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BIBLE CLASS – November 19, 2004

Lesson 23i - The Book of Revelation 

Addendum with Handout #4 - Doctrine of Angelic Hierarchy 

Introduction:
The Lord Jesus Christ ranks above all angelic creation.  He is their Commander in Chief of the two categories of angels: the College of Heralds or Officers and the Army of Elect Angels.  In the College of Heralds or Officers He is called the Angel of the Lord or the Angel of Jehovah…”Malak Adonai” in the Hebrew and in the Army of Elect Angels He is called the Lord of Hosts (armies)…”Adonai Sabaoth” in the Hebrew.
He appeared in the form of an angel in the Old Testament many times and all such appearances by Him prior to His birth are called Theophanies. After His birth His appearances are called the Incarnation.  After His resurrection His appearance are called Christophanies.  

Angel of the Lord/Angel of Jehovah of the College of Heralds of Officers
The Angel of the Lord is the second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ, eternal God, who appeared as an angel at times in the Old Testament and is described as the Lord Himself but at other times as one sent by God the Father.   Gen 16:10-13 “The Angel added, "I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.’(11) The Angel of the Lord also said to her: ‘You are now with child and you will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery. (12) He will be a wild ass of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.’ (13) She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: ‘You are the God who sees me,’ for she said, ‘I have now seen the one who sees me.’"    Exo 3:2-6 “There the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. (3) So Moses thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange sight…why the bush does not burn up.’ (4) When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’ (5) ‘Do not come any closer,’ God said. ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.’ (6) Then he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.”      Judges 6:11-18 “Then the Angel of the Lord came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save {it} from the Midianites. (12) And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, ‘The Lord is with you, O valiant warrior.’ (13) Then Gideon said to him, "O my Lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?' But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.’ (14) And the Lord looked at him and said, ‘Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?’ (15) And he said to Him, ‘O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father's house.’ (16) But the Lord said to him, ‘Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.’ (17) So Gideon said to Him, ‘If now I have found favor in your sight, then show me a sign that it is you who speaks with me. (18) ‘Please do not depart from here, until I come back to you, and bring out my offering and lay it before you." And He said, "I will remain until you return.’" 
The Lord used this way of appearing to human beings who otherwise would not be able to see Him and live. Exo 33:20-23 “But he said, ‘You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live. (21)Then the Lord said, ‘There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. (22) When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. (23) Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen."
The Angel of the Lord performed actions associated with God, such as revelation, deliverance, and destruction; but he can be spoken of as distinct from God the Father.

2 Sam 24:16 “When the Angel (LJC) stretched out His hand to destroy Jerusalem, the Lord (Father) was grieved because of the calamity and said to the Angel who was afflicting the people, ‘Enough! Withdraw your hand.’ The Angel of the Lord (LJC) was then at the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”   Zech 1:12 “Then the Angel of the Lord (LJC) said, ‘Lord Almighty, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and from the towns of Judah, which you have been angry with these seventy years?’”
Lord of Hosts (Armies) of the Army of Elect Angels
The Lord of Hosts (armies) is called “Adonai Sabaoth” in the Hebrew and as such He is the Commander and Chief of the Army of Elect Angels.  There are billions of angels in heaven, many armies and the LJC is head of them all. 1 Sam 4:4 “So the people sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts who sits above the Cherubs; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.”   Psalms 24:10 “Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah.”  Psalms 48:8 “As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God; God will establish her forever. Selah.”   Psalms 84:1 “How lovely are Thy dwelling places, O Lord of hosts!”
Angelic Hierarchy
Angels are an order of heavenly beings created by God who are superior to man in power and intelligence. By nature angels are spiritual beings.  Heb 1:14 “Are not all angels ministering spirits (guardian angels) sent to serve those who will inherit salvation (man)?”  Their nature is superior to human nature. Heb 2:7 “You made Him (the humanity of the LJC) a little lower than the angels; you crowned Him with glory and honor.”   They have superhuman power and knowledge.   2 Sam 14:17 “And now your servant says, 'May the word of my lord the king bring me rest, for my lord the king is like an angel of God in discerning good and evil. May the Lord your God be with you.'"  2 Sam 14:20 “Your servant Job did this to change the present situation. My lord has wisdom like that of an angel of God…he knows everything that happens in the land."   2 Pet 2:11 “…yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord.” They are not, however, all-powerful and all-knowing.  Psalms 103:20 “Praise the Lord, you His angels, you mighty ones who do His bidding, who obey His Word.”  2 Thess 1:7 “…and give relief to you who are troubled and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with His powerful angels.”
ORDER OF ALL ANGELS
There are two (2) categories of angelic hierarchy.  All angels have different rank and privileges among    them as we have here are on earth and as there will always be for all God’s creation.  All angels are male in gender and all are the same age.  They were created all at once…the same time.  We know this because the Bible has never revealed otherwise.  The two (2) categories of angelic hierarchy are: 1) The COLLAGE OF HERALDS/OFFICERS.   2) The ARMY OF ELECT ANGELS.  Most angels do not have wings but there are some exceptions.  Wings are a sign of high rank and insignia just as we have rank and insignia in our armed forces today and all armed forces everywhere.  There are six (6) winged angels and four (4) winged angels.  

