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BIBLE CLASS – July 3, 2002

Lesson 18 The Plan of God/The History of The Human Race

Dispensation 3 - The Hypostatic Union

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only nonmeritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17  
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)

Subject: History of the Human Race in the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union

John 1:1-14 “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  (2) He was with God in the beginning. (3) Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. (4) In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.  (5) The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (6) There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  (7) He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through Him all men might believe.  (8) He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  (9) The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  (10) He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  (11) He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him.  (12) Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, (13) …children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  (14) The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  (NIV)

Introduction

The six dispensations we are presently studying fall into three categories: “theocentric” (centering on God), “christocentric” (centering on Christ), and ”eschatological” (regarding the last things of history including Christ’s Second Advent or coming).  We have just described the two theocentric dispensations, the Age of the Gentiles and the Age of Israel, which occurred before Christ, came in the flesh.  With the virgin birth of Christ, the “christocentric” ages began.  The Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union and the Dispensation of the Church are “christocentric” and the center of human history because of who Christ is and the Church’s (present Age) relationship to Him. 

The term hypostatic union is the theological term for the incarnation of the Person of Christ, the union of God and man.  Incarnation (Latin meaning "flesh") means the act of assuming flesh.  In theology it means the gracious voluntary act of the Son of God in assuming a human body and human nature.  At the virgin birth, God the Son took upon himself true humanity and became a new Person, the God-Man, and the unique Person of the universe.  John 1:1-14 (see above) and Rom 1:2-4 “The gospel He promised beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures (Old Testament) (3) regarding His Son, who as to His human nature was a descendant of David, (4) and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Philip. 2:5-11 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: (6) Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, (7) but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  (8) And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death…even death on a cross!  (9) Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, (10) that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, (11) and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  1 Tim 3:16 “Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness (spiritual life) is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory (Session).”  The Greek work hupostatis means “substantial nature”, “essence“, “actual being,” or “reality.”  Christ unites in Himself the essence of God and the essence of man, forming a new hupostatis, a new united essence, called the hypostatic union.  In the Person of the incarnate Christ are two natures, divine and human, united but inseparable and without loss or mixture of the separate identities, without loss or transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal (the God-Man is one Person) and eternal (He will be the God-Man forever). 
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The Hypostatic Union: The Divine and Human Natures of Jesus Christ

Without lessoning His deity at all, God the Son took upon Himself true humanity in order to be the Savior.  Heb 2:14-15 “Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death…that is, the devil (15) and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”  Phil 2:7-8 “but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  (8) And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death…even death on a cross!”  As the Savior He is also the mediator between God and man.  Job 9:2 “Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a mortal be righteous before God?”  Job 9:32-33 “He is not a man like me that I might answer Him, that we might confront each other in court.  (33) If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay His hand upon us both.”  He is also the high priest representing man before God.  Heb 7:4-5 “Just think how great he (the high priest, Melchizedek) was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder!  (5) Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people…that is, their brothers…even though their brothers are descended from Abraham.”  Heb 7:14 “For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.”  Heb 7:28 “For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.”  Heb 10:5 “Therefore, when Christ came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me.”  Read Hebrews Chapters 10-14.  And He is the human King of Israel in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant.  2 Sam 7:8-18 “Now then, tell my servant David, “this is what the Lord almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel.  (9) I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.  (10) And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning (11) and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. "'The Lord declares to you that the Lord Himself will establish a house for you: (12) when your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  (13) He (Solomon) is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  (14) I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  (15) But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  (16) Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.'"  (17) Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.  (18) Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: "Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?”  Also read Psalms 89:20-37.  The hypostatic union will continue forever in resurrection body.  Heb 1:8 “But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.”  Heb 1:12 “You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."  However, my pastor names this approximately thirty-three-year period of our Lord’s first advent the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union because this unique period of history began remarkably when God became the God-Man.  Heb 10:5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me.”
The dispensation of the Hypostatic Union is the epoch recorded in the Gospels, the first four books of the New Testament.  This period began with the virgin birth of Christ and ended with His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and session at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  It spanned approximately thirty-three years.

Interpreting the Teachings of Christ
Scholars have always found the four Gospels very difficult to interpret.  These four books, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John record a unique period in God’s plan for human history.  The Gospels reveal our Lord’s sinless life and saving work, but the record of His earthly ministry also includes His official declaration of the long-awaited kingdom of God in Israel (the Millennium), His prophesy of Israel’s future persecution (Tribulation), and finally His announcement of a divine administration importantly different from the Age of Israel.  These different teachings came together into a whole dispensational framework.

The period of Christ’s first advent relates both to Israel and the Church but was itself neither Israel nor Church.  In fact, the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union separates Israel from the Church.  As a result, accurate interpretation of the Gospels requires an understanding of dispensations.  

With absolute authority Jesus Christ presented Himself to Israel as the Son of David, the King of Israel, the Messiah.  Matt 4:17 “From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent (change your mind about the need for a Savior), for the kingdom of heaven is near."  His presentation took many forms, which Matthew in particular recorded.  Christ fulfilled Old Testament prophecy.  Matt 1:1-17 “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: (2) Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, (3) Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, (4) Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, (5) Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, (6) and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife, (7) Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, (8) Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, (9) Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, (10) Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, (11) and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. (12) After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, (13) Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, (14) Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, (15) Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, (16) and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  (17) Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.”  Matt 2:17-18 “Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: (18) "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more."  Matt 4:14-16 “to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: (15) "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles…(16) the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."  He performed miracles that established His proof as the Savior of mankind and King of the Jews.  Matt 4:23-24 “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.  (24) News about Him spread all over Syria, and people brought to Him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and He healed them.”  He announced policy for His kingdom.  Read Matthew, chapters 4 through 7.  He explained His identity from Scripture.  Matt 11:25-30 “At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned (arrogant intellectuals), and revealed them to little children (humble people).  (26) Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.  (27) "All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.  (28) "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  (29) Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  (30) For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  Also read Matthew 12:1-8.  He described His own death on the cross as the “blood of the covenant (the Mosaic Law).”  Matt 26:28 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  Matt 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”  Rom 10:4 “Christ is the end of the Law so that there may be righteousness (+R) for everyone who believes.”  Heb 10:1 “The Law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming…not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.”  In fact, Christ came to fulfill all five divine covenants with Israel…conditional and unconditional alike.  Read Matthew, chapters 8 and 9.
Our Lord’s sinless life and respect for human freedom fulfilled the commandments in Codex I of the Mosaic Law.  His sinlessness and substitutionary death for the sins of the human race were the realities that the Jews looked forward to when they performed the ceremonies in Codex II of the Law.  His love for Israel demonstrates His fulfillment of the establishment laws in Codex III.   The Pharisees asked in Matt 22:17-21 “Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"  (18) But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? (19) Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought Him a denarius, (20) and He asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"  (21) "Caesar's," they replied. Then He said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."  Only He could perfectly carry out the entire Law.  He came to fulfill every part of the Law whether or not the Jews accepted Him as their king.  Matt 5:18 “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  He made salvation possible, and through His saving work provided entry for the Jews into the unconditional covenants.  Any Jew who would believe in Christ as the Messiah became a beneficiary of all the covenants.  John 1:12-13 “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God… (13) children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.”
If enough of the Jews had believed in Christ at that time, He would have carried out all the divine covenants with Israel, establishing right then and there the promised kingdom of God on earth (Millennium).  But Jewish rejection of the King postponed the kingdom.  Matt 23:37-39 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.  (38) Look, your house is left to you desolate.  (39) For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.'"  Christ therefore prophesied the future of Israel in His magnificent Olivet Discourse.  Please read Matthew Chapters 24 and 25.  The teaching He gave on Mount Olive painted a vivid picture of Israel’s ultimate Tribulation and His own return (Second Advent) to deliver His people and fulfill the remaining four unconditional covenants in His 1000-year millennial reign.

