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BIBLE CLASS – September 15, 2004

Lesson 23 - The Book of Revelation 

Introduction & Outline - Handout # 1
Promise:  Heb 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and the marrow, and is a critic of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”   2 Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed (inspired by God) and profitable for doctrine (teaching), for reproof, for correction, and instruction in righteousness; (17) that the man of God might be mature (spiritually), thoroughly equipped for all good work (divine good done in the filling of the Holy Spirit).”     2 Tim 2:15 “Study (God’s Word) to show yourself approved unto God as a workman (believer living God’s Plan) who does not need to be ashamed, (at the evaluation seat of the Lord Jesus Christ) handling accurately the word of truth (applying the Word to your everyday living).” (NAS)

Warning: Rev 22:18-21 “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; (19) and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Tree of Life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.  (20) He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  (21) The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” 
Introduction: the book of Revelation is easily the most fascinating book in the Bible, because it gives a detailed description of the future.  Everyone is interested in what is going to happen to them and their loved ones after death; what will happen to the people of the earth, and what the future holds for this planet.  The Revelation not only answers all these questions but also gives them in great detail.  This book not only answers questions unknowable from any other source but as the first line informs us, it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ and how He really is today.  The Gospels in the beginning of the New Testament introduced Him as the “man of sorrows and familiar with suffering” during His incarnation (life as a man on earth).  Revelation presents Him in His true glory and majesty after His resurrection and ascension into heaven, never again to be reviled (criticized abusively), rebuked (censured or raked over the coals), and spat upon.  

The study of this wonderful book will warm your heart as you understand the true Christ and His ministry to the churches for the past two thousand years.  You will thrill to see numerous angels bowing before Him and singing His praises.  You will also view His dynamic triumph over Satan and all the forces of evil.

The book of Revelation makes it clear that Christ and Christians are the ultimate winners in the game of life.  In fact, a study of this book is essential for an all around view of the rest of Scripture.  It finishes God’s wonderful plan and purpose for His favorite creatures…the human race.

A proper understanding of this book will help you understand what God has in store for this world before it comes to pass, so you can prepare yourself and not be taken by surprise.  Note: please read the lesson, “Why Was I Created?” so you will have a basis for understanding this book.  It will also give you a confident faith when looking at political, social, and religious chaos that is occurring at present and that will eventually escalate.  Terrorism which is now a part of our lives will also get worse due to the intense anger and hatred of Satan who’s time is short.
The Book of Revelation deals mostly with prophecy and the future except for the first three chapters which deal with us, the Church Age believers.  It exposes Satan for the deceptive fraud that he is and the fact that he is the archenemy of mankind.  Satan has tried his hardest to stop God’s plan and to discredit God’s Word but especially to discredit this book.  The last thing he wants is for people to become aware of Christ’s majesty, Satan’s treachery, and the Christian’s final triumph when Satan’s cosmic world system ultimately fails!

I want you to realize a proper understanding of Revelation so you will be motivated as Christians to daily dedicate your lives to God’s Word and service to and for our Lord.  Your love for Christ will increase greatly and so will your compassion for those who are lost and who will suffer a terrible plight in the Tribulation because of their rejection of Christ.  

Historical background: the book is also the history of the world from the time John, the Apostle, wrote it until the end of the world.   It was written approximately in 96 A.D. under the Roman Republic and the reign of Domitian.  It was written on the Isle of Patmos, a volcanic island eight miles long and four miles wide off the coast of modern Turkey used to imprison enemies of Rome.  (Rev 1:9) 
The Writer and Date: its human author the Apostle, John, also wrote the Gospel of John and the three Epistles of John.  At approximately age 70, he came to the Roman province of Asia (Turkey) around 70 A.D. after the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem by the Roman ruler Titus as predicted by Christ in Matt 24:1-2 “And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.  (2) And He answered and said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be torn down."  
John was the pastor of the church at Ephesus (in Asia Minor/Turkey today) and established a base of operation in Ephesus.  He was the pastor of the seven churches listed in Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation…a circuit ministry, which means his home base was Ephesus (the entire last half of the first century) and from there he went around to the other six churches teaching them also as their pastor through his writings and presence.  
In 96 A.D., he was banished to Patmos by Roman ruler, Domitian (91 – 96 A.D.), an extremely evil man who destroyed many Christians and who died within the year of sentencing the Apostle to Patmos so John was released from his exile but not before he wrote the Revelation.  John was preserved by God because his work was not yet finished.  After writing the Revelation, he continued to pastor the churches until, as tradition has it, he died of old age, the only one of the apostles to do so.
Spiritual Blessing of Revelation: 
1. A special blessing is promised to those who read this book (Rev 1:3).  There is blessing in studying any portion of Scripture, but this is the only book that promises special blessing for those who read and hear its words.  Remember the book closes with a restatement of this blessing for those who, in addition to reading and obeying the Word, also “keep it” (Rev 22:7).  

