PAGE  
36
BIBLE CLASS – Lesson 19 – October 30, 2002

The Forty Things (40) God Provides at the Moment of Salvation

INTRODUCTION
At the GREATEST moment of your life, the moment of your personal SALVATION THROUGH FAITH ALONE IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, you received thirty-nine permanent or irrevocable gifts from God and one temporary or revocable gift; that is one that can be lost and recovered at any given moment of your life.  God gives His best and only His best to YOU, the believer!!  And He did this billions and billions of years before human history…before you, me, or anyone was born!  Are you surprised that He has provided the best for you?  Don’t be!  We are heirs, and beneficiaries of Christ Jesus our King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  We are members of His Royal Family.  We belong to Him forever!  

Rom 8:17 “Now if we are children, then we are heirs…heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.”  

Eph 1:13-14 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, (14) who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession…to the praise of His glory.”

Eph 1:18 “I pray also that the eyes of your heart (soul) may be enlightened (by studying the Word every day) in order that you may know the hope (confidence) to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints (believers),”

Col 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart (soul), as working for the Lord, not for men, (24) since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”

Heb 9:15 “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant (New Testament), that those who are called (believers who trusted Christ for salvation) may receive the promised eternal inheritance, now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant (Old Testament Law before Christ was born).”

1 Pet 1:4 “And into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade…kept in heaven for you,” (NIV)

THE THIRTY-NINE IRREVOCABLE GIFTS GOD PROVIDES FOR US AT SALVATION
I.  THE BELIEVER LIVES IN GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN AND SHARES THE DESTINY OF CHRIST
Foreknown by God.  God knew in eternity past that you would believe in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.  He is omniscient and gave you volition to choose either to believe in His Son or not to believe in Him.  He knew everything we would do while alive on earth before we were even born.  God doesn’t make us do anything we do not want to do.  He knew in eternity past who would believe in Christ for salvation.  Foreknowledge just means that He knew what your decision would be and gave you credit for it.  Acts 2:22-23 “Men of Israel (who rejected Jesus), listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man sent by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through Him, as you yourselves know.  (23) This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.”  Rom 8:29 “For those God foreknew He also predestined to follow in the same manner of His Son, that He (Jesus) might be the firstborn (of the Royal Family of God) among many brothers (believers).”
1 Pet 1:2 “…who (believers) have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work (setting the believer apart and placing him as a saint in union with Christ forever) of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: Grace and prosperity be yours in abundance.”
Elected by God.  This is the expression of the sovereign will of God for the Church Age believer.  God wills His highest and best for every believer!  As a believer you are elected by God to receive tremendous blessings in His plan for you.  In other words election is God saying, “I want to give you the desires of your heart plus all the things I know that will make you happy just by living in and completing my plan for your life!”  You must know about your election and God wills that you carry out that plan so that you can receive these blessings.  He also wants you to glorify Him on earth in your lifetime during the Angelic Conflict.  You see God “elected” or “chose” believers in the sense that He knew ahead of time that through your own free will, you would choose to believe in Christ.  He decreed that such an act of faith would actually occur and He agreed not only that your positive volition to the Gospel would occur at a certain point in time but also that all the blessings of salvation plus certain unique blessings would be your eternal possessions.  Eph 1:4-6 “For He elected us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.  In love (5) He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will, (6) to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One (Christ) He loves.”    Rom 8:33 “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has elected? It is God who justifies (imputes +R).”    2 Thess 2:13-14 “But we ought always to thank God for you, believers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God elected you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  (14) He called you to this through our gospel that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”    Col 3:12 “Therefore, as God's elected people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”    1Thess 1:4 “For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has elected you,”   Titus 1:1 “Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect (believers) and the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness (living the spiritual life God has planned for you)…”    1 Pet 1:2 “…who have been elected according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”

God chose or elected each Church Age believer to be spiritual royalty, members of the Royal Family of God with Jesus Christ as our King of kings and Lord of lords.  If you choose to carry out God’s plan for your life, you will have the honor of making an impact on history.  God preserves His client/nation when that nation has spiritually mature believers who influence and impact history (America is God’s client/nation today).  However, there must be a minimum amount of mature believers to preserve the nation or the nation will suffer as we have on September 11th.   Believers have abandoned God and His plan for them.  They live by their own rules and dwell on the things of this world, the devil’s cosmic world instead of in the light of eternity and God’s Word!  God is very patient, but He does not tolerate this kind of behavior forever.  You should have had a wake-up call since September 11th.   2 Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (change of mind about Christ or daily intake of the Word).”
There are three elections in history: 

1.  The election of Israel as a race (Abraham) and nation (Moses).

2.  The election of Jesus Christ as the God-man and Savior of mankind.

3.  The election of the Church…the body of believers since Christ was resurrected from the dead and the Holy Spirit was given to indwell each believer.

Election is for believers only!  It is God’s complete agreement with His own foreknowledge.  The phrase “elect according to the foreknowledge of God” means that God simply agrees with Himself and puts His approval (election) upon what He commanded.  1 Pet 1:2 “Who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work (placing all believers in union with Christ as saints at the moment of their personal salvation) of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: grace and prosperity be yours in abundance.”  Election is declared through God’s foreknowledge.  Election is a function of predestination!   Election, like foreknowledge and predestination is a result of the divine decree (command)!  Please see point XXIII for more details.
Chosen by God.  God the Father acknowledges your decision to believe in Christ and credits you with it.  He called you at God-consciousness and you chose His Son, so He chose you to be His child.  You are His precious child forever!  Nice to know, isn’t it?  You need never worry about a thing now that you are a child of God.  Matt 22:14 “For many (all mankind) are invited, but few are chosen."  1 Pet 2:4 “As you come to Him, the living Stone (Jesus Christ), rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him…”

Predestined by God.  Predestination is the provision of the sovereign will of God for you, the Church Age believer.  It is God saying, ‘I will give you everything you need to carry out my pre-designed protocol plan for your life so that I can give you those tremendous blessings!’  God provides for every one of you (believers) what we call “everyday grace” in order that you might carry out His plan for your life.  Eph 1:5 “He (God the Father) predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, according to His pleasure and sovereign will…”    Rom 8:29-30 “For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son that He might be the firstborn among many brothers (believers).  (30) And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified (+R); those He justified, He also glorified.”   Eph 1:11 “In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will,”
Called by God.  We discussed this in Lesson 14 of our studies.  God instills in our conscience a thought process that calls on you to get to know Him.  It is called God-consciousness.  In other words He calls you…like tapping you on the shoulder so to speak.  At God-consciousness you either wanted to know Him or you didn’t.  Your volition decided.  If you decided you wanted to know Him, you heard the Gospel about Jesus Christ taking your place on the cross and being judged for your sins and the sins of the whole world.  You heard about His resurrection from the dead and that He is God’s son.  1Thes 5:24 “The one who calls you is faithful and He will do it (save you if you choose to believe in His Son, Jesus Christ as your personal Savior).”
II. RECONCILIATION 
The believer is reconciled by God and to God.  Reconciliation is the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  We are reconciled by God through Jesus who reconciled us to God by removing the “barrier that was sin” between God and man.  You are reconciled to God at the moment you believed in Christ.  2 Cor 5:18-19 “All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation (peace): (19) that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them.  And He has guaranteed to us the message of reconciliation.”    Col 1:20 “and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed (spiritual death) on the cross.”  In other words, reconciliation gave us a relationship with God that was not possible before salvation because of the sin nature we received at birth inherited from Adam.  As unbelievers we were positionally in Adam and condemned!  At the moment of faith in Christ we were made positionally in Christ and the sin barrier was removed by this reconciliation.  Remember God can have nothing to do with sin.  Reconciliation immediately at salvation brings us together with God; unites us with God; gives us harmony with God; gives us peace with God; and makes us agreeable to God.  
Rom 5:10 “For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be delivered by His life!”   2 Cor 5:20 “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We beg you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God (believe in His Son for salvation).”    Eph 2:14-15 “For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, (15) by abolishing in His flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in Himself one new man out of the two (all believers of the Church Age are equal.  There is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, male or female, rich or poor etc.), thus making peace,”
“Reconciled” is the Greek verb katallasso, which means “to end a struggle between enemies and to bring about peace between the two, to exchange war for peace.”  God reconciles us through the spiritual death of His Son.  This is pure GRACE and God’s policy.  He calls the shots.  We did not earn or deserve to be reconciled to God.  Reconciliation was made legally valid at the moment you exercised faith in Christ.  
Col 1:22 “But now He has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death (substitutionary spiritual death) in order to present you before Him holy, without blemish and free from accusation (beyond reproach).”  