Freedom of Choice under God’s Plan
Jesus Christ stood at a fork in the road of history.  He gave human volition an option.  He announced that the kingdom of God was “at hand,” not that it had actually arrived.  Matt 4:17 “From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent (change your mind about the need for a Savior), for the kingdom of heaven is near."  In other words, the King was present, but the kingdom’s arrival depended on the attitude of Israel.  Would the Jews accept or reject their King?  Of course by looking back into time we know which way history went, but at that time it was an open question.  After He offered the kingdom to Israel and purchased salvation for all mankind, what would be the next dispensation?  Would the earthly reign of Christ (the Millennium) start, or would some other system of divine administration begin? 

Christ presented the kingdom to the Jews as a legitimate offer, even though omniscient (all knowing) God knew in advance that Israel would reject Christ as the Messiah.  Isa 8:13-14 “The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, He is the one you are to fear, He is the one you are to dread, (14) and He will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel He will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem He will be a trap and a snare.”  Rom 9:31-33 “but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it (+R).  (32) Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling stone (corner stone)."  (33) As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame."  In eternity past God knew that the Church Age would follow our Lord’s first advent and rejection.  However, God provides real options and opportunities so that man has genuine freedom of choice.  God’s veracity (truth) guarantees that any divine offer is legitimate.  God is truth.  If He made an “offer” to the Jews and held them responsible for their decision, when no genuine choice existed, He would be violating his veracity and justice.  But God cannot compromise His own nature.
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The Gospels seem difficult to understand because they describe a real option presented to Israel, which Israel rejected.  But how could Christ have died for sins yet still have established His earthly kingdom at the same time?  Christ’s death on the cross did not depend on Jewish rejection.  The Romans alone could have executed Him, and immediately after His resurrection He could have set up His kingdom.  This scenario, which in fact, the disciples suggested is only one of numerous possibilities.  Acts 1:6 “So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  One possibility is enough to answer the question.  Ironically, the nation did reject her King and even played a role in His death.  The self-serving antagonism of the Jewish leaders showed their negative volition and this was demonstrated in the overwhelming majority of the Jewish citizens.  Do you think they kept up with their Scriptural studies?  They weren’t going to temple and participating in the rituals either, were they?  Absolutely not!  If they had they would have recognized Jesus as their long awaited Messiah.

God’s plan is never stopped or prevented by human negative volition or rejection.  He remains sovereign while man exercise genuinely free self-determination.  By divine decree the sovereignty of God and the free will of man coexist in human history.  Sovereign God extends His magnificent grace to man, and the opportunity to accept the grace of God is real in every case.  This truth is evident in the Gospel, in which “whoever”…everyone…is invited to believe in Christ for salvation.  John 3:16 “Know this that God loved the world so much that he gave His uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in him shall never perish but have eternal life.”  But many refuse.  Man’s refusal to accept what God offers and the fact the God’s plan goes on even if man rejects Christ do not imply that no option existed in the first place.  God genuinely offers His grace and desires that everyone accept it.  2 Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (a change of mind about Christ).”  God is never threatened by man’s refusal.  In fact, human negative volition may cause extraordinary demonstrations of divine power that glorify Him throughout the earth.  Exo 9:16 “But I have raised you (Pharaoh) up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  Rom 8:32 “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave Him up for us all…how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”  Rom 9:17 “For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  In the workings of the sovereign God even Psalms 76:10 it says “Surely your wrath against men brings you praise, and the survivors of your wrath are restrained.”  

The issue of free will lies at the heart of the angelic conflict.  And here at the most important event in human history…in the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ…the Bible clearly documents that God extends genuine choices to mankind.  While divine sovereignty remains supreme, man’s responsibility is real.  The grace of God toward man not only expresses His love but also forces Satan and the fallen angels to remember that God’s infinite goodness was poured out to them as well.  Human and angelic free will are comparable.  Divine grace and human responsibility remind Satan again and again that he bears the full blame for his own revolt against God.

Human history is the appeal trial of the angelic conflict and reveals the essence of God.  He is gracious, but because He is also our sovereign (ruler), His plan must go on.  Sovereignty means, that He has patience toward mankind in delaying judgment on us and He has kindness in that He grants opportunity for mankind to accept His grace but this cannot go on indefinitely.  This is powerfully illustrated in the first advent of Christ, when Christ turned away from unbelieving Israel and founded the Church.  Sovereign God must ultimately proceed with His perfect plan.  Satan and his fallen angels and human unbelievers will ultimately suffer the full and eternal consequences of revolution against sovereign, omnipotent God, while this same God proceeds to bless believers forever in the eternal state.

Given every opportunity to believe in Christ as Savior, the Jews stubbornly refused.  Certainly there were remarkable exceptions.  The disciples, the three Marys, and even Nicodemus show that a percentage of believers can be found in every generation of every dispensation.  But the percentage in Israel was too small to counterbalance the vast majority that refused to believe.  Matt 13:10-16 “The disciples came to Him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?"  (11) He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.  (12) Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  (13) This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.  (14) In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 'you will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  (15) For this people's heart has become calloused (hardened through rejection of Christ), they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.'  (16) But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.”
Israel’s rejection of her Messiah does not mean that Jesus Christ’s mission on earth ended in failure.  He postponed the earthly kingdom of God (the Millennium) and started a second ministry (the Church).  As the prophet of the Church, He was the first to announce the mystery doctrine about the Church Age.  Read John Chapters 14 through 17.  In the Upper Room Discourse our Lord unveiled something entirely new: the protocol plan of God for the Church Age.  To a degree never before witnessed in human history, the Church Age demonstrates God’s magnificent grace and infinite power.

Accuracy in Interpretation - Different Messages for Different Audiences
The truth taught by Jesus Christ can apply to believers of any dispensation, but there is difference between a legitimate application from a passage in the Word of God and the precise interpretation of that passage.  There may be many applications to make the believer understand completely and that will greatly benefit them in a devotional or practical way, but the objective for a totally in depth study of God’s Word is absolute correct interpretation.  Interpretation tries to discover what the passage means.  Each passage must be interpreted in its context.  This means that you must consider the verses and passages all around the particular passage you are interpreting to get the clear meaning of it.  Who is the passage addressing?  What is the history at the time the passage was written?  What was going on prior to the particular passage etc?  

Who is the audience that Christ speaks to in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John?  The Gospels can be accurately interpreted only when Christ’s ministry to Israel and the Church is understood.  His ministry to Israel is very different from His ministry to the Church (that’s us) and that must be made very clear to believers in order to understand what is being taught in the Gospels and to whom He is teaching.  Several examples will help explain this.  Jesus' discussion on the Mount of Olives about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world is one such example in Matt. 24:1--25:46, and in Mark 13:1-37, and also in Luke 21:5-36.  The Upper Room Discourse or the Lord’s Supper in Matt. 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-26, Luke 22:1-23, and in 1 Cor. 11:23-25 took place on the night before Jesus died, at a meal commonly known as the Last Supper.  The Last Supper was the Jewish PASSOVER meal, first instituted by God in the days of Moses.  Read Exo. 12:1-14 and Num. 9:1-5.  In these two examples Jesus was speaking to the same twelve men, His disciples or apostles.  He delivered both of these great messages after Israel had rejected Him as Messiah.  Both messages were prophetic.  But there are extremely important differences.  This is the reason we need a pastor/teacher who knows the original languages of Scripture (Hebrew, Greek, Armenian) and who has the spiritual gift of pastor/teacher to accurately interpret the Work in its original language.  You can never understand the differences we are going to learn here by reading the English translation on your own!  

