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BIBLE CLASS – January 17, 2007
Lesson 23q – The Book of Revelation – Chapter 8 – Handout # 10

Introduction to Chapter 8
I’m going to give you right off the start a very brief summary of what we’ve learned so far:

1. Back in chapter six of Revelation, God gives us an overview of conditions in the Tribulation with the first six seal judgments of Jesus Christ.  
2. The entire seventh chapter is a parenthesis, which shows us that God’s plan of redemption continues in the Tribulation and we have seen the appreciation of it by the Tribulational martyrs in heaven in their interim bodies praising God the Father and Jesus Christ for this so great salvation. 
3. Now in chapter 8, with the opening of the seventh seal, we see the nature and the basis of the trumpet judgments and the answer of the Tribulational martyrs imprecatory prayers.
Chapter 8 of the Book of Revelation is the breaking open of the seventh seal of the Doomsday Book, the book of judgment, by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the ONLY ONE qualified to do so as previously taught.  This opens fully the title deed of this world…the roll that was put into the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ by the Father after the church was seen around the throne in heaven in chapter 4.  
Before I take you through chapter 8, I’d like to quote Dr. H. A. Ironside from his book “Lectures on Revelation.”  He was an expert theologian and doctor of the Word of God. He was an expert on the Book of Revelation and so our introduction to this chapter is his remarks concerning the Book of Revelation.  It is a very good picture of what is in store for you in the study of this great book about our Savior.  So let’s concentrate on his summarizing remarks.  

I quote him:  “Let me make a few remarks, which I think have not previously been made in the course of these lectures, in regard to the structure of the Book of the Revelation: the main body of the book is divided into four ‘sevens.’  There are the letters to the seven churches of Asia; then the seven seals; then the seven trumpets; and farther on the seven bowls of the wrath of God.  (The number 7 means SPIRITUAL PERFECTION).

In connection with these last three sevens, there is something very striking.  We have, first, six seals opened; then a parenthesis, which takes up chapter 7.  In chapter eight, the seventh seal is opened, and the book as a whole is open to view.

This seventh seal we find includes the seven trumpets.  Six trumpets are sounded, and there is again a parenthetical portion, including chapters ten and eleven (up) to verse fourteen.  At the conclusion of this parenthesis the seventh trumpet brings us to the end of all things.
Chronologically, we are as far on when we reach chapter 11, verse 18, as when we reach the Great White Throne in chapter 20; for the seventh trumpet introduces the world-kingdom of our God and His Christ, and goes right on to the time when the dead shall be judged.  So you see we really have duplication, in measure, of prophetic truth from this point on.  That is, from chapter 4 to the end of chapter 11 you have truth presented in orderly sequence…a prophetic outline of the things that shall take place after the rapture of the church right on to the end of time.
Then, starting with chapter 12, God seems to turn the roll over that we may view the other side, and He gives us a second view of the events, but especially in relation to Israel.  We have details which bring before us the great actors for good and evil in the last days…the woman clothed with the sun; the Man-child, Christ, who is to rule the nations with a rod of iron; Michael, who is the archangel; the dragon, who is that old serpent, the devil; the coming world-confederacy and its blasphemous head; the lamb-like Beast, (who is the second Beast/dictator/antichrist, the Jewish false prophet) who looks like a lamb but speaks like a dragon…the counterfeit of the Lamb of God.  There follows a parenthetical portion in chapter 14, which in a very vivid way brings before us the final issues once more.  

Then, in chapters 15 and 16, we have the bowls, or vials, of the wrath of God; and once more, you will notice, we have the same structure that has engaged our attention in connection with the seals and trumpets.  We have six bowls, and then a parenthesis.  In this instance the parenthesis occupies only one verse (Chapter 16:15).  Immediately following this, the seventh bowl of the wrath of God is outpoured, bringing us on to the doom of Babylon, described in detail through chapters 17 and 18; then in chapter 19 we have the Lord’s descent to the earth (the Second Advent of Christ), accompanied by the armies of heaven, to establish His millennial kingdom and reign for a thousand years.  At the close of this, the final judgment takes place; the heavens and the earth as we now know them, with all the works of man, will be destroyed, and the there shall be brought in new heavens and a new earth, where God will be all in all throughout an eternity  of bliss: while the wicked…those who have persistently rejected the LJC, both before the Cross and since, and the millennial dispensation of righteousness…all who have rejected the message of God, will be cast into the Lake of Fire.” End of quote.
Let me say right here and now…this is the only world in which God is offering salvation to Christless mankind; and if people refuse the message of His grace now, if they deliberately steel their hearts against the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and they die in their sins, they go down to a Christless grave, and they will be Christless for all eternity! 
Let’s read the Epistle (letter) of Jude, the book right before the Book of Revelation and see the picture he paints of those who make light of God’s salvation and who follow after unrighteousness, as “wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.”    Now look at 2Pe 3:9. “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”   Does this give you any incentive to make sure that those of your loved ones and good friends who have not accepted the LJC as their Savior hear the Gospel and good news about Him?  I hope it spurs you on to do so.  Ask God to give you that opportunity now.

Brief Outline of Chapter 8
A. The transition from Seals to Trumpet judgments verses 1-2.

B. The answer to the imprecatory prayers of the Tribulational martyrs verses 3-6.

C. The 4 trumpet judgments verses 7-13.
Detailed Outline of Five Things that Prepare for the Trumpets
The Prayers of the Saints verses 1-5 

In Revelation there is a great value placed on the prayers of the saints...those martyred in the Tribulation. Here the prayers appear to be the basis of coming judgments, as also in Rev 6:9-11.  Notice five things that prepare for these judgments:

A. Silence – verse 1 – From chapter four onward we have seen the choirs of heaven declaring the praise of God and the worthiness of the Lamb.  Suddenly, as the seventh seal is removed by Christ, the choirs are silenced!  This silence not only awaits the coming judgments in shock and awe, but adds to the importance of the prayers of the saints in verse 4.   Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth." 

B. Seven Trumpets Themselves– verse 2 – John saw as a panorama the gravity of these trumpet judgments.  The seven angels stand at attention as they receive the instrument of judgment they will release.  These angels have joined in the rejoicing of heaven over the repentance or change of mind of every sinner. Luke 15:10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."   Now they will share in the wrath of God against those who reject Christ.  We’ll review the rank of these angels a little further into our study.
Consider the following in how Scripture uses the trumpet:

1. The Trumpet of Sinai.  Here the voice of God gives warning of the importance of His Word.  Compare Rev 1:10 with Exo 19:16-19.  Rev 1:10 “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet…”  Exo 19:16-19 “So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  (17) And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  (18) Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.  (19) When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.” 
2. The Trumpet of the Rapture.  The bride of Christ will be caught up and transformed in the twinkling of an eye.  1 Co 15:52-53 “…in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable (resurrection body), and we will be changed.  (53) For this perishable (the physical body) must put on the imperishable (resurrection body), and this mortal must put on immortality.   1 Thess 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.” 

