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BIBLE CLASS – May 3, 2007

Lesson 23r – The Book of Revelation – Chapter 9 – Handout # 11


Introduction to Revelation Chapter 9
In Revelation chapter 9 we find ourselves right in the middle of the Great Tribulation and the continuing judgment upon the Jewish people.  This chapter contains the first and second “woes” of the seventh seal (7 trumpet judgments) of the Doomsday Book and they are also called the fifth and sixth trumpet judgments.  These woes consist of two end-time invasions by Satan’s demon assault armies.  Demons administer these judgments.  We can say here that God uses evil to do away with evil.  Note: we will see in detail further on in our study in Revelation chapter 12, that the Tribulation is called a “time of wrath” because during this time the wrath of God, the wrath of Satan, and the wrath of man will be poured out upon the earth.  It is a terrible time of horror and adversity, which can never be described fully to satisfaction due to the fact that this is uncharted ground.  No one has ever seen, experienced, or could imagine the terrible horrors of the Tribulation.  As we go through each chapter you can see this horror and adversity continuing with the intensification of each judgment but at the same time you will also see that God will first give every chance possible to the unbeliever to come to a saving knowledge of Christ.  This is the GRACE of God.  That is the balance to creature capability of evil.  
The background of this chapter is found in the last verse of Chapter 8.  Rev 8:13 “Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in mid-heaven, saying with a loud voice, ‘Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels (three of the wingless messenger officers ordered to commence these judgments) who are about to sound!’"   The warning of this verse will be sounded by the special Cherub angel in charge of the seven wingless angels who will start these trumpet judgments.  The announcement threatens that worse things are yet to come!  The added designation of these trumpets implies a solemnity and fearfulness beyond anything we have previously considered in Revelation for those “who dwell on the earth.”  The Cherub angel in charge will announce these three “woes” to those dwelling on the earth.  In the first “woe” (Rev 9:1-12), which is also the “fifth trumpet judgment,” the earth is invaded by a demonic horde that emerges out of the Abyss; in the second woe (Rev 9:13-21), which is also the “sixth trumpet judgment,” there is an invasion of another demon army from the East that emerges out from under the Euphrates River.  The last woe is the “seventh trumpet judgment” and is not part of chapter 9.  We will study the third woe in Rev 11:15-19.
To fully understand this section of chapter nine, turn to Joel 2:1-ll.  Read the entire passage along with me or on your own.  Here we read of “the Day of the Lord,” which is the Tribulation.  Notice three things that relate to our study of Revelation from chapter 9 and following.  

1. The “locust-army” Rev 9:3-9 Rev 9:3 “Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power. (4) They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. (5) And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man. (6) And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them. (7) The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. (8) They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. (9) They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.”  Compare this with Joel 1:4-5.  “What the gnawing locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; and what the swarming locust has left, the creeping locust has eaten; and what the creeping locust has left, the stripping locust has eaten.  (5) Awake, drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you wine drinkers, on account of the sweet wine that is cut off from your mouth.”
2. The “signs” in the heavens Joel 2:10 “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”  See and compare to Matthew 24:29-31. "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  (30) And then the sign of the Son of Man (the Lord Jesus Christ…the Lion of Judah) will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. (31) And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect (all believers left at the end of the Tribulation) from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”  Now look at what we previously studied in Rev 6:12-13. “I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; (13) and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.” 

3. The approach of the Lord of Glory…the Lion of Judah, along with the question, “who can endure it?” is found in Rev 6:12-17.  You remember that question was answered in Revelation chapter 7.  Mature believers are the only ones who can endure or stand it because they are protected by God.  Rev 6:14-17 “The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  (15) Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; (16) and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; (17) for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’" 

The three “woes” of the Tribulation period are again actually the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments.  The seventh trumpet introduces the last half of the Tribulation and it contains seven “bowl" or “goblet” judgments!  The seventh trumpet and the third “woe” are the synonymous or the same.  The first “woe” or fifth trumpet covers five months.  The second “woe” or sixth trumpet may cover a similar period.
Even a casual reading of the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments will acquaint the reader with the fact that they are distinguished from the previous judgments since they predict such an increase in the destructive powers to be unleashed on humanity.  Someone has aptly described this period as “hell let loose on earth.” 

Before we begin our study of Chapter 9 remember that in chapter 8, with the opening of the seventh seal by our Lord Jesus Christ, we have studied the nature and the basis of these trumpet judgments and that these judgments are a direct answer to the Tribulational martyrs’ imprecatory prayers.  It is God’s vengeance on mankind.  Deut 32:41 “If I sharpen my flashing sword, and my hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on my adversaries, and I will repay those who hate me.”  Eze 7:9 “My eye will show neither pity nor will I spare (anyone). I will repay you according to your ways, while your abominations are in your midst; then you will know that I, the LORD, do the smiting.”   Rom 12:19 “Never take your own revenge, beloved (Church Age believers), but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘VENGENCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,’ says the Lord.” Heb 10:30 “For we know Him who said, ‘VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.’ And again, ‘THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.’" 

And repay HE does as we will see.  Right now the Holy Spirit is restraining these demon assault armies in the Church Age that will be unleashed on humanity in the last half of the Tribulation.  The Holy Spirit indwells believers so there can be no demon possession of their bodies BUT demon influence is the invasion of the believer’s personality and that is possible through residence in the cosmic systems of Satan.  If the believer resides in the cosmic system, he is out of fellowship and VULNERABLE to demon influence.  Both believers and unbelievers in the cosmic systems of Satan can be demon influences…ONLY UNBELIEVERS can be demon possessed.

In the future in the Tribulation however, there will be added demon attacks!  These will be overt demon attacks, which is impossible in the Church Age because of the Holy Spirit’s restraint.  You should thank God daily for this.