Category One - Highest Order of Angels
The Collage of Heralds/Officers
The highest in the order of rank in both categories: the College of Heralds or the Officers and in the Army of Elect Angels is the six-winged Seraphs and the four-winged Cherubs.  These two groups of angels, Seraphs and Cherubs are the only ones found in both categories of angels.

The first group of high insignia or high rank is the six-winged angels called Seraphim in the Hebrew language or Seraph in the English language.  We’ll call them Seraphs throughout our study.  
The other group of high rank is the four-winged angels called Cherubim in the Hebrew and Cherub in English and we’ll call them Cherubs throughout our study. 
The College of Heralds/Officers and Their Angelic Order of Their Rank 
1. The number one order of rank of the College of Heralds is the “King of Arms” or the “Officers of Arms” who are special Seraphs like the powerful angel of Rev 5:2 “And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?’" 
2. The second order in rank is the “angelic heralds” or Seraphs of Isa 6:2 “Above Him were Seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.”   Isa 6:6 “Then one of the Seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.”    Rev 4:6-8 “Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back (wisdom). (7) The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, and the fourth was like a flying eagle. (8) Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."
3. The third order of rank is the “pursuer angels” or “officers” or “guardian angels” called Cherubs.  They have four wings as previously mentioned and they guard the throne room of God as well as believers.  Gen 3:24 ”After He drove the man out, He placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden Cherubs and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the Tree of Life.”   Exo 25:18-20 “And make two Cherubs out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. (19) Make one Cherub on one end and the second Cherub on the other; make the Cherubs of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. (20) The Cherubs are to have their (four) wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The Cherubs are to face each other, looking toward the cover.”   Ezek 1:4-6 “I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north…an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, (5
) and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures (Cherubs). In appearance their form was that of a man, (6) but each of them had four faces and four wings.”     Ezek 10:19-21 “While I watched, the Cherubs spread their wings and rose from the ground, and as they went, the wheels went with them. They stopped at the entrance to the east gate of the Lord's house, and the glory of the God of Israel was above them. (20) These were the living creatures I had seen beneath the God of Israel by the Kebar River, and I realized that they were Cherubs. (21) Each had four faces and four wings, and under their wings was what looked like the hands of a man.”  Satan was a Cherub.  Ezek 28:13-14 “You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. (14) You were anointed as a guardian Cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.’”  2 Sam 22:11 “He mounted the Cherub and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind.”
4. The fourth order in rank is the “messengers” (Fr. Pursuivant).  These angels have no wings of rank and appear as men.  Look at the account of the pursuer angels that destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.   Gen 18:1-2 “The Lord appeared (the Angel of the Lord) to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. (2) Abraham looked up and saw three men (the Angel of the Lord and two pursuer angels) standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.”   Gen 18:20-23; 32-33 “Then the Lord said, ‘The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous (21) that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.’ (22) The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the Lord. (23) Then Abraham approached Him and said: ‘Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?”  (32)Then He said, ‘May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.’ (33) When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, He left, and Abraham returned home.        Gen 19:1 “The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground.”  The execution of evil people in Jerusalem.  Ezek 9:1-11 “Then I heard him call out in a loud voice, ‘Bring the guards of the city here, each with a weapon in his hand.’ (2) And I saw six men (pursuer angels) coming from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with a deadly weapon in his hand. With them was a man clothed in linen (pursuer angel) who had a writing kit at his side. They came in and stood beside the bronze altar. (3) Now the glory of the God of Israel went up from above the Cherubs (over the Ark), where it had been, and moved to the threshold of the temple. Then the Lord called to the man clothed in linen (pursuer angel) who had the writing kit at his side (4) and said to him, ‘Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it.’ (5) As I listened, he said to the others, ‘Follow him through the city and kill, without showing pity or compassion. (6) Slaughter old men, young men and maidens, women and children, but do not touch anyone who has the mark. Begin at my sanctuary.’ So they began with the elders who were in front of the temple. (7) Then he said to them, ‘Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go!’ So they went out and began killing throughout the city. (8) While they were killing and I was left alone, I fell facedown, crying out, ‘Ah, Sovereign Lord! Are you going to destroy the entire remnant of Israel in this outpouring of your wrath on Jerusalem?’ (9) He answered me, ‘The sin of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great; the land is full of bloodshed and the city is full of injustice. They say, 'The Lord has forsaken the land; the Lord does not see.' (10) So I will not look on them with pity or spare them, but I will bring down on their own heads what they have done.’ (11) Then the man in linen (pursuer angel) with the writing kit at his side brought back word, saying, ‘I have done as you commanded.’"  The pursuer or messenger angel who carried the coal taken from the Cherubs.  Ezek 10:6-7 “And it came about when He commanded the man clothed in linen (pursuer angel), saying, ‘Take fire from between the whirling wheels, from between the Cherubs,’ he entered and stood beside a wheel. (7) Then the Cherub stretched out his hand from between the Cherubs to the fire which was between the Cherubs, took some and put it into the hands of the one clothed in linen (messenger angel), who took it and went out.”  The messenger angels who held back the four winds.  Rev 7:1 “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree.”  The messenger angel from the East.  Rev 7:2 “Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea…”
Category Two - The Army of Elect Angels
The ARMY OF ELECT ANGELS and Their Angelic Order of Rank
1. The first order of rank in the Army of Elect Angels is “Archangels.”  These archangels are like four star generals in our army.  They command these armies of elect angels.  Examples: 
A. Michael - the Archangel of Israel.  He protects all the Jewish people of Israel whether believer or unbeliever.  He commands a very special army that vehemently protects Israel.  Dan 10:21 “…but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. No one supports me against them except Michael, your prince.”  Michael is the called “The Great Prince” of Israel.   Dan 12:1 ‘At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people…everyone whose name is found written in the book…will be delivered.”  He also protects Israel from the wrath of Satan.  Rev 12:7 “And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.”    Michael fought for Moses’ body.  Jude 1:9 “But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"
B. Gabriel – the Archangel and commander.  He was commissioned to explain Daniel’s vision.  Dan 8:15-16 “While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a man. (16) And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, ‘Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.’"  Dan 9:21-22 “…while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. (22) He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding.”  He was sent to announce the birth of John the Baptist. Luke 1:8-19 “Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, (9) he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. (10) And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 911) Then an angel (Gabriel) of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. (12) When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. (13) But the angel said to him: ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. (14) He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, (15) for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit (only enduement of the Holy Spirit here in the Old Testament because indwelling is only for the Church Age) even from birth (16) Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. (17) And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous…to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ (18) Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.’ (19) The angel answered, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.’”  He was sent to announce to Mary the birth of Jesus.  Luke 1:26-33 “In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, (27) to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. (28) The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ (29) Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. (30) But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. (31) You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. (32) He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of his father David, (33) and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end.’"
C. Raphael – the Archangel mentioned in the extra Biblical book of Enoch.