3. The Trumpets of Judgment.  The first four primarily affect natural creation; the last three are directly against mankind.  Revelation chapters 8 and 9.
4. The Trumpet of Deliverance.  At the Second Advent, Jesus Christ will send His angels with a great trumpet to gather His people from the four corners or hemispheres of the earth.   Mat 24:31 "And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” 
C. The Prayers of the Saints – verse 3 – The altar depicted here is represented by the golden altar of incense in the Tabernacle and later in the Temple.  This altar stood before the veil.  However, because of the finished work of Christ, there is no veil seen in the heaven temple.  Mat 27:51 “And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split.”  Heb 10:20 “…by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh…”  Just as in the Old Testament rituals, the incense rose up from before the Ark of the Covenant (where the pre-incarnate Shekinah Glory/LJC resided), so the prayers of the saints come up before the throne of God.  Here is an important thing to note.  The coals for the incense came from the altar of sacrifice.  The picture is that the prayers of the saints are effective only because they are offered “in the Name of Jesus Christ.”  He is our ONLY mediator.  1 Tim 2:5 “For there is one God and one mediator also between God and men, the man, Christ Jesus…”  Because this section is immediately preceded by a view of Tribulational martyrs in Rev 5:9-17, these must represent the prayers offered in their sufferings and deaths. 

D. Divine Reception of the Prayers – verse 4 – The prayers come to God as a sweet smelling fragrance of faith.  They are acceptable to Him.  They include the requests of Rev 6:10 for God to vindicate the faith of these martyrs.  This is in keeping with the Principle of Rom 12:17-21.  “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. (18) If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. (19) Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.  (20) ‘But if your enemy is hungry, feed him and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head (this part of the verse is for the Church Age believer.  This action will sere your enemy’s conscience).’  (21) Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.’” Vengeance belongs to God.  The blood of the saints has great value in God’s sight.  Psalm 72:14 “He will rescue their life from oppression and violence, and their blood will be precious in His sight…”  Psalm 116:15 “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones.”   Therefore, these prayers are seen as the basis of coming judgment.

E. Divine Wrath Because of the Rejection of God’s Salvation and Prayers – verse 5 – The “fire of the altar” speaks of judgment.  Here again is the picture of the brazen altar in the Temple.  The fulfillment of all Old Testament sacrifices is Jesus Christ.  He bore our judgment on the cross.  However, those who refuse God’s manifest love must suffer His wrath.      2 Thess 2:10-12 “…and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  (11) For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, (12) in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness (wickedness is all sin and self-righteousness of unbelievers and is one of the worst sins…they are slaves to the sin nature because they rejected the righteousness +R of the LJC).”  John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  So the fire from the altar is cast upon the earth.  In verses 7-13, the first four trumpet judgments will affect the sky and the earth.  The sounds of loud thunder and the lightning and earthquake picture coming judgments…all warnings audible and visible.  The point her is that when the prayers of persecuted saints go up, the wrath of God comes down.  Again we see that prayer moves the Arm that moves the world.
Chapter 8
The Opening of the Seventh (7th) Seal
(1) When He (the LJC) opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

The seven seals or the sealing in the Doomsday Book are the seals of cursing.  This is in direct contrast to the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists in chapter 7 and indicates God’s wonderful provision of grace before judgment or cursing.  He gives the seal of blessing before He gives the seal of cursing.  In other words, He gives man many chances to change his mind before judgment.  Silence of this verse is foreboding.
Principles Regarding this Silence:

A. The silent half hour in heaven is the shock of the supernatural nature of the trumpet judgments.  This half hour of silence has to be classified as dramatic silence.  Up to this point there is tremendous noise in heaven…with the worshiping, singing, proclamations, and policies being delineated.  This half hour changes everything!

B. The dramatic silence is based on the shock of the severity of the historic disasters of the trumpet judgments and the supernatural nature of these judgments.  They are the direct result of bad decisions…many bad decisions…and they have gone beyond bad decisions into a supernatural period of judgment like the two historical conflicts of history…the Angelic Conflict, which existed billions of years before man was created and the same Angelic Conflict which has overflowed into human history.  Now the two are combined in the Tribulation period.

C. Demon activity is at its utmost in the Tribulation.  It always existed on earth but is most severe in the Tribulation in the atmosphere and on the surface of the earth.
D. Silence is representative of the shock and awe of these trumpet judgments.  No one can say anything…it is so horrible!  Sadly this was brought about by man’s own decision making.  All of heaven is silent…think about it!  The angels are silent, the Church Age believers in their resurrection bodies are silent, and the Tribulational martyrs in their interim bodies are silent!  
E. Also the silence of worship is present after the silence of shock!  All worship in silence because all recognize the awesomeness of the situation.  Habakkuk 2:20 "But the Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him." Zech 2:13 "Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord; for He is aroused from His holy habitation." 

F. This silence is also recognition of God’s authority.  It is genuine humility!  They are in complete and total awe of what is about to happen to the inhabitants of the earth.
G. Silence indicates concentration and humility.  All heaven will learn something new about God and His plan here.

H. Silence is the only means of learning.  You cannot listen or learn if you are speaking.  Silence is a sign of true subordination to God and His Word.  All of heaven is silent…both learning silence and application silence here.  
Lam 3:25 “The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him. (26) It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of the Lord. (27) It is good for a man that he should bear the yoke in his youth (while he has strength). (28) Let him sit alone and be silent since He has laid it on him. “ 

I. Silence indicates the faith-rest drill as well in waiting for God to deliver the believers in the Tribulation.  We depend on whom and what the LJC is.  The LJC is the secret to scientific law, which He created.  They are divine laws NOT really scientific laws.  The scientific law is just a demonstration of the faithfulness of our LJC.   Col 1:16  “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities…all things have been created through Him and for Him. (17) He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  Scientific law will be set aside in the Tribulation during the judgments.   Heb 1:3 “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…”   The reason the LJC holds it all together is found in Heb 2:10. “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the Author of their salvation through sufferings.”  To allow grace to run its full course our LJC is holding the universe together.  The universe belongs to God and divine law demonstrates His faithfulness, His integrity, and His perfection.  These laws can be changed or overruled by the sovereignty of God as we will see in all of these trumpet judgments.

The Trumpet Judgments Originate from the Seventh Seal of the Doomsday Book

(2) Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God… 
The angels of verse 2 are wingless messenger angels in the college of angelic heralds.  They are officer angels of high rank.  The angel in charge of these angels is a Cherub angel.
Review of the Upper Rank and Hierarchy of the College of Angels:

A. The Commander in Chief of all angels is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is called the “Angel of the Lord.”  This is what He was called when He appeared in the Old Testament in person.  The appearance of the LJC in the Old Testament is called a Theophany.  As such He commands the college of angelic heralds.  Gen 16:7-16; 22:11-18; 31:11-13; 48:15-16; Exo 3:1 compared to Acts 7:30-35; Exo 13:21; Exo 14:19 “The angel of the Lord, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them.” Judges 6:11-23; and 13:9-10.
B. The Seraphim or Seraphs are 6-winged angels and the highest rank of all angelic creatures. Isa 6:2 “Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.”   Wings are an insignia of rank.  Wings represent integrity and humility.  The Seraph rank started after Satan sinned and fell from heaven.  At that time he was the highest ranking super angel and he was a Cherub.  There was only one cherub and that was Satan.   God instituted the Seraph rank to replace him.  It took five Seraphs to replace God’s highest creation.  Those Seraphs learned more Bible doctrine than all the other angels since that time of Satan’s fall.  They have great wisdom and earned rank because of it.  Bible doctrine was more important than anything else in their existence.  They are present in Revelation, chapter 4 and they wore the coat of arms of our LJC in the form of four faces.  They have great respect for divine authority indicated by the wings that cover their feet in the above verse in Isaiah.  The principle is obvious…the highest ranking angel is the servant of all and we noted that in Revelation, chapters 4 and 5. Their wings by which they fly equal their production and motus operande in the communication of divine policy.  
There are two categories of Seraphs:

1. King of Arms – highest ranking Seraph.  Rev 5:2 “And I saw a strong angel (King of Arms) proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?’" 