We were enemies of God before salvation.  Rom 3:10 “As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one.”    Col 1:21 “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.”  
Peace is a synonym for reconciliation.  Jesus Christ provided this peace with God through His work on the cross.  Eph 2:16 “And in this one body (the Church) to reconcile both (Jew and Gentile) of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death their hostility.”  Reconciliation is God’s peace treaty with man!
     III. REDEMPTION
The believer is redeemed (purchased from the “slave market of sin”…that is the sin nature that resides in our human bodies).  The doctrine of redemption is defined as the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross whereby all of humanity has been purchased out from the “slave market of sin” in which they were born spiritually dead and delivered to the freedom of grace. 
Redemption only becomes a reality when a person makes the non-meritorious decision to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation.  Faith alone in Christ alone is the only way to walk out of the “slave market of sin.”
The Trinity in eternity past authorized the redemptive plan and the divine decree was established.  
Acts 2:23 “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.”    Eph 1:4 “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy (set apart as saints in union with Christ through the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit) and blameless in His sight.”    1 Pet 1:2 “…who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”

God’s gracious plan provides for man’s spiritual freedom.  God the Father designed the Plan, God the Son executed the Plan and God the Holy Spirit reveals the Plan to mankind.  The whole human race is in the “slave market of sin.“  The doctrine of redemption teaches that the Lord Jesus Christ purchased the entire human race out of the “slave market of sin.”  This non-meritorious decision which we call faith takes us out of the “slave market of sin“ and makes us slaves to Christ Jesus.  Those who have negative volition towards the Gospel simply remain in the “slave market of sin” even though the door remains wide open.  The Door being the Lord Jesus Christ.  John 10:9 “I am the Door; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.”
Redemption is the solution to man’s sin problem.  Rom 3:24 “…and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption (purchase price of the spiritual death of Christ on the cross) that came by Christ Jesus.”  Eph 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace.”    Col 1:13-14 “For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, (14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”    1 Pet 1:18 “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers.”
Only our impeccable Lord (the True Lamb of God) who had no sin and no sin nature could set the whole human race free.  He was the only one qualified to satisfy the justice of God.  Only a free man can set a slave free.  He had no human father therefore; no sin nature was passed down to Him as it is to us.  Our Lord who was without sin and impeccable and truly free was the only human being qualified to purchase the whole human race out of the “slave market of sin.”  John 8:36 “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”   Gal 4:4-7 “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law (prophesied in the Law), (5) to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  (6) Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  (7) So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.”

While reconciliation is directed toward man and propitiation (another of the gifts discussed below) towards God, unlimited atonement (another gift discussed below) and redemption are directed toward sin.  Gal 3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’ "    Eph 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace.”   Titus 2:14 “…who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good.”
The results of redemption are:

1. Forgiveness of sins.  Isa 44:22 “I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you."   Eph 1:7 (see above), Col 1:14 (see above);   Heb 9:12-15 “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood (spiritual death), having obtained eternal redemption.  (13) The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  (14) How much more, then, will the blood of Christ (spiritual death), who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death (spiritual), so that we may serve the living God!  (15) For this reason Christ is the mediator of a New Covenant that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance…now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.”
2. Basis of justification.  Rom 3:24 “…and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”
3. Basis for sanctification. Eph 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her (26) to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, (27) and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”
4. Basis for eternal inheritance of the believer.  Heb 9:15 (see # 1 above).
5. Basis for strategic victory of Christ in the Angelic Conflict.  Col 2:14-15 “…having cancelled the written code (Mosaic Law), with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross.  (15) And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.”
6. Redemption of the soul in salvation leads to redemption of the body in resurrection.  Eph 1:14 “…who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession…to the praise of His glory.”
7. Redemption of the body is the ultimate status of the Royal Family of God forever.  Rom 8:23 “Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”    Eph 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
The soul of the believer is redeemed at salvation.  Job 19:25-26 “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth (2nd Advent).  (26) And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh (Resurrection body) I will see God.”
Condemnation by the Mosaic Law is resolved by redemption.  Gal 3:10-13 “All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.’  (11) Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, ‘The righteous will live by faith.’  (12) The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them."  (13) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’ "
IV. ALL ETERNAL JUDGMENT IS REMOVED
All eternal judgment or condemnation is removed at the moment we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.  John 3:18 “Whoever believes in Him is not condemned (judged), but whoever does not believe stands condemned (judged) already (at physical birth all are condemned because of Adam’s original sin) because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.”  Rom 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation (any longer) for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
The unbeliever will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment and then go into the Lake of Fire.  The unbelievers will not be judged according to their personal sins because the Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty for sin through His Spiritual death on the cross, but rather the unbelievers will be judged according to their human good (human works).  Rev 20:11-15 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was no place for them.  (12) And I saw the dead (unbelievers), great and small, standing before the throne, and books (books of works) were opened. Another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  (13) The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades (the compartment of Torments in Hades) gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.  (14) Then death and Hades were thrown into the Lake of Fire. The Lake of Fire is the second death.  (15) If anyone's name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the Lake of Fire.”  The unbeliever is judged by his own works because he rejected the “work” of Jesus Christ.  Of course no work on the part of man can compare with the perfection and complete righteousness (+R) of God so all work apart from Christ (-R) is rejected by God.  Believers possess God’s righteousness (+R); unbelievers works are non-righteous (-R).  Unbelievers must face Christ and know they made a fatal mistake on that Judgment Day!  

The believer will be evaluated at the “Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ.”  This happens after the Rapture or Exit Resurrection of all Church Age believers.  They will be taken into heaven to determine which believers will receive rewards for glorifying God in time by producing divine good in the filling of the Spirit…executing the Plan of God in time (reaching spiritual maturity).  Rom 14:10 “You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat (Judgment Seat of Christ).”   2 Cor 5:10 “For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good (divine) or bad (human).”   1 Cor 3:11-15 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  (12) If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, (13) his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day (Judgment Seat of Christ) will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  (14) If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward (crowns).  (15) If it is burned up, he will suffer loss (of reward); he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”
 V.  PROPITIATION 

      Propitiation means that the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross satisfied the justice of God!    Propitiation means “satisfaction.”  God is satisfied with the work of His Son.

God the Father is satisfied with the work of God the Son on the cross.  He is satisfied with His perfect Person and His perfect payment for our sins on the cross.  God the Father is satisfied with only one Person in all of human history, the Lord Jesus Christ because the Lord Jesus Christ remained impeccable, that is, without sin throughout His entire life and while bearing the sins of the world on the cross.  This is amazing and incomprehensible apart from the Holy Spirit!
Propitiation is translated from the Greek word hilasterion, which means “mercy seat.”  Remember the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant in the Tabernacle and later the Temple?  That is where the high priest poured the blood of the sacrificed animals representing the work of Jesus Christ…the Lamb without spot or blemish sacrificed for the sin of the world.   Rom 3:24-25 “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (25) Whom God the Father displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood (substitutionary spiritual death) trough faith. He did this to demonstrate His justice, because in His forbearance (patience) He had left the sins committed beforehand (Old Testament dispensations) unpunished…”   Heb 9:5 “Above the Ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the mercy seat (atonement cover). But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.”  Hilasterion relates this doctrine to the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies in the Temple.   
Since God the Father is satisfied with the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, and since we believe in Christ who performed this work, God the Father is satisfied with us as individuals who are positionally (in union with Christ through the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit) in Christ.  I John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.   I John 4:10 “This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  

In the Old Testament, the mercy seat was found on top of the Ark of the Covenant.  The Ark was made of acacia wood which represented the perfect humanity of Christ.  This wood was overlaid with gold.  The gold represented His deity.  There were three items inside the Ark of the Covenant.  They were the tablets of the Ten Commandments, manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded. 
1. The Ten Commandments represented the sin of mankind.  
2. Manna represented God’s grace and faithfulness in providing everything the believer will ever need.  
3. Aaron’s rod that budded represented the priesthood of Israel and Jesus Christ the High Priest who atoned for our sins.  

On each side of the mercy seat was a golden cherub, which looked down upon the mercy seat.  One represented righteousness of God and one represented justice, two of God’s attributes.   When the high priest came into the Holy of Holies twice on the Day of Atonement (annual day of confession of sins), he sprinkled the blood of the sacrificed lamb on the mercy seat of the Ark.  The blood spoke of the substitutionary spiritual death of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The righteousness of God looked down upon the sprinkled blood and was satisfied because Jesus Christ was perfect in His humanity and the justice of God judged those sins!  God the Father was satisfied with His own judgment!   Therefore, propitiation is God the Father being satisfied with the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.  
Propitiation is directly related to the work of Christ on the cross.  The spiritual death of Christ covered or paid for our sins satisfying the righteousness and justice of God.  Lev 16:13-16 “He is to put the incense on the fire before the Lord, and the smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die.  (14) He is to take some of the bull's blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover (mercy seat of the Ark of the Covenant); then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the atonement cover (mercy seat).  (15) "He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull's blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover  (mercy seat) and in front of it.  (16) In this way he will make atonement for the “Most Holy Place” because of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have been. He is to do the same for the Tent of Meeting, which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness.”  
Propitiation is given by faith alone in Christ alone and is the basis for the imputation of divine righteousness (+R).  Propitiation resolves the problem of judgment of sin from the righteousness and justice of God. 

          VI. POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION
A. There are three categories of sanctification for the Christian.  

1. Positional Sanctification:  our union with the person of Christ at the moment of salvation.

2. Experiential Sanctification:  the spiritual life after salvation.

3. Ultimate Sanctification:  when we receive our resurrection bodies at the Rapture.

B. Positional sanctification is defined as the Church Age believers’ eternal union with Christ through the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit, which occurs at the moment of salvation.
C. Believers are identified with Christ in His death and Resurrection.  See Positional Truth in section “G” below for detailed information.   Rom 6:5 “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.”  
D. The purpose of positional sanctification is for the Church Age believer to execute or complete the Plan of God in the Church Age.  Rom 6:11-13, 19 “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  (12) Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  (13) Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.” (19) I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves (old sin nature). Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.”  
E. Scripture that teaches positional sanctification:     1 Cor 1:2 “To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…their Lord and ours.”   1 Cor 1:30 “It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus (positional sanctification), who has become for us wisdom from God…that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”   1 Pet 1:2 “…who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”   1Thess 5:23 “May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”    Eph 5:26-27 “…to make her (the Church) holy, cleansing her (salvation) by the washing with water through the word (gospel of Christ), (27) and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”   Heb 2:11 “Both the one who makes men holy (saints) (positionally sanctified) and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.”    Heb 10:10 “And by that will, we have been made holy (saints) (positionally sanctified) through the sacrifice of the body (the Church) of Jesus Christ once for all.”     Acts 20:32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”    Acts 26:18 “…to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'    Rom 6:3 “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized (identified) into Christ Jesus were baptized (identified) into His death?”   Rom 6:8 “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.”    II Thess 2:13 “But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.” 