I am going to repeat the facts about these demon assault armies that I already taught at the end of chapter 8 as a review.  Remember repetition is how you learn and keep the doctrines permanent in your souls.  
Here are some fascinating facts about these demon assault armies and their attacks upon humanity in the Tribulation.
The first demon army will be commanded by Abaddon, Satan’s top general.  The second demon army will be commanded by four of his best demon generals (unnamed).  The third demon army, the fiercest of all will be commanded by Satan himself!  All of these assault armies are going to attack overtly and horribly and will assault the people living or residing in the cosmic system that Satan rules!!  In other words he will attack his own kind…his followers!!  They will be believers and unbelievers alike…servants of Satan.  But you’re not surprised are you?  Satan always eventually turns against his human servants because he is ungrateful and has no loyalty to anyone.
While Satan’s power is great and his genius even greater, he is unable to control or coordinate his very own kingdom of darkness entirely in the last half of the Tribulation, which will be out of hand and uncontrollable due to the fact that Satan is no longer in heaven!  And he no longer can control his armies from heaven.  He was kicked out of heaven and apparently when he had access to and from heaven, he had better control.  Maybe God allowed him to use heavenly technologies to keep control…I don’t know…but when he was tossed out of heaven permanently, he lost total control and this greatly enraged him.  He is angry, violent, and vengeful now!  His demon assault armies attack and destroy his human servants and while it doesn’t make sense or is not compatible with Satan’s genius, a study of the cosmic systems will help us understand this principle…arrogance has no loyalty:
1. Loyalty is a great facet or side of leadership.  It demands integrity on the part of the leader and arrogance has no integrity at all, neither temporarily or permanently.
2. Those people who live and reside in the cosmic systems of Satan do not have integrity even if they had it before entering into or involving themselves in the cosmic systems.  Living in the cosmic systems cancels any integrity they previously had. Arrogance neutralizes integrity.  

3. In other words, in anticipating these demon attacks on Satan’s human servants, implies his loss of control of these assault armies and this shows these assault armies have no loyalty or honor because of their gross arrogance.  They have followed their leader, Satan.

4. There is no respect for authority with the ascendancy of arrogance.  

5. Even Satan himself becomes inconsistent and erratic as he attacks and attempts to destroy all Jews.  While doing so he even destroys those in his camp…his human servants.

6. At least his great attack against the Jews has reason behind it…to eliminate them entirely so God’s plan cannot come to fruition and at the same time to cancel their promises from God.

7. This tells us even though unbelievers and believers have served Satan well in the cosmic system by furthering his plans to have a society without God or God’s grace, when he’s through using them, he rids himself of them. 

8. This is the motus operandi used by ALL arrogant humans as well.  They all live in the cosmic systems of Satan it intensifies their arrogance and moves it in many directions.  There is no loyalty, gratitude, or integrity to appreciate loyal the service of his subordinates.

These trumpet judgments again are literal judgments and they will originate from and by God.  They are local and spread out to and area one third around the locality of the strike.  The results of these judgments are clear.  The administration of these judgments regarding places and people are totally understandable.  They are locked in and they are certain.  This is orthodox eschatology.    
Let’s define orthodox or orthodoxy.  It means traditional, established, following established doctrine, accepted, authoritative, official, approved.  It is the opposite of “heterodoxy” or heterodox (which means other teaching than from the Truth of the Scripture), heresy or heretical, radical, liberal.  People who deviate from orthodoxy by professing a doctrine considered to be false and not from the Truth of the Word are most often called heretics…those who do not accept as Truth the written Word of God…the Bible in the original languages.  Apostasy, for example is a violation of orthodoxy that takes the form of abandonment of the faith, be it for some form of atheism or belief in some form of religion. Various groups and religions all have laid claim to the word orthodox as part of their titles and beliefs, usually in order to differentiate themselves from other, 'heretical' movements, HOWEVER, they are all UNORTHODOX that do not teach TRUE DOCTRINE…the WORD OF GOD as found in the original languages of the BIBLE!
Let’s define eschatology. (from the Greek ἔσχατος, Eschatos meaning "last" + -logy) is a part of theology and philosophy concerned with the final events in the history of the world, or the ultimate destiny of humanity, commonly referred to as the end of the world as written in the Bible…the Word of God.

As I mentioned previously, at this time in mid-tribulation, Satan has been cast out, evicted from heaven and God will permit him to release these three assault armies in this period as punishment to those unbelievers and believers residing in the cosmic systems of Satan. Let’s read ahead in Revelation chapter 12 about this event.
Let’s look closely at these assault armies before we get into the verse by verse study of chapter 9:
1. The first demon assault army under Satan’s general named Abaddon will come from out of the Abyss, a chamber of Hades in the center of the Earth.  The Abyss is one of four compartments in Hades: Paradise (which is empty now), Torments (where all dead unbelievers await final judgment), and Tartarus (where all demon angels and their offspring, the Nephilim, from Genesis chapter 6 await there final destination), and the Abyss (where these demon assault armies under Abaddon or Apollyon in the Latin await their release).  There are only two restrictions placed on them by God concerning these attacks.  Yes God can and will control these attacks:

a) Only believers and unbelievers residing in the cosmic systems can be attacked.

b) During the five month attack, they will not be allowed to kill those they attack…just torture them!

2. The second demon assault army comes out from under the Euphrates River in the Middle East.  They will be led by four demon general officers of Satan and they will kill one third of the people of earth…believers and unbelievers in the cosmic systems only.
3. The third demon assault army will be led by Satan himself and will bring a full-out assault against all Jews living in the time of the Tribulation.  It will be the greatest wave of anti-Semitism the world will EVER know.  

All of these assault armies have been training for centuries for the day of their attacks!!  Centuries…can you imagine the hatred and sheer violence they will unleash on the cosmic people of the Tribulation?  It is unimaginable!  Thank God we will not be there and that God has spared His Church Age children from this wrath.

Let’s take a look at Satan also before we go on.  
1. Satan has two advents in human history just like our Savior the LJC does:

a) Satan’s first advent is in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3.

b) His second advent is at the end of the Millennium to lead a revolution called the Gog Revolution in Scripture. This is found in Revelation 20.
Both of his advents are in perfect environment!!!!  And the result of his advents destroys perfect environment!!!

2. He is a great organizer and administrator that is, until mid-tribulation, when he no longer resides in heaven or has access to it.  He is a great administrator.  He would have to be to accomplish the deceit he spreads to most of the human race and to the nations of the world.
3. He is a murderer and a liar in John 8:44. "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 
4. He is the enemy of Bible doctrine in Matt 13:19.  "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. Mat 13:39 “…and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 
5. He is the enemy of the Church. Rev 2:10 “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”   Rev 2:24 “But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan (false teachings to lure the believer away from Truth), as they call them…I place no other burden on you.”  Eph 6:11 “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.” 
6. He is the ruler of this world until the Second Advent of our LJC. Luke 4:5-8“And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. (6) And the devil said to Him, ‘"I will give you all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. (7) Therefore if you worship before me, it shall all be yours.’ (8) Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, you shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.'" John 12:31 "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”  John 14:30 "I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in me…”  John 16:11 “…and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”  2 Cor 4:4 “…in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  He has a strategy regarding the nations.  Rev 12.
7. He has a strategy regarding unbelievers in the world to blind them so they don’t come to a saving knowledge of our LJC. 2 Cor 4:4 “…in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  1 John 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” Rev 20:10 “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” Eph 2:2 “…in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.”