2. The Four angelic heralds – these are the Seraph/heralds and have more Bible doctrine than any angel.  The King of Arms is included here.  Rev 4:6-8 “…and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures (Seraphs) full of eyes in front and behind. (7) The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle.  (8) And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, "Holy, Holy, Holy is the  Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come." 
C. Cherubim or Cherubs – These are 4-winged angels of high rank.  They are the judgment angels.  There may be seventy or more of these Cherub angels. Eze 1:4 “I looked, behold, a storm wind was coming from the north, a great cloud with fire flashing forth continually and a bright light around it, and in its midst something like glowing metal in the midst of the fire. (5) Within it there were figures resembling four living beings (Cherubs). And this was their appearance: they had human form.  (6) Each of them had four faces and four wings.”  Eze 1:14-end.  These Cherubs or Cherubim are high ranking officer/angels.  They are followers or pursuer angels with great mobility.  Eze 10:9-10 “Then I looked, and behold, four wheels beside the Cherubim; one wheel beside each Cherub; and the appearance of the wheels was like the gleam of a Tarshish stone.  (10) As for their appearance, all four of them had the same likeness, as if one wheel were within another wheel.”  There are six categories of Cherubs:
1. Guards at the Garden of Eden who prevented Adam and Eve from returning to the Garden after the fall.  Gen 3:24 “So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.” 

2. Four Cherubs of the Chariots of Fire – Ezekiel chapters 1 & 10.

3. Lucifer​ – the former title for Satan before he sinned.  Lucifer means “Son of the morning,” God’s highest creation.  He was court marshaled and now bears the title of “Satan” or “The Devil” and is the present ruler of the world.  Eze 28:14 "You were the anointed Cherub who covers, And I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire.” 
4. The Cherub who commands the weather machine. Rev 7:2 “And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels (wingless messenger angels) to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea…”
5. The angel with the golden incense shovel. Rev 8:3 “Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.”
6. The administrator of historical disaster.  2 Sam 22:11 "And He rode on a Cherub and flew; and He appeared on the wings of the wind.”  Psalm 18:10 “He rode upon a Cherub and flew; and He sped upon the wings of the wind.”

D. Wingless Officer Messengers – These are wingless officers in the college of heralds.  Rev 8:2 “And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.”  There are seven categories of these wingless angels: 

1. Angelic messengers – who spent the night with Lot in Sodom and then destroyed the city.  They are described as men in the following passage of Scripture.  Turn to Gen 19:13 and following.  
2. The destroying angel of 2 Sam 24:16. “When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity and said to the angel who destroyed the people, ‘It is enough! Now relax your hand!’ 
3. The destroying angel of Psalm 78:49 “He sent upon them His burning anger, Fury and indignation and trouble, a band of destroying angels.” 

4. The executioners of the City of Jerusalem in Eze 9:1.  “Then He cried out in my hearing with a loud voice saying, ‘Draw near, O executioners of the city, each with his destroying weapon in his hand.’" 

5. The man clothed in linen who acts as the messenger of the chariot of fire in Eze 10:6.  “It came about when He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying, ‘Take fire from between the whirling wheels, from between the cherubim,’ he entered and stood beside a wheel.” 

6. The 4 angels who restrain the wind cells in the 4 hemispheres in Rev 7:1. “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.”  

7. The angels with the 7 trumpets.  These are the 7 angels who will sound off each trumpet judgment in the Tribulation.  Rev 8:2-6.  “And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  (3) Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  (4) And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.  (5) Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.  (6) And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.”  Whenever you have wingless messengers, you always have a Cherub commanding them as you will see in verse 3 of this chapter in Revelation. 

The Seven Trumpets
(2) …and seven trumpets were given to them. 

These seven trumpet judgments were assigned to the category of angels as reviewed above called wingless officer/messengers to carrying out these horrible punishments during the Tribulation.  

As discussed previously in the beginning of the lesson, these judgments are called “trumpet judgments” because trumpets were used as a system of commands and announcements in that time in history.  They weren’t used as much for musical instruments in those days as they were to command troops or announce something big. They were used to alert the people about something unusual or something that was about to begin.  It also called the armies to action.  In Revelation, chapter 8 there was a half hour of silence prior to blowing the trumpets in judgment because of the severity of what will happen.  Trumpets were used because voice commands were impossible when addressing thousands.

So terrible are these trumpet judgments in Revelation that it is hard to imagine what they will be like.  The trumpets are significant because of the din or loud noise associated with them.  It sends a terrible alarm when they are heard because they mean doom to those who reject the LJC.  Unbelievers as well as negative believers will sense the terrible doom about to come on them.  Often when heard as we saw in the Exodus passage, the people trembled with fear.   Many enemies of Israel heard these trumpets and trembled because they knew they were up against a fierce fight.  They knew Israel’s God was powerful and we know this because He is the one true God of all…the one who delivered Israel time and again. 

The rejection of the LJC is the reason these judgments are coming.  They are a direct answer to the imprecatory prayers of those martyred and the LJC will avenge their deaths as well.  Look again at Revelation 6:9.  “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and because of the testimony which they had maintained…”    
We wonder why these martyrs were so determined and able to die for Christ.  The answer lies in your dedication to Christ and His Word.  Look at Mat 16:24. “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me (that is live daily in the POG…the spiritual life in Christ…the positive believer). (25) For whomever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whomever loses his life for my sake will find it.’”  Like these martyrs who are spiritually adult or mature believers, you too will be able to deny yourself and dedicate yourself to the LJC more and more as you grow spiritually.  Your soul will be filled with the Word of God ready to use in any circumstance and you will be highly motivated to follow Christ in the power system of the Holy Spirit.  Discipline yourself and be organized and you will be determined and able to do anything in Christ.  God strengthens you more and more each day you remain in his plan.  This is His promise!
When Christ said “Take up his cross” in the above verse in Matthew, He meant that the positive believer will go through life obeying the commands in the Bible regarding the POG.  The believer will have personal love for God from daily Bible study and application, be constantly filled with the Spirit, and use impersonal, virtue, or unconditional love (they are all the same kind of agape love) toward all mankind, and apply Bible doctrine (the thinking of Christ) in all situations of life.  This means he will also treat people he doesn’t like the way he would treat people he likes and loves.  In order to accomplish this type of mental attitude, the believer must have integrity from God’s Laws of divine establishment (LDE) and/or the Word of God.  This is what it requires to take up your cross and follow Christ…obedience to His Word, policy, and plan for your life.  It takes spiritual self esteem and a personal sense of destiny from residence in the POG to fulfill the POG.
When Christ said “Save his life” in this verse He meant that the negative believe will rely on the human security systems of the devil’s cosmic system or world system rather than relying on God’s plan and policy of grace he would have had from residence in the POG instead.  
When Christ said “Will lose it” in this verse He implies that the negative believer will have no common sense, will be disorganized and unhappy, divorced from reality, and will most likely die the sin unto death…the final discipline a negative believer receives after years of living in the cosmic system.