F. The results of positional sanctification:

1.  The believer is placed under grace, God’s policy.  Rom 6:14 “For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”
2.  The believer is released from the bondage of the old sin nature.  Rom 6:6-7 “For we know that our old self (old sin nature) was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin (7) because anyone who has died (with Christ in salvation) has been freed from sin.”

3.  The believer is no longer a slave to sin.  Rom 6:6 “For we know that our old self (old sin nature) was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.
4.  The believer is a slave of God.  Rom 6:22 “But now that you have been set free from sin (power of the old sin nature) and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness (positional sanctification…salvation in Christ), and the result is eternal life.”
5.  The believer becomes the adopted child of God.  Rom 8:15-16 “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ (16) The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.”
6.  The believer becomes an heir of God and a joint-heir with Christ.  Rom 8:17 “Now if we are children, then we are heirs…heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.”
7.  The believer has eternal security.  Rom 8:35-39 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  (36) As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’  (37) No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  (38) For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, (39) neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
8.  The believer becomes a member of the Royal Family of God.  1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”
9.  The believer becomes a new spiritual species.  2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (spiritual creation); the old has gone, the new has come!”   Col 3:10 “and have put on the new self (spiritual self), which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”   Eph 4:22-24 “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self (old sin nature), which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; (23) to be made new in the attitude of your minds; (24) and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
10. The believer receives a resurrection body.  Rom 6:5 “If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.” 1 Cor 15:54-55 “When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ (55) ‘Where, O death is your victory? Where, O death is your sting?’ "

 11. The believer receives eternal life.  Rom 6:22-23 “But now that you have been set free from sin  (old sin nature) and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness (positional sanctification), and the result is eternal life.  (23) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”    John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; (26) and whoever lives and believes in me will never die…’"
G.  In positional sanctification God sets us apart to Him as saints, blameless and holy, because His righteousness was imputed to us the minute we believed in Christ for salvation.  This righteousness makes us perfect in the eyes of God and He recognizes His +R in us always.  Positional sanctification recognizes two categories of position in Christ.  Theologians call it positional truth, which is the believers’ identification and union with Christ in His crucifixion, death, burial, and His Resurrection, Ascension, and Session.  Let’s look at both.
1. “Retroactive” positional truth.  The believer is crucified with Christ.  Rom 6:6 “For we know that our old self (old sin nature) was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin…”   Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ (positionally) and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” The believer is dead with Christ.  Rom 6:7 “…because anyone who has died (positionally in Christ while He was on the cross) has been freed from sin (the power of the sin nature over us).  (8) Now if we died with Christ (positionally), we believe that we will also live with Him.”   Col 3:3 “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”   1 Pet 2:24 “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds you have been healed.”  The believer is buried with Christ and looks back to the cross of Christ.  Rom 6:4 “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism (of the Holy Spirit) into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”    Col 2:12 “…having been buried with Him in baptism and raised with Him (positionally) through your faith in the power of God, who raised Him from the dead.” 

 2. “Current” positional truth.  The believer is resurrected and seated with Christ at the Father’s right hand.  Col 3:1-4 “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  (2) Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  (3) For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ (positionally) in God.  (4) When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory (at the Second Advent).”  The believer is now positionally higher than Angels.  Hebrews Chapters 1 and 2.    Heb 1:3-4 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.  After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  (4) So He became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs.”
VII. REGENERATION 

        At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ the believer is regenerated or “born again” spiritually.   What this means is that the Holy Spirit imputes (assigns or attributes) eternal life into the newly created human spirit of the believer.  Just as in physical birth when God imputes (assigns or attributes) physical life into the newly formed soul of every person born, God the Holy Spirit imputes eternal life into the human spirit of the believer the moment of their salvation.  Just as we have soul-life forever, the believer now has eternal life!  A regenerated person passes from spiritual death into spiritual life!  This is what it means to be “born again.”  To be “born again” is to be spiritually born.  This spiritual birth is accomplished by the omniscience of God the Holy Spirit.  Please study John 3:5-16.    John 13:10 “Jesus answered, ‘A person who has had a bath (salvation) needs only to wash his feet (confess his sins); his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.’ "   1 Cor 6:11 “And that is what some of you were. But you were washed (regenerated at salvation), you were sanctified (set apart for eternal life), you were justified (given the gift of righteousness +R) in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”    Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth (regeneration) and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”

   A.  The believer is “born again.”  John 3:7 “You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.’”   1 Pet 1:23 “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God (the Lord, Jesus Christ).” 
   B.  The believer is a son of God.  Gal 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”   2 Cor 6:18 “’I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."
   C.  The believer is a child of God. John 1:12-13 “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God (13) children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.”   I John 3:2 “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears (at the Rapture or Exit resurrection), we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”  
    D.  The believer is a new creation or birth.  2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone (as an unbeliever who was a slave to the old sin nature), the new has come!”   Gal 6:15 “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.”   Eph 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works (divine good in the spiritual plan of God for the individual), which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
      VIII.   BELIEVER BECOMES A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD

A.   At the moment of salvation we become members of the Royal Family of God.  All Church Age believers belong to Royalty.  Rev 1:6 “And has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father…to Him be glory and power forever and ever! Amen.”  This royalty is based upon spiritual principles of the Bible.  There has never been a spiritual royal family before the Church Age.  While regeneration has occurred in every dispensation since the beginning of time, it is only the regenerate Church who forms this spiritual nobility.

B.   The Lord Jesus Christ has three royal titles:

1. Son of God. John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God, but God the one and only, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known.”   Rom 1:3 “Regarding His Son, who as to His human nature was a descendant of David.”   Matt 27:43 “He trusts in God. Let God rescue Him now if He wants Him, for He said, 'I am the Son of God.'"
2.  Son of David.  Matt 1:1 “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.”
3.  King of kings and Lord of lords. 1 Tim 6:15 “Which God will bring about in His own time-- God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords.”  Rev 17:14 “They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings…and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers."
C.    The believer is adopted by God and placed as adult sons into the Royal Family because of positional truth.  Rom 8:15 “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ "  Rom 8:23 “Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”  Eph 1:5 “He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will.”  In Roman adoption, a Roman aristocrat would select someone, often someone other than his own son to become his heir because possibly his own son did not have the qualifications needed to inherit his wealth or the position he would soon be in.  This is exactly what God did with us.  We (believers) who were not of the family of god were adopted into God’s family at the moment of salvation.  And since we are positionally in Christ we are royalty with Him, thus we are Royal Family in Christ.  No believers from other dispensations are given this adoption status.
D.   The basis for royalty in the Church Age is:
  1.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."    Rom 6:3-4 “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  (4) We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
  2. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit only occurs in the Church Age.  Col 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn (with a resurrection body) from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy.”
  3. In every dispensation the believer is regenerated by God the Holy Spirit at the moment he believes in Christ; but in the Church Age, God the Holy Spirit baptizes the believer into the body of Christ.  1 Cor 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free…and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”
E.   The high priest Melchizedek provides both the pattern and precedent for the Royal Family.  
F.    Melchizedek acquired his royalty by becoming king of Salem (Jerusalem), while Jesus Christ was born royalty in the line of David.  Read Matthew Chapter 1.
G.   The royalty of the Church Age believer comes at regeneration through the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit.

H.   God the Father has provided for the Lord Jesus Christ in His glorification a “Body” (the Church) and a “Bride” (the Church in resurrection bodies).  

I.   Believers are known as the Body of Christ.  Col 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy.”
J.   As members of that Body, Church Age believers are eternally and personally related to the King of kings and Lord of lords.   Gal 3:26-29 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, (27) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  (28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (29) If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
K.   The sign of our royalty is the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit.  1 Cor 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; (20) you were bought at a price (Christ’s spiritual death on the cross). Therefore honor God with your body.”
L.   As royalty we are expected to behave as Christ taught us to behave.  We must live the Christian life or Spiritual life as His representatives on earth.  We are commanded to have personal love for God and impersonal love for all mankind.  These two commands form the basis for Christian virtue and integrity and are developed through the consistent perception, and application of Bible Doctrine.
             IX.   JUSTIFICATION 
A.  At the moment of personal salvation the believer is justified (declared righteous) by God.  
           Rom 3:24 “And are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”    Rom 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”    Rom 5:9 “Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through Him!”   Rom 8:30 “And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.”   1 Cor 6:11 “And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”   Titus 3:7 “So that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope (confidence) of eternal life.”
B.  Justification is receiving God’s righteousness (+R) imputed (assigned) in our souls at the moment we believe in Christ as our personal Savior.  Faith alone in Christ alone is the only way of salvation.  Gal 2:16 “Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law (being good; human works), because by observing the law no one will be justified.”    Rom 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law (works).”
C.   The Greek word, dikaioo, means to justify.  It is a legal term that means “to be acquitted of a crime and to be pronounced and treated as righteous.”  The verb is in the passive voice meaning we “receive” the judgment from God based upon our non-meritorious decision to believe in Jesus Christ.  We are declared “righteous” and “justified” by God because of our faith in Christ.
D.   Justification is the judicial (by the Supreme court of heaven) act of vindication (set free) that occurs at the moment of salvation when God the Supreme court Judge see His own perfect righteousness (+R) imputed in our souls.  Rom 5:16 “Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin (Adam): The judgment followed one sin (Adam’s) and brought condemnation (to all mankind), but the gift (Christ’s spiritual death on the cross) followed many trespasses and brought justification.”
E.   The justice of God is now free to bless any member of the human race who believes in Christ because two things took place.
1. Man must be condemned before he can be justified and we were all condemned at the moment we were born because of Adam’s original sin.

2. All of our personal sins were blotted out at the Cross.

F.    At physical birth God’s justice acts against us to pronounce us condemned because of Adam’s sin imputed (assigned) to us.