Let me introduce you to Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer: he was an American Bible lecturer and theologian. Lewis Sperry Chafer was born February 27, 1871, at Rock Creek, Ohio. Graduating from Oberlin College in 1892, he studied under Dr. Frank E. Finch and was ordained to the Presbyterian ministry in 1900.  Chafer launched into evangelism, demonstrating talent as a Gospel singer, as well as a preacher. He toured as a renowned Bible lecturer from 1914 until 1924, when he founded Dallas Theological Seminary and became its first president.   Chafer was widely honored, receiving a D.D. from Wheaton (1926), Litt.D., Dallas (1924), and Th. D. from the Aix-en-Province, France, Protestant Seminary (1946). He wrote prolifically, producing his widely-read Grace, Salvation and True Evangelism and his monumental “Systematic Theology.” Through all of the acclaim and accomplishments, his students remember best his deep reverence for the Word and a daily, humble dependence on the Holy Spirit.  Dr. Chafer died August 22, 1952, but his work continues through his books and his students.  Note: even though Dr. Chafer was a Presbyterian minister and pastor/teacher, he vehemently denied the heresy of “5 Point Calvinism” of which the Presbyterian Church is heavily into today and “Covenant Theology”…both are great heresies against the Word of God.
Here is what renowned theologian, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer had to say about Satan in volume 2, page 100 of his book, Systematic Theology.”  Quote: “Next to the lie itself, the greatest delusion Satan imposes, reaching to a large portion of Christians, is the supposition that only those things society considers evil could originate from the devil.  It is NOT the reason of man but the REVELATION of God which points out that governments, morals, education, art, literature, commerce, vast enterprises, organizations, and much religious activity are a part of “cosmos diabolicus” (cosmos diabolicus is the system Satan has developed, which includes all the good that he can incorporate into it and be consistent with the aim he seeks to accomplish.)  The question arises that the existence of gross evil in the world is due to Satan’s intention to have it so or whether it indicates Satan’s inability to execute all that he has personally designed.  Revelation declares that the whole cosmic system must be annihilated not its evil alone but all that is in it… (human) good and bad.  God will incorporate nothing of Satan’s failure into the kingdom (the 1000 year Millennium), which He must set up on Earth,” unquote.  

Now going to page 101 of volume 2, Chafer wrote: Quote: “Since the blood redemption of the cross is central truth and value of the true faith, it being the power of God unto salvation, any counterfeit system of doctrine, which would omit this essential in evangelism, must force some secondary truth into place of prominence.  Any of the great Scriptural subjects, which are of universal interest to humanity such as physical health, life after death, morality, or unfulfilled prophecy, may be substituted in the false systems for that which is vital to salvation.  And while those subjects are all found in their proper relation and importance in the true faith, the fact that people are universally inclined to give attention to them furnishes an opportunity for Satan to make a strong appeal to humanity through them using these subjects as central truths in his false and counterfeit systems.  Many are easily led to fix their attention on secondary things and to neglect wholly the primary things.  This especially is true since the secondary things are tangible and seen while the one essential thing is spiritual and unseen.  And Satan has blinded their eyes toward that which is of eternal value,” unquote.    
Now look at what Chafer says on page 101 of volume 2: Quote: “The idea that man will stand on personal worthiness has been the chief heresy opposing the central doctrine of grace.  It so permeates the church that few who preach are able to exclude it from their attempts at Gospel preaching.  It is safe to say that wherever the element of human merit is allowed to intrude into the presentation of the plan of salvation, the message is Satanic to that extend!

Satan’s Strategy and Schemes

Satan, the great deceiver, has a strategy and many schemes against believers in the royal family of God. The devil or “diabolus” in the Greek language means to “rip apart.”  He wants nothing more than to rip you apart from your relationship with God, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and His plan especially in the Church Age.  Angels are watching human history because human history will settle the angelic conflict and prove Satan wrong and deserving of his sentence to the Lake of Fire for rebelling against Jesus Christ.  Jesus already defeated Satan at the cross but he is fighting mad and will become more and more desperate and violent as his sentence draws nearer everyday.  We must defeat him tactically everyday by KNOWING the will and plan of God for our lives and how Satan tries to distract us from it.
We must have the wisdom from God’s Word to understand Satan’s plan and schemes and then avoid them and trust the Father’s plan ONLY for this life He has given us on earth.   2 Cor 2:11 “…so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.”   
Let’s learn about the strategies he has against us both positive and negative believers:
1. Satan accuses all believers and it keeps him in heaven part of the time when he does it.  Job 1:6-11 “Now there was a day when the sons of God (angels) came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. (7) The Lord said to Satan, ‘From where do you come?’ Then Satan answered the Lord and said, ‘From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.’ (8) The Lord said to Satan, ’Have you considered my servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.’ (9) Then Satan answered the Lord, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing? (10) Have you not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. (11) But put forth your hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse you to your face.’"   Zech 3:1-3 “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.  (2) The Lord said to Satan, ‘The Lord rebukes you, Satan! Indeed, the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebukes you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire (Joshua is saved by grace)?’ (3) Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.”  Rev 12:9-10 “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him (in the middle of the Tribulation…he and his demons were banished forever from their heavenly home…forever). (10) Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren (Satan) has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.’”
2. Satan sponsors various forms of reversionism and tries to get the believer distracted from the Word of God as the number one priority in the believer’s scale of values.  Paul is teaching us here to stay OUT of the cosmic systems of Satan and not to be fooled by him.  This is very strong.   1 Cor 10:19 “What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? (20) No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons. (21) You cannot drink the cup of the Lord (living in the plan of God) and the cup of demons (living in the cosmic system); you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”   2 Cor 11:3, 13-15 “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ (it’s simple because it is grace and for everyone to be able to follow precisely).  (13) For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. (14) No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (religion). (15) Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness (because they think they are doing “good” and they are self-righteous ignoring God’s righteousness, the plan of God, and His grace policy), whose end will be according to their deeds.”   This last part of the verse in 2 Corinthians means their end or their “works” will be judged and they will either go into the Lake of Fire for rejecting the LJC and relying on their “good works” for salvation or as loser believers they will lose their rewards at the Evaluation or Judgment Seat of the LJC because they produced on “human good” in their lifetime instead of divine good from living in His plan.
3. Satan seeks to frustrate the will of God in the life of the believer.  He does this in three categories:

