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BIBLE CLASS – September 15, 2004

Lesson 23a - The Book of Revelation Chapter 1 - Part 1 - Handout # 2

Chapter One - Handout # 2
The Vision on Patmos
There is much confusion today about the Revelation.  It is a great loss to the Church (believers) that this book is passed over as without significance or as a book that “no one understands” or “can’t understand.”  Much of the error is due to a lack of understanding of the first chapter.  Here we find the answers to most, if not all, of the false views of this great book.
I will use the following abbreviations: 

LJC for the Lord Jesus Christ

POG for the Plan of God

RFOG for the Royal Family of God
Purpose of the Book - Rev 1:1-3
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave Him (Jesus) to make known to His bond-servants (all Church Age believers), the things which must shortly take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, (2) who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he (John) saw.  (3) Blessed is (Happiness to) he who reads (Pastor) and those who hear the words (students or congregation) of the prophecy, and obey (guard) (winner believers) the things which are written in it; for the time is near (to apply what you are learning) (immanent).”

1.  Reveal Jesus Christ.  The word “revelation” is from the Greek APO (away from) and KALUPTO (a veil or cover).  Therefore, the object of the book is to unveil or reveal many things, the most important being the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Luke 2:32 He is called “A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel."  In this book, Jesus Christ is revealed as the focus as well as the one who controls the course of history.  He is HIStory!  This revelation is after His Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension/His battlefield Royalty and victory over Satan.  
2.  Reveal the Course of History.  To all his royal family of Church Age believers who are totally dependant on God’s grace and plan in the Satan’s world system.  It reveals or uncovers to believers the Lord Jesus’ tactical victory to come at the Second Advent.  God the Father, who is the author of the plan of salvation, gave this revelation to our Lord to show Church Age believers the course of history from the time of the Apostle John to the end of time in chronological sequence.  The phrase “what is to take place later…” is misunderstood to mean things which happened in John’s time.  But the same words are found in 22:6, after John is shown things from the eternal state (22:1-22:5).  So we know that by this phrase God is simply reminding us that our life is really very short and His meaning here means these things can take place at any time so use the time wisely and make positive decisions to live the plan God has for your life. James 4:14 “Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are (just) a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.”     2 Pet 3:8 “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 
3.  Finish the Testimony of John.  This message was sent by God the Apostle John by a teaching angel (cf. 22:9).  This is the same John who “bore witness to the Word of God.”  John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  (2) He was in the beginning with God.  (3) All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”    I John 1:1-4 “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life (Lord, Jesus Christ) (2) and the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us (3) what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.  (4) And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.”  Two things are unique about the character of this book.  First, the angel “communicated” or “signified” it to John.  The word use here in the Greek is SEMEION and means to give a signal or sign.  The lessons of the book are taught in symbols.  Second, John “saw” the book visually and recorded “all that he saw.”  The Revelation is a picture-book based on the rest of the Word of God.  The signs and symbols of the book are found elsewhere in Scripture.  So we see that Revelation is a book for positive believers, people who love the Word of God and study it in depth from front to back under a pastor/teacher.  Superficial study is the greatest cause of misunderstanding the book.
4.  Bless Those Who Teach and Study.  Obviously God does not offer a blessing to those who understand if no one is capable of understanding!  So God is telling us right there that the book is understandable…He is NOT the author of confusion!  The blessing is to the pastor (“he who reads”) and the congregation or student (“he who hears”) who both understand and obey its teachings (“heed the things which are written in it”).  The book of Revelation involves seven blessings (as noted earlier in the introduction).  This book promises spiritual happiness and blessing to those who take the time and study to receive its truths.

Principles from verses 1-3:
A. Happiness can only exist in the plan of God.

B. Living the plan of God produces virtue and virtue produces happiness.

C. Our volition is the issue in the Angelic conflict.  

D. We are the products of our own decisions.

E. Positive decisions for the plan of God bring personal happiness.  Negative decisions for the plan of God bring personal unhappiness.
F. It takes humility to be a servant to Christ.

G. Being a servant to God the Father and Jesus Christ means a life full of meaning, purpose, blessing, and happiness.

H. Being a servant means benefiting from God’s power, authority, grace, and courtesy.  There is no disgrace in being a servant as long as you’re a servant for the right thing.