G.    At Spiritual birth (regeneration) God’s justice acts in our behalf to appoint us righteous.  Rom 5:19 “For just as through the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the many (all mankind) were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man (Christ) the many (all mankind) will be made righteous.”
H.   Justification occurs instantaneously and logically in three steps:

1.  We believe in Christ by faith.

2. The righteousness of God (+R) is imputed (assigned) to our souls.

3.  God recognizes as valid His righteousness in us and pronounces us justified.

I.   Justification and imputation occur simultaneously at the moment of faith in Christ.

J.   Logically, imputation precedes justification.  

K.   The work of justification was accomplished by Christ on the Cross.  Rom 3:24-26 “And are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  (25) God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His blood. He did this to demonstrate His justice, because in His forbearance He had left the sins committed beforehand (before Christ went to the cross) unpunished.  (26) He did it to demonstrate His justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.”
L.   Justification and imputation resolve the problem of man’s relative righteousness (human good or works).  

M.  Abraham is the model of justification.  Gen 15:6 “Abram believed the Lord, and He (God) credited it to him (Abram) as righteousness.”
N.  Justification is based on the doctrinal principle of grace.  Rom 3:24 “And are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  Titus 3:7 “…so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope (confidence) of eternal life.”
         X.        THE BELIEVER RECEIVES THE UNIQUE AVAILABILITY OF DIVINE POWER
A.   At the moment of personal faith in Christ for salvation every Church Age believer receives 100% availability of Divine power in order to fulfill the Protocol Predesigned Plan of God and bring glory to God in the Angelic Conflict.  2 Pet 1:3 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness (Spiritual life) through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.”
B.   At the moment of salvation the believer receives three categories of Divine Power available to us:

1.   Omnipotence of God the Father related to our portfolio of invisible assets (our personal blessings…treasure).

2.  Omnipotence of God the Son related to the perpetuation (continuance) of human history.

3.  Omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit related to the execution of the Protocol Plan of God.

     XI.        THE BELIEVER IS DELIVERED FROM THE POWER OF THE KINGDOM OF SATAN
     A.  At the moment of personal faith in Christ, you are delivered from the Satan’s kingdom of darkness.   Col 1:13 “For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves.”
           B.   Faith in Christ removes us from our involvement with the Cosmic System of Satan.  Eph 2:1-5 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins (as an unbeliever), (2) in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient (unbelievers).  (3) All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires (lusts) and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath (God’s).  (4) But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, (5) made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions…it is by grace you have been saved.”
            C.  All unbelievers are in the Cosmic System.

  XII.  THE BELIEVER IS TRANSFERRED INTO GOD’S KINGDOM
    The believer is transferred into the kingdom of God at the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ. Col 1:13 “For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves.”  Anything that was a handicap to you before salvation has been eliminated.  It doesn’t matter how badly you failed before salvation because we are given a clean slate.
      XIII.   THE BELIEVER IS A GIFT FROM GOD THE FATHER TO CHRIST
    John 10:29 “My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand (eternal security).”  God the Father is forming a Royal Family for His Son with Church Age believers.  Christ is the head of the Church and the believers are His gift from God the Father and are the body of Christ.  
        XIV.    THE BELIEVER IS DELIVERED FROM THE POWER OF THE OLD SIN NATURE
    At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ the believer is delivered from the power of the Old Sin Nature because the believer is immediately indwelt by the Holy Spirit and all of the believer’s past sins are instantly forgiven upon salvation. The Old Sin Nature no longer has complete control over the believer because the believer is now controlled by God the Holy Spirit who indwells us at salvation.  However, this control is temporary the moment we sin again we are again controlled by the Old Sin Nature.  When we rebound or confess the sin we are back in fellowship with God and controlled by God the Holy Spirit.  It is a black and white situation.  We escape the control of the Old Sin Nature by confession of our sins consistently.  I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness (wrongdoing).    Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”   Eph 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”
   The believer has been crucified with Christ on the Cross.  Because we are in union with Christ we reject all human good and evil which the Old Sin Nature can produce.  Rom 6:1-5 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  (2) By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  (3) Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized (identified) into His death?  (4) We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  (5) If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.”  The Old Sin Nature has been crucified with Christ on the Cross.  Rom 6:6-7 “For we know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin (7) because anyone (believers) who has died (with Christ) has been freed from sin.”    Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  

   The power the Old Sin Nature had over us as unbelievers has been broken forever and it no longer has sole control over us as believers.  The believer receives a new nature at the moment of personal faith in Christ and that new nature breaks the bonds of the Old Sin Nature.  2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new (spiritual) creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  Now the believer must choose whether or not to live in the new nature or the old.  The Old Sin Nature:

   1.   Was imputed at physical birth and passed down from Adam to all men.

   2.  Was imputed with Adam’s original sin.

   3.  Was acquired (passed down) from our human fathers only at birth.

   4.  Resides in every cell of the human body.

 5.  Is the source of all personal sins.

 6.  Tempts the soul to commit sin.

 7.  Cannot please God

 8.  Was crucified and rendered powerless at the Cross of Christ.
    XV.   THE BELIEVER IS APPOINTED AS A PRIEST TO GOD
       At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ the believer is appointed by God to be a priest.
 1. A holy priest.  1 Pet 2:5 “…you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
 2. A royal priest.  1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”    Rev 1:6 “…and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father…to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.”  As a royal priest, every believer represents himself before God.  That is why the believer confesses his sins directly to God the Father.  He is a priest and does not function under the priesthood of the preceding dispensations that were under the patriarchal and Levitical priesthoods and their rules.  God eliminated the middle man in the Church Age.
XVI.    THE BELIEVER HAS ETERNAL SECURITY
           At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, the believer receives permanent eternal security.  There are six approaches with reference to eternal security.

 1.  Logical.  Rom 8:32 “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all…how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”    Rom 8:38-39 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, (39) neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
 2. Positional: we are in union with Christ and cannot break this union because God has imputed His righteousness (+R) to us at salvation.  God cannot deny His own righteousness in us.  2 Tim 2:13 “…if we are faithless (as believers), He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.”
 3. Experiential:  Regardless of our daily failures through sinning and unfaithfulness, God still remains faithful to us.  2 Tim 2:13 (see previous).
 4. Family:  Gal 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”
 5. Inheritance:  1 Pet 1:5 “…who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”
 6. Body of Christ: 1 Cor 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”     
XVII.    THE BELIEVER IS GIVEN ACCESS TO GOD
    At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ the believer is given access to God.  Rom 5:2 “Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”
Access to God in Prayer.  Eph 2:18 “For through Him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  Eph 3:12 “In Him and through faith in Him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”  We have access to God when we are filled with the Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit provides an access to God the Father.  The filling of the Spirit is our means of access to the Father.  God the Father will not hear our prayers if we have not confessed our sins.  We must remain in the filling of the Spirit for our prayers to be answered.

The Lord Jesus Christ made this access to the Father possible with His saving work on the Cross. Heb 4:16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace (access to God) with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”    Heb 10:19-20 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place (access) by the blood of Jesus, (20) by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body.”
 XVIII.  THE BELIEVER RECEIVES A HUMAN SPIRIT IMPUTED WITH ETERNAL LIFE
       At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ the believer receives eternal life.  John 3:15 “…that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life.”   John 10:27-28 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  (28) I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.”   John 20:31 “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have eternal life in His name.”    I John 5:11-13 “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  (12) He who has the Son has eternal life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

         The believer is born again by God the Holy Spirit.  
John 3:8 “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."  Every believer is given a human spirit at the moment of their salvation.  The human spirit is then imputed with eternal life by God the Holy Spirit.  Eternal life is an attribute of God.  It is part of His essence.  When we personally believe in Christ as our Savior, God the Holy Spirit imputes (assigns) a human spirit to the believer.  God the Father then imputes (assigns) that eternal life to our human spirit.  Eternal life is imputed (assigned) to us forever. This is a “real” imputation in that it has a target or home and that home is the human spirit that we received at salvation.  We do not earn or deserve it.  The Justice of God is responsible for the imputation of eternal life to our human spirit.

          Note: the human spirit is the basis of the grace apparatus for perception (GAP) of God’s Word.  When we hear or study the Word of God objectively, it first goes into the left lobe of the soul (called the nous) where it is understood as spiritual phenomenon (Bible doctrine).   Once understood, we must either accept it as Truth or reject it (believer it or not believe it).  If we believe it, it is transferred to the right lobe (kardia) of the soul and remains permanently for the believer to apply in every life situation.  It can be lost when the believer goes negative to God’s Word and refuses to study consistently.  
      The unbeliever has soul life, which is “everlasting life” but because of rejection of Christ, the unbeliever will spend everlasting life (the second death) in the Lake of Fire!  John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see eternal life, for God's wrath remains on Him."
      Eternal life is living in the presence of God forever.  Everlasting life for the unbeliever is the second death, living in the Lake of Fire.

            XVIX.  THE BELIEVER BECOMES A NEW SPIRITUAL SPECIES
          At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, the believer becomes a new spiritual species created by God.  2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  The Church Age dispensation is the only dispensation by which a believer becomes a new spiritual species.  We are very unique.  Gal 6:14-16 “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  (15) Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.  (16) Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God.”
             There are two new species in human history:

1. The Jews became a new “racial” species when Abraham was circumcised at spiritual maturity at the age of 99.
2. The Church Age believer became a new “spiritual” species at the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
   There are now three races in the world today:

    1.     Jews: the new racial species from Abraham.
    2.     Gentiles: all non-Jews.
    3.     Church: the new spiritual species.
   There are no “racial” distinctions in the Church Age because of the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit.   The Baptism of the Holy Spirit places us in permanent union with Christ.   We were designed anew spiritually to utilize the divine power God has given us.  This divine power has never before been given to any believers before the Church Age.  It will never be given after the Church Age.  It is unique to our dispensation only.
    When 2 Cor 5:17 tells us: “…the old things have lost their power,” it refers to:

    1.    Pre-salvation failures and successes.

    2.   Our position in Adam.

    3.   The Old Sin Nature.

    4.   Divine power overcomes human power in the satanic system of the world.

   When 2 Cor 5:17 tells us: “…the new things have come,” it refers to:

    1.    The Baptism of the Holy Spirit…saints in Christ (union with Christ forever).

    2.    The Protocol Plan of God (our pre-designed personal Church Age plan).

    3.    The unique equality factors in the Protocol Plan of God…equal opportunity and equal privilege.
    4.    Our very own personal blessing from God.