The content of the Olivet Discourse (Jesus’ teachings on the Mt. of Olives) deals with Christ’s prediction of the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.  The Temple was the central point of Jewish worship, and the disciples, as Jews, were concerned about the promised future of their nation.  They asked Christ the same question they would ask Him again just before His ascension: When would He establish His kingdom (the Millennium) as the completion and fulfillment of Jewish history.  Matt 24:3 “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.”Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"  Acts 1:6 “So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  When would He fulfill God’s unconditional covenants with Israel?

At the time of the Olivet Discourse, the disciples knew little if anything of the Church!  They may not have known that there would be a period of time that would come between the first and second advents of Christ.  This discourse answers a specific question about Israel and guarantees a future for Israel by announcing the Tribulation and the beginning of the Millennium.  The events Christ mentions fulfill Old Testament prophecies of Israel’s future.  Matt 24:15 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel…let the reader understand.”  Read Matthew, chapters 29 through 31.  These events center in Judea.  Matt 24:16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”  They recognize the Jewish Sabbath.  

Matt 24:20 “Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.”  And they warn of false appearances (false Christs) the distinctly Jewish hope for the Messiah.  Matt 24:23-26 “At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.  (24) For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect (believers)…if that were possible.  (25) See, I have told you ahead of time.  (26) "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it.”  The context (the verses that surround this passage of Scripture) and the content of the Olivet Discourse itself (Christ’s message here) point to Israel alone.  Therefore, the Olivet Discourse is addressed and meant only for Israel in a context concerning divine discipline against the Jews for rejecting the Messiah.  Read Matthew, chapter 23.
In contrast, Christ addressed the Upper Room Discourse (the Last Supper) to His disciples as the central part of the coming Church Age Dispensation.  John 17:20-21 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, (21) that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”  These same twelve Jewish disciples or apostles were now considered separate from the nation of Israel, which Christ identifies with “the world” that rejected Him.  John 13:33-34 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  (34) "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  Also read John 15:18 through John 16:4.  In context Christ anticipated His betrayal by Israel and announced His glorification.  John 13:31-32 “When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in Him.  (32) If God is glorified in Him; God will glorify the Son in Himself, and will glorify Him at once.”  This message of His glorification reveals never before seen blessings for the Church Age believer, which will indeed glorify Jesus to the maximum.  The content of this message from Christ is new.  Nowhere in the entire national heritage of Israel was any believer personally in union with the Christ the Messiah, indwelt by Him, or indwelt by the Holy Spirit as described in this final message before the cross.  

John 14:16-17 “…and I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever, (17) the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him.  But you know Him, for He lives within you and will be in you.”  John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  John 14:23 “Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”  John 17:21-23 “…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  (22) I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they might be one as we are one: (23) I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”  John 17:26 “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."  A time of momentous change had arrived.  John 16:1-2 “All this I have told you so that you will not go astray.  (2) They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God.”  John 16:32 “But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.”  Only the Church was in view here.

This sweeping change, completely presented in the New Testament epistles, is so completely different from the original covenants that God gave to Israel.  By definition Israel was made sacred and separate from other nations, but now Jews and Gentiles were to be considered the same in Christ!  God is not contradictory nor does He cause confusion.  The conclusion is that Israel was no longer in the spotlight.  She had rejected her Messiah.  God remained true to His word by not permanently rejecting her, but He was taking the initiative by turning her refusal of Christ into an opportunity to demonstrate His grace even more in the Church.  As a result, His future entry into His kingdom as the Son of David will be all the greater.  In terms of divine administration, God had shifted His historical focus to a new body of believers, the Church.

These two famous prophetic messages by our Lord differ greatly in meaning even though they were presented only two days apart.  Matt 26:1-2 “When Jesus had finished saying all these things, He said to His disciples, (2) "As you know, the Passover is two days away…and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified."  But these messages are perfectly harmonious within the framework of a dispensation.  Future Israel, not the Church, must be alert for the triumphant second advent of Christ.  Read Matthew chapter 24:42 through Matthew 25:13.  The Church, not Israel, will be responsible for utilizing the new outpouring of grace that glorifies the physically absent but indwelling Christ.  Matt 14:13-15 “
When Jesus heard what had happened, He withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed Him on foot from the towns.  (14) When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He had compassion on them and healed their sick.  (15) As evening approached, the disciples came to Him and said, "This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food."  Matt 15:7 “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you…” Matt 16:23 “Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  Matt 14:19-23 “And He directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, He gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  (20) They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  (21) The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.  (22) Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowd.  (23) After He had dismissed them, He went up on a mountainside by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone,”
Teaching for Present and Future Hearers
Our Lord’s “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew chapters 5 through 7) is another example of the need for very careful interpretation of God’s Word.  This was not a private message with the twelve disciples, even though some of them were present at the time.  To whom do you think the Lord was addressing His sermon?  To Israel?  To the Church?  To both or neither? 

Jesus was speaking to the large crowd of believers gathered around Him on the mountainside.  Matthew 5:1 “Now when He saw the crowds, He went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to Him…” Matt 7:28 “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at His teaching…” His ministry to Israel was underway because His people had not yet rejected Him.  Please read Matthew chapter 12.  He was sitting before true, regenerate Israel (saved Jews) and He was teaching clearly the character of God’s kingdom and righteousness.  He was contrasting the Mosaic Law’s real purpose with the legalism (self-righteousness) of the Pharisees.  Christ was not presenting a way of salvation.  His message concerned the believer’s post-salvation way of life, which changes from dispensation to dispensation.  His teaching differed from the Mosaic Law, which was instituted for Israel.  The question is: To whom do Christ’s instructions belong?

First of all, the “Sermon on the Mount” was addressed to the Jewish followers of Jesus who heard Him deliver it.  But certain parts of the message looked to a future fulfillment…perhaps the near future, perhaps the distant future, depending on whether or not Israel would accept her King.  The hearers realized that all the beatitudes in the opening lines of the sermon had not yet been accomplished even though the Messiah had arrived.  Matt 5:3-11:

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 ”Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom   of heaven.

11 ”Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.”
But if the Messiah spoke these blessings, the listeners could take comfort, fully confident that all would be accomplished.  It would be accomplished in the Dispensation of the Millennial Kingdom.

Little did the crowd realize that Christ would be rejected and that the complete fulfillment of His words would not occur in His first advent (the time of His death on the cross) or in the Church Age, which had not been revealed as yet.  Even today 2002 the meek haven’t “inherited the earth,” nor is God’s will “done on earth as it is in heaven.”  Matt 6:10 “…your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  His will is done on earth in the sense that believers can and do accomplish His plan and purpose for their lives, but His will cannot be done “as it is in heaven” until Christ dethrones Satan and establishes His own monarchy.  The meek will inherit the earth only under His gracious, all-powerful administration in that future dispensation, the Millennium.