And when Christ said “but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” He meant that the positive growing and mature believer will have great happiness in time and die under God’s promise of dying grace.  Dedication to Christ in your pre-designed personal POG for your life and application of Bible doctrine in your spiritual gift brings great happiness to you from God.  The Matthew verse above is talking about believers like those Tribulational martyrs who died for their faith in Revelation 6:9-10 and they did exactly what Christ was talking about in the verse…they denied self and followed Christ.  These martyrs fulfilled the POG and had motivational virtue, personal love for God, functional virtue, and impersonal love for mankind (even toward the ones that put them to death).  They would not deny Christ and gave their lives for Him.  They produced great virtue in the Tribulation and were happy doing it and even in the most horrible time in history because the LJC carried them!   
Why then did they pray that they would be avenged, you ask?  Well they didn’t pray the imprecatory prayers for themselves only.  Yes, they have that right from God.  They prayed these prayers also not just for vengeance for what they suffered but also because of the disrespect and rejection that Jesus Christ and His salvation.  All trumpet judgments were related to the imprecatory prayers of these Tribulational martyrs and is an answer to their prayers in Revelation 6:10.  God is just and Christ will be avenged and so will these martyrs.  They appealed to the LJC as their High Priest, holy and true and HE will avenge them through the trumpet judgments.
The Seven Trumpet Judgments are Divided into 2 Categories
A. Four of them are found in Chapter 8, verses 7-13.  The first 4 judgments are directed against nature; however, during these judgments where nature suffers, supernatural things in nature are brought against mankind as well.  
B. Three of these judgments are found in other chapters and they are called “woes.”  The last 3 trumpet judgments are directed toward mankind.  Judgments against both nature and mankind combine to make life horrible in the Tribulation.

Outline of the Seven Trumpet Judgments
A. Trumpet judgment number one – judgment against one-third of the earth’s vegetation.  Rev 8:7
B. Trumpet judgment number two – judgment against salt water.  Rev 8:8-9.
C. Trumpet judgment number three – judgment against fresh water.  Rev 8:10-11
D. Trumpet judgment number four – judgment of darkness on the earth.  Rev 8:12
E. Trumpet judgment number five – called a “woe” judgment is a fierce demon invasion on mankind from the Abyss led by the demon general call Abaddon.  Rev 9:1-12
F. Trumpet judgment number six – called a “woe” judgment is a fierce demon invasion on mankind that comes from under the River Euphrates.  Rev 9:13-21
G. Trumpet judgment number seven – called a “woe” judgment is a fierce demon invasion against Israel and the Jews...the worst assault against Jews in all of human history.  Rev 11:15, 12:17
Principle
A. In the first 4 trumpet judgments God does some supernatural things with nature.  Even though they are very destructive the world survives.  These supernatural judgments are exceptions to divine (scientific) laws.

B. In the last 3 trumpet judgments called “woes” we have demon attacks on unbelievers serving Satan NOT on believers.  In answer to the imprecatory prayers, God turns the fiercest of demons from the Abyss, the River Euphrates, etc. and attacks unbelievers.  The power is with God and it is awesome.

The Cherub Who Holds the Golden Incense Shovel
(3) And another angel came and took his place at the altar and he had a golden incense shovel and much incense was given to him…

Here is the Cherub officer in charge of the seven wingless messenger angels who will deliver the trumpet judgments in the Tribulation.  He is also faithful and true to the LJC and to His Word and serves the Lord day and night in perfect happiness.  The emphasis is on the angel’s faithfulness as seen by the word “another” in the verse.  This Cherub is faithful and successful far above most of the angels in heaven and that is why he is in this position of authority.  
The same applies to believers today in the Church Age.  Remember with freedom there is NO equality...there is rank and privilege for those who perform in accordance with God’s plan and policy.  Those who reside in the POG have greater responsibility as a believer and greater rewards.  As goes the believer in LJC so goes the client/nation to God.

This angel is a very special angel.  He may be one of seventy Cherubs and again is in charge of the seven messenger angels who will deliver the trumpet judgments.  This is a great honor.  

When it says the angel took his place at the altar, the altar mentioned here is the heavenly altar after which the Tabernacle and Temple on earth were designed.  The altars on earth were exactly like the heavenly altar.  This has great purpose and requires respect for God’s policy and plan in bringing the Gospel to lost mankind.
In the beginning of this verse it also states that the Cherub had a golden incense shovel in his hands with much incense.  Let’s look at what this means.  It is important that you learn the meaning of the composition of the incense that he held in the shovel.  Exodus 30 is where we get this information.  Incense was composed of four (4) elements or ingredients:
A. Stacte or Myrrh – (Hebrew) – this ingredient was used in perfume but not to attract people.  It was used for embalming the dead and it is an ingredient used in anointing oil.  It does not smell pleasant at all.  It represents the death of our LJC on the cross.  The anointing of this element represents the strategic victory of the LJC in the Angelic Conflict in His death, burial, resurrection, ascension and session.  This victory gave Him His third Royal title: King of kings and Lord of lords. 

B. Onycha – (Hebrew) – this ingredient was used in incense in rituals in the temple.  It was made from shellfish.  The outer shell of the claw was scaled off after burning it.  It represents and refers to the LJC’s death on the cross as well.  But it emphasizes the relationship between propitiation (God’s satisfaction with the work of the LJC on the cross) and prayer.  In the Old Testament teachings of Christ, propitiation was achieved by the ritual of pouring the slain lamb’s blood over the mercy seat of the Ark of the Covenant and this was pleasing to God because it taught the work of the LJC on the cross, namely His spiritual death.  Our prayers today and all prayer in all dispensations or time periods of God’s plan are answered because of the LJC and through the LJC. 

C. Galbanum – (Hebrew) – this ingredient is gum rosin.  It increases and prolongs the sweet odor of the incense.  The emphasis here is again the power of the prayers of believers in fellowship and executing the POG.  It represents the Tribulational believers’ imprecatory prayers as well.
D. Franken sense – this is the fourth ingredient in incense and it is derived from certain trees and was used by the Magi as one of the gifts to the baby Jesus to emphasize the impeccability of the LJC.  Mat 2:11 “After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 

The following Scripture in Exodus shows that each ingredient mentioned above is one fourth of the makeup of incense.  Note that it is salted (salt represents preservation), pure and holy.  Exo 30:34 “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take for yourself spices, stacte (Myrrh) and onycha and galbanum, spices with pure frankincense; there shall be an equal part of each.  (35) With it you shall make incense, a perfume, the work of a perfumer, salted, pure, and holy.’” 

Prayers Offered with the Incense
(3) …in order that he might offer it with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which is before the throne. 

(4) The smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the saints went up before God from the angel's hand. 

You can notice from these two verses that incense and prayer go hand in hand.  Prayers offered to God along with incense in the rituals are accepted by God and He is propitiated or satisfied (with the sacrifice of the LJC) and He will answer the prayers because of the LJC.   The saints here are all the Tribulational martyrs and the prayers are their imprecatory prayers from the previous chapter in Revelation.   Prayer is a weapon!  God’s justice must be satisfied and their prayers will be answered through the trumpet judgments.
The smoke of the incense which also contained all four ingredients of the incense went up before God from the angel’s hand along with the imprecatory prayers of the martyrs seeking justice from God.  Just as the Cherub that controls the weather angels and the weather cells of the four hemispheres shown previously in chapter 7, this Cherub controls the seven wingless officer/angels with the seven trumpet judgments held in their hands, which are about to be thrown upon the people of the Tribulation.  The Cherub is in complete charge and is also an answer to the imprecatory prayers of the martyrs.