2. It reveals God’s wonderful PLAN for the future so you will not be taken unaware of events that unfold today.

3. This book gives clearer detail concerning Bible prophecy than any other book in the Bible.  For example, John describes the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ in Rev 19; the governmental operation of the man of sin, the terrible events of the Tribulation Period, the ultimate end of Satan, the future glorification of the Church (we believers today), the future position of the saints, and the city Christ is preparing for His Church.  

4. This book completes the circle of Bible truths.  The Word of God predictably reveals the superb planning and organization of its contents.  The book completes the Truths begun in Genesis and in other passages of Scripture.  Here are some examples:
· Genesis shows humanity’s beginning in beautiful paradise.

· Revelation shows the wonderful paradise to come.

· Genesis 3-4 shows how human beings lost a chance to eat of the Tree of Life.

· Revelation 22:2 shows that man will yet eat of that tree.

· Genesis 3-4 tells of man’s first rebellion against God.

· Revelation promises an end to humanity’s rebellion against God.

· Genesis records the first murderer, drunkard, and rebel.

· Revelation 21:27 promises a city (heaven) where “nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
· Genesis 3-4 reveals the tragic sorrow that resulted from sin.

· Revelation 21:4 promises, “God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”

· Genesis 4:8 records the first death.

· Revelation 21:4 promises that “there will be no more death.”

· Genesis 3:15-18 shows the beginning of the curse.

· Revelation 22:3 shows the curse lifted.

· Genesis 3:1-18 introduces the devil for the first time as the tempter of man.

· Revelation 20:10 shows the final doom of Satan.

· Genesis 3:15 promises that Satan’s head will be bruised.

· Revelation 19:20 shows Satan bruised and defeated.

· Genesis 3:1-5 shows Satan’s first attempt at discrediting God’s Word when he lied to Eve about what God said about death if she eats from the forbidden tree.

· Revelation 22:19 promises a curse on all such infidels who detract form God’s Word.

Suggestions for Study and Review:
· Knowledge of dispensations is absolutely necessary to understand the Revelation.  Please review previous dispensational lessons that I taught you:
1. Lesson 16: History of the Human Race/Age of the Gentiles.

2. Lesson 17: History of the Human Race/Age of Israel.

3. Lesson 18: History of the Human Race/Hypostatic Union.

4. Lesson 20: History of the Human Race/Church Age.

Note:  I have all of these lessons if you need them…just ask.

· Follow the dispensational outline of the key verse of Rev 1:19 commanded by Christ when He said “write therefore…”
A. “What you have seen” – the vision in Chapter 1.

B. “What is now” – Chapter 2 & 3, (the Church Age).

C. “What will take place later” – Chapter 4 through 22 the end.  This history follows the Rapture of the Church (Rev 4:1).
· Warning about the symbols in Revelation: the Revelation is called the Apocalypse in Greek.  Apocalypse means the “unveiling” and is meant to be understood.  However, the apocalyptic style requires heavy use of symbols.  These symbols save a thousand words by presenting a Biblical concept in picture form.  Many symbols are interpreted in the book itself; others are found elsewhere in the Scripture or in historical background.  Symbols must be seen from Biblical context and their historical setting.  Some examples follow:
1. The Seven Lampstands of Rev 1:12 are the seven churches (Rev 1:20).
2. The Seven Stars of Rev 1:16 are seven messengers or pastors of the seven churches.

3. The Sharp Two-edged Sword of Rev 1:16 is the Word of God (Heb 4:12).
4. The Woman Clothed with the Sun, Moon, and Stars of Rev 12:1 is the nation Israel as seen in Gen 37:9-11.  Notice that Joseph’s family knew what these symbols meant.

5. The Great Red Dragon of Rev 12:3 is identified as Satan (Rev 12:9).
6. The Seven Heads and Ten Horns of Rev 12:3, seen again in connection with the Antichrist (Rev 13:1), are identified in Rev 17:9-12 as the final Gentile Empire, the revived Roman Empire.

7. The Great Whore of Rev 17:3-4 is apostate religion (Rev 17:5-6) centered in a city (Rev 17:18).
Note:  the danger with symbols is “interpreting” them in light of what that symbol may represent in modern times, leading to some wild and far out “hidden meanings” which are false!

       Memorize the seven Beatitudes or blessings of Revelation:
1. Blessing for teaching, studying, and obeying Revelation (Rev 1:3).
2. Blessing for martyrs (Rev 14:13). 

3. Blessing to those who are awake, keeping their robes pure (confession and daily study of the Word) (Rev 16:15).
4. Blessing to those invited to the Marriage Feast (Rev 19:9).
A. Friends of the Bridegroom (Old Testament saints) (John 3:29).
B. Friends of the Bride (Tribulational saints. (Matt 25:1-10).
5. Blessing to those in the first resurrection (believers of all    dispensations (Rev 20:6).
6. Blessing to those in the Tribulation who apply doctrines of Revelation. (Rev 22:7).
7. Blessing to those who wash their robes by faith in Jesus Christ (regeneration, salvation) (Rev 22:14).    