Christ was announcing policy for His kingdom (Millennium).  But He was speaking to His current Jewish audience concerning not only the promised kingdom (Millennium) but the immediate present as well, before the kingdom would be established.  This is why He needed to mention persecution for righteousness.  Matt 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  (12) Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they also persecuted the prophets who were before you.” And deliverance from evil: Matt 5:37 “Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  Matt 5:39 “But I tell you, ‘Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.’ “   And false prophets: Matt 7:15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”  These warnings do not describe the perfect environment of the Millennium.  For His then present Jewish audience, Christ made very clear the believer’s way of life at a time when the Mosaic Law was so greatly distorted by the scribes and the Pharisees.  Such instructions offered encouragement and hope to those who witnessed His earthly ministry yet never saw the reality of His announced blessings.  He cared for His hearers in their current state, even while declaring the kingdom (Millennium) that He would establish for them if enough of the Jews would accept Him as Messiah.  

Christ taught His followers to pray “Thy kingdom come.”  Matt 6:9-13 “This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, (10) your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  (11) Give us today our daily bread.  (12) Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  (13) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”  This is a prayer (The Lord’s Prayer) that would have been relevant at the time if a sufficient number of people with positive volition in Israel believed in the Messiah so that the kingdom could have been established right then and there.  But this prayer petition stopped being meaningful when in fact that “evil generation” of Jews rejected Him.  Matt 12:45 “Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation."  Nor will the prayer apply after the Millennium is actually established because prayer is not needed for what has already a reality.

Because the Church Age (the Mystery Age) had not been announced and did not yet exist when Christ spoke on the mountainside, no part of our Lord’s sermon is addressed specifically to the Church.  The correct conclusion is that the Sermon on the Mount belongs to the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union and the Millennium, but not to the Church Age.

Church Age believers can learn much from the Sermon on the Mount, however.  God is the source of every portion of Scripture, and all Scripture should be used as a storehouse of principles for application in your life.  Many points in Christ’s message to Israel are also given to Christians.  For example, the epistles in the New Testament addressed to the Church contain instructions about judging that had also been given to Israel.  Rom 14:10-13 “You, then, why do you judge your brother (fellow believer)? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat.  (11) It is written: "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.'  (12) So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  (13) Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.”  Matt 7:1-5 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  (2) For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  (3) "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the log in your own eye?  (4) How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a log in your own eye?  (5) You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.’”  The epistles also contain doctrine you must compare about logistical grace.  1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.”  Read Matthew chapter 6:25-34.  The epistles also contain doctrines you must compare about faith-rest.  Matt 6:31-34 “So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  (32) For the pagans (unbelievers) run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  (33) But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness (+R), and all these things will be given to you as well.  (34) Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  Read also Hebrews chapter 4:1-10 to compare with the previous Matthew verses.  The epistles also contain doctrines you must compare about the group of mature believers, which is the invisible, stabilizing influence within a nation.   Ephesians 1:21-23 “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  (22) And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, (23) which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.”  Matt 5:13-15 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness (Bible doctrine living in our souls), how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  (14) "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  (15) Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.”

Scriptural passages that directly speak to the church establish Church Age rules (doctrine).  This basic principle of Biblical interpretation comes from the very existence of dispensational differences in Scripture.  This principle respects those differences and balances it with an equal respect for those doctrines that are common in or shared with other dispensations as well.  Church Age doctrine is often highlighted by the ways in which God reveals Himself to other audiences in other passages of Scripture on the same subject.  When the epistles of our New Testament present a doctrine to the Church, all other Biblical passages on that subject must be studied under the principle of comparing Scripture with Scripture.  

For example, the Sermon on the Mount (to the Jews) teaches a lot of ethical guidance but with no mention of the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  This does not mean that believers today can exclude the filling of the Spirit from their Christian lives.  There are two principal reasons: First, the New Testament epistles command Church Age believers to walk in the Spirit, and second, the Sermon on the Mount was not addressed to the Church but to believers in an era when the filling of the Spirit was not available.  Still, the Sermon’s description of the way in which a believer should treat other people sheds light on commands in the New Testament concerning Christian love. 

The Olivet and Upper Room discourses and the Sermon on the Mount illustrate difficulties in interpreting the Gospels that are resolved by the doctrine of dispensations.  This doctrine is the Biblical hermeneutic (the Science and principles of interpreting the Bible) that makes the various teachings of Christ very clear to understand.  When you understand the different dispensations, you will then understand to whom Christ’s messages are given.  The uniqueness of our Lord’s ministry also supports the view that the incarnation of Christ was a separate dispensation. 

Four Reasons Why the Incarnation Is Considered a Separate Dispensation
The Incarnation, though brief, is a dispensation in itself.  The presence of the hypostatic union is too important to be merely part of another age.  From God’s overall perspective of human history, something momentous was happening on earth.

At least four approaches lead to the conclusion that these thirty-three years make up a separate dispensation.  First, God revealed Himself to mankind as never before in history…in the Person of Christ.  In the Scriptures the life of Christ is recorded four times over (the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), from four different views, unlike any other period of history.

Second, God designed the incarnation of Jesus Christ to purchase salvation for all mankind in every dispensation.  From God’s viewpoint this extraordinary period throws light across all of history and is not hidden away as part of another dispensation.  God’s design for the incarnation of Christ also included an unparalleled system of power (from the Holy Spirit) that enabled the humanity of Christ to accomplish His mission.  

Third, our Lord’s incarnation is a separate dispensation because it plays a major role in defining other dispensations.  One of its characteristics…resurrection…becomes a distinguishing mark of the completion of each following dispensation.  

And fourth, this approximately thirty-three-year dispensation is like a cornerstone or hinge that connects, yet divides, two very different dispensations.  Israel and the Church are different from one another because of the Incarnation, which belongs to neither of these dispensations.  We will briefly present each of these four approaches.
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THE INCARNTION AS A DISPENSATION

God Revealed In Christ

Really dramatic change is the opening theme in the book of Hebrews.  At the announced place and time, God fulfilled His promises to send the Messiah.  Divine revelation now came to mankind in the form of Christ Himself.  Heb 1:1-3 “In the past (in previous dispensations) God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets in many parts (of the written canon of Scripture) and in various ways (divine communication to the prophets), (2) but in these last days (the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union) he has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.  (3) The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His essence (characteristics and attributes), sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”
This long-awaited period of history, called “these last days” in Hebrews 1:2, is also called the dispensation of “the fullness of (the) time.”  This term is used for each of the two christocentric (Christ-centered) dispensations mentioned at the beginning of this lesson, the Age of the Hypostatic Union (Gal 4:4 “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law.”) and the Church Age (Eph 1:10 “to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment…to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, Christ.”), showing the close relationship between these two dispensations.  Gal 4:4-5 “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, (5) to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”
The uniqueness of the dispensation of our Lord’s first advent is also the subject of the first chapter of the Gospel of John.  In terms of divine revelation, the written Word of the Old Testament passed the baton to the Living Word in the Person of the God-Man, Jesus Christ.  John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the uniquely born One, from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God, but God the uniquely born One, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known.”
The Great Power Experiment

God became man and purchased salvation for all mankind of all dispensations…past, present, and future. The tremendous influence of Christ’s first advent supports the conclusion that this period is not contained within any other dispensation but must be treated separately and defined in its own terms.  During these thirty-three years, the Gospel became an accomplished reality for all dispensations.  

The Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union was also different from previous dispensations by the system of power that God the Father designed to sustain the humanity of Christ in accomplishing man’s salvation.  This power experiment (that could not fail) is God the Holy Spirit who sustained Christ throughout His Incarnation in the spiritual life he handed down to us, the church.

