives on earth and He would bless the nation as a whole.  Read Deuteronomy 28:1-14.  With God as its source, this divine covenant, the Mosaic Law, was far more superior to the other systems of their day such as the over-praised Hamurabi’s Babylonian Code.

The Lord Jesus Christ will carry out all divine covenants to Israel, Himself.  Today, only the Mosaic Law has been fulfilled completely.  In His first advent Christ fulfilled the entire Law, including all three Codices, by His sinless life and substitutionary death for the sins of mankind.  Matt 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”  Rom 10:4 “Christ is the end of the Law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”  In His second advent He will fulfill the Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants when He returns to earth to restore Israel and rule over her.  Even at the peak of Israel’s glory under King Solomon (David’s son), the unconditional covenants were not fulfilled.  Israel has never occupied all of the vast lands granted by the Palestinian Covenant.  But God has not forgotten His people; He will keep His promises.  Both in the Millennium and in eternity, Israel will enjoy a glory she has not yet known.

The Client Nation
The covenants that God made with Israel created a particular relationship of blessing between God and the nation.  Israel was and will be the unique client nation to God, His specially protected representative on earth.  Exodus 19:5-6 “’Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, (6) you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  Hosea 4:5-6 “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge (of Scripture). "Because you have rejected knowledge (Truth…God’s Word, Scripture), I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the Law of your God, I also will ignore your children.”  Definite responsibilities belonged to the Old Testament client nation under the Mosaic Law.  Codices I and III protected human life, freedom, privacy, and property.  Codex II charged individual believers and communicators of God’s Word with accurately presenting the Gospel and teaching Bible doctrine within the nation.  And missionaries from the client nation were to carry the Gospel and Bible doctrine to non-client nations (just as the United States of America does today as God’s client/nation).  Deut 4:6-8 “Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.  (7) What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?  (8) And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?’”  
Client-nation Israel was answerable directly to God for the keeping and guarding of His Word.  Woe to any outsiders who dared to persecute the Jews.  God laid down this protective principle in writing in the Holy Scripture in the anti-Semitism clause of the Abrahamic Covenant.  Gen 12:3a “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse.”  This solemn clause is part of the unconditional covenant and, therefore, remains in force to this day.  God protects the Jewish race through every generation of history so that He can ultimately fulfill His covenant with her. 

Don’t ever forget the Angelic Conflict led by Satan who from the very beginning plotted to stop Christ from coming to redeem mankind.  Let’s look at his track record.

1. He first deceived the Eve in the Garden into disobeying God.

2. He killed Abel who loved God so he could prevent the promised Messiah from coming from this line to redeem mankind.

3. He tried to destroy the human race by infiltrating it with fallen angels to stop Christ from coming to the cross.

4. He wrecked havoc on the Jewish race by tempting them to leave God and worship false gods in all kinds of idolatries his unbeliever followers made up.

5. He led nations against the Jews constantly to annihilate them.

6. He fought Christ at every turn with demon-possessed persons during Christ’s ministry on earth.

7. He tempted Christ three times to get him to renounce His heavenly Father and mission on earth just before the cross.

8. He riled up the crowds of unbelievers to try to kill Christ physically while he preached especially in the last year of His ministry on earth.

9. He did everything he could to keep Christ from going to the cross to fulfill God’s plan.

10. And now in the Church Age since he lost to the victorious Christ, he does everything he can to annihilate the Jews from the earth. 

a. The Spanish Inquisition and many others

b. The Holocaust 

c. The terrorism today of the Muslims, unbelieving descendants of Ishmael, Esau, Lot and many others

The privileges enjoyed by client-nation Israel meant responsibility.  Not only were the blessings greater, but greater would be the potential for national divine discipline if Israel refused to obey the divine commandments or rules God had laid down for them in the Law.  Read Leviticus, chapter 26.  Woe to the Jews if they refused to recognize their trust as God’s representatives on earth.  As we discussed earlier in this lesson, they failed several times and reaped enormous divine discipline.   Hosea 4:6 “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge (God’s Word). "Because you have rejected knowledge (God’s Word), I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the Law of your God, I also will ignore your children (punishment to future generations).”  