· Most of Revelation unfolds chronologically except for Chapters 12 and 17.  It is easier to understand this wonderful book of you expect it to fall into chronological sequence.  You must realize that the seal judgments of Chapter 6 happen in the first quarter of the Tribulation and the trumpet judgments of Chapters 8 and 9 happen in the second quarter of the Tribulation.  The bowl judgments of Chapter 16 happen in the last half or the last three-and-a-half years of the Tribulation.  Everything else has to be studied in the context of the period with which it coincides.  
Outline of Revelation 
Key Verse of Revelation: Revelation 1:19 is the key verse that unlocks the door to the entire outline of the book.  It is further evidence of the threefold division of this great book.  John was expressly told by Christ to "Write therefore…

     1. “What you have seen
   2. What is now

   3. And what will take place later.” 
I.  CHAPTER 1 - The Christ of the Church Age. “…what you have seen…”  
The Introduction: The glorified Christ reveals Himself to John on Patmos. Rev 1:1-20
II. CHAPTER 2 & 3 - The Christ of the Churches. “…what is now…”  These are the seven churches of Asia of which John was pastor in existence at the time of the writing of Revelation.  As we will see shortly, these seven churches represent characteristics that exist throughout the Church Age and historical trends of the Church Age.  This is Christ’s message to His churches:
1. Church of Ephesus the Apostolic church (A.D. 30-100) Rev 2:1-7.
2. Church of Smyrna the Persecuted church (A.D. 100-313) Rev 2:8-11.
3. Church of Pergamum the State church (A.D. 313-590) Rev 2:12-17.
4. Church of Thyatira the Papal church (A.D. 590-1517) Rev 2:18-29.
5. Church of Sardis the Reformed church (A.D. 1517-1790) Rev 3:1-6.
6. Church of Philadelphia the Missionary church (A.D. 1730-1900) Rev 3:7-13.
7. Church of Laodicea the Apostate church (A.D. 1900- ) Rev 3:14-22.
III. CHAPTER 4 - Christ and the Tribulation. “...and what will take place later.”  
· Having dealt with the Church Age in Chapters 2 & 3, John is commanded to deal with human history following the Rapture or Resurrection Exit of the Church.  
· John caught up in heaven. 
· The Church in Heaven.  
This chapter prepares for the Tribulational judgments. Rev 4.  
 CHAPTER 5
· Christ receives glory in heaven.  

· The Lamb of God/the Lion of Judah. 

This chapter also prepares for the Tribulational judgments. Rev 4.  

      CHAPTER 6 – 18 
· The Great Tribulation period.  The most extended passage of Revelation deals with the seven years of the restoration of Israel and the judgments on the earth.  
· This age is the “time of wrath” in 1 Thess 1:10 and 5:9; the “70th week of Daniel” in Dan 9:24-27; the in Jer “time of Jacob’s trouble” 30:1-8; and “the time of tribulation coming on the whole earth” in Rev 3:10.
Chapter 6:
The Seven Seals of History Opened.

Chapter 7: 
The Sealing of the 144,000 Jewish Evangelists for 



Tribulational evangelism.

Chapter 8:
The Seven Trumpet Judgments and their basis.
Chapter 9:
The Seven Trumpets Blown.

Two End-time Invasions.

Chapter 10:
The Vision of the little scroll. 



Feeding on the Word of God. 

Angelic Herald of the Second Advent.

Chapter 11:
The Herald of the Two Prophets (witnesses).



Tribulational Evangelism.




The Vision of the glorious appearing of Christ.

Chapter 12:
The Seven Personages of the Tribulation.




The fall of the Dragon, Satan.

Chapter 13:
The Antichrist and the False Prophet.




The Devil’s Triangle.

Chapter 14:
The 144,000 Jews at the Second Advent and the

                             
Bloodshed of Armageddon.




Harvest of Faith/Vintage of Wrath.
Chapter 15:
The Seven Bowls.



Prelude of Final Judgments.
Chapter 16:
The Seven Bowls of Doom.

Bowls Opened for Judgment/the worst.
Chap 17-18: 
Babylon the Whore (Religion and Commercialism).



Babylon destroyed by God.

        CHAPTER 19 - Christ and the Future.  


· Christ’s marriage to His Church Rev 19:1-10.
· Christ’s glorious appearing Rev 19:11-21.
      CHAPTER 20 - Christ and the Future.  

· Christ’s millennial kingdom Rev 20:1-11.
The Millennial Reign of the Lord Jesus Christ for 1000 years.

1. Perfect environment.
2. Satan bound a thousand years Rev 20:1-3. 
3. Resurrection of believers Rev 20:4-6.
4. Satan loosed to test man’s will Rev 20:7-9.
5. The Gog Revolution at the end of the Millennium.
6. Satan suppressed and doomed Rev 20:10.
7. Great White Throne Judgment.  Christ’s judgment of unbelievers Rev 20:11-15.
      CHAPTER 21 & 22 -The Eternal State of Heaven and Conclusion. 

· The destruction of planet earth & its universe Rev 21:1.
· Christ’s creation of new things Rev 21:1-22:7.
1. New heaven and earth Rev 21:1-2.
2. New conditions for men. Rev 21:3-8.
3. New Jerusalem Rev 21:9-27.
4. New Paradise Rev 22:1-8.
· Christ’s last message Rev 22:8-21.
End of first section of study.
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