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BIBLE CLASS – June 2, 2005

Lesson 23f - The Book of Revelation - Part 7 –Chapter 5

The Book of Revelation – Chapter Five – Handout # 7

Introduction and Review
The object of this book is to finalize the Revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Word of God.  Chapter 5 stands in a crucial place, between the arrival of the church in heaven (Chapter 4) and the beginning of the Tribulation (Chapter 6).  Let us review to this point.
1. Chapter 1 reveals Christ in His resurrection glory, who holds the pastors (messengers) of the churches in His right hand, and who walks in the midst of the churches.  (See vs. 16 and 20).

2. Chapters 2 and 3 reveal His evaluation of conditions in the seven churches of Asia Minor to which John ministered as pastor to all seven churches.  In addition, these churches reveal historical trends or conditions of the Church Age due to the decision making on the part of the believers of each church scrutinized by our Savior.  Positive volition and spiritual growth meant up-trends in history.  Negative volition and little spiritual growth meant down-trends and divine punishment.

3. Chapter 4 deals with the throne and the throng in heaven.  John is “caught up” into heaven.  We have studied here the doctrine of the Rapture and the basis of welcome in heaven.

4. Now in Chapter 5 we see Jesus revealed as the “Lion of Judah,” the “Lamb of God,” who alone holds the rights of the “firstborn of God.”

Review of the 8 Things Seen in Heaven
We have so far studied 5 of the 8 things seen in heaven.  Chapter 5 will teach us the remaining 3.  Verse 1 introduces the sixth thing in heaven.  It is the “Doomsday Book of the Tribulation.” The 8 things are:

1. Trinity in heaven – Rev 4:2-3
2. The 24 angelic army staff officers - Rev 4:4
3. Two signs of judgment – Rev 4:5
4. The Church in total peace in heaven after the Rapture – Rev 4:6a
5. The Four angelic seraphs bear His Coat of Arms and  worship of the LJC – Rev 4:6b-11
6. The Doomsday book with the seven seals of historical trends of the Tribulation Rev 5:1-4
7. The Judge of the earth…the LJC – Rev 5:5-7

8. A new hymn of divine plan – Rev 5:8-14
The Doomsday book with the seven seals of historical trends of the Tribulation Rev 5:1-4
(1) Then I saw in the right hand of Him (God the Father) who sat on the throne a book written on both sides having been sealed with seven seals (this is the Doomsday Book of the Tribulation).
Note: the Church Age is the dispensation of the seven (7) Spirits.  The Tribulation is the dispensation of the seven (7) seals!  There is a tremendous difference and the most difficult period of the angelic conflict…the most intense period of history.  The Book is not released until the church (all believers of the Church Age) is in heaven.  Most of Revelation Chapters 6-18 is quoted from this Doomsday Book.
Principles:

1. Historical trends are determined by prophecy in the tribulation.  All are located in the Doomsday Book.  The Church Age is the dispensation of NO prophesy so it is the age of historical trends without prophesy and absolutely unique from all other dispensations in human history!  It is the only historical era in history where prophesy doesn’t dictate history.

2. Only during the Church Age are historical trends related exclusively to the decisions of believers so that the RFOG must take full responsibility for any peripheral disaster.

Revelation 5:1

3. In other dispensations historical trends are determined by prophesy and eschatology pertinent to that Age.

4. This is why in the Church Age only…as goes the believer so goes historical trends of the Client/nation.  In other countries it is even worse!

5. The decisions of the believers determine environment…environment does not determine decisions.

6. In other dispensations all human decisions were fed into the computer of divine decrees so that historical trends were programmed and the print out was prophesy.  The omniscience of God put in the computer every motive, action, decision of every person in that dispensation.  It was programmed in terms of the print out of prophesy and did not depend on the individual volition of believers.  Here’s an example: the desert wandering of the Jews when Moses brought them out of slavery in Egypt.  They were graced out but they were also warned by Moses in a prophesy that they would not enter into the Land!  In the dispensation of Israel, all the printouts of history were all prophesy.  The Bible was laid out prophetically for them.  It didn’t depend on their decisions…they were part of it yes, but as a group functional thing.  Now the Church Age is an entirely different thing.  Let’s look.  The omniscience of God feeds into the computer what believers decide (positive to POG or negative and in the cosmic system).  It always depends on where the believer resides…but NO prophesies.
7. Therefore, prophesy determines historical trends in every dispensation except the Church Age.

8. This is the only dispensation where the divine power system is the POG for the believer and where believers’ decisions regarding the POG effect it!
9. Therefore, again, only in the Church Age are historical trends related exclusively to decisions made by believers in any given generation without any reference to prophesy or doctrine of eschatology.  