The Function of the Cherub in Answer to these Imprecatory Prayers

Warnings and Judgment Begin 

(5)  Then he took the incense shovel and he filled it with the fire of the altar and he hurled it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder, loud noises, and flashings of lightning and so there followed an earthquake. 
Note: the very audible noises in this verse are warnings from God to the unbelievers of the coming trumpet judgments.  Just as thin, cool wind and air are warnings of a coming storm, these noises are the same.  Volcano, tornado, and hurricane noises are the many audible warnings preceding these judgments.  The lightning flashings are also part of the warning of the coming of these judgments.  They’re visible warnings.  God gives these unbelievers every chance to change their minds about Christ in advance (grace before judgment). 
The Cherub in charge will accomplish these judgments with great ease but also with great supernatural force upon the unbelievers of the Tribulation.  He will fulfill God’s divine justice through a chain of command starting with our LJC.  This is a great judgment machine.  This judgment originates from the altar as seen in Rev 6:9-10.  “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; (10) and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, will you refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’"  Again grace always precedes judgment.  You cannot hear that too often.  God’s grace is abundant and He never short changes us in regard to it.  He always gives plenty of warning and time before He judges individuals, groups of individuals, or nations.  The entire Tribulation is in crisis evangelism.  God gives these unbelievers plenty of time to hear His Gospel truth before judgment.  He wants unbelievers always to come to a saving knowledge of the LJC before they die.  1 Tim 2:4 “…who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
Chain of Action summary:
We need to look at the chain of action from heaven to understand the policy of God in administering judgment. 

A. Tribulational believers were martyred by unbelievers on earth.

B. These martyrs asked God the Father in imprecatory prayer to avenge their deaths because of and through the LJC in Rev 6.
C. The Father is in agreement and will answer them.

D. The LJC will command the judgments against the unbelievers through His angelic hierarchy and He will put everything into action or motion and carry out the judgments.

E. He commands these judgments against unbelievers because they reject Him and have murdered His saints.
F. The time it will take to bring on these judgments in the last half of the Tribulation is their grace period.
Are the Trumpet Judgments Literal Judgments?
The best way to decide whether the trumpet judgments are literal or symbolic is to study them in connection with the plagues of Egypt, as found in Exodus chapters 7-11.  Remember we always look for the first place in Scripture that a doctrine is presented.  In Exodus we see Moses performing the symbolic act of waving his rod over the waters of Egypt, which physically and literally turn to blood.  Likewise, Aaron put out his rod and smote the dust of the ground; as a result of that symbolic act, physical lice appeared.  Now here in Revelation chapter 8 we will see these wingless officer/angels performing the symbolic act of blowing each of their trumpets and administering the judgments.  Why should the result on the earth from these trumpet judgments be any less physical or literal than the events in Moses’ day?  Therefore in fact, we can conclude that they will be literal judgments.  

The First Trumpet: Earth Judged verses 6-7
(6) And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them off for judgment. 

(7) The first one sounded his trumpet and there followed (a terrible supernatural thunderstorm) hail and fire, which had been mixed with blood, and it was hurled down to the earth with the result that one third of the land mass was destroyed by fire, both one third of the trees were burned up plus all the green grass. 

This first trumpet judgment finds its historical and Biblical parallel in the seventh plague of Egypt.  Exo 9:24 “So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.”  We are told that what must have been a terrible supernatural thunderstorm rained down hail, fire and blood that destroyed a third of the earth, trees, and all the green grass!  Based on the Exodus reference, we see that this is actual physical judgment upon the earth and vegetation.  However, there may be a spiritual application as well.  It is important to remember that since man was made from the dust of the ground, the earth is cursed whenever man is cursed as you know from the fall of Adam.  The Hebrew word for man comes from ADAMAH (Adam), which is earth.  Compare this dual cursing in Gen 3:14-19 and Rom 8:18-23: God is cursing Satan in Gen 3:14-19. “The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you will go, and dust you will eat All the days of your life; (15) And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He (the LJC) shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel (the cross).’ (16) To the woman He said, ‘I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.’ (17) Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it; cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. (18) Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants of the field; (19) by the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’"   Now compare it to the following:  Rom 8:18-23 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. (19) For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. (20) For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him (God punished the earth as well as man at the fall) who subjected it, in hope (21) that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. (22) For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. (23) And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.” 
Besides physical punishment, we can see the symbolic and spiritual meaning of the three areas cursed:

A. “Earth” is symbolic of man.  1 Cor 15:47 “The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven.”
B. “Tree” also speaks of mankind.  Dan 4:11 “The tree grew large and became strong ad its height reached to the sky, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth.”  Mat 3:10 “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  Jer 17:5-8 “Thus says the Lord, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.  (6) For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant.  (7) Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord And whose trust is the Lord.  (8) For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought Nor cease to yield fruit.” 
C. “Grass” is used for the human race.   Isa. 40:6-8 “A voice says, ‘Call out.’ Then he answered, ‘What shall I call out?’ All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.  (7) The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  (8) The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.” and 1 Pet 1:24 “For, ‘all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass withers and the flower falls off…”
Principle
A. These coming judgments are of course, supernatural.  They are a direct consequence of man’s bad decisions.  Man is the author of his own adversity…self induced…self imposed misery from rejection of the LJC and His salvation and God’s personal plan for their lives. 

B. These judgments are so terrible in nature and sadly are the result of man’s apostasy and degeneration.  They actually chose to live in the cosmic world of Satan than in POG.  They were strongly deceived and deluded by Satan and his demons.  

C. Many believers will suffer also through these judgments but many will survive them because they have a personal sense of destiny from living consistently in the POG for the dispensation of the Tribulation.                        Since there is no longer a client/nation to God in the Tribulation, believers must have this spiritual personal sense of destiny in order to survive the horrors of the supernatural judgments.

Let’s look closely at the first trumpet judgment.  The verse states that there is a one-third destruction of vegetation again in three areas:
A. “Land mass” can be categorized as high desert country, forests, and grass lands for grazing.  

B. “Trees” can be categorized as all trees, which supply oxygen on earth, rain forests, and all forests on the earth.
C. “Green grass” or “grasslands” can be categorized as lawn grass, agricultural grains like hay, natural vegetation and cultivated plant life.  
Look at some statistics to be able to picture the size of this destruction.  There are 3 categories here:  grassland, deserts, and forests.  
A. There are Thirteen (13) million square miles of grassland in the world: 
1. Three and a half (3 ½) million are suitable for cold weather crops like wheat, rye and oats.
2. Six (6) million 800,000 square miles are suitable for warm weather crops like sorghum and cotton.

3. Two (2) million 700,000 square miles are suitable for grazing only.

B. There are seventeen (17) million square miles of desert like areas that can be converted into use for good grazing land or irrigation land for farming in the world.