    5.    Our unique royal commissions:  priesthood and ambassadorship.

    6.    Unique mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

    7.    Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit, God the Son, and God the Father.

    8.    Available divine power from the Holy Spirit for the Church Age believer.

    9.    This is the dispensation of no prophecy.

    10.   This is the dispensation of invisible heroes…winners…spiritually mature believers.
    XX.    THE BELIEVER RECEIVES EFFICACIOUS GRACE
              Eph 1:13 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.”  We are all born physically alive but spiritually dead as a result of the imputation of Adams’s original sin.  We need to be born again spiritually in Christ in order to live with God in Heaven after we die.  But in order to be born again, we have to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ’s saving work and make a non-meritorious (no human works) decision to believe in Christ as our personal Savior.  One problem!  Unbelievers cannot understand spiritual things at all!  So what do we do?  Nothing.  God does it all for us.  That’s GRACE.
In order for the unbeliever to understand the Gospel, God the Holy Spirit has to make it understandable to them. Only the Holy Spirit can.  This is called “common grace.”  This is the grace that is given to everyone who hears the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  “Common grace” is God the Holy Spirit making Gospel information understandable to spiritually dead human beings (unbelievers).  1 Cor 2:14 “The man without the Spirit (unbeliever) does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned (understood).”  In other words God the Holy Spirit translates it for the unbeliever at the time he is hearing the Gospel.  It never has anything to do with the person presenting the gospel to the unbeliever.  This is the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit at work.  His power is “common grace” to us.  Without the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit, we are totally helpless to understand.  2 Cor 6:1-2 “As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace (common grace) in vain.  (2) For He says, ‘In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.  I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.’ ”
Efficacious grace on the other hand is the grace that God gives to those individuals who have make a non-meritorious decision to believe in Christ as their personal Savior.  So now the Holy Spirit takes the faith of the person who heard the gospel and decided to believe in Christ and makes it effective for salvation for that person.  God the Holy Spirit does all the work.  We make the decision and He makes it happen.  He takes our “oh so small” faith and makes it count for personal salvation.  That is why it is called a gift.  We have nothing to do with it except that we made the decision to believe or have faith in the work of Jesus on the cross.  Salvation only becomes a reality for the person when God the Holy Spirit makes our decision effective.  There is only the potential for salvation in common grace.  So efficacious grace is when the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit takes a spiritually dead person’s faith in Christ and makes it valid or effective for salvation.  Your faith in Christ is nothing in itself unless God the Holy Spirit does something with it!   Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace (efficacious grace) you have been saved, through faith…and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God… (9) not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Efficacious grace is one of the seven (7) ministries of God the Holy Spirit.

XXI.  THE BELIEVER IS GUARANTEED A RESURRECTION BODY
   At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ the believer is guaranteed a resurrection body.  

      John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies…’”  Physically dying does not keep us from receiving a resurrection body.  We will receive a resurrection body even if our bodies are destroyed at death by fire.  Only unbelief keeps an individual from receiving a resurrection body.  1 Cor 15:43 “It (our body) is sown in dishonor (Adam’s original sin at physical birth), it is raised in glory (positionally in Christ at salvation); it is sown in weakness (we are helpless to save ourselves as unbelievers), it is raised in power (of God the Holy Spirit).”    Phil 3:20-21 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, (21) who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.”
XXII
.   THE BELIEVER IS THE BENEFICIARY OF UNLIMITED ATONEMENT

When the Lord Jesus Christ died spiritually on the cross and atoned (paid the penalty) for our sins, that is all personal sin, it was for all mankind, unlimited…every single human being from Adam until the last person born on earth.  2 Cor 5:14-15 “For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that One (Jesus Christ) died for all (mankind), and therefore all (mankind) died (to the Old Sin Nature).  (15) And He died for all (mankind), that those who live (believe in Christ) should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died as a substitute for them and was raised again (resurrected).” 
   2 Cor 5:19 “That God was reconciling the world (all mankind) to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them (because Christ paid the penalty for all personal sin).  And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”    1 Tim 2:6 “…who gave Himself as a ransom for all men…the testimony given in its proper time.”    1 Tim 4:10 “[and for this we labor and strive], that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.”    Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.”   I John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice (propitiation) for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
  The unlimited atonement is the efficacious (effective) work of Christ on the cross on behalf of all mankind.  Atonement as a noun means reconciliation after hostility or controversy, and includes satisfaction (propitiation) made for wrong or injury.  The verb form of the word means “to be as one, to be in accordance, to make amends, to make up for errors, to pay the penalty or price, to reconcile.”  
  In the Old Testament, atonement is related to the Hebrew verb kaphar, meaning “to pass over, to cover.”  In the Old Testament the animal sacrifices where used to cover the sin.  They were sacrificed and their blood was poured over the mercy seat of the “Ark of the Covenant,” which contained the symbols of sin.  It was a picture of Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross when he spiritually died while sin passed through Him.  He was completely separated from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.   Atonement in the Old Testament refers to the use of animal sacrifices to represent the saving work of Christ.  

  God completely forgave and restored the Jews on the Day of Atonement where sin was covered by the blood of the sacrificed animal; however, it was only symbolic of the true Lamb of God to come, Jesus Christ.   These animal sacrifices could never atone for sin. See what God teaches us in Heb 10:8-12.  “First he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them’ [although the law required them to be made to teach about Christ the Messiah].  (9) Then He said (as a baby in the manger), ‘Here I am, I have come to do your will.’  He sets aside the first to establish the second (He fulfilled the Mosaic Law).  (10) And by that will, we have been made holy (sanctification) through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  (11) Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  (12) But when this Priest (Jesus Christ) had offered for all time (once and for all) one sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God (the Session of Christ).”  Animal sacrifices represented the propitiation of God the Father by the judgment of Christ who covered or took away our sins by His spiritual death on the Cross.  Ps 103:2-4 “Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits… (3) who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, (4) who redeems your life from the pit (Hades) and crowns you with love and compassion.”   John 1:29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
   Christ’s death established a reconciliation between man and God.  Col 1:20-22 “…and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross (Spiritual death).  (21) Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  (22) But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”
  Atonement is unlimited.  Christ paid the penalty for the sins of the entire human race and not just for believers, called elect.  Rom 5:6 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly (all mankind born into this world).  Rom 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”    2 Cor 5:14-15 “For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. (15) And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again.”     2 Cor 5:19 “…that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”     1 Tim 2:6 “…who gave Himself as a ransom for all men…the testimony given in its proper time.”   1 Tim 4:10 “[and for this we labor and strive], that we have put our hope (confidence) in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.”   Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.”    Heb 2:9 “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death (Spiritual) for everyone.”   I John 2:2 “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
  Unlimited atonement eliminates sin from the unbeliever’s indictment (accusation) at the Last Judgment.  When Christ died on the cross, He was judged for all the sins of the human race.  At the cross, human good was rejected to be judged later.  Human good will be a part of the unbeliever’s indictment (accusation) at the Last Judgment.  Personal sins cannot be mentioned at the Last Judgment because Christ paid the penalty for all sins for all men and Christ was already judged for them on the cross.  This falls under the law of double jeopardy…one cannot be judged again for what has already been judged.  All unbelievers will be indicted or accused and sentenced (they are already condemned at birth) at the Last Judgment because they did not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ while they lived.  They will not be judged for their sins but their works.  John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”    John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.”
XXIII.    BELIEVER HAS EQUAL PRIVILEGE & OPPORTUNITY UNDER ELECTION & PREDESTINATION

Equal privilege and equal opportunity are unique to the Church Age only.  We are elected and predestined by God to equal privilege and equal opportunity.  It is like the starting line of a Spiritual race.  The accomplishment or execution of your own pre-designed personal protocol plan of God is the finish line to that Spiritual race.  


Election is the expression of the sovereign will of God for your life in time.  Election is God willing His highest and best for your life.  Under election you have equal privilege as a royal priest by which you represent yourself before God privately.  


Predestination is God’s provision for you in time to execute God’s pre-designed Protocol Plan for your life and finish the race.  God has provided you and I everything we need in life both spiritually and physically to execute your protocol plan and finish the race.  Predestination states that God has provided everything that you need in life to be a “winner” and “invisible hero.”  
God has provided logistical grace support and provision for every daily need you have and consistently so that there will be no excuses for not executing His pre-designed plan for your life.  Logistical grace is provided by God at salvation for all believers, winners or losers.  
The Baptism of God the Holy Spirit provides the basis for equal privilege and equal opportunity for all Church Age believers.  1 Cor 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free…and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”  This baptism of the Spirit provides equality that does not exist in the world today.  All Church Age believers are members of the Royal Family of God.  All Royal Family members have been given the same privileges and opportunities to execute the pre-designed Protocol Plan of God. There are no distinctions among Church Age believers.  Gal 3:26-28 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, (27) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  (28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”     Gal 6:15 “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.”     Col 3:9-11 “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices (10) and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  (11) Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.”  