a) Mentally.  Eph 4:14 “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine (false doctrine), by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming…”
b) Geographically.  1 Thess 2:18 “For we wanted to come to you…I, Paul, more than once…and yet Satan hindered us.”
c) Operationally. James 4:7-8 “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil (by living in the plan of God filled with the Spirit) and he will flee from you.  (8) Draw near to God (live in His plan) and He (God) will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands (rebound/confess), you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded (thinking of Satan and his cosmic system).”
4. Satan tries to neutralize the application of Bible doctrine by influencing the believer to worry or be anxious. 1 Pet 5:7 “…casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. (8) Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
5. Satan tries to destroy the believer’s focus in life in three ways: 

a) By influencing the believer to get his eyes on self.  Let’s look at Elijah, one of God’s prophets who was being influenced by Satan in this passage of Scripture.  Elijah was arrogant here and thought more of himself than he ought to have thought.  He assumed that he was the only one left who obeyed God after he prayed to God to kill Jezebel’s 750 demonic priests who worshipped Baal, the evil god in the Phallic Cult.  But Elijah was wrong.  First this is what Elijah said to God.  1 Kings 19:10 “He said, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of the armies; for the sons of Israel have forsaken your covenant, torn down your altars and killed your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.’"  Now look at God’s reply to Elijah.  1 Kings 19:18 "Yet I will leave 7,000 in Israel whose knees that have not bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him."  You see God in His omniscience knew that there were 7000 Jews who still obeyed Him and did not worship Baal besides Elijah.  Elijah was afraid (another of Satan’s strategies to get the believer away from thinking Bible doctrine) that Jezebel was going to kill him in retaliation of his getting her evil prophets killed so he was vulnerable to the influence of the supreme evil one, Satan.
b) By influencing the believer to get his eyes on people.  God wants us to rely on Him and His power and plan not on man who will fail you or disappoint.  God never fails or disappoints.  Jeremiah 17:5 “Thus says the Lord, ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.” 

c) By influencing the believer to get his eyes on things.  Heb 13:5-6 “Make sure that your character is free from the love (lust) of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ (6) so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is my Helper, I will not be afraid, what can man do to me?’" 
6. Satan seeks to get the believer involved in improving his world by occupying the believers’ minds with temporal solutions and problems that advocate systems to improve man’s environment and of course this means socialism, social action, the welfare state etc.
7. Satan inculcates (repeatedly teaches or influences) fear regarding physical death.  Heb 2:14-15 “Therefore, since the children (believers) share in flesh and blood, He Himself (Jesus) likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him (Satan) who had the power of death, that is, the devil, (15) and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.”
Religion: the Devil’s Greatest Scheme and His Greatest Deception upon the Human Race
Here’s your first look at the TRUTH about RELIGION. I will mention it briefly in this chapter and at length in chapters to come.  I talked about religion many times before to your confused faces.  I taught about the fact that Satan created religion to counterfeit the plan of God and His Word.  Now bear with me here because it’s time to concentrate and put aside your pre-conceived ideas about it, okay.  You’re saying to yourself, “How can religion be the counterfeit to the plan of God?”  “Religion is full of talk of God, good people, and ideas.”  You are thinking, “Religion and religious people help others.”  “Look at Mother Teresa!” you say.  Well unfortunately you are thinking just like the majority of the world…just as Satan wants you to think.  But people can have the best intentions and do the kindest and nicest things in this, the devil’s world, and have it count for nothing if God and His Word are ignored and you think you’re doing all this good from your own ability and talents.  That is AGAINST the will of God…totally!  What I’m telling you IS God’s Truth.  God the Holy Spirit will make the Truth clear to you if you listen objectively in the filling of the Spirit as we continue, okay.  So let’s begin.
Again, I repeat, religion has been created by Satan to counterfeit the plan of God and His Truth.  It is a system of HUMAN WORKS to gain the attention or approbation of God.  Here’s what God says about our human works or human good.  Isa 64:6 “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds (human good) are like a filthy garment (the Hebrew word for filthy garment here was used by the Jews to mean menstrual rags! ! !); and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”  The phrase in this verse “filthy garment” is the worst possible meaning of the words!  So get the picture?  God doesn’t talk in euphemisms...man does!  God calls our good intentions, good deeds, good practices or whatever you want to call them, what they are…filth!  
Religion promotes human good and works apart from the plan and purpose of God.  Satan loves this and he deceives many by religion…it works!  People believe they are helping God!   Christianity is NOT a religion but it is a RELATIONSHIP with God through FAITH in JESUS CHRIST, GRACE and TRUTH.  Religion is the antithesis of TRUTH…it is the exact opposite of it.  Satan started religion through his extreme arrogance and deceitful nature and rebellion against God and God’s just sentence and destination for Satan…the Lake of Fire…for his rebellion.  Religion is a brilliant PLOY or LIE to deceive the majority of negative human beings on earth and to keep them from the TRUTH of God and HIS wonderful plan for mankind in JESUS CHRIST.  THIS IS THE ANGELIC CONFLICT!  

Satan is the present ruler of the world and has been since Adam fell in the Garden.  You remember how he deceived the woman…we’ve discussed it many times.  He always uses the weakest link…NO Bible doctrine or very little of it.  We are all weak links if we are not equipped with Bible doctrine in our souls and growing daily spiritually.  Without momentum from the Word streaming through our consciences, we WILL BE deceived.  Deception by Satan and his cosmic system which includes religion is the result of our IGNORANCE.  If we don’t have the Word living in our souls so we can be ready in any circumstance to discern whether something is TRUTH or deception, we will be deceived by the cosmic system.  Wisdom of God’s Word is the key to keep from being deceived by this brilliant demon.  
Turn in your Bibles to John chapter 8.  Let’s study what is happening in this chapter.  It is an example of what religious people think and do.  They are self-important and self-righteous and quick to condemn in many cases.  Jesus had many encounters with religion people and religious arrogance.  Note in particular what he told the religious Pharisees in this passage when they claimed that they were of God.  John 8:39-44 “They answered and said to Him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham.  (40) But as it is, you are seeking to kill me, a MAN who has told you the Truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do. (41) You are doing the deeds of your father (Satan)." They said to Him, ‘We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.’  (42) Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on my own initiative, but He (God the Father) sent me. (43) Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear (understand TRUTH) my word. (44) You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no Truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