D. Uriel or Oriel – the Archangel also mentioned in the extra Biblical book of Enoch along with Michael and Gabriel.

2. The second order of rank in the Army of Elect Angels is the “Angelic General Staff.”  These are the twenty-four (24) angels called “elders” in Rev 4:4. “Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.”
3. The third order of rank in the Army of Elect Angels is the millions or even billions of rank and file angels.  The elect hosts or armies.  These are “guardian” angels and many of them are assigned to believers. Psalms 91:11 “For he will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways…”   Dan 7:9-10 “As I looked, ‘thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of His head was white like wool. His throne was aflame with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. (10) A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands of angels attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.” Heb 1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?”
Fallen Angels
A word on these once heavenly beings or divine messengers created by God who rebelled against Him and were cast out of heaven. The lord or prince of these fallen angels is Satan. Rev. 12:7-9. Fallen angels, or messengers, continue to serve Satan; but their power is limited.  Judgment awaits them in the future. Matt. 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels…”   Rev. 12:9 “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”  The fallen angels referred to in 2 Peter 2:4 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment…”
And in Jude 6 “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  These angels are the beings referred to as "sons of God" in Genesis 6:1-4 “When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them (2) the sons of God (fallen angels on earth) saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose (had sex and children with them). (3) Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.‘ (4) The Nephilim (fallen angels) were on the earth in those days…and also afterward…when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes (mythology greats) of old, men of renown. (5) The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time (giving into their lusts and disobeying God in all areas of His commands). (6) The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” Fallen angels and demons are one in the same.  

These fallen angels or demons have rank just like elect angels.  Coming in a few weeks, I will give you a separate lesson on the order of rank for these fallen angels and their dwelling places.  

Conclusion:
There is harmony between the teachings of our Lord upon this subject and those of the apostles and other Scripture writers.  Many questions that may be raised can receive no answer whatever from the Scriptures.  Of the history of the angels we can know but little. It is clear that Satan and the fallen angels (demons) were created sinless and later fell.  Isa. 14:12-15 “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star (Lucifer), son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! (13) You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars (angels) of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. (14) I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ (15) But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.”   Rev. 12:3-4 “Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. (4) His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born.”   Some of their number "did not keep their own domain" but fell under divine displeasure and are reserved "for the judgment of the great day." Jude 6.
Aside from the teachings of Scripture there is nothing irrational, but quite the opposite, in believing in the existence of creatures superior to man in intelligence, as there are many inferior. But we depend wholly upon the Scriptures for our knowledge. The denial of the existence of angels, as that of a personal devil and demons, springs from the materialistic, unbelieving spirit, which in its most terrible form denies the existence of God.

The revelations of Scripture concerning angels are few, but nevertheless have great value:

1. They furnish a necessary safeguard against narrowness of thought as to the extent and variety of God’s creatures.
2. They help us in acquiring the proper conception of Christ, who is above the angels, and the object of angelic worship.

3. They give a wonderful attractiveness to our conception of that unseen world to which we are hastening.

4. They set before us an example of joyous and perfect fulfillment of God's will. "Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven." 
5. They put to shame the horrible indifference of multitudes of mankind with respect to the great work of salvation. "There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." Luke 15:10.

6.  They broaden our view of the abundant mercies of God, whose angels are "sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation." Heb. 1:14 compared with Heb 12:22 “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,”
7. They remind us of our high rank as saved human beings and our exalted destiny as Christians. We, who are made but "a little lower than the angels."  And when we are meet the Lord in the Rapture we will forever be like the Lord and in many ways like his angels.  Matt. 22:30 “At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.(NIV)
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