According to the Father’s plan, Christ did not use His divine omnipotence (all powerful strength) to support His humanity.  Phil 2:5-8 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: (6) who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, (7) “but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  (8) And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death…even death on a cross!”  Instead, God the Holy Spirit constantly empowered and sustained the humanity of Christ in the hostility of the devil’s world.  Matt 4:1 “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.”  Matt 12:18 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on Him, and He will proclaim justice to the nations.  Matt 12:28 “But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”  Luke 4:1 “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert.”  Luke 4:14-15 “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through the whole countryside.  (15) He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised Him.”  Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed.”  John 3:34 “For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.”  Rom 1:4 “…and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Heb 9:14 “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”  In addition to the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the spiritual life that Christ began on earth also provided power for the humanity of Christ to master and use.  Our Lord used these divine problem-solving devices (the happiness of God within) in fulfilling the salvation plan of the Father.

Because of this powerful spiritual life of Christ, the period of the incarnation of Christ may be called the “great power experiment of the hypostatic union.”  This experiment is a demonstration of a known truth.  The known truth is that the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit and the perfect effectiveness of God’s problem solving devices (happiness of God within) were fully able to sustain the humanity of Christ.  In the power of the spiritual life, Christ perfectly fulfilled every demand of the Mosaic Law throughout His life and death.  This powerful spiritual life proved effective even under the maximum pressure of being judged for all the sins of mankind on the cross.  The Holy Spirit constantly supported Christ on the cross.  Heb 9:14 “How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”  The problem-solving devices (the happiness of God within) enabled Jesus to endure the judgment of all human sins.  Heb 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

This great power experiment of the hypostatic union has been extended as the great power experiment of the Church Age.  Christ left every Church Age believer an inheritance of the very system of power that supported His humanity during the Age of the Hypostatic Union…the spiritual life.  John 7:37-39 “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  (38) Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.  (39) By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”  John 15:10-11 “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in His love.  (11) I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”  Our Lord’s proven source of power is now available to the Church Age believer for fulfilling the plan that God has for each one of you.

How Jesus Christ lived during His time on earth is now here for us in the Church Age.  What He established on earth is now ours to use today.  Christ lived in the first spiritually powered life…He tested it out and proved it worked.  He left it for us to use after His example.  The Church Age believer has the privilege of living by the system of spiritual power under which Christ lived, not by the ritual system of Israel, which Christ totally fulfilled and abolished.  Rom 10:4 “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness (+R) for everyone who believes.”  Eph 2:15 “by abolishing in His flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in Himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace.”  The obvious here is that the known truth in the Church Age power experiment is that divine power and problem-solving devices are capable of handling any bad situation you could possibly find yourself in.  There is no problem too difficult for the Lord.   He has provided everything we will need to live this spiritual life and He has even tested it all out first.  That’s perfection!  

Giving Definition to Other Dispensations

We’ve looked at two reasons for regarding our Lord’s incarnation as a separate dispensation.  This unique period revealed God in His Son and purchased salvation for people of all dispensations.  There is a third reason: The incarnation of Christ helps to identify the other dispensations.  This period of time, which is the central focus of human history, and which defines the dispensations, is itself a dispensation.

As already discussed, a major purpose of Old Testament Israel was to look forward to the coming Messiah.  Israel was custodian of a shadow Christology...sacrificial teachings of the Old Testament.  Like the shadow of a person that appears around a corner before he does, Israel’s spiritual life took its shape from the reality of Christ who had yet to come on the scene of history.  God took upon Himself true humanity to win the victory of the cross, to be the substitute for man’s sins.  Because God is forming the Church in honor of that victory, the glorified Christ is called the Head of the Church.  Eph 4:15 “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” Eph 5:23 “For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, His body, of which He is the Savior.”  Col 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy.”  Also, Christ became true humanity in order to fulfill the Davidic Covenant to Israel, on which the Millennium is based.  Because He will rule in the Millennium, Christ is called the Son of David.  Matt 1:1 “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  Matt 12:23 “All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?"  Matt 22:41-46 “While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, (42) ‘what do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He? ‘ ‘The son of David,‘ they replied.  (43) He said to them, ‘How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls Him 'Lord'? For he says, (44) 'The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.' (45) ‘If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can He be his son?‘  (46) No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.”  Each of these dispensations…the Age of Israel, the Church Age, and the Millennium…is defined in terms of the first advent of Christ.

From another view, each dispensation beginning with the third dispensation, the incarnation of Christ ends with a resurrection.  This repetition treats the first advent of Christ as a pattern for dispensations, and so equivalent to a dispensation itself.  The resurrection of Christ is the first and, so far, the only resurrection in history.  1 Tim 6:16 “…who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To Him be honor and might forever. Amen.”  Other individuals have come back from the dead, but they were only resuscitated, not resurrected.  John 11:43-44 “When He had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!  (44) The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."  Resuscitation restores an individual to his mortal body and he will eventually die again.  John 12:9-10 “Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.  (10) So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well.”  Resurrection gives the believer his resurrection body so that never again will he die!  1 Cor 15:54 “When the perishable (human body) has been clothed with the imperishable (resurrection body), and the mortal (that which dies) with immortality (that which cannot die), then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."  

The sequence of resurrections is introduced by the phrase from 1 Cor 15:22-23.  “For as in Adam all (the human race…all mankind) die, so in Christ all (believers) will be made alive.  (23) But each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when He comes, those who belong to Him.”  The “orders” are dispensations.  The resurrection of believers is dispensational.  After this introduction, four phrases correspond to the final four dispensations beginning with the Incarnation.  The Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union ended with the resurrection of Christ.  1 Cor 15:20 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  1 Cor 15:23 “But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when He comes, those who belong to Him.”  The Church Age will end with the Rapture or resurrection of the royal family…those who are next in line to receive their resurrection bodies.  1 Cor 15:23b “…then, when He comes, those who belong to Him.”  The Tribulation will conclude with the second advent of Christ.  1 Cor 15:24 “Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.”  Rev 20:4 “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”  At that time, the Old Testament believers and tribulational martyrs receive resurrection bodies.  Job 19:25-26 “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  (26) And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God.”  Finally, this progression of resurrections will end with the resurrection of all believers of the Millennium…Satan’s final revolution.  1 Cor 15:24 “Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.”  Rev 20:5 “(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.”  Rev 20:7-10 “When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison (8) and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth…Gog and Magog…to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore.  (9) They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city He loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.  (10) And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”
Christ the Cornerstone

We have just illustrated through the Scriptures that the Incarnation is a separate dispensation.  This illustration also shows the separation of Israel and the Church, a very vital truth that gives such importance to realizing that the Incarnation stands as a distinct dispensation between these two ages.  

The Bible describes our Lord’s relationship to Israel and to the Church in several ways, but one example will enough in this general study of dispensations.   Jesus Christ is frequently described as “the chief cornerstone” in Psalms 118:21-23 “I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation.  (22) The stone (Jesus Christ) the builders rejected has become the capstone; (23) the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”  Isa 28:16 “So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be distressed.’  Matt 21:42 “Jesus said to them, ‘have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?” Mark 12:10 “Haven't you read this scripture: 'the stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”  Luke 20:17 “Jesus looked directly at them and asked, ‘then what is the meaning of that which is written: The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone'?”  Acts 4:10-12 “…then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.  (11) He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'  (12) Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  1 Cor 3:11 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  1 Pet 2:4-7 “As you come to Him, the living Stone…rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him… (5) You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  (6) For in Scripture it says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’ (7) Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone…’ “ 

These expressions in the above verses must be interpreted in the light of the historical period in which it was written.  What was a “cornerstone” in the ancient world?  Two definitions come down to us, one regarding a building’s foundation, the other pertaining to structure above the foundation.  A cornerstone was a stone laid at one corner of a foundation as the normal starting point for construction.  A stone at the intersection of two walls, uniting them, was also called a cornerstone.  Both meanings illustrate Christ’s relationship with Israel and the Church, although this analogy by itself does not prove the relationship.  According to this analogy, what is being built?  And what is the construction schedule?  