There are no longer any social, economic, sexual, or racial distinctions in the Church Age because there is equal privilege and equal opportunity for all believers.  God looks at the new spiritual species.  What is important to God is that you are a new spiritual species or an individual who had His divine nature in him.  2 Pet 1:3-4 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness (your own protocol spiritual plan) through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.  (4) Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”  It is not important to God whether you are a Jew or a Gentile, rich or poor, male or female, old or young, black or white or whatever color you are.  Our union with Christ through the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit at salvation eliminates these distinctions among us.  No distinctions mean that there will be no excuses for not executing the pre-designed personal protocol plan God has for you.
Equal privilege and equal opportunity mean that no believer is inferior to another believer!  Equal privilege and equal opportunity are invisible assets.  The Church Age believers who take advantage of these equalities will be a “winner” and reach Spiritual maturity in time.  “Winners” will become “invisible heroes.”  “Winners” are not quitters in this Spiritual race.  Losers are quitters.  Taking advantage of equal privilege and equal opportunity will make you a spiritual champion.

XXIV.    THE BELIEVER IS MADE ACCEPTABLE TO GOD
Made Righteous (by imputation)

You cannot live with God forever and ever if you are not as good as God is…and we are not because we are born condemned through the imputation of Adam’s original sin at birth.  As unbelievers we are sin and God can have nothing to do with sin.  One thing we must have is God’s righteousness in order to be acceptable to Him.  How do we get His righteousness?  We get His righteousness at the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ.  Rom 3:23-24 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (24) and are justified (imputed with God’s righteousness +R) freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”    1 Cor 1:30 “It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God…that is, our righteousness (+R), holiness and redemption.”        2 Cor 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness (+R) of God.”  Phil 3:9 “…and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ…the righteousness (+R) that comes from God and is by faith.”  

           God’s righteousness is an attribute of His essence or character.  It is one half of His integrity.  God’s righteousness is the “principle” of His integrity, and His justice is the “function” of His integrity.  What the righteousness of God demands, the Justice of God executes through the love of God in grace.  The justice of God imputes (assigns) to us at the moment of personal faith in Christ, the principle of God’s integrity, His righteousness (+R).  Imputation (assignment) is a judicial act of God.  It is God crediting or debiting our account.   Gen 15:6 “Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness.”  Rom 4:3 “What does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’"  Rom 3:22 “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,” 

          The imputation of God’s righteousness is a “judicial imputation.”  A “judicial imputation” is one that doesn’t have a natural home or target.  In other words it doesn’t belong where it is imputed.  It is imputed by God in His justice because certain requirements were fulfilled.  There are only two “judicial imputations”:

1. The first “judicial imputation” was when all our personal sins were imputed to Christ on the cross for judgment…an act of God because Christ remained sinless and was eligible to go to the cross and be judged for man’s sin.  Christ fulfilled the requirements…a sinless substitute.  This sets up the second “judicial imputation.”  It had to be judicial because our sins did not belong in Christ…He was perfect!
2. The second “judicial imputation” is when Christ’s righteousness (+R) is imputed to every believer at the moment of personal faith in Him…an act of God because man fulfilled the requirement…believing in Christ alone for salvation and not human merit.  It is a judicial imputation because God’s +R does not belong to us…we are sinners!
An exchange takes place with these two imputations:

1. Our sins are imputed to Christ.

2. Christ’s righteousness (+R) is imputed to us at the moment of our personal salvation. 

Again the Justice of God is responsible for both of these imputations.  

With +R imputed to us, we now possess one half of God’s integrity as believers.  We possess His righteousness (+R).  The indwelling righteousness is the reason why we receive the imputation of blessings for both time and eternity.   We are not blessed because of anything we do, but we are blessed because of what we now possess as believers…the perfect righteousness of God.  Righteousness (+R) is the target for our blessings!
Every believer in every dispensation receives this imputation.  Church Age believers however, have a double portion!  

1. They receive the righteousness of God the Father.  Rom 3:22 “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference.”
2. They receive the righteousness of God the Son.  2 Cor 5:21 “God made Him (Jesus Christ) who had no sin to be sin for us (all mankind), so that in Him we might become the righteousness (imputed +R) of God (Jesus Christ).”
God’s justice demands perfect righteousness in order to bless us.  Therefore, we must first have God’s righteousness in order to receive blessing.  God gives us His righteousness at salvation therefore we can now receive His blessing.  God can only personally love His own righteousness and integrity and after Christ’s sacrifice all believers receive this imputation of +R.

Sanctified Positionally

At the moment of our personal faith in Christ, God the Holy Spirit places us positionally in union with Christ.  This is called positional sanctification.  We are in position and set apart with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection for eternity.  See Roman numeral “VI, G” for details of retroactive and current positional sanctification.  This union makes us accessible to God.
Perfected Forever
Heb 10:12-14 “But when this Priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God.  (13) Since that time He waits for his enemies to be made His footstool, (14) because by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy (Baptism of God the Holy Spirit for every believer).”

Qualified for Inheritance
Col 1:12 “…giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints (all Church Age believers) in the kingdom of light.”

XXV.   THE BELIEVER RECEIVES AN ETERNAL INHERITANCE   

At the moment of personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the believer becomes an heir of God and a joint-heir with Christ for eternity.  This eternal inheritance is preserved in heaven for the believer and is incorruptible.  1 Pet 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade…kept in heaven for you,”    Rom 8:17 “Now if we are children, then we are heirs…heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.”   Heb 9:15 “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance…now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.”
Redemption is the basis for the believer to receive an eternal inheritance.  We received it at the moment of our salvation and God the Holy Spirit is given as a pledge of our inheritance.  Eph 1:13-14 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, (14) who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession…to the praise of His glory.” 

The imputation of God’s perfect righteousness (+R) has qualified us to receive this eternal inheritance.

Col 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, (24) since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
XXVI.   THE BELIEVER IS BAPTIZED BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

God the Holy Spirit places the believer immediately in union with Jesus Christ at salvation forever and ever.  1 Cor 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body (the Church)…whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free…and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”   Acts 1:5 “…for John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."    
Gal 3:26-27 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, (27) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”

Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a “real” or “actual” identification.  It is one of seven ministries of God the Holy Spirit.  The Baptism of the Spirit connects the Lord’s Great Power Experiment (the Spiritual life, the pre-designed protocol plan He gave to all Church Age believers) of the Hypostatic Union with the Great Power Experiment of the Church Age.  This baptism is and invisible asset from God.  You cannot see, feel, hear, or taste this baptism but it is a real baptism…and it has nothing to do with the ritual of “water baptism!”

This baptism of the Holy Spirit unites the Royal Family of God.  There is only one baptism. 1 Cor 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free…and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”    Eph 4:4-6 “There is one body (Church Age believers) and one Spirit (Holy Spirit)…just as you were called to one hope (salvation through faith alone in Christ alone) when you were called (at God-consciousness)… (5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism; (6) one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

          The Church Age believer is identified with the Lord Jesus Christ in His death, burial and resurrection (positional sanctification).  Rom 6:3-5 “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  (4) We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  (5) If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.”     1 Cor 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”
The characteristics of the baptism of the Holy Spirit are:

1.  It is not an experience.

2.  It is not an external activity.

3.  It is not speaking in tongues. 

4.  It is not emotion.

5.  It is not related to anything human.

6.  It can’t be improved upon.

7.  It is eternal.

8.  It gives the believer eternal security.

9.  It is known only through the Mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

10. It makes Church Age believers totally unique.

The results of the baptism of God the Holy Spirit:
1. It connects the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union (the Great Power Experiment of the Hypostatic Union) with the dispensation of the Church Age (the Great Power Experiment of the Church Age).

2. We share the same benefits that the humanity of Christ had during the Great Power Experiment of the Hypostatic Union.

3. We are created a new “spiritual species” for the utilization of 100% divine power.  2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
4. We are elected to the Royal Family of God.  1 Pet 2:9 “
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”  

5. We have positional sanctification.  1 Cor 15:22 “
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”   Eph 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her (26) 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, (27) and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”
6. We are heirs of God and joint-heirs with the Son of God.  Rom 8:16-17 “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  (17) Now if we are children, then we are heirs…heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.”
7. We have eternal security.  Rom 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…”
8. It unites the Royal Family of God.  Eph 4:5 “…one Lord, one faith, one baptism…”  Rom 6:5 “If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection.”
9. The believer is in union with Christ.

In conclusion the baptism of God the Holy Spirit is not an experience that is felt.  It is an act of the sovereign will and omnipotence of God.  It provides eternal security for the believer whether the believer is a “winner” or “loser“ in the plan of God.

XXVII.  ALL SCAR TISSUE REMOVED FROM THE SOUL OF THE BELIEVER

All unbelievers accumulate scar tissue in their souls from rejection of Jesus Christ and living in the Cosmic System.  Scar tissue that accumulates in the soul is called “hardness of the heart” in Scripture (Exodus Chapter 4).  Scar tissue develops from the influence of evil due to unbeliever rejection of Christ and the accumulation of false doctrines that move rapidly into the soul of the unbeliever.  When anyone rejects Truth, they believe the lie.  Rejection of Truth causes a vacuum to form in the soul where false doctrine is sucked in.  If anyone is not being influenced by God and His Word they are being influenced by evil in the world and will believe the lies of Satan.  Before salvation all unbelievers have souls filled with scar tissue, which can lead to a complete “black out” of the soul unless they accept the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Scar tissue accumulates in the right lobe of the mentality of the soul.  The soul has two frontal lobes, the right and left lobes.  The right lobe is called the “heart” in the Bible and the Greek word is kardia.  The left lobe is called the “mind” in the Bible and the Greek word is nous.  When scar tissue accumulates to the maximum in the right lobe, “black out” of the soul occurs in the left lobe.  The left or perceptive lobe of the mentality of the soul is designed for receptive comprehension…that is, to understand various types of data and to assimilate objective information.  When the Gospel of Jesus Christ is given to the unbeliever, God the Holy Spirit makes the information understood in the left lobe of the soul.  If the unbeliever rejects it, scar tissue forms in the right lobe.  The right lobe is the dominant lobe and contains five areas: 1) a frame of reference with a memory center where all knowledge is stored and is the basis for all future knowledge; 2) a conscience (norms and standards); 3) vocabulary, in which categories are formed; 4) viewpoint (the use of vocabulary, conscience, and frame of reference); 5) and a “launching pad” for application of Bible doctrine to experience.  If the unbeliever rejects the Gospel enough times, God shuts down the left lobe to Truth and “black out“ of the soul occurs and God stops all chances for repentance (a change of mind).  
Like the soul of Pharaoh in Moses time (he rejected God 10 times and God hardened Pharaoh’s heart…Exodus Chapter 4) whose soul was hardened forever to Truth.  Then it is too late for the unbeliever.