I. Man’s volition creates his environment not the reverse.  
J. We are not the products of our environment; we are the products of our own decisions.
The Author of the Book - Rev 1:4-8
“John… (Though John acts as the secretary, the author is God Himself (the Lord Jesus Christ) 1 Cor 2:12-16 “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God, (13) which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual (words).  (14) But a natural man (unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  (15) But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.  (16) For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  

John anticipated historical trends in all these churches.  John is writing to those who would pastor those churches in the future.  He is not writing to himself but to future pastors throughout the Church Age including today!

Some background on John is that his father was Zebedee, owner of a great fishing fleet.  His family was wealthy.  His mother was Salome who followed Jesus all the way to the cross. Mark 15:40 “And there were also {some} women looking on from a distance, among whom {were} Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome.”     Matt 20:20-24 “Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Him with her sons, bowing down, and making a request of Him.  (21) And He said to her, ‘What do you wish?’ She said to Him, ‘Command that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, one on your right and one on your left.’  (22) But Jesus answered and said, ‘You do not know what you are asking for. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?’ They said to Him, ‘We are able.’  (23) He said to them, ‘My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father.’  (24) And hearing this, the ten became indignant with the two brothers.”  John was very close friends with Peter and Paul and these three were the greatest Apostles.  John remained in Jerusalem 15 years and a pillar in the church in Jerusalem.  John’s brother James died a martyr during Herod Agrippa’s reign.  After the death of Mary, Jesus’ mother, John was released from his responsibility to care for her and left Jerusalem. John 19:26-27 “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’  (27) Then He said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own household.”  John survived until the reign of Trajan in A.D. 98-117 and could have lived to over 100 years old.  Both Ireneus and Jerome wrote that John continued his ministry in Ephesus until the time of Trajan.  He was so old he had to be carried to church to preach.

…to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace (prosperity), from Him who is (the glorified Lord Jesus Christ seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven – Session) and who was (Lord Jesus Christ/Eternal God with all the 10 characteristics of the essence of the Triune God) and who is to come (Second Advent or Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ)(in the Greek it means that it is so certain that we can look at it as having already happened!); and from the seven Spirits (7 ministries of God the Holy Spirit) (Jesus is given the 7 spirits – Isa 11:1-2 – a power system) who are before His throne (Lord Jesus Christ at the right hand of God the Father) (the Lord Jesus Christ is the focal point of history and He controls history);… 
In the verse 4 John sends greetings from the Godhead.  Grace always precedes peace and prosperity, because only when we receive the provisions of grace do we have peace with God.  Rom 5:1 “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…”
From God the Father.  The preposition “from” speaks of ultimate source.   The “Him” here is the eternal God, who is timeless and eternal.  It is God’s desire that through the grace of the cross mankind might experience true and eternal peace.

From God the Son.  Here Christ is revealed as Prophet (faithful witness), Priest (“firstborn” speaks of the Old Testament right of the firstborn, which was the right of priesthood, inheritance, and rule), and King (ruler of kings of the earth).  He is the one “always loving us” (the present participle shows eternal love) who “released us once for all” from our sins.  By faith in Him we are made a “Royal Priesthood.”  1 Pet 2:5-9 “…you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  (6) For (this) is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone and he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.  (7) This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner stone’ (8) and, ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word and to this (doom) they were also appointed.  (9) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for (God's) own possession, that you may proclaim the Excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…”  This same Christ will return and reign forever (cf. Dan 7:13 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.”) (Zech 12:10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.”  Zech 13:6 “And one will say to him, 'What are these wounds between your arms?' Then he will say, '(Those) with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.' “
From God the Holy Spirit.  The “seven Spirits” here speak of the completeness and fullness of the Holy Spirit.  The number seven means completeness.  This figure is taken from the Old Testament in Isa 11:1-2 “Then a shoot (first advent of the LJC) will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from His roots will bear fruit (LJC in the filling of the Holy Spirit on earth).  (2) And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel (Plan of God) and strength (virtue), the Spirit of knowledge and the fear (respect) of the Lord.”     