In his genius Satan has through religion created a counterfeit for everything in God’s plan and Truth:
1. A counterfeit Gospel.  2 Cor 4:4 “…in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  2 Cor 11:3-4 “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. (4) For if one comes and preaches another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.”
2. Counterfeit ministers.  Mat 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”  Rom 16:18 “For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites (lusts); and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”  2 Cor 11:13-14 “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. (14) No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (Satan wants to be like God and desires to appear “good” so mankind will find goodness on the earth without God!).”  False teachers use human public relation systems and legalism (taboos) to ensnare believers.  Gal 4:17-18 “They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out so that you will seek them.  (18) But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, and not only when I am present with you.”  2 Tim 3:5-7 “…holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these. (6) For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses (lusts), (7) always learning and never able to come to the knowledge (Epignosis) of the truth.”  They appeal to the human ego and pride.  2 Cor 10:12 “For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding (God’s Word in their soul…TRUTH).” 
3. Counterfeit doctrines.  1 Tim 4:1 “But the (Holy) Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith (the Word and plan of God), paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons…” 

4. A counterfeit communion table.  1 Cor 10:19-21 “What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? (20) No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons. (21) You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.” Idolatry (worship of false gods or idols) is promoted in the devil’s communion table. 

5. A counterfeit spirituality based on competitiveness and inordinate competition.  Gal 3:2-3 “This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the (Holy) Spirit by the works of the Law (human ability or works), or by hearing with faith? (3) Are you so foolish? Having begun by the (Holy) Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh (human ability or works)?” 

6. A counterfeit righteousness.  Mat 19:16-28 “And someone came to Him and said, ‘Teacher (obviously this man did not think that Jesus was God or the Messiah…this man perceived Jesus as a wise teacher of the Scripture), what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?’ (17) And He said to him, ‘Why are you asking me about what is good? There is only ONE who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.’ (18) Then he said to Him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said ‘you shall not commit murder; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; (19) honor your father and mother’ and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ (20) The young man said to Him, ‘All these things I have kept; what am I still lacking?’ (21) Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, FOLLOW ME (faith alone in Christ alone).’ (22) But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property (he was wealthy).  (23) And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. (24) Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’  (25) When the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ (26) And looking at them Jesus said to them, ‘With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible (God is the only ONE who can save us…all we do is go to HIM to receive Christ).’  (27) Then Peter said to Him, ‘Behold, we have left everything and followed you; what then will there be for us?’  (28) And Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed me in the regeneration (they believed in Him alone for salvation and were regenerated…”born again”) when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

7. A counterfeit power and dynamics of that power.  2 Thess 2:8 “Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; (9) that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, (10) and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved (they did not believe and therefore, did not receive the GIFT of salvation!).” 
8. Counterfeit gods. Habak 2:18-19 "What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, or an image, a teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork when he fashions speechless idols. (19) Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, 'Awake!' To a mute stone, 'Arise!' And that is your teacher? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it.”  Satan promotes self-righteousness and legalism.  He encourages people to gossip and malign others and to ignore privacy.  1 Tim 1:7-8 "...wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.  (8) But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully…”  2 Thess 2:3-4 “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness (the anti-Christ…the dictator of revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation) is revealed, the son of destruction, (4) who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.” 
The First Woe – the Fifth Trumpet Judgment – the First Demon Assault Army – A Star Fell from Heaven
(1) The fifth angel (a wingless pursuivant officer angel) sounded his trumpet and I saw a star (Satan) fall from heaven to the earth…

The “star from heaven” is referred to as “him” indicating a creature.  Comparison with Rev 12:4 suggests that we are dealing with an angelic being.  It is the same angel that will indwell the antichrist in Rev 17:8.  Yes, “star” in this verse is actually referring to Satan and his fall from heaven in the middle of the Tribulation.  He is the one and he will finally be kicked out of his heavenly home by God the Father.  Let’s look at the prophecy of Isaiah about this in Isa. 14:12.  ”By the abundance of your trade (Satan’s spread of discontent and revolution) how you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!”   He will be thrown out of heaven just prior to the third woe or third assault against the Jews…the worst in human history.  This is the desperation of Satan.  His is in the last throws of his ruler-ship of the earth and closer and closer to his incarceration and sentencing to the Lake of Fire.  He is angry and desperate and the target of his violence and anger are the Jews!   This assault is the worst attempt to annihilate the Jews by Satan.   Ezekiel also prophesies about it in Eze. 28:16. “…you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub (so called when he guarded the thrown of God), from the midst of the stones of fire.”   The Lord Jesus Himself spoke of this in Luke 10:18. “And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.”   In Revelation 12:7-9 we see what the Holy Spirit told John to write about the great and final war in heaven between the Archangel Michael and the elect angels and the dragon, Satan, and his fallen angels or demons.  As you can see by the passage, Michael won.  
“And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, (8) and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. (9) And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”   This is Satan at his lowest.
Principle: you cannot maintain a position of strength as a creature apart from humility.  Arrogance puts you immediately into a position of weakness.  No one can survive the ravages of arrogance.  And worst of all it damages the very functions of life.  Satan is pure arrogance and he hasn’t changed one bit since the fall.  In fact, his arrogance continually worsens.  

Let’s review a bit about Satan and all angels.  We’ll start with God’s “star” creation.  Satan wanted planet Earth and he got it and rules it…BUT it NEVER made him happy.  Remember he wanted to be just like God and he was so egotistical from arrogance that he rebelled and actually thought he could win.  Do you see what arrogance can do to you?  He was with God for a very long time and knew God!  He saw God’s perfection and perfect righteousness but Satan entertained thoughts about himself (occupation with self) that grew into a huge problem…an inflated ego!  Once he rebelled, it darkened his soul and he no longer could see God as He truly is.  This is called black out of the soul and it happens when you rebel against God or His Word.  

After Satan sinned he was immediately sent to trial and sentenced.  Once proven guilty by the supreme court of heaven, he left his rank and privileged place in there as God’s “covering cherub.”  God assigned a new rank to replace Satan and assigned at least six of these angels that rank of seraph.  He added two more wings on each as well to recognize their devotion to Him, His plan and His Word.  These seraphs were special…quite the opposite of Satan. We’ve discussed this many times before and I emphasize the genius of Satan here in that it took six or so seraphs to replace the one cherub, Satan.  Now there are more cherubs and seraphs to replace him.  So as a result of Satan’s rebellion and resultant angelic conflict the college of heralds or seraphs and additional cherubs were started.  They were made higher than Satan after his fall!  