As Paul declared to the Athenians in Acts 17:24-25 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  (25) And He is not served by human hands, as if He needed anything, because He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.”  God is larger than His creation.  John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the unique One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  But He chose to live among men.  John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  Jesus Christ, the God-man, is the foundation for two invisible, spiritual “temples” designed for worship of God throughout eternity.  These two figurative (not actual) buildings are Israel and the Church.  Acts 4:10-12 “…then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man (a man they had just healed) stands before you healed.  (11) He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'  (12) Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  Matt 16:18 “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock (Jesus Christ) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  Each structure is built of individual believers, not of the stone, brick, and timber normally associated with temple construction.  This explains why no temple building will exist in heaven.  Rev 21:22 “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”  We, Church Age believers are called “…living stones being constructed into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood…” 1 Peter 2:5.  This also shows that the Tabernacle in the Temple in Israel was only a “copy and shadow” of the reality which is in heaven.  Heb 8:2 “…and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.”  Heb 8:5 “They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."
The two “temples” built of believers will be complete when all members possess resurrection bodies.  The Church will become a spiritual temple forever at the moment of the resurrection, or rapture, of the Church.  Israel, on the other hand, will be resurrected in two stages. Believers from the Old Testament Age of Israel and believers who die during the Tribulation will be resurrected at Christ’s Second Advent when He ends the Tribulation.  Job 19:25-26 “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  (26) And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God…” Rev 20:4 “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”  The Millennium believers will be resurrected at the end of the Millennium.  Rev 20:5 “(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.”  With all members in resurrection bodies, Israel will then be a completed spiritual temple forever. These living temples are built through evangelism and the communication of Bible doctrine.  We are “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone,” Eph. 2:20.  We might say that the large stones are mature believers and the small stones are the believers who never learn doctrine, and never grow to spiritual adulthood on earth, but who are still eternally saved.  In contrast to believers who form these temples, unbelievers stumble over the foundation stone.  Rom 9:30-33 “What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith, (31) but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  (32) Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling stone."  (33) As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame." The Jewish leaders in the Age of the Hypostatic Union are shown as builders in Acts 4:10-12 “then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.  (11 He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'  (12) Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  They rejected Jesus Christ, their foundation.  Therefore, work on Israel ceased, stopped and was postponed until later dispensations.  Matt 21:42-43 “Jesus said to them, ‘have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes? (43) Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’ ”  In the meantime, construction of the second building, the Church, began upon that same shared foundation stone.  The current situation finds the Church under construction while Israel remains a foundation with its superstructure incomplete.  The building up of Israel came to a temporary halt while the Church is formed on earth.  When the Church is completed, then construction of Israel will resume.

The superstructure part of the analogy shows Christ as the chief cornerstone.  He not only connects two walls but divides them as well, separating the Age of Israel from the Age of the Church.  As the corner, the Age of the Hypostatic Union ends one wall and sets the standard for another.  Israel and the Church share certain features, but one is not just the continuation of the other.  God’s administration of human history turns a corner in the life of Christ.

Israel and the Church are separate dispensations even though they have many things in common.  The way of salvation remains the same in both dispensations, after the pattern of Abraham’s faith.  God loves both groups of believers, gives them eternal life, watches over them, and illustrates His relationship with each group by an analogy to marriage.  Both are elect; both are called to grow up spiritually; and both represent God in the world.  But fulfillment of divine covenants to Israel is not found in the Church.  God does not go back on His promises.  Divine covenants guarantee that Israel, as a distinct and permanent nation, will be a blessing forever to all mankind.   Gen 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  In contrast, Jews who believe in Christ during the Church Age are included in the Church through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, equal with all gentile believers and not distinct from them.  (Eph 2:11-22.)
The dispensations of Israel and the Church are separated by the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.  Israel does not set the example for the post-salvation life of the Church Age believer.  Christians must “concentrate on Jesus, the prince-ruler, even the One who brings (believers) to the Spiritual maturity by means of Bible doctrine (Heb 12:2).  He is the cornerstone.  He, not the Law that governed Israel, is the pattern for the Church Age believer.  In the power of the Spiritual life, which Christ fashioned for us while He was living on earth, Christ fulfilled the Mosaic Law, making it obsolete.  Rom 8:2-3 “Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  (3) For what the Law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin in sinful man.”  Heb 8:13 “By calling this covenant "new," He has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.”  Heb 9:15 “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance…now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.”  Heb 10:9 “Then He said, ‘Here I am, I have come to do your will.  He sets aside the first (covenant) to establish the second.’ ”  In the power of the operational Spiritual life, the Church Age believer advances spiritually and acquires the virtues of the humanity of Christ. Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable…if anything is excellent or praiseworthy…think about such things.”  2 Pet 1:2-4 “Grace and prosperity be yours in abundance through the knowledge (Bible doctrine) of God and of Jesus our Lord.  (3) His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness (the Spiritual life) through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.  (4) Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”  Virtue from carrying out the Plan of God for your life is as good as and exceeds any demand for morality found in the Law.  Rom 8:4 “…in order that the righteous requirements of the Law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
The Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union Separates Israel and the Church

Fulfillment of the Mosaic Law

The Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union completely separates Israel and the Church.  Christ fulfilled the Mosaic Law on one hand and set the standard for Church Age protocol (rules and policy) on the other hand.  This division is confirmed by many passages in the Scripture, which state that the Mosaic Law does not define the Christian’s way of life.  John 1:16-17 “From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another.  (17) For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  Read Acts 15:5-11 also.  Rom 6:14 “For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under Law, but under grace.”  Rom 7:4-6 “So, my brothers, you also died to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.  (5) For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the Law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death.  (6) But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the Law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code (Law).”  2 Cor 3:7-13 “Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, (8) will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious?  (9) If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!  (10) For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory.  (11) And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!  (12) Therefore, since we have such a hope (confidence), we are very bold.  (13) We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.” Gal 2:9 “James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.”  Read Galatians 3:19-25 also.  Gal 5:18 “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under Law.”  Eph 2:15 “…by abolishing in His flesh the Law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in Himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace.”  Col 2:14 “…having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross.”
At the Exodus God founded Israel as a theocracy (God ruled) ruled personally by the Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ.  The whole thrust of the Jewish way of life was spiritual.  Because God ruled Israel, every part of life in the nation had spiritual meaning, and the Mosaic Law did not distinguish between spiritual and worldly issues.  They were one in the same.  Obedience to divine establishment was part of the spiritual life of Jewish believers, and observance of holy days and animal sacrifices was required of all citizens, including unbelievers (although these rituals were fully meaningful to believers only).  We look at each part of the Mosaic Law, its freedom code, the spiritual code, and the establishment code to communicate to you its wide scope.  But all the parts of the Law add up to one code for a unique political whole with a spiritual beginning, a spiritual destiny, and a King who is God Himself.  Matt 5:18 “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  Gal 5:14 “The entire Law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  