The following are the seven Spirits of ministry:

A. Spirit of the Lord Jesus – His power system while in hypostatic union on earth…the God/Man.  He derived all His power from the Holy Spirit.

B. Spirit of Wisdom – Application ministry of Bible doctrine learned.

C. Spirit of Understanding/Perception – teaching of the Word ministry of the Holy Spirit.

D. Spirit of Plan and Purpose – Plan of God in its entirety ministry.

E. Spirit of Virtue – ministry of Christian way of life through priesthood and ambassadorship.  This is functional virtue.

F. Spirit of knowledge of historical trends – ministry of objective reality.

G. Spirit of Respect and Honor – motivational virtue/social life with God and occupation with Christ in everything the believer does.

It is the task of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Son. John 16:13-14 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  (14) He shall glorify me; for He shall take of mine, and shall disclose it to you.”   (Rev 3:1).  He is seen in Rev 4:5 and 5:6 in connection with the Son.
…(5) and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness (the dependable, true witness who presents true evidence of God, God’s Plan, God’s power, and hope for all of us), the first-born of the dead (physical death then Resurrection), and the ruler of the kings of the earth (the ruler of all mankind especially those in authority - kings)….

Principles:
A. Humility is necessary to learn.

B. Enforced humility is necessary to teach children to obey and be trained for civilized life.  It also applies to self-discipline for life.  

C. You must have respect for authority in all areas of life.  This does not require liking the person in authority…it is the office of the one in authority that we must respect no matter who is in office!  We must be humble and use impersonal/unconditional love.

D. Parental authority is the first authority in life.

E. God the Father’s plan is organized humility.

F. LJC was totally humble and came to earth as the God/Man in servitude!  He never wanted to be “top-man.”  He came only to do the will of the Father and bring salvation to mankind.

G. Arrogance can only be restrained by enforced and genuine humility and of course the Holy Spirit who restrains great evil everyday in the Church Age.

H. LJC was the firstborn from the dead.  That is His physical death followed Resurrection and He was the First.  This denotes privileges of firstborn.  The LJC as the Firstborn has ruler-ship of Israel and the Church.  He also has Priesthood…our High Priest of the Church Age.  He also had a double portion inheritance…spiritual inheritance as ruler of Israel and the Church throughout the millennium and forever.

I. Since all believers in the Church Age are in Christ, we share in His inheritance as first born.

J. However, only spiritually mature believers…winners…invisible heroes…have full privileges of first born.

K. Scriptures for first born: Rom 8:28-29; Col 1:15, 18; Heb 12:23.
L. Through Resurrection, Ascension and Session our LJC won a Royal patent or title as ruler which supercedes Satan as the ruler of the world.

M. In Matt 4:8 Satan tempted the LJC with ruler-ship of the world but He refused because He knew He would rule after His strategic victory on the Cross.  LJC won!

N. When mankind has exhausted his resources on earth…when everything has been tried or attempted, when this happens, the Second Advent will occur.  The LJC has allowed man in his arrogance to try it all to make it perfect here on earth but man failed!!! So the LJC comes and will prove them all failures and restore the earth for His millennial rule.

O. A major principle is this…every system of government and every human idea that is opposed to Truth and is divorced from Truth has a dead end called degeneracy.  Man without God is hopeless, helpless and useless!

P. Satan will not give up without a great struggle (Rev 17:14).  He will continue to wage war against the Lamb until the end.

Q. You will see in Rev 19:15-16 that the LJC deals with degeneracy with judgment.  He is NOT a pacifist when it comes to judgment.  He will rule with a rod of iron and trample everyone who opposes Him into the earth and kill them by the hundred thousands!

R. Through warfare the LJC comes to establish His patent of nobility.  He establishes it the way they all have in history…through warfare. 

S. The LJC’s government is established through military victory, the stage of the Armageddon campaign of Rev 16.

T. Only violence and death on the battlefield will pave the way of our LJC’s millennial reign and perfect environment will be established by armament NOT disarmament.