C. There are twenty-two (22) million square miles of forests in the world:

1. Fourteen (14) million capable of being converted into crop producing land.

2. Nine (9) million acres of pristine forests in the world.
Please realize that the green mass of earth’s grasses and forests sustain atmosphere, oxygen, and other gases to breathe…photosynthesis etc.  So if one-third of all of this is destroyed, there is a tremendous loss of life sustaining requirements to live on earth.  The destruction is not in one place but the original language of the Greek indicates that the destruction is widespread with a total of one-third being destroyed from local impact and spreading outward from there.
It should not strike us as strange that this is a literal cataclysm, for such things have happened before.  God rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19 and as we have already seen, Egypt’s water turned to literal blood.  In fact, just such a disaster was predicted for the earth immediately prior to the “Day of the Lord:” Joel 2:30-31 "I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, Blood, fire, and columns of smoke. (31) The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome Day of the Lord comes.”  The Day of the Lord is the Second Advent of our LJC, which ends the destruction of the Tribulation and saves the remnant of believers for Millennial residency.
The Second Trumpet: the Seas and Sea-life are Judged and Imprecatory Prayers Answered verses 8-9
(8) The second angel sounded his trumpet and something like a great mountain burning with fire was hurled into the sea; and a third of the seas turned into blood, 

(9) and a third of the sea-life died and also a third of the shipping was destroyed. 

Based on what we have seen with the first trumpet, we can make similar applications in the following trumpet judgments.  This is a general universal attack on salt-water bodies and shipping.  This huge mountain John is writing about is most likely a giant burning meteorite that falls into the sea…it could possibly be only the Mediterranean Sea here but not likely because these judgments are not limited to the Middle East but are universal in there administration.  God is punishing all unbelievers and loser believers caught up in the mess as well.  He is also punishing the earth. 
The significance of blood in this passage of Revelation is two-fold:
A. It is a reminder to unbelievers of the Tribulation that the only way to heaven is salvation through the “blood of the Lamb,” the spiritual death of our LJC on the cross for all mankind…unlimited atonement.  It reminds them also that they have been evangelized and personally witnessed to in the days preceding the judgments.

B. Blood acts as salt-water pollution. Oceans and seas sustain the natural balance of nature in a great portion and to pollute them will cause great eco-changes…a grave situation to man.
Here are more statistics to be able to picture the size of the possible area of destruction upon salt water bodies.

A. The Pacific Ocean is the largest body of salt-water and is 63,855,000 million sq miles and 31,198 ft deep.

B. The Atlantic Ocean is 31,744,000 sq miles.

C. The Indian Ocean is 28,371,000 sq miles.

D. The Artic Ocean is 14,090,000 sq km.
E. The Mediterranean Sea is 957,000 sq miles.
F. The South China Sea is 895,000 sq miles.
G. The Bearing Sea is 876,000 sq miles.
H. The Caribbean Sea is 1,063,000 sq miles.
I. The Gulf of Mexico is 596,000 sq miles.
This gives you a little idea of the immense area of salt-water bodies over the globe.  There are many more seas but for time’s sake we’ll use these 9 examples only.
The Third Trumpet: Fresh Water Supply Judged verses 10-11
(10) Then the third angel sounded his trumpet and a giant star burning like a torch fell from the sky and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the lakes. 

The third trumpet judgment introduces us to a burning “torch” that falls from the sky, indicating that this is another meteorite.  In the Greek, it can refer to a celestial star, planet, or angel.  In this case it means a meteor because it is burning as it travels toward earth.  It is incandescent like a giant lamp flaming towards its target.

Here are more statistics to be able to picture the size of the possible area of destruction upon fresh water bodies.

A. The Nile River is the largest body of fresh water in the world and is 4,160 miles long.

B. The Amazon is next at 4,080 miles long.

C. The Mississippi including the Missouri River is at 3,740 miles long.

D. Yangtze River is 3,430 miles long.

E. The Yellow River in China is 3,010 miles long.

F. The Congo in Africa is 2,880 miles long.

G. The Parana River if Brazil is 2,484 miles long.

H. The Volga River in Russia is 2,292 miles long.

I. The Indus River is 1,980 miles long.

J. The St. Lawrence River is 1,900 miles long.

K. The Blue Danube River in Europe is 1,770 miles long.

L. The Arkansas River is 1,450 miles long.

M. The Colorado River is 1,450 miles long.

N. The Caspian Sea is 78,200 cubic km in volume.

O. Lake Superior is 2,900 cubic miles in volume.

P. Lake Victoria is 2,750 cubic km in volume.
Q. Lake Michigan is 1,180 cubic miles in volume.
R. Lake Tanganyika is 18,900 cubic km in volume.
S. Lake Erie is 484 cubic km in volume.
T. Lake Ontario is 1,639 cubic km in volume. 
Principles of Interpretation of Meaning of One-Third Effected

A. The judgments we are studying are literal!  They are real NOT symbolic.  In some cases we see the symbolism as previously discussed but in not way are the actual judgments just symbolic.  These are literal judgments based on the bad decisions of the world citizens.
B. They come from heaven and are administrated in a supernatural way by angels.  
C. These judgments are local…that is one-third of the earth, one-third of the seas and oceans, and one-third of the lakes and rivers.  It’s in a local area wherever the judgment hits that is affected and from there it spreads out locally until one-third of the earth is affected by that particular judgment.  One-third applies to place of impact wherever the judgment occurs and spreads out from that point.  The point of impact is not revealed.

D. These judgments are lucid…no question as to what is affected by the four trumpet judgments on the earth.

E. These judgments are locked in!  They are definitely certain as a part of historical trends of the Tribulation and as certain as the Word of God, which lives forever and ever…no doubt about it!

F. The recipients are unbelievers of the Tribulation.

Application for us in the Church Age: just as certain as these things will occur in the Tribulation as a result of rejection of God’s plan of salvation…our LJC and spiritual growth, so we as believers in the Church Age can anticipate some kinds of historical disaster like we have experienced already on 9/11/2001 because of the downtrends in history solely from bad decisions on the part of believers.  
More Principles That Apply So Far in the Lesson
A. One third destruction of the world is certainly a perfect example of God’s grace in regards to rejection of salvation, the spiritual negative volition toward Bible doctrine, rejection of The Laws of Divine Establishment (LDE), and residence in the cosmic system of Satan.  Truly He is gracious in not destroying more area.
B. Life is destroyed and life is sacred in God’s eyes.  But all life is not valuable: criminals must be executed (mainly murderers and rapists), enemies of our country that try to destroy us, lazy and degenerate individuals that produce consistent evil.  All should be destroyed in one way or another by divine retribution to protect the human race and God does periodically do that throughout His divine plan.
C. Impersonal or unconditional love is designed by God to benefit the human race…tolerance of others at all times.  Personal love is designed by God for the interaction with a few and it is optional.  