However, when the unbeliever hears the Gospel and accepts it as Truth and believes in Jesus Christ as personal Savior, all accumulated scar tissue is removed immediately.  
Isa 43:25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”  Isa 44:22 “I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you."

Believers can experience the same scar tissue of the soul and even “black out” of the soul through rejection of God’s Word in their lives.  If believers reject the God’s Word and God’s plan for their lives they will be prevented from having any permanent peace and happiness in life.  You do not have to be an unbeliever to have scar tissue.  If after salvation, you reject God’s Word, scar tissue will start to accumulate in your soul and God will use divine discipline to get your attention.  The longer you remain outside the plan of God the more scar tissue will build up and the more discipline you will receive and then if you go far enough into rejection, you may even die the “sin unto death”…maximum divine discipline for the believer with maximum scar tissue.  No one would be able to distinguish this type of believer from an unbeliever.

Scar tissue must be removed before we can receive divine blessing.  For the believer that would be to get back to confession of sins and a daily intake (study) of God’s Word and application of His Word to the life.  Then scar tissue will begin to be removed by accumulated Bible doctrine in the believer’s soul. 

XXVIII.   THE BELIEVER IN NOW ON A SECURE FOUNDATION 

At the moment of personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the believer is instantly on a secure foundation.  1 Cor 3:11 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”   1 Cor 10:4 “…and drank the same spiritual drink (salvation); for they drank from the spiritual rock (secure foundation) that accompanied them, and that rock (secure foundation) was Christ.”         Eph 2:21-22 “In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  (22) And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”
 XXVIX.   THE BELIEVER IS IDENTIFIED AND UNITED WITH THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT

At the moment of personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the believer is united with all three members of the Trinity.


In God the Father: 1Thes 1:1 “Paul, Silas and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.”  “God in you,” Eph 4:6 “…
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all (believers)”.

In Christ: Jesus said in John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  “Christ in you,” Col 1:27 “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope (confidence) of glory.”
a) A member of Christ’s Body: 1 Cor 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free…and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”
b) A branch in the Vine (Christ): John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I remain in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”
c) A stone in the Building (Christ): Eph 2:21-22 ‘In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  (22) And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”    1 Pet 2:5 “…you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
d) A sheep in the Flock: John 10:27-29 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  (28) I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  (29) My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.”
e) A portion of His Bride: Eph 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”    Rev 19:6-8 “Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  (7) Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready.  (8) Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)”    Rev 21:9 “One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."
f) A priest of the kingdom of priests: 1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”
g) A saint of the “new species:” 2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (spiritual); the old has gone, the new has come!”
h) A member of the royal family of God coming with the King of kings and Lord of lords at the Second Advent: Rev 19:14 “The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.”
In the Holy Spirit: “the Spirit in you” Rom 8:9 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”
  XXX.  THE BELIEVER IS INDWELT BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

At the moment of personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ God the Holy Spirit indwells or enters the body of every Church Age believer.  John 7:39 “By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”   Rom 5:5 “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.”   Rom 8:9 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”    Rom 8:11 “And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit, who lives in you.”    1 Cor 3:16 “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?”   1 Cor 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.  (20) You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”    2 Cor 6:16 “What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."   Gal 4:6 “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."   I John 3:24 “Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the Spirit He gave us.”
The purpose of the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit:

1.   Indwelling provides a temple for the Lord Jesus Christ, the “Shekinah Glory.”

2.   Indwelling provides the base of operations for the use of divine power.

3.   Indwelling is the means of executing the plan of God.

4.   Indwelling guarantees spirituality (the filling of the Holy Spirit).  Eph 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”    Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”
 XXXI.  THE BELIEVER IS SEALED BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit is given to the believer by Him at the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ.  It emphasizes the eternal security we have in Christ.  It is our personal guarantee of eternity.  2 Cor 1:21-22 “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ (Baptism of God the Holy Spirit). He anointed us (indwelling of the Holy Spirit), (22) 
set His seal of ownership on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come (eternity in heaven with Christ).”  This seal is our badge or mark of royalty.  It signifies that we are members of the royal family of God.  At the moment of salvation, the Holy Spirit put His signature guarantee on you.  Eph 1:13 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation (common grace). Having believed (efficacious grace), you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…” 

Eph 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God (by remaining in carnality…no rebound or confession of sin), with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
The Greek word for sealed is sphagizo, which means “to mark with a seal as a means of identification.”  

At the time of the New Testament writings, and in ancient times seals meant:

1.    A guaranteed transaction.

2.   Ownership.

3.   Authentic invoices, contracts, laws and orders.

This sealing not only denotes ownership but also carries with it the protection of the owner.  God not only “owns” us at the moment of salvation, but He is our protector.  

The sealing ministry of God the Holy Spirit is so very, very important because it guarantees our salvation!

  XXXII.   THE BELIEVER RECEIVE A SPIRITUAL GIFT FROM GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT  

At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, God the Holy Spirit provides every believer “one” spiritual gift.  The first spiritual gifts of the Church Age were given by God the Son.  Eph 4:7-11 “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  (8) This is why it says: "When He ascended on high, He led captives in His train and gave gifts to men."  (9) (What does "He ascended" mean except that He also descended to the lower, earthly regions (Paradise in Hades after His death on the Cross and before His Resurrection)?  (10) He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)  (11) It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors/teachers…”
The sovereignty of God the Holy Spirit provides our spiritual gift.  He who has all knowledge knows what spiritual gift best suits the believer.  Never complain about your spiritual gift.  God the Holy Spirit’s ministry of distribution of spiritual gifts determines how we as Christ’s ambassadors are to operate during our lives on earth.  The gift involves a special ability in a particular field.  We cannot take credit for our spiritual gift.  Distribution of these gifts was authorized by the Lord Jesus Christ as a result of His strategic victory in the Great Power Experiment of the Hypostatic Union.

The actual appointment of the spiritual gift of Apostleship was made by God the Holy Spirit per 1 Cor 12:11 “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.”  

There are two types of spiritual gifts:

1.   Temporary gifts: tongues, healing, water baptism, miracles, prophesies, knowledge .

2.   Permanent gifts: evangelist, pastor/teacher, helps, administration in local churches, hospitality, giving etc.

Temporary spiritual gifts were provided before the canon of Scripture or the Bible was completed in writing.  Once the Bible was completed in writing in A.D. 96, these temporary gifts were discontinued, removed, or rescinded.  They no longer exist.  Satan however, has made a false issue of these temporary gifts through religion to keep them in circulation in order to control people and keep them from the Truth of God’s Word and Christ.  1 Cor 13:8-10 “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  (9) For we know in part (incomplete written scriptures) and we prophesy in part, (10) but when perfection comes (the completed written canon of scripture), the imperfect (temporary gifts) disappears.”    1 Cor 12:27-31a “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  (28) And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.  (29) Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  (30) Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret (implies a negative reply)?  (31) But eagerly desire the greater gifts…”
             Permanent spiritual gifts are to function in and through the local church.  You will recognize your spiritual gift through spiritual growth and maturity.

XXXIII.   THE BELIEVER RECEIVES ESCROW BLESSINGS FROM GOD
                The believer is the possessor of every spiritual blessing granted in eternity past.  These blessings are on deposit for the believer and are distributed at the point of spiritual maturity or adulthood, otherwise, they remain in escrow forever as a memorial to lost opportunity.  Eph 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
                God the Father, as the grantor of these escrow blessings, deposited into an escrow account, the greatest possible blessings for us in eternity past…billions and billions of years before we existed.  In His omniscience, He knew we would believe in Christ; He therefore, deposited into an escrow account for us fantastic blessings for both time and eternity.  These blessings are irrevocable or permanent.  
                Church Age believers are the grantees (recipients), and at the moment we personally believe in Christ, these blessings become available.  By growing in grace after salvation, to spiritual maturity, we receive our escrow blessings for time; at the Evaluation Seat of Christ (Judgment Seat after the Rapture) we will then receive our escrow blessings for the eternal state.  
                All Church Age believers have equal privilege and equal opportunity to advance to spiritual maturity and receive these greater escrow blessings.  However, many believers become losers instead of winners, and they fail to use these opportunities; they are not consistent in perception, metabolization (belief in), and application of Bible doctrine.  Because all escrow blessings are irrevocable, they either remain on deposit if the believer fails to fulfill God’s plan or these blessings are distributed to “winner” believers who do.
XXXIV.  THE BELIEVER IS INDWELT BY GOD THE FATHER

At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, the believer is indwelt by God the Father.  He is the author of our portfolio of invisible assets and the grantor of our escrow blessings.  He is the mastermind and the designer of the pre-designed Protocol Plan of God.  John 14:22-23 “Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?"  (23) Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”   Eph 4:6 “…
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”     Phil 2:13 “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.”   I John 4:15 “If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.”  2 John 1:9 “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.” 