U. Good government can only be maintained by good military establishment and law enforcement.  

V. Freedom can only be purchased by military victory.

W. Warfare is historically the only way to right wrongs until the Second Advent of the LJC.  Wrongs are increased and intensified through disarmament.  The old sin nature is to blame as well as Satan’s rebellion.  The old sin nature must be regulated en masse by force.  This includes warfare against crime…law enforcement.

X. Therefore, certain things in divine establishment exist in our nation to maintain freedom.  They are:

a. Universal military training.

b. Mobility plans with good general staff.

c. Strong military industrial base for logistical support of deployed military.

d. Great civil and military leadership.

e. Strategical and practical plans

…To Him who loves us (with a perfect, true eternal love) (He loves all Church Age believers as God and as Man), and released us from our sins by His blood (spiritual death for 3 hours on the cross – Redemption, Reconciliation, Propitiation, and Justification)…,
Principles of God’s Love from verse 5:
A. God is love and always will be love.  His love doesn’t increase or decrease; grow or diminish.  There is no emotion involved with God’s love.  His love is not self-promoted or self-indulgent.  It is free from hypocrisy and human merit.  The three categories of God’s love are toward all three members of the Trinity, mankind and His policy or plan.

B. God’s love is directed toward man objectively (impersonal toward unbelievers and believers) and subjectively (personal toward believers).

C. His love toward His policy or plan is explained through anthropopathisms which ascribe to God human characteristics He does not possess in order to clarify His divine policy in terms of human language.  Rom 9:13 “Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’ 
D. God’s love toward Himself and the other members of the Trinity are on the basis of His integrity.  He loves His own integrity (righteousness and justice) and He loves the same integrity in the Son and Holy Spirit.  So when the believer becomes justified through faith in Christ He received the righteousness of Christ (+R) and God loves His own integrity and righteousness wherever it is found!  So God loves the believer!

E. God’s love for the believer is in 3 phases:

a. Phase 1 – Salvation and his love is personal and impersonal.

b. Phase 2 – believer in time has God’s personal and impersonal.

c. Phase 3 – believer in eternity has God’s personal only.

F.  Impersonal love is directed toward the entire human race. John 3:16   

a. In phase 1 (salvation) the unbeliever has God’s impersonal love.

b. In Phase 1 (salvation) the believer has His personal love because he possesses God’s righteousness (+R) at the moment of salvation.

c. In phase 2 (time) the believer can have God’s personal love if he abides in His Plan or the believer can have God’s impersonal love when he does not obey.  This is because God’s love is conditional and directed toward few.

  G. Verse 5 emphasizes God’s impersonal love.

…(6) and He brought about for us a royal power as priests to God even His Father (royal power and the way believers approach God through our royal priesthood; filling of the Spirit through “rebound” or confession and prayer); to Him belongs the glory (we glorify Christ by residing and functioning faithfully in His Plan and by being constantly in the filling of the Spirit) and the power (ruling power here/force and strength, superior power through God the Holy Spirit) forever and ever. Amen (Amen means you believe the doctrine you just learned)…

Principles on Power & Priesthood from verse 6

A. God has given all believers a royal power that commands the believer to be aware of the logistical grace he receives perpetually since the moment of his salvation to fulfill God’s plan.

B. As individuals facing this power we must recognize its existence in humility because this power is greater than all our talents and any human power that we have.

C. This power strengthens the believer and gives him motivation and momentum in studying God’s Word, living, and applying His plan to our daily living.

D. Cosmic power the alternative to divine power neutralizes our abilities and lives.  It will destroy everything you have.

E. We approach this royal power through our priesthood which is directed toward God and invisible.  It gives us wisdom regarding God’s personal plan for our lives…spiritual growth.

F. We also have our ambassadorship which is visible towards man in regards to applying the Word in our lives…servitude and witnessing.

G. The origin of the royal priesthood is the Baptism of God the Holy Spirit which puts us in union with the LJC at salvation.  This baptism regenerates us into children of God.  It is the entrance into sharing the inheritance of Christ.  This is the beginning event of the Church Age.