D. Morality is developed through the LDE for unbelievers and virtue is developed only by positive believers in the divine power system of the Holy Spirit and from Bible doctrine perceived, believed, metabolized and applied.
E. Impersonal love is a problem solving device (PSD)…example: the cross.  Our LJC solved the sin problem by using impersonal love for ALL sinners as He paid the penalty by dying spiritually for us on the cross.  He did it through impersonal love.  God cannot have anything to do with sin.  John 3:16 "For God so loved (impersonal love) the world, that He gave His uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  
F. Personal love is never a problem solver and is often a distraction to a relationship with God.  Impersonal love is the result of a personal relationship with God and personal love for HIM.   The more virtue the believer develops from Bible doctrine the more personal love he has for God and the more impersonal love he has for all mankind.
The Meteor Named Wormwood that Pollutes and Poisons the Waters
(11) And the name of the meteor is called Wormwood, now a third of the waters became poisoned because of the meteor called Wormwood, in fact, many of the human race died from the waters, because they were made polluted.
God calls the flaming meteor by name…”Wormwood.”  It is not a deadly poison usually but evidence shows that it can be.  It is a plant known as “genius artimesia herba-alba” in the Latin.  It has a strong extremely bitter taste and is well known in the ancient world as a cure for intestinal worms.  A great cure if you survive the treatment!!
Wormwood was used in the ancient world in the manufacture of a wine called absinthe.  It was a green alcoholic liquor containing all of wormwood and anise and causes mental derangement and wild hallucinations.  
Let’s look to Scripture as to why the Bible calls this meteor, “Wormwood.”  Pro 5:3 “For the lips of an adulteress drip honey…smoother than oil is her speech; (4) but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.”  Its use here shows a frustrated bitter relationship with the opposite sex and the destructive results of fornication.
“La anah” is “wormwood” in Hebrew and that is exactly the same as “absinthe” in the Greek.  It is always identified in the Bible as some form of discipline to an individual or a nation. Jer 9:15 “…therefore thus says the Lord of hosts (the armies), the God of Israel, ‘behold, I will feed them, this people, with wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink.’”  This is when God administered the fifth cycle of discipline to Israel for her consistent disobedience and idolatry.  
Wormwood always connotes divine judgment in the Bible.  The meteor called “Wormwood” is God’s divine discipline upon the unbelievers of the world in the Tribulation and this giant meteor is the means of administering divine judgment to the waters.   Wormwood is the name of the meteor and is not what pollutes the fresh water.  Wormwood is a metaphor for the supernatural poisoning that will take place.   Jer 23:15 "Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets, 'Behold, I am going to feed them wormwood and make them drink poisonous water, for from the prophets of Jerusalem pollution has gone forth into all the land.'"   Wormwood is a picture of the anti-pivot (not enough believers in the POG to keep the client/nation from being destroyed) and emphasizes the horrible idolatry used in Israel. Deut 29:18 “…so that there will not be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the Lord our God, to go and serve the gods of those nations; that there will not be among you a root bearing poisonous fruit and wormwood.”  Lam 3:15 “He has filled me with bitterness (and) he has made me drunk with wormwood.”   Believers positive to the POG and Bible doctrine are the only ones who survive this type of judgment.

Look at some of the diseases that will be borne by polluted water.  They are acute diarrhea, dysentery, typhoid fever, cholera, rabid fever, amebic dysentery, hookworm larvae, and many others.  Even lead poisoning can be transmitted by polluted water.  Just imagine the horrific result of these judgments upon mankind!

The pollution of the fresh waters of earth falls into three categories: viruses or bacteria; natural pollution from animal or human waste; and industrial pollution like acid rain and chemical runoffs.  This judgment will directly affect all the categories of fresh water.  Here they are:

A. Sterile fresh water used in medicine or IVs.

B. Distilled fresh water used in industry and households.

C. Mineral fresh water used in drinking and bathing.

D. Tap water used for drinking; treated with chemicals to keep disease free.

E. Well water not treated.

F. Standing water in rivers and lakes etc.

G. Rain water, which is contaminated by the atmosphere.

The Fourth Trumpet: The Heavens Smitten - verse 12
(12) And the fourth angel sounded his trumpet.  Then a third of the sun, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars were struck, so that one third of them might be darkened so that day might not shine for a third of it, and the night likewise. 

This judgment utilizes imagery from the ninth plague of Egypt in Exo 10:21-23. “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even a darkness which may be felt.’  (22) So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.  (23) They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their dwellings.”   This darkness was said to be so severe that it could be felt…it was thick!  Again in Rev 16:10-11 we see a spiritual darkness on the kingdom of the beast/dictator, the anti-Christ.  This judgment produces severe physical and mental pain.   “Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain, (11) and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.”  

The fourth trumpet strikes the sun, moon, and stars and a third of their radiation or light is extinguished!  Let me say that the word “stars” in this verse refer specifically to the planets in the solar system only.  These planets not the stars of the universe lose their source of light and radiation from this judgment.  The planets are closest to the earth not the stars. To understand better what this means we’ll take a science detour. 

The gravitational attraction of the sun controls the orbits of the planets in our solar system.  The sun is a rotating nuclear furnace composed mostly of hydrogen and helium which constantly emit energy.  Periodically magnetic fields develop on the surface of the sun called sun spots (they are dark in appearance because they are slightly cooler).  Associated with these magnetic disturbances, which can last for weeks, are streams of gas called prominences.  These prominences affect the earth’s magnetic field as well as its atmosphere and weather with maximum activity in eleven year cycles.  From the sun come gamma rays, x-rays, ultraviolet rays, visible light, infrared and radio waves.  These are called the sun’s electromagnetic radiations.  Only some of the rays extend and reach earth’s atmosphere, which acts as a filter to protect us.  God has an intricate order of production and provision for air from many layers of the atmosphere as we have discussed in a previous chapter.  The sun heats earth unequally and causes the wind cells we enjoy.  This fourth trumpet judgment from God cuts down this activity by one-third!  You can only imagine what this does to the earth’s weather, including the wind and light conditions and the affects it has on its inhabitants! 
This corresponds to the prediction of our LJC in Luke 21:25-26.  "There will be signs in sun and moon and stars (planets), and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, (26) men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.“
The Beginning of the Transition to the Three Woes: Demon Invasions – verse 13
(13) Then I observed and I heard one eagle flying in mid-heaven (this is the Cherub angel in charge of the seven wingless officer/angels) and he proclaimed with a loud voice, ‘Woe (the fifth trumpet judgment of Rev 9:1-12), woe (the sixth trumpet judgment of Rev 9:13-21), woe (the seventh trumpet judgment of Rev 11:15-12:17) to the inhabitants of the earth (both unbelievers and negative believers) because of the remaining trumpet blasts of the three angels who are about to sound off!’" 
This verse introduces the three woes (which are also the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments) of the Book of Revelation, which in turn inform us that as horrible as the first four trumpets have been, they will be surpassed in misery by that which is to follow!  The rebellion of human beings against God and our LJC strangely gets progressively worse in this horrific Tribulation.  Aware that they have sinned against God and are in the midst of judgments placed on them by the Lamb, these unbelievers can’t stand in that “great day of their wrath.”  Rev 6:17 “…for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"  We had that question answered for us by God in Chapter 7.  The ONLY ones who can stand in that day are those winner BELIEVERS who daily live in the pre-designed POG and are protected by Him.  Yet these unbelievers and even loser believers persist in their stubborn arrogant self-will against God and His plan.  Cosmic thinking is locked in.  This clearly answers the question often asked by people, “Will there be a second chance after death?”   The answer is ALWAYS the same, “NO, emphatically NO!  God states in His Word that salvation is now on earth.  What good would it do to give these kinds of people a second chance?  People who are negative to God and God’s plan would make the same decision a second time and every time because of locked in negative volition to salvation and the POG.”  They rely on themselves and their human good!!!  They had many, many chances to believe and to change their minds about the POG during the crisis evangelism of this seven year period of “hell on earth!”
The warning of this last verse in Revelation chapter 8, sounded by the Cherub angel, threatens that worse things are yet to come if you can imagine that!  The three woes of the Tribulation period are actually the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments with the third woe (seventh trumpet) introduced in the last half of the Tribulation.  The seventh trumpet judgment contains the seven (7) bowl or goblet judgments as well.  In other words the third woe had seven more judgments in it called bowl or goblet judgments.  The first woe or fifth trumpet judgment covers a five month period.  The second woe or sixth trumpet may cover a similar period.
Even a casual reading of the fifth , sixth, and seventh trumpets judgments (the three woes and seven bowl judgments) will acquaint the reader with the fact that they are distinguished from the previous judgment since they predict such an increase in the destructive powers to be unleashed on humanity.  Someone has aptly described this period as “hell let loose on earth.” 
In verse 13 following the judgment on the solar system we see an “eagle,” which is actually the Cherub angel in charge of the seven messenger angels administering the judgments.  We see this Cherub flying through mid-heaven and looking like an eagle, symbolic in Scripture of vengeance and warning.  Deut 28:49 “The Lord will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation whose language you shall not understand…” Hosea 8:1 “Put the trumpet to your lips! Like an eagle the enemy comes against the house of the Lord, because they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law.”  
Habak 1:8 "Their horses are swifter than leopards and keener than wolves in the evening. Their horsemen come galloping, their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swooping down to devour.”   The eagle symbolism warns the earth of the three remaining “woes” to come.  It also symbolizes the fact that the LJC controls history.  These woes will lead us up to the “Second Advent” in Chapter 11.  The angel flying in mid-heaven is again the Cherub in charge of all the wingless officer/angels who administer the seven trumpet judgments.  This Cherub is the fourth Cherub of Revelation chapter 4 that bore one fourth of the LJC’s Coat of Arms, which was the eagle and again which symbolizes the LJC’s control of history.  Rev 4:6-7 “…and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four cherubs (living creatures) full of eyes in front and behind (remember that denotes great wisdom of God’s Word and plan). (7) The first cherub was like a lion (our LJC’s title as Son of David, the King of Israel), and the second cherub like a calf (denotes our LJC’s servant-hood), and the third cherub had a face like that of a man (the humility of our LJC becoming a man and providing substitution in the  atonement for mankind), and the fourth cherub was like a flying eagle.”  
The Three Woes
Here is a peek at what is going to happen during the last three judgments of mankind in the Tribulation.
A. The first woe (fifth trumpet) is an invasion by a demon assault army led by Satan’s number two demon named Abaddon in the Greek or Apollyon in the Latin.  This demon invasion tortures all unbelievers.