The entire Mosaic Law is a particular expression of God’s eternal and holy character.   Read Exodus Chapter 19.  He gave the Law to a truly separately defined group of people, totally different from all other peoples.  Exodus 19:3 “Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, ‘This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel.’ ”  Lev 26:46 “These are the decrees, the laws and the regulations that the Lord established on Mount Sinai between Himself and the Israelites through Moses.”  Rom 2:17-20 “Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the Law and brag about your relationship to God; (18) if you know His will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the Law; (19) if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, (20) an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of infants, because you have in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and truth.” Rom 3:19 “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it says to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.”  Rom 9:4 “…the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the Law, the temple worship and the promises.”  It was effective for a limited period of time.  Gal 3:23-25 “Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the Law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  (24) So the Law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  (25) Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the Law.”  And it was designed for several precise purposes.  The Mosaic Law regulated life in God’s unique client/nation, Israel, exposed man’s sinfulness, and demonstrated his need of a Savior, but the first purpose of the Law was to anticipate the coming of Christ.  Jesus said in Matt 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
The Law was far more than simply a rule of behavior.  Although superior to any code in its day in regards to its moral instruction, the Law was not primarily ethical but messianic (about the Messiah, Jesus Christ to come).  That is why it is true greatness.  Its commands showed the Person and work of Christ and protected the line of Christ until He would arrive in the flesh.  When Jesus Christ became a human being He achieved the centuries-old purpose of the Mosaic Law.  Anticipation was replaced by reality.  This perfect fulfillment is a tribute to the faithfulness of God.  

Because all parts of the Law functioned together as one code, the Law has been abolished as a whole.  The complete Law is no longer pertinent and no longer governs any people or nation.  Jesus was speaking to the Jews in the following passages.  Matt 5:17-19 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  (18) I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen; will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  (19) Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  Read Rom 10:4, Gal 3:23-25, Gal 5:3-4, and compare them to Gal 5:18, Heb 8:13, and Heb 10:9.  The governing power of the Mosaic Law has ended.  The Church is “not under Law, but under grace.” (Rom 6:14).
The Law of Christ

The end of the Mosaic Law does give believers or unbelievers the license to sin.  Rom 6:14-15 “For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under the Law, but under grace.  (15) What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the Law but under grace? By no means!”  Also read Romans 13:1-7.  A new code of divine mandates, which also expresses the character of God, now explains the believer’s way of life.  Like the Mosaic Law, this new code (New Testament) is also made up of many parts that make up the whole code.  But God’s protocol plan for the Church has a different objective: to glorify the victorious Christ (defeated Satan at the cross and Resurrection) to the maximum.  The protocol plan of God gives the believer a new display of divine blessings.  And the protocol plan of God has a different push: greater responsibility placed on each individual believer to think and apply Bible doctrine for himself in the privacy of his own priesthood.  Still, many principles found in the Mosaic Law also appear in the protocol plan or Spiritual life.  The reason is that both codes come from the same source, from God Himself.

The character or essence of God remains unchanged even as He makes dispensational changes in human history.  God was perfect before He gave the Law to Moses, perfect while the Law was in effect in the Age of Israel and perfect when He fulfilled and cancelled the Law in Christ.  In fact, all the dispensations reveal His changeless character or essence to man and angels.  God expressed His absolute holiness to man in legal terms long before the Mosaic Law existed, and He continues to provide ethical standards and spiritual instruction now that the Law has ceased to govern.  Before, during, and after the time in which the Mosaic Law was in effect in Israel, other expressions of divine Law functioned among Gentiles to whom the Mosaic Law never applied.  Gen 26:4-5 “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, (5) because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws."  Exodus 19:4-5 “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  (5) Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine.”  Rom 2:14-16 “(when Gentiles, who do not have the Law, do by nature things required by the Law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the Law, (15) since they show that the requirements of the Law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.)  (16) This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.”  1 Cor 7:19 “Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing (rituals). Keeping God's commands (obedience) is what counts.”  Paul taught in 1 Cor 9:20-21 “To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the Law I became like one under the Law (though I myself am not under the Law), so as to win those under the Law.”  (21) To those not having the Law I became like one not having the Law (though I am not free from God's Law but am under Christ's Law), so as to win those not having the Law (Gentiles).”
In the Church Age the law that is operating as the divine law is not the Mosaic Law but “the Law of Christ.”  Gal 6:1-2 “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual (filled with the Holy Spirit and living the Christian life) should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  (2) Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the Law of Christ.”  This is also called “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” or the Protocol Plan of God as my pastor calls it.  Rom 8:1-2 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, (2) because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”  Christ fulfilled the entire Mosaic Law in the power of the Holy Spirit (filling of the Holy Spirit) in the new Protocol Plan of God or the Spiritual life from God, which Christ initiated and lived by on earth for us to use after He ascended into Heaven.  The Church Age believer obeys the new “law of Christ” or the “Protocol Plan of God” by following Christ’s lead: filled with the Spirit in the divine new spiritual life.  Rom 8:2-4”…because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  (3) For what the Law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin in sinful man, (4) in order that the righteous requirements of the Law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
Because Christ fulfilled and cancelled the Mosaic Law (Heb 8:13 “By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.”), practices started for the nation of Israel are not included in the post-salvation plan of God for the Church Age.  They do not add to the Christian way of life.  The Church, for example, does not offer animal sacrifices, observe holy days or the Sabbath, maintain the Levitical priesthood, worship in a sacred building, offer tithes, or have minute details of civic life prescribed by spiritual ordinances.  There is now a new, universal priesthood of all believers.  Peter talks about Church Age believers in 1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”  Heb 7:12 “For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the Law.”  Heb 8:1 “The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest (Jesus Christ), who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven.”  There is a greater emphasis on individual responsibility and separation of church and state.  Gal 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery (to sin).”  Please read and compare Romans 13:1-7 and Matthew 22:15-22. 

Transition and Change between Divine Administrations

Three separate dispensations come together in the Age of the Hypostatic Union.  This central era or period in God’s plan is, therefore, a challenge to accurately interpret.

1. Christ fulfilled the Old Testament Law and taught His current followers to live apart from legalism (religious or man-made salvation rules).

2. He declared His policy and plans for the millennial kingdom.

3. He unveiled the plan of God for the Church.

These closely placed divine dispensations…as well as the presence of Christ Himself on earth…show the grace and wisdom of God in unequaled depth and variety.  The period of our Lord’s first advent, then, is an extraordinary presentation of God’s perfect character.

Each dispensation fulfills its own purpose in the overall plan of God.  Although similarities exist, differences in divine commands make very clear the differences that exist between the Incarnation, the Church, and the Millennium, and divine policy for each of these periods differs very much from the Law given through Moses to Israel.  For example, the Sermon on the Mount represented a shift in divine policy.  Again and again Jesus declared, “You have heard what it said (in the Mosaic Law)…but I say…” Read Matthew 5:21-48 entirely to see what I mean.  He declared the kingdom of God to the Jews in terms of their Mosaic frame of reference.  He used the Law as the foundation or point of departure for explaining the way of life in the promised kingdom (Millennium) under His personal rule.

Christ also ministered to the current needs of His hearers.  Clarifying the true meaning of the Law, He taught them how to live free from the legalistic degeneracy that was so rampant in the nation.  Never was the Law intended to be a means of salvation.  Matt 5:20 “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Never was the Law a breeding ground for self-righteousness.  Read Matthew 6:1-18.  The Law revealed the necessity for grace and the source of that grace, Jesus Christ Himself and the need for salvation.