Israel’s history is a sweeping view of successes and failures in relation to her client-nation responsibilities.  A series of five Jewish client nations evolved, as presented briefly in the text of this lesson from the categorical outline of dispensations above.  There were five of them.  This sequence of client-nations ended when the long-anticipated Messiah arrived in the flesh.

The virgin birth of Christ marked the beginning of a new dispensation.  By the time of our Lord’s birth in 4 B.C., Israel no longer functioned as a client-nation to God.  Instead, she had distorted the Law into a tyranny of religious legalism.  The Pharisees began writing the Talmud, a verbose book (very wordy) full of petty, corrupt, and self-righteous rules, regulations and manmade traditions (still followed today by Jews who reject Christ as Savior). They wrote during the time when Ezra returned to the Land to establish again the spiritual aspect of Jewish life.  The Pharisees distorted God’s Word into a system of petty unreasonable laws that very few Jews could possibly keep.  These Pharisees were a legalistic group who strictly but often hypocritically kept the Law of Moses and the unwritten “tradition of the elders.” They had a “knowledge” of the Scripture that was unspiritual in nature.  They pursued knowledge just to have knowledge in an arrogant boastful way…not to apply it according to God’s spiritual plan.  The Pharisees were teachers of the Law and believed that God’s grace only extended through the Law obedience to it…works.  Another group very similar to the Pharisees called the Sadducees were high priests who were worldlier and politically minded and theologically unorthodox.  They denied the Resurrection of Christ, angels and spirits. (Acts 23:8). Another group called the Sanhedrin were a Jewish political/religious group evil in every way and very legalistic who demanded that every Jew obey this book to the letter.  They themselves did not follow it but they demanded it from the people.  Needless to say from this scenario Israel had lost her spiritual strength.  She could only fret under the political and military domination of the Roman Empire in Israel (part of their continued discipline).  This spiritual degeneracy (complete withdrawal from God Word that was given to Moses and extreme disobedience to His Law) continued throughout the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union (when the God-man, Jesus Christ lived on earth) and extended into the Church Age (our age) until finally God placed the nation under maximum discipline in 70 A.D.

God’s divine discipline to Israel may be traced back from 63 B.C. when the Roman general Pompey captured Jerusalem and violently dishonored the Temple by entering the Holy of Holies (where Christ resided in the Temple).  In 54 B.C. Crassus pillaged the Temple.  During the Parthian invasion of Palestine in 40 B.C., Herod escaped to Rome and was appointed King of Judea by the Roman Senate.  The Jews refused to recognize him as king, but after three years of fighting he captured Jerusalem and got rid of the Sanhedrin.  In 15 B.C. Agrippa visited Palestine on an inspection tour for the Emperor Augustus to insure that Rome’s interests were being served.  Herod, who was not a Jew, rebuilt the Temple, dedicating it in 10 B.C.

The year in which Christ was born was an unsettling one in Jewish politics.  The Pharisees attempted a coup d’ etat, Herod died in a rage, and his son, Herod Archelaus, became the ethnarch under Rome, inheriting the part of his father’s domains that included Samaria, Judea, and Idumea.  In A.D. 6, Rome forcibly removed the inept and aggravating Archelaus.  Judea was then absorbed into the Roman Empire as part of a third class province with Coponius as its first imperial governor.  The Jews hated being under a succession of Roman governors, among them Pontius Pilate, whose administration began in 26 A.D.

The now Roman province of Judea had long since stopped functioning as a client-nation to God.  Throughout the dispensation of Christ’s first advent, from approximately 4 B.C. to 30 A.D., Judea was a dominated nation in spiritual degeneracy.  She continued to exist only to make a decision regarding Jesus Christ as Messiah.  Having rejected Christ, the spiritually and politically rebellious Jewish state survived for forty years under the principle of grace before judgment. Then, in A.D. 70, four Roman legions under the command of Emperor Titus destroyed Jerusalem just as Christ prophesized.

1. Matt 24:2 “Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 

2. Mark 13:2 "Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."  

3. Luke 21:6 "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”
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