10. In the Tribulation however, historical trends are determined by prophesy recorded in this sealed Doomsday Book!
The Library in Heaven
1. There are extensive books and records in heaven.  The library of heaven is the largest of all libraries of all time…and it is permanent.  The temple itself is a complete historical library.  It contains the following:

A. A series of volumes of books brought together under the name “Book of Life.”  It is the complete registry in time of everyone who ever lived.  In eternity it is a registry of believers only.  It also adds the new knighthood and titles of mature believers.

B. The pillars of the temple have biographies of mature believers of the Church Age on them.

C. Other records of other peoples of other dispensations are also present in the library of heaven.

D. Volumes of the “Books of Works” are present also.  These have complete records of every good deed accomplished by every unbeliever in history and at the last judgment, called the “Great White Throne Judgment,” these works of all unbelievers will be judged.  They will be judged because these unbelievers rejected the work of the LJC on the cross and relied instead on their own good works to get themselves into heaven.  Remember sin will NOT be judged because sin was judged on the cross through the LJC and the Law of Double Jeopardy applies here.

E. The Doomsday Books will also be present.  These are a series of volumes of historical trends of the Tribulation.  Revelation chapters 6-18 give all of the historical judgments of the Tribulation held in the hand of the Father.     
Revelation 5:1 
John’s attention is now drawn to the 7-sealed “Doomsday Book.”  “Him who sat on the throne” is God the Father, as symbolized in Rev 4:3.  His “right hand” where Christ is seated is of course the place of power and authority. Psalm 110:1 “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’ "   Heb 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty (Father) in heaven.”   Heb 8:1-2 “The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty (Father) in heaven, (2) and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.”  

The Book in the Greek is called a BIBLION, our word for Bible.  This was actually a Book sealed with seven wax seals. Here are some passages of Scripture designating the use of seals: Neh 9:38 “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it." Dan 12:8-9 “I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, ‘My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?’ (9) He replied, ‘Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.’” Jer 32:9-10 “…so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. (10) I signed and sealed the deed, had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales.”  Here are some facts about ancient books and their seals:
1. Books or scrolls as some translations have it were used up until the second century A.D.

2. They were made from the pith of papyrus from the Nile River.  They were pressed into sheets about 8 by 10 inches, then glued into long rolls.  Vellum (made from sheepskin) was also used.

3. Jude, Philemon, 2nd and 3rd John would take but one sheet because they were short epistles.  Romans would take 11 and ½ feet; Mark, 19 feet; John, 23 and ½ feet; Matthew, 30 feet; Luke or Acts, 32 feet; and Revelation 15 feet of papyrus.

The book or scroll mentioned in Jeremiah 32 was a title-deed.  It was also common to seal the Roman will with seven seals, each one to be opened by a separate witness.  As will be seen in the following chapters of Revelation, this is God’s final disposition of world affairs.

“Written inside and on the back” suggests the completeness of the contents.  This was called and OPISTOGRAPH (written behind).  “Sealed” is perfect passive participle.  God’s plan for history was secured in eternity past waiting for the time that Christ would open the seals.  Compare also the prophesies in Ezek 2:9-10 “Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, (10) which He unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.” And in Ezek 3:1-3 “And He said to me, ‘Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel.(2) So I opened my mouth, and He gave me the scroll to eat. (3) Then He said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.’ So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.’ ” And compare it with the reality of Rev 10:8-11 “Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: ‘Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land." (9) So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, ‘Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.’ ” (10) I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. (11) Then I was told, ‘You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.’ "

Prophesies always relate to man and angels.  The content of each seal (numbers 1-6) are revealed in Revelation chapter 6 while the content of the seventh (7th) seal begins in chapters 8:1 and continues for several chapters.  These are trumpet judgments and three (3) woes.

 Revelation 5:2 
Angelic Decisions Play Into Prophesies
(2) Then I (John) saw a powerful angel (A six-winged Seraph) (endowed with power given by God…a top ranking Seraph called King of Arms) (he bears the Coat of Arms of the King of kings and Lord of lords) (this powerful angel will be seen again in Revelation 10:1 and 18:21) announcing with a great voice, "Who is worthy to break open its seals and open the book?"

The angel begins a search for one who is “worthy.”  The meaning of AXIOS (Greek word for worthy) is “equal to or morally entitled” to open the book.
Principles:

1. Worthiness is the issue in who controls history.  Many try to control everything and these types are out of line and lack capacity.  Usually they are very moral, arrogant and self-righteous.  Morality becomes their motivation and they are convinced they are better than anyone else.

2. The only ONE worthy is the LJC…the impeccable LJC!  He is true humanity and obedient to the POG... based on His enforced and genuine humility.

3. His victory on the cross and His third royal Title guaranteed this worthiness.  Human history centers on the LJC.  
Each of the first six (6) seals represents historical trends not in chronological order but happening from time to time.  The seventh (7th) seal however, are trumpet and goblet judgments that happen chronologically.
********(3) But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.

(4) I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.

(5) Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals."

(6) Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

(7) He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.

(8) And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

(9) And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.

(10) You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth."

(11) Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.

(12) In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!"

(13) Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"

(14) The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.

(NIV)
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