God the Father indwells us to guarantee the following:

1.   His personal ministry to us in time and eternity.

2.  Our portfolio of invisible assets.

3.  Our very own palace.

4.  Our very own pre-designed protocol plan.

XXXV. THE BELIEVER IS INDWELT BY GOD THE SON

At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, He indwells the body of every Church Age believer.  

John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”   

John 17:22-23 “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: (23) I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”   John 17:26 “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."   Rom 8:10 “But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness (+R).”   2 Cor 13:5 “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you…unless, of course, you fail the test?”      Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”   Col 1:27 “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
The purpose of the indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ is to serve as a badge or a sign of the royal family of God and is designed to give the believer confidence to advance to spiritual maturity.  It is also the basis for using divine power and guarantees eternal life.  This is totally unique to the Church Age only.

XXXVI.  THE BELIEVER IS THE RECIPIENT OF THE PREDESIGNED OR PROTOCOL PLAN OF GOD

The predesigned or protocol plan refers to God the Father’s total plan in eternity past for the Church Age believer to execute.  God has a personal plan for the believer’s life.  The name of that plan is the predesigned or protocol plan.  The policy of that plan is GRACE.  The precedence for the grace policy of God comes from the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union when Jesus Christ lived on earth as the God-man (See lesson 18 for full details of this dispensation).  Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”   Eph 3:18 “…
may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ…” 
The definition of “protocol” is a rigid long established code and procedure: God in eternity past created a “Portfolio of Invisible Assets” for every Church Age believer in order to glorify God and receive blessings and rewards.  Eph 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  (4) For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.”  Protocol prescribes complete deference to superior rank and authority: sovereign and omnipotent God holds infinitely superior rank in the Protocol Plan.  This is followed by strict adherence to due order and precedence: Bible doctrine must have number one priority in your life.   Mark 12:30 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'”   Matt 4:4 “Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  This then is coupled with precisely correct procedure: a right thing done in a right way is right.  
The importance of protocol:
1.  It teaches us how to live and how not to live.

2.  It teaches us how to think and how not to think.

3.  It teaches what your proper motivation should be. 

XXXVII. THE BELIEVER IS IN THE “MUCH MORE” GRACE CARE OF GOD
Every believer is within the “much more” grace care of God.  Rom 5:9-10 “Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through Him!  (10) For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!”   
We are:

1.  Objects of His love: Eph 2:4 “But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, (5) 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions…it is by grace you have been saved.”
Eph 5:2 “…and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Hhimself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
2.  Objects of His grace: 
     a) For salvation.  Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God (9) 
not by works, so that no one can boast.”
     b) For keeping.  Rom 5:2 “…through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”   1 Pet 1:5 “…who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time (2nd Advent).”
     c) For service.  John 17:18 “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”   Eph 4:7 “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”
     d) For instruction.  Titus 2:12 “It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age…”   
3.  Objects of His power: Eph 1:19 “…and His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of His mighty strength…”   Phil 2:13 “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.”

4.  Objects of His faithfulness: Phil 1:6 “…being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”   Heb 13:5b “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
5.  Objects of His peace: John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
6.  Objects of His consolation: 2 Thess 2:16 “May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,”
7.  Objects of His intercession: Rom 8:34 “Who is He that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died…more than that, who was raised to life…is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.”   Heb 7:25 “Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them.”   Heb 9:24 “For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; He entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.”
XXXVIII.  THE BELIEVER IS A ROYAL AMBASSADOR OF C
HRIST
Every believer is not only a priest who represents himself before God but the believer is also a royal ambassador for Christ.  Christ is not on earth presently but sits at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  So we believers are made His representatives on earth during the dispensation of the Church Age (today).  2 Cor 5:20 “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to (at peace with) God.”
An ambassador is a high-ranking minister, or member of royalty, sent to represent his nation in a foreign country.  As a spiritual ambassador, the Church Age believer represents the Lord Jesus Christ in the devil’s world.  An ambassador has his instructions in written form; our written instructions are found in the Bible.  An ambassador does not belong to the country to which he is sent.  He is a citizen of the country that sent him…therefore; we are citizens of heaven, not of the devil’s world.  Phil 3:20 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ…”
The believer receives his assignment as ambassador when he is ready spiritually to represent Christ in the devil’s world.  In other words, he must be positive to Bible doctrine and studying the Word consistently in order to carry out his duties as ambassador for Christ.  A royal ambassador:

1.   Represents the absent Lord Jesus Christ in the devil’s kingdom…earth.

2.  Represents God to man by bringing the Gospel to the unsaved and Bible doctrine to other believers.

3.  Operates in public before the world.

4.  Interacts with others.

5.  Emphasizes spiritual service.

6.  Gives blessings to man.

We must present God accurately when we represent Him to unbelievers.

XXXIX.    THE BELIEVER HAS THE TEN PROBLEM-SOLVING DEVICES OF THE PPOG

As believers we are provided everything we need to solve every problem and to make every decision in life.  God does the supplying.  We have the ten problem-solving devices (PSDs) available to us.  However, in order to use these 
PSDs, we must first learn the Bible doctrine for each device.  At the moment we personally believe in Christ as our Savior, whatever problems we have had in the past, and whatever our inadequacies, God makes available to us these PSDs.  Like the other thirty-nine permanent or irrevocable gifts, we are not aware of them at the point of our salvation.  They are available at the moment of salvation, but they are not usable apart from perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.  

The ten Problem-Solving Devices are as follows:

1.  The rebound technique or confession of sins. (Lessons 8, 9)
2.  The filling of the Holy Spirit.  (Lesson 10)
3.  The faith-rest drill.  (Lesson on Faith-Rest)
4.   Grace orientation.

5.   Doctrinal orientation.  
6.   A personal sense of destiny.

7.   Personal love for God the Father.

8.   Impersonal love for all mankind.

9.   Sharing the happiness of God (+H).

10. Occupation with Christ as the priority solution to life.

XLX.  THE BELIEVER RECEIVES THE FILLING OF GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, the believer receives the filling of God the Holy Spirit (“fellowship with God”, “walking in the light,” “ability to produce divine good”).  All personal sin was imputed to Christ on the cross in His spiritual death and wiped away at the moment of your personal salvation.  But unlike the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which is permanent or irrevocable and can never be taken away, the filling of the Holy Spirit is temporary and depends on the believer’s volition to sin or not to sin, to remain in carnality or to rebound.  The second the believer sins the filling of the Spirit is lost and the believer is in a carnal state.  The filling of the Spirit can only be recovered or restored by rebound or confession of that sin or sins.  

The filling of the Spirit is defined as the controlling influence of God the Holy Spirit over the soul of the believer when the believer keeps short accounts of his sins (confession constantly).  Eph 5:18b “…Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”   Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”   John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in Spirit (filling of the Spirit) and in truth."  In other words, you as a believer must rebound or confess your sins consistently in order to stay filled with the Holy Spirit and in fellowship with God.  

It is the first power option for the execution of the predesigned protocol plan of God for the believer in the Church Age.  (The second power option is perception, metabolization (belief in) and application of Bible doctrine).  

This is the only gift of the 40 things received at salvation that is revocable, temporary, or able to be taken away.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which is permanent or irrevocable, is the “principle of victory” (basis for victory…the reason) over the Old Sin Nature.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the “function of victory” (refers to the operational moment by moment victory) over the Old Sin Nature.  

The results of the filling of the Spirit are:

1.  The believer can understand spiritual phenomenon (Bible doctrine).  2 Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed (through the filling of the Holy Spirit) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness…”
2.  The believer can produce divine good.  Gal 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”   John 15:1-8 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  (2) He lifts up every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  (3) You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  (4) Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  (5) "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  (6) If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  (7) If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  (8) This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”   1 Cor 3:11-14 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.   (12) If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, (13) his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  (14) If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.”
3.  Christ is magnified in the inner life of the believer.   2 Cor 3:3 “You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”   Phil 1:20-21 “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. (21) For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
4.  Christ is glorified in the believer’s human body.   John 7:39 “By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”   John 16:14 “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.”   1 Cor 6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; (20) you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.”
 5.  The believer imitates God.  Eph 5:1-2 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children (2) and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
 6.  God the Holy Spirit controls the believer’s soul.  Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”
 7.  The believer’s new nature (new spiritual species) becomes operational.  Rom 13:14 “Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”   2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”   Gal 3:27 “…for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”   Gal 6:15 “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.”   Eph 4:24 “…and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”   Col 3:10 “…and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”   2 Pet 1:4 “Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.”
 8.  The believer is the possessor of divine power.  Eph 3:16 “I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being,”   Phil 3:10-11 “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, (11) and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”   Col 1:11 “...being strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully…”
9.  The believer can execute the pre-designed protocol plan of God for his life.  

10. Bible doctrine is circulating in the believer’s soul for use at any time.  
11. The believer bears fruit.  Gal 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness…”   John 15:1-8 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  (2) He lifts up every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  (3) You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  (4) Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  (5) I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  (6) If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  (7) If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  (8) This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
12. The believer is able to worship God.  John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."

13. The believer is spiritual and in fellowship with God.

14. The believer’s soul is protected from satanic influence.

15. The believer’s soul is protected against false doctrine.

16. The believer’s soul is protected against self-righteousness, self-deception, and self-absorption.

17. The believer’s soul is protected against the arrogance complex of sins.

A few scripture references that refer to the filling of the Spirit for you to study:
Acts 4:31 “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”
Acts 7:55 “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”
Acts 11:24 “He (Barnabas) was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.”
I John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”  (NIV)
Close in prayer: Father, thank you for you GRACE and your FAITHFULNESS in providing everything we need to be a “winner” in your pre-designed plan.  We pray that God the Holy Spirit will make these 40 essential gifts meaningful to us and a permanent part of our soul that we might glorify you now and forever.  Amen
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