Now in the middle of the Tribulation, earth is Satan’s domain and he will NEVER again be permitted into heaven.  The last three and a half years of the Tribulation Satan will rule his world and not be allowed back into heaven!  What a blow for him.  He will be limited now.  Isa 14:12 “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!”  Here’s another verse designating the word “star” to angels.   Job 38:7 “When the morning stars (angels) sang together and all the sons of God (angels) shouted for joy?” 
There are two categories of angels in general: elect and fallen.  Heb 2:2 “For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty…”   Rev 12:7 “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war…”  Elect or holy angels are saved.  They chose God at some point after some kind of choice was given them for salvation.  All angels eventually sinned after Satan and were in need of salvation.  We aren’t given the details of that salvation but only the results.  “Holy” has to do with their life.  “Elect” has to do with their function in life.  Mar 8:38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."   1 Tim 5:21 “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.”   Rev 14:10  he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.”

Fallen angels are imprisoned in two compartments of Hades: Tartarus and the Abyss.  Operative or active fallen angels are called demons are all over the earth and assigned to a specific geographical area.  Mark 5:12 “The demons begged Him, saying, "Send us into the swine so that we may enter them."   1 Cor 10:21 “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”  1 Tim 4:1 “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.” 
Sentenced to the Lake of Fire before man was created, Satan appealed his trial and sentencing.  To show just how fair God is, God allowed appeal.  God through His integrity and honor was just in sentencing Satan because he rejected God’s grace and salvation.  Remember we don’t have all the details in the Bible about angelic salvation and God deemed it UN-necessary to have details.  It was absolutely fitting that God did allow the appeal.  As a result, man was created to resolve the Angelic Conflict by being created lower than angels…an inferior creature compared to angels.  Human history is an extension of the Angelic by being created a lower creature without the strength or beauty of angels and without their ability.  The one thing humanity has in common with angels is volition and it is a demonstration to Satan that the judgment of all fallen angels (those who chose Satan over God) and their eventual fulfillment of that judgment in the Lake of Fire is totally and completely compatible with His divine holiness, which is His righteousness and justice.  This is the essence of God.

In order to resolve and prove that Satan’s appeal case is not valid, we have God’s creation of the lower creature…MAN!  Human history is an extension of the Angelic Conflict.  The answer to the appeal by Satan is found in the character and nature of God…the application of the essence of God rationale to the situation (the essence of God rationale is part of the Faith Rest drill, number three in the list of problem solving devices that God has provided for us.  We must apply this rationale in regards to the Angelic Conflict.  Every situation brings out a different characteristic or attribute of His essence or nature and a new creature was necessary of course to reveal this principle.  Look at these different situations in the plan of God and the different attributes of God that they bring out or manifest (demonstrate):
1. Salvation – manifests the sovereignty of God, the love of God, His eternal life, and immutability. 
2. Judgment – manifests His sovereignty, His righteousness (+R), His justice, His eternal life, His omniscience, and His omnipotence.
3. Faithfulness – manifests His immutability (unchanging nature), His love, and His veracity (Truth).
Negative volition presents a challenge to all God’s creatures.  When they are negative they go directly against God’s will and plan for their lives and miss out on His grace and provision.  There are consequences for this and in the case of fallen angels and unbelieving mankind they are dire.  For believers there is divine discipline but never severance from God’s salvation.

The angelic negative volition is expressed in many ways:
1. The original sin of Satan.  Isa 14:12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!” 

2. Angelic rejection of the LJC, which is described in Rev 12:4.  “And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth.  And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child.” 

Human volition is tested in exactly the same way angelic volition was tested in prehistoric times.  Angels started out innocence just like man did in the Garden.  Angels sinned as illustrated by the negative volition of Satan.  Man sinned as illustrated by the negative volition of Adam.  God provided some form of salvation for the angels in eternity past that has NOT been revealed to us in the Scriptures.  God has provided salvation for man that does not and never will include human works of any kind…faith alone in Christ alone.
Man and angels are divided into two categories: saved and unsaved.  Both man and angels were tested in innocence.  Both man and angels were tested in perfect environment.  Both failed the test!  And the result was spiritual death.  Both failed through negative volition and the result was spiritual death.  

After the fall of man, salvation was offered (immediately) for the first time in Gen 3:15. “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed (Jesus); He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him (Jesus) on the heel (the cross)."  This is God telling mankind that the LJC will be bruised for all mankind on the cross.   Man after sinning received the old sin nature permanently in the physical body until physical death.  

The solution and answer to Satan in the great issue of resolving his appeal will be this: will man who is a lower creature than angels personally accept God’s plan of salvation, personal faith in the LJC as Savior? Jesus Christ who chose to become a man and is to this day the God/Man forever in heaven came down to save the lower creature, mankind and to prove to Satan once and for all that his trial and sentencing was fair and just.

Heb 1:2-14 “…in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world (Jesus Christ is the creator of all). (3) And He (Jesus) is the radiance of His glory (God the Father) and the exact representation of His nature (equal with the Father in nature and essence), and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins (His substitutionary atonement on the cross), He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty (God the Father) on high, (4) “…having become as much better than the angels (in His resurrection body), as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.  (5) For to which of the angels did He (the Father) ever say, ‘YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU?” And again, ‘I will be a father to Him and He shall be a Son to me?’ (6) And when He again brings the firstborn (the LJC) into the world, He says, ‘and let all the angels of God worship Him.’ (7) And of the angels He says, ‘Who makes His angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.’ (8) But of the Son He says, ‘Our throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom. (9) You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, your God has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your companions. (10) And, ‘you, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of your hands; (11) they will perish, but you remain; and they all will become old like a garment, (12) and like a mantle you will roll them up; like a garment they will also be changed, but you are the same, and your years will not come to an end.’  (13) But to which of the angels has He ever said, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet?’ (14) Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation (Church Age believers)?”   Psa 110:1 “The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."  1 Cor 15:24-25 “…then comes the end when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power (Satan and his fallen angels). (25) For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.” 