H. As a priest before God you have these characteristics.

a. Filling of the Spirit.

b. Study of the Word.

c. Praise/worship.

d. Academic discipline. 

e. Objectivity in learning the Word. 

f. Prayer Heb 13:18.
I. Our LJC was appointed our High Priest in the order of Melchizedek (Read Heb 7) at His birth.  Heb 5:5-10 “So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest, but He (Father) who said to Him, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee’; (6) just as He says also in another passage ‘Thou art a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek.’  (7) In the days of His flesh (LJC as a man on earth), He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One (Father) able to save Him from death (spiritual death taking our sins in His body on the cross), and He was heard because of His piety. (8) Although He was a Son, He (LJC) learned obedience from the things which He suffered.  (9) And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him (believers) the source of eternal salvation, (10) being designated by God as a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek.”
 J. As our High Priest He intercedes for us in heaven.  He is our defense attorney because all sin was judged at the cross.  He is our defense on the basis that we are family and now all sin issues are family matters settled by our LJC.  We are His priests and He our High Priest.

 K. Royal priesthood does not minister in shadows pointing to the First Advent as the Old Testament priests did.  We as priests point to the reality which followed the First Advent including the historical trends of our nation…as goes the believer (positive or negative to God) so goes the nation (blessing or cursing from God).

 L. Our royal priesthood is not hereditary as the Old Testament priesthood was but ours is spiritual through regeneration.

 M. LJC was appointed forever to be our High Priest through the divine decrees.  Heb 5:6 “…just as He says also in another passage "Thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”  God the decreed it and it came with a divine oath. Heb 7:21 “(for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, "The Lord has sworn And will not change His mind, 'Thou art a priest forever'").

N. By His appointment as High Priest, He established a precedent for all spiritual life in the Plan of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. 1 Pet 2:4-5 “And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, (5) you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

Principles of Historical Trends (In a separate paper see the more extensive Doctrine of Historical Trends):
A. The LJC controls history.

B. Historical Trends are determined by believers in the Church Age as whether they will reside in the Plan of God or the cosmic system of Satan.

C. There are no tragedies in history only disasters because of the decisions of mankind.

D. People, individually or collectively, are the products of their own decisions.

E. Arrogant people and nations only see the inconsistencies of others but never their own.

F. In the world, the demand for power must never exceed the need for power, however, that is exactly how it is now.

G. People and nations never see the evil results of their cosmic involvement.

H. Without Truth there is no freedom.

I. When people emphasize peace and security, they lose freedom and Truth and the byproducts of them such as prosperity and self-determination.  Slavery is the alternative.  Tyranny results.  Jer 6:13-14 “For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for gain and from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely.  (14) And they have healed the brokenness of my people superficially, saying, 'Peace, peace,' but there is no peace.”  Downtrends of history occur because of the negative volition toward God’s Word and Plan…disaster results.  Uptrends of history occur because of positive volition toward God’s Word and Plan.

… (7) Behold (remember), He is coming (Second Advent as future and key for future history – a sure thing!), with the clouds (See Doctrine of the Clouds below) and every eye (every human being alive at the Second Advent) will see Him, even those who pierced Him (Zech 12:10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for Him as one grieves for a firstborn son.”) (Applies to unbelievers at the Second Advent); and all the tribes (Jewish Tribes) of the earth will mourn over Him (prophetic description of Israel with regret and grief; personal, historical, and national…see (2 Chron 35:22-27) (deep sorrow over the rejection of Jesus). Even so, Amen…  
Doctrine of the Clouds from verse 7
1. The LJC said in this verse in Rev 1 that He is coming back in the clouds at the Second Advent to avenge Himself and stop all the bloodshed and devastation of the Tribulation.  Acts 1:9-11 “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. (10) And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; (11) and they also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.’ "  Matt 24:30 “…and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”
2. Clouds are used literally in Scripture and clouds are used figuratively as well.  Clouds are used to portray or show great armies or masses of people in the Bible.  

3. A figurative examples of clouds are in Jer 4:13 (“Behold, he goes up like clouds, and his chariots like the whirlwind; His horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us, for we are ruined!") and in Heb 12:1 (“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us…”) and in Rev 1:7 “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen”
4. Clouds symbolize a time of catastrophe, divine judgment, and a time of doom especially for anti-Semites.   Ezek 30:3 “For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near; it will be a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.”  Ezek 34:12 “As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.”  A time of awe, fear and trembling.  Clouds of doom and darkness…the judgment and doom of nations.