After Christ was rejected by Israel, He took back His offer of the millennial kingdom!  Instead of continuing to tell them about the kingdom, He announced yet a different divine system, the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  Please read John Chapter 14 through Chapter 17.  In the Millennium the spiritual and the civil will come under one protection as Christ again reigns, not as God ruling over one nation but as the God-Man over both Israel and the entire world.  During the Church Age, however, church and state are totally separate things.  Divine commands for the Church Age believer cannot be pushed upon the unbeliever, unlike the Mosaic Law, which regulated believers and unbelievers in Israel.  Rather than start another legal system that directly governs all people, Christ now controls history by incorporating the free will decisions of believers in a way that gives individual Church Age believers’ tremendous opportunity and responsibility for having invisible impact in the world.  In the Upper Room Discourse (the last supper) Jesus left an inheritance to the Church.  It is a new spiritual system of extraordinary things by which He Himself had lived throughout His first advent (His thirty-three years on earth as the God-Man).

Common Principles in different Codes

The similarities between the Mosaic Law and Church Age doctrines reveal God’s unchangeable consistency, but the differences reflect the magnitude of Christ’s achievement during His first advent.  The superb quality (unmatched by anything in the world) of His saving work not only is a stated fact of doctrine (Heb 2:3 “…how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.”), but is also pointed out by the dispensational changes that followed the victory of the cross and resurrection.  John 7:39 “By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”  Amazing privileges belong to the “new spiritual species” of believers…the Church…who are chosen to glorify His victory forever.

In establishing the spiritual way of life for believers of the Church Age, God demonstrated His character in many individual commands, some of which He had also included in the Mosaic Law.  For example, as He unveiled the mystery doctrine in the New Testament epistles, He gave every one of the Ten Commandments, except the Sabbath observance, to the Church.  Even with these similarities, Church Age rules are not the Mosaic Law.  These are entirely different codes, just as the United States Constitution is not the same as England’s “Magna Carta” even though they share certain ideas.  The similarities between Israel and the Church exist because all divine law reflects the unchangeable essence of God, not because all or part of the Mosaic Law carries over into the other dispensations.

Regardless of its many similarities, the new policy for the Church Age is not the old Mosaic Law itself.  If principles found in the Mosaic Law pertain to the Church, they do so because they appear in the New Testament epistles, which explain and teach the Christian way of life.  These common principles belong to the Church because they are part of the new “law of Christ," not because they belong to the Mosaic Law.
The Continuing Value of the Mosaic Law

The Mosaic Law belongs to the Word of God and still has value for the Church Age believer.  In Codex I the Ten Commandments explain and teach human freedom.  Many people assume the Ten Commandments teach about sin, but this short list of “no-nos” does not begin to cover the doctrine of hamartiology (sin).  You can see clearly that these commands have another purpose.  The sins that are mentioned in the Ten Commandments destroy man’s freedom, which are life, liberty, property, privacy, and divinely delegated authority.  Every provision of the Ten Commandments, except the Sabbath observance, is also found in the “law of Christ.”

Codex II shows the purpose for which God gave man free will: to come to a knowledge of Jesus Christ.  The ritual provisions of the Law (sacrifices etc.) still have value because they reveal the Messiah as the only Savior.  In the ceremonies prescribed by Codex II, the sacrificial animal received the judgment due to the sinner, showing a clear picture of forgiveness and personal cleansing.  The New Testament reveals that the substitutionary death of Christ on the cross results in forgiveness of pre-salvation sins when man expresses faith alone in Christ alone.  Rom 5:8-10 “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (9) Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through Him!  (10) For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!”  Because they were fulfilled in the Person of Christ, these detailed ceremonies of worship in Israel can teach the Church Age believers to appreciate the Lord.  The Church Age believer can see Jesus Christ in the Law.  New Testament phrases like “the Lamb of God” and blood of Christ” dramatically declare that Christ’s saving work on the cross is the reality that the Mosaic Law foreshadowed and taught.  John 1:29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  1 Pet 1:18-19 “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, (19) but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”
Codex III contains practical instructions in many fields that were especially pertinent to Israel.  For example, agricultural practices or precautions in dealing with disease or sanitation approached problems that exist throughout human history.  The specific provisions of the Mosaic Law may or may not have value in other nations, but they are concrete examples of how establishment ideas apply to particular situations.  Above all, these laws testify to the care and faithfulness of God in guiding His people in specific circumstances that often were difficult.

Many particulars of divine establishment in Codex III of the Mosaic Law are neither reconfirmed nor clearly excluded form Church Age practice.  These ideas still reveal the character of God as expressed in governing His client/nation, but they do not bear the force of law for any nation, just Old Testament Israel.  For instance, the principle of capital punishment is given to the Church Age.  

Matt 26:52 “Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.”  Rom 13:4 “For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.”  However, the application of capital punishment to cases of adultery, homosexuality, or juvenile stubborn disobedience is not reconfirmed in the New Testament.  The Old Testament said Lev 20:10 "If a man commits adultery with another man's wife…with the wife of his neighbor…both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.”  Lev 20:9 “If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He has cursed his father or his mother, and his blood will be on his own head.”  Lev 20:13 “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.”  The New Testament does not mention these capital punishments.

God has given the Church Age believer general guidance concerning divine establishment, in contrast to the hundreds of exact laws that precisely defined life in ancient Israel.  Each believer has a responsibility to his community and nation, but the separation of church and state during the Church Age puts the specific application of establishment principles to each generation.  God encourages the Christian to think and apply the basic truths of divine establishment according to the legitimate processes of human government in his own nation.  Government is “a minister of God to you for good.” (Rom 13:4).  An aware political leader in the Church Age who wishes his nation to prosper can learn much from the Mosaic Law without blindly imposing its exact ideas where they may not apply.  Instead, he will adapt establishment principles to the circumstances, objectives, and heritage of his own nation.

Because Jesus Christ fulfilled the Mosaic Law, His Church is free from the Law.  Gal 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery (sin).”  Freedom from the Mosaic Law is not a license to sin or lack of direction.  Instead, this royal liberty exists within the framework of God’s protocol plan for the Church Age.  John 15:10-12 “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in His love.  (11) I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  (12) My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”  1 Cor 9:19-20 “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  (20) To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the Law I became like one under the Law (though I myself am not under the Law), so as to win those under the Law.” The Christian lives under a new law initially announced by Christ and completed in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom 8:2-4 “…because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  (3) For what the Law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin in sinful man, (4) in order that the righteous requirements of the Law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”  Just as the humanity of Christ matured under this powerful system of divine assets, Church Age believers also have an extraordinary opportunity to advance spiritually.  Among the many continuing uses of the Mosaic Law, this portion of Scripture teaches by contrast that the Church Age is an epoch of spiritual freedom.  The advantage of being in union with Christ gives believers never before experienced freedom to apply doctrine and grow in the experience of their unique relationship with God.
Just think about it.  Jesus Christ is unique!  He is the God-Man forever!  He became man for us to be our substitute on the cross and be judged for our sins and the sins of the entire world.  He set us free by doing this so we could be happy here on earth and in eternity.  This whole plan of God’s started 6000 years ago with this goal and only this goal and now here we are in the Church Age living out our time on earth.  How are you living your time out?  Are you in Christ’s unique plan?  Are you on the road to spiritual maturity?  I pray you are…and so does Jesus.

Close in prayer: I pray, Father, that we will appreciate the unspeakable sacrifice the Lord, Jesus Christ, made for us by agreeing to become a man; maintaining a sinful life on earth; by being our Mediator, our Counselor, our High Priest who took away our sin and the sins of the whole of mankind and gave us eternal life with Him forever.  What a great sacrifice.  Thank you, Father, for this free and glorious gift.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.
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