The result of this Angelic Conflict and appeal trial of Satan is that both elect angels and demons (those left to roam the earth) constantly observe mankind from the second and third heaven.  Here are the passages in Scripture concerning this:

1. The first passage shows the opposition of fallen angels towards believers including Satan.   Job 1:6 “Now there was a day when the sons of God (angels) came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.” Job 2:1-3 “Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord. (2) The Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Then Satan answered the Lord and said, ‘From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.’  (3) The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man fearing God and turning away from evil. And he still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to ruin him without cause.’"   Luke 15:7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven (from angels) over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine (self) righteous persons (who do not think they need to be saved) who (think they) need no repentance.  

2. Angels observe the conversion of man. They learn that through the conversion of one person, the grace, justice, honor, and integrity of God is manifest.  Luke 15:10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents (changes his mind about the LJC)."  Angels observe everything that man does under every circumstance of life.1 Cor 4:9 “For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 1 Cor 6:3 “Do you not know that we will judge angels (reference to the appeal trial of Satan)? How much more matters of this life? 1 Cor 11:10 “Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority (under their husband’s authority) on her head (long hair); because of the angels (Christian marriage is the third witness in the Angelic Conflict against Satan and his appeal trial!). Eph 3:10 “…so that the manifold (the many sided) wisdom of God might now be made known through the church (Church Age believers only) to the rulers and the authorities (elect and fallen angels) in the heavenly places (in the second and third heaves).   Eph 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood (man), but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness (all of he previous descriptions refer to demons) in the heavenly places.  
3. The angels observed the incarnation…the birth of the LJC.  Luke 2:13 “And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host (entire angelic army paraded past to see the baby Jesus) praising God and saying, (14) ‘Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace (prosperity because salvation has come in the flesh) among men with whom He is pleased.’"   1 Tim 3:16 “By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness (spirituality life and plan for believers in the Church Age): He who was revealed in the flesh (the LJC), was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.” 1 Tim 5:21 “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality. 1 Pet 1:12 “It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven…things into which angels long to look.”  You are under constant observation.
As a result then of the Angelic Conflict, God has a plan for every believer and that plan has three phases:

1. Phase one = the salvation phase.  This is instantaneous when a person believes in the LJC as his personal Savior. 

2. Phase two = the believer in time through prosperity, suffering and changes in circumstances, which will go back and forth.  Believers demonstrate to angels the provision and power of God, the grace of God, and the integrity of God.

3. Phase three = the believer in eternity.  This is where the believer becomes superior to angels as Christ is in resurrection bodies.  

Angels learn a great deal about their own conflict through man’s sufferings and prosperities on earth and primarily they see the justice of God in action…a perfect God with perfect righteousness making perfect provision for all His creatures.

Satan, through the fall of man, gained control of the entire world but NOT necessarily control of man.  He has the genius cosmic system (one and two) by which he administers his ruler-ship of the world to man.  We will see that in these three demon attacks in last half of the Tribulation can only affect believers and unbelievers who dwell in his cosmic system only!  They will all be subject to demon violence.

Principle: human volition or free will is man’s…God given…and if man chooses for God, there is great blessing for man but if he chooses against God’s plan, it will cause him to be ENTRAPPED or a slave to and by the cosmic system.  The first and foremost issue becomes then salvation.  If man chooses through his own free will to believe in the LJC…faith alone in Christ alone…it frees man from satanic control and dominion.

The Angelic Conflict answers a lot of the basic questions about life:

1. Why does man exist?  Inside of man’s soul is volition, which linked with the cross resolves the Angelic Conflict.  The Cross is the real victory of the Angelic Conflict.  Col 2:14-15 “…having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. (15) When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities; He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.”  Read the entire book of Hebrews, chapter 2.
2. Why does sin exist?  Man’s free will is the source of all sinfulness in the human race.  It created the old sin nature and thus the need for salvation through the substitutionary work of our LJC on the cross, which removed the sin barrier that was between God and mankind.

3. Why is there suffering?  While the church is on earth God permits the suffering of the believer for the purpose of blessing.  Sin also causes suffering in the form of divine discipline for believers only (the royal family of the LJC).  Suffering like salvation is a challenge to God’s grace provision for all believers.  Suffering demands a working objectivity for the believer’s faith.  And the angels observe the believer’s use of the faith-rest drill as God’s greatest provision for suffering.  Angels observe that believers through God’s grace provision and the problem solving devices (PSDs) can cope with ANY circumstance of life and glorify God through the suffering.  You demonstrate through these grace provisions of God to elect and fallen angels alike that God is fair and just in condemning fallen angels into the Lake of Fire.   

This also explains why chaos exists on earth.  The devil CANNOT improve on the Laws of Divine Establishment (LDE) even with his great genius he CANNOT control the world he rules!  God’s grace and provision are more powerful than his evil.  God still allows the evil and chaos to run its course but NEVER to the hindrance of fulfilling the POG on earth.

This also explains spirituality in the Church Age.  Spirituality is the filling of the Holy Spirit and residence in the power system of God and is designed to produce the characteristics of the LJC on earth through the believer!  Gal 4:19 “My children, with whom I am again in labor until (working hard to teach you the Word so that) Christ is formed in you…”   Gal 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness (spiritual life), faithfulness, (23) gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  Philip 1:20-21 “…according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. (21) For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

The filling of the Spirit is NEVER characterized by emotion or ecstatics because the LJC is not present on earth in the Church Age.  The purpose of the filling of the Spirit is to appreciate the LJC and to think like Him from the Bible doctrine resident in your soul.  Joel 2:28-29 "It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy (teach the Word of God), your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. (29) Even on the male and female servants I will pour out my Spirit in those days.”
The Angelic Conflict explains many things like the superiority of the Law of Spirituality over the Mosaic Law during the Age of Israel.  If Christ is greater than the angels and HE IS, revelation through the LJC is superior to the Mosaic Law, which was administered and revealed by elect angels along with Moses the entire Mosaic Law including the Spiritual part of it telling of the Messiah to come.  Christ fulfilled the Mosaic Law!  He is the Messiah!  Angels taught that in the Age of Israel.  Deut 33:2 “He said, ‘The Lord came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, and He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones (elect angels); at His right hand there was flashing lightning for them.”   Gal 3:19 “Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come (the LJC born in the flesh) to whom the promise had been made.”  Heb 2:2 “For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty…”
You must have these concepts in mind as we resume our study of the first woe.

(1) …and the key of the shaft of the abyss was given to him (Satan). 