5. Clouds are used for the accumulation of a lifetime of sinning.  They are used in an analogy of the cleansing of sin. Isa 44:22 “I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you."  
6. Clouds are used in the Bible for transitory things, things that are here today and gone tomorrow.  Prosperity is transitory.  Prosperity is only significant in times of prosperity not in times of depression.  Job 30:15 “Terrors are turned against me, they pursue my honor as the wind, and my prosperity has passed away like a cloud.”  

7. Clouds are used to symbolize fleeting integrity. Hosea 6:4 “What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? For your loyalty is like a morning cloud, and like the dew which goes away early.”
8. Clouds hid the glory of the Lord, God.  Clouds are used to portray the presence of God. Acts 1:9 “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.”  You see the cloud not God, like Moses in Exo 16:10 and 33:9; Num 11:25, Job 22:14, Psalms 18:11-12 and Isa 19:1.
9. Cloud formations represent the power and wisdom of God. Psalms 147:8 “Who covers the heavens with clouds, who prepares rain for the earth, who makes grass to grow on the mountains.”   Prov 8:27-28 “I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, (28) when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep…”
10. Clouds are used to illustrate the ignorance of man and his need for divine revelation.  Job 37:15-16 “Do you know how God establishes them, and makes the lightning of His cloud to shine?  (16) Do you know about the layers of the thick clouds, the wonders of one perfect in knowledge…?”   Job 38:37 “Who can count the clouds by wisdom, or tip the water jars of the heavens…”
11. Clouds are used to portray false teachers.  2 Pet 2:17 “These men are springs without water and clouds driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them.”
12. Clouds without rain or water illustrate human promises without fulfillment, like heat in a drought…the malfunction of human integrity. Jude 1:10-12 “But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.  (11) Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.  (12) These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted…”  They represent people virtue, Bible doctrine or integrity and the resultant instability from living in the cosmic system. 
13. There are three heavens: 

a. The atmosphere (ours).

b. Celestial space.

c. The third heaven…God’s abode.

… (8) ‘I am the Alpha (perpetual deity of the LJC as eternal God) and the Omega (LJC in the Hypostatic Union as the eternal God/Man who is impeccable and who controls all of human history),’ says the Lord God (LJC in His Omega glory), "who is (at the right hand of God the Father in heaven/ the God/Man LJC) (eternal God) and who was (Lord Jesus Christ/Eternal God with all the 10 characteristics of the essence of the Triune God) and who is to come (Second Advent or Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ) (in the Greek it means that it is so certain that we can look at it as having already happened!), the Almighty (the omnipotent, powerful total ruler in His Alpha and Omega glory…total sovereign).’ “

Principles of the Alpha and the Omega verse 8
1. Alpha is the first letter in the Greek alphabet and is the designation of our Lord’s deity.  It is related to His divine essence, His perfect integrity (righteousness and justice), and the fact that He is the Creator of the world none of which was compromised by His incarnation…hypostatic union.  In His Alpha glory the LJC is eternal God.
2. Omega is the last letter in the Greek alphabet and refers to the LJC’s hypostatic union.  The Omega glory of Christ refers to His first advent of which most Jews rejected.  This was the cause of all holocausts concerning the Jews (i.e. Spain and Torquemada and WWII holocaust just to name two).  Omega represents the fact that He has come to earth.  He did so through the virgin birth in hypostatic union,  impeccable, went to the cross, died and was resurrected, ascended, and was seated at the right hand of the Father in heave at His session where He received His Omega glory!  In His Omega glory the LJC has the title of the Son of David and a third royal title of nobility, the King of kings and Lord of lords.
3. This Omega glory of the LJC indicates that He controls history.  The Church Age is a dead spot as far as prophecy is concerned.  It is the historical dispensation controlled by the LJC and in which the royal family of God is being formed to return with Him at the Second Advent.
4. The first advent of Christ is fulfilled and now history.  The Second Advent of the LJC is the center of all eschatology and will be preceded by the Rapture or Resurrection of the Church, the Tribulation, and followed by the Millennium (period of perfect environment on earth) for 1000 years.  The Second Advent is our focal point as the first advent was the focal point of the Old Testament believers.