B. The second woe (the sixth trumpet) is an invasion by a second demon assault army led by four demon generals of Satan that comes from under the Euphrates River.  This demon invasion kills many, many unbelievers.

C. The third woe (seventh trumpet which contains the seven bowl or goblet judgments) is Satan’s greatest anti-Semitism offensive with a demonic hard core army that surpasses all armies.  He leads this assault himself with the worst of the worst and the vilest of all attacks upon mankind…the Jews.  This is his attempt to destroy all of Israel so as to prevent the Second Advent or Coming of our LJC!   If there are no Jews left, the LJC cannot return to save them.  Without the Jews the prophecy of God concerning the four covenants to Israel cannot be fulfilled.
The Holy Spirit is restraining these demonic armies in the Church Age.  Most of these demons are imprisoned in Hades and under the Euphrates River, but many are loose around the universe and of course in our atmosphere on earth as well.  The Holy Spirit indwells the believers so there can be no demon possession of their bodies.  However, demons can influence believers through their personalities when believers are living in the cosmic system.  If you’re not in the POG daily, you are in the cosmic system and thinking like Satan.  In the POG you think like Christ and His Word, which is the mind of Christ.  When you are out of fellowship you are vulnerable to demon influence.  Both believers and unbelievers living in the cosmic system can be demon influenced.  In the future Tribulation, however, there will be overt demon attacks, which is impossible in the Church Age because of the Holy Spirit’s restraining ministry.  You should thank the Father everyday for this and you will see why in the study of the coming attacks by these demon armies.
The fascinating thing about these demon armies and their attacks is that these demon armies; one of which is led by Satan; one led by his highest general, Abaddon; and one led by four of his demon generals; are all going to attach in the Tribulation overtly and horribly and they will assault these people living in the cosmic system (their own kind!!!) both believer and unbeliever alike.  The victims are all Satan’s servants!!  Satan is ungrateful toward his human subjects and servants and He ALWAYS turns on his own!  
While Satan’s power is great and his genius even greater, in the last half of the Tribulation he is unable to control or coordinate his very own kingdom of darkness, which will be out of hand and uncontrollable due to the fact that Satan is no longer in heaven and he no longer controls his armies from heaven (Revelation chapter 12).  In the middle of the Tribulation he is cast out heaven by God and locked out of forever.  Satan is devastated by this…remember this is his home from which he has had freedom to enter and exit as he pleases.  The angelic war or conflict is still raging in heaven…demon against elect…Satan against Jesus.  It is a war of words as well as fighting.  Satan accuses believers day and night in heaven and Jesus defends us every time!   So when Satan is cast out, he goes into a tailspin!  His violence increases and his panic is real…he is no longer in control as he once was.  Now is sentence is very near and he is closer and closer to the Lake of Fire!  You can just imagine how enraged he is not only with God but with God’s people and his own servants as well…they have failed him and he can taste his failure with great reality.  He’s a monster!  

While his inability to control his armies doesn’t make sense and is not compatible with his genius, a study of the cosmic system will help us understand this principle…ARROGANCE has NO LOYALTY to ARROGANCE:

A. Loyalty is a great facet of leadership and demands integrity or honor.  Arrogance has no integrity at all.
B. Those people who live and reside in the cosmic system of Satan do not have integrity even if they had it before entering the cosmic system.  Living in it cancels any that they had previously.  In other words arrogance neutralizes integrity.

C. Looking ahead to chapter 9 of Revelation, we’ll see these hard core demon armies attack Satan’s human servants (those living in his cosmic system), which implies Satan’s loss of control of these armies and shows that these armies have no loyalty or honor because of their arrogance.
D. There is no respect for authority with the ascendancy of arrogance.

E. Even Satan himself becomes inconsistent and erratic as he attacks and attempts to destroy all Jews.  While doing so he even destroys those in his camp.

F. At least his great attack against the Jews has reason behind it.

G. He is seeking to destroy all Jews to abrogate the promises to them from God and to stop them before the Second Advent of our LJC.  
H. This is the modus operandi used by all arrogant human beings.  They all live in the cosmic system and it intensifies their arrogance and moves it in many directions.  There’s no loyalty, gratitude or integrity to appreciate any loyal service of subordinates. 

Closing Principles
A. These trumpet judgments are literal judgments originated by God.

B. They are local and spread to one-third of the area of the locality of the strike.

C. The results of these judgments are lucid.  The administration of them regarding places and people are understandable.

D. These judgments are locked in…they are CERTAIN.  They are orthodox eschatology…the future.

So in closing let me urge you to devote yourselves to God’s plan.  Be a winner in it.  Don’t let the cosmic system suck you in…fight it in the filling of the Holy Spirit and grow in the knowledge of our Savior and LJC.   
Phi 4:13 “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 

Close in Prayer
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