Satan will be allowed to release his demons even opening the Abyss himself with a key given to him by God who controls history.  God allows Satan to do all this to bring him to his end but by first allowing him to release his anger upon the cosmic world.  Remember God uses finesse judgment: He allows evil to destroy evil and this is just the beginning.
The Opening of the Abyss - Arrogance Tortures Arrogance and Arrogance Destroys Arrogance

(2) Then he unlocked the entrance to the Abyss… 

Satan immediately unlocked the door or entrance to the Abyss, which is NOT a bottomless pit, to release the first demon assault army against the cosmic people of earth for five months to torture them but not to kill them.  This is relentless torture by the way with no means of escape.  Many considered death an escape and desired to die but death will never come for them.  They will be exposed to this torture and helpless against it!  I’m telling you that the Abyss is not a bottomless pit as it is sometimes described in other sources of literature and in some Bible translations.  It is a prison for demons.
You are wondering why Satan would allow this demon assault army to destroy his followers.  Satan is an ungrateful and unfair master and ruler to the people who reside in his cosmic system…his own loyal servants or slaves…whatever you want to call them.  They may not consciously believe they are serving Satan but by living outside the POG, they automatically live in the cosmic system as unbelievers or believers.  It’s a black and white situation…you’re either in the POG or in the cosmic systems of Satan…there is NO in between.   These people are enemies of the cross of Jesus Christ.  Philip 3:18-19 “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, (19) whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.”  This unfairness and ungratefulness is all a manifestation of Satan’s arrogance.  He has no compunction in regards to destroying his subjects because he has no honor and now he’s more desperate than ever and does not care.  He doesn’t need them anymore…he has his demons now!
(2)…with the result that smoke went up from the shaft like the smoke of a giant furnace… 

Smoke is present in both places in Hades where demons are imprisoned or incarcerated, Tartarus and the Abyss.  In our passage we are only dealing with the demons in the Abyss.  So as a result smoke will emerge from the Abyss as soon as it’s opened.  This will allow a smoke barrage so demons will emerge to wreck havoc and violence against the cosmic unbelievers and believers before they can realize what is happening.  Satan is pure arrogance.  Arrogance tortures arrogance and arrogance destroys arrogance.  You see Satan has no true sense of destiny nor does he have capacity for happiness.  He lost all of it when he became arrogant and rebelled.  All he knows now is to operate in arrogance.   And as desperate as he is, he can do nothing but escalate that violence against his servants, those residing in the cosmic system, including unbelieving Jews!  They are also his servants because of their refusal to believe in the true Messiah, the LJC.  Now he is doing away with them…he no longer needs them.  He has his most violent demons back in his command.
(2) …both the sun and the atmosphere were darkened because of the smoke from the shaft of the Abyss. 

Now the smoke emerges, darkens the sun and light from the atmosphere, and shields the first demon assault army’s attack.  These people won’t know what hit them.   They’ll be taken by surprise by the smoke, the darkness, the noise, and the sheer numbers of these ugly demons…truly horrific.
(3) And from the smoke came locusts that invaded the earth, and power was given to them like the scorpions have power on the earth. 

The first demon assault army is described as locusts (locusts look like large grasshoppers).  Let’s look in the book of Naham for an analogy.  Naham 3:15-16 “There fire will consume you, the sword will cut you down; it will consume you as the locust does. Multiply yourself like the creeping locust, multiply yourself like the swarming locust. (16) You have increased your traders more than the stars of heaven…the creeping locust strips and flies away.”  Locusts are always used in the Bible as an analogy of invading armies.  A real plague of locusts act just like this demon assault army will act when released from the Abyss.  When dormant or on their own or alone, locusts cause minimal damage or harm to crops but in the gregarious stage they are amassed and swarm together in rank and destroy everything in their path…they fill every bit of space and holes in a twelve mile swath!  They appear as a dark cloud on the horizon just before they arrive.  Nothing can stop them!  They are formidable.
This demon assault judgment is the first time in human history that demons violently attack human beings!  This attack is so terrible that they are described as locusts and scorpions.
The analogy here to scorpions refers to their painful sting.  These demons that appear like locusts and have a scorpion’s painful sting.  Scorpions have two venom glands that feed the stinger at the back of the tail which releases the venom.  One of the venoms is mild to stun and one is strong to put down larger prey.  Their sting is usually not fatal. Their stings produce only local effects (such as pain, numbness or swelling).  A few scorpion species, however, can be dangerous to humans.  Among the most dangerous is a scorpion known as the deathstalker, which has the most potent venom in the family.   Regardless, you get the picture.  These scorpion-like demons are going to swarm and sting those living in the cosmic system of Satan unmercifully over and over again (not just once) and they will be in agony from multiple stings.      
Target Restrictions from God are given to the First Demon Assault Army 
(4) And they were commanded that they should not injure the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree… 
Notice that they were commanded not to repeat the first trumpet judgment against the land mass, green things, and trees.  They were restricted from tampering with nature.  God has it set up this way.   He restricts their judgment and they are totally under divine command.  That says a lot about the preciseness of the POG now and in all dispensations.  God runs the show even without coercing the volition of His creatures.  

(4) …except the people (unbelievers and cosmic believers) who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

The people who DO NOT have the seal of God on their foreheads are unbelievers.  They are the targets of this demon army.  These have the mark of the beast/dictator, the number 666 embedded, tattooed, or marked somehow to distinguish them as followers of the beast/dictator and Satan himself. 
Now what is the seal of God and who has this seal?  This seal refers to the one given to Tribulational evangelists of Rev 7:4. “And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel…”   These are the believing Jewish evangelists who will bring the message of salvation to all unbelievers in the Tribulation and especially in the Middle East.   But it also includes Tribulational believers who will survive the Tribulation with all its horrors and adversity.  These particular believers in the Tribulation are fulfilling spiritual advancement that keeps them out of the cosmic system and harms way.  These are believers who reside in the POG for the Tribulation period and cannot be bothered by demons because they have the wall of fire around them.  Note that there will be accelerated spiritual growth in the Tribulation for those believers positive to the Word of God.  They will get the protection they need from these terrible woes.

This security applies to us as well in the Church Age.  Every believer in Jesus Christ is sealed at the moment of salvation by the Holy Spirit.  Eph 1:13-14 “In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation…having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

(14) who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.” The security of the seal we have is seen in Eph 4:30. “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”   Since the word seal means “a pledge, down-payment, or GUARANTEE, we know that every person who trusts Christ for salvation is secure forever.  Paul uses this term in Rom 15:28.  “Therefore, when I have finished this, and have put my seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of you to Spain.”  In Romans it means the safe deliverance of valuables