5. The LJC is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob from His Alpha glory.  Therefore, the Jews have certain privileges as a race since they are the first pure race of history (no longer is there in existence a pure race).  Abraham is the father of the Jewish race.  The fact that the Jews were put into slavery for 400 years prepared them through self-discipline, humility, and character building to exist as a future client/nation to God.  From 1440 B.C. to 70 A.D. they were His client/priest/nation.  It took the worst time to bring out the best in the Jews.

6. The LJC is the key to understanding Israel.  Moses was the greatest leader in the history of the Jews.  One thing was missing…Jews rejected their prophets and leaders spiritually.  They chose security instead of God.  Paul was the last leader the Jews rejected before the destruction of Jerusalem by Vespasian and Titus.

7. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all recognized the Alpha and Omega glory whenever they said in ritual in Deut 6:4-6, “Shamah O Israel, Adonai Elohenu, Adonai Eckav.”  This translates to, “Hear O Israel, the Lord is God (Alpha glory of the all three persons…the Trinity), the Lord is unique (the Omega glory of God/Man JC) and you shall love your God.”

8. God always has shown Israel the relationships of the Alpha and Omega glories of LJC.  But Israel always looked for national deliverance instead of personal salvation!!!  They still do totally not understand what is happening to them like in all past generations of Israel they are in a stupor!  Isa 29:10, 13 “The Lord has brought over you a deep sleep: He has sealed your eyes (the prophets); he has covered your heads (the seers).” (13) The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.”   Deut 29:4 “Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, or eyes to see, or ears to hear.”  They are blinded because they rejected the Messiah when He came (Omega).
9. The Jews today are generally liberal in their thinking because they are security minded more than spiritually minded for Truth and they cannot interpret historical trends unless they are born again and learning Truth which they reject.  They just don’t get the historical trends of the Church Age they live in.  Ps 69:22-23 “May their table before them become a snare; and when they are in peace, may it become a trap.  (23) May their eyes grow dim so that they cannot see, and make their loins shake continually.”  The snare and the trap are theirs because of their rejection of the LJC. They can never understand spiritual food or what is happening today in history.
10. As a retribution for rejecting the Omega glory of the LJC, they are subjected to an occasional holocaust generated by Satan’s hatred of them and allowed by God to punish their rejection of Christ.  When the pivot of Jews is out of proportion with the number of Jews in the world today or anytime in the past, then comes a holocaust to the area where there is a concentration of them that do not believe in Jesus.  God always uses and evil nation, group of people (terrorists), or tyrant to destroy them!  They are products of their own decisions.
11. The stumbling block of Israel (the Omega glory of the LJC) = holocaust. Rom 11:11 “Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.”  
*Please read the lesson on the “Doctrine of Historical Trends” which I handed out to you separately so you will understand Revelation Chapters 2 and 3.
Brief Review and Explanation of Dispensations:
1. Abraham is the father of the Jewish race in the period of Patriarchs or the Age of the Gentiles which ended with 400 years of slavery for the Jews in Egypt.  The Jews left Egypt to go to their own land.  
2. Moses is the Father of the Jewish nation in the period of the nations or the Age of Israel.  This age is the age of ritual teaching of the coming of the Messiah and the specialized priesthood of the Tribes of Israel.

3. The Hypostatic Union is the period of the Son of God…the God/Man, Jesus Christ…true humanity and true deity on earth to save mankind through the redemption, reconciliation and propitiation…His work on the cross…a period of 33 years.
4. The Church Age interrupted the Age of Israel because the Jews rejected Christ as their Savior and the Jews were cut off.  All client/priest nations are now Gentile nations and the U.S. is the client nation today.

5. The Tribulation is the last seven years of the Age of Israel that they lost when the Church Age began.  It will resume after the Rapture of the Church.  Note: the Rapture is private for believer/priests only.  The Second Advent is public for everyone to see and will end the Tribulation.
6. The Millennium will begin right after the Second Advent and the LJC the King of kings and Lord of lords will reign for 1000 years on earth in perfect environment.
End of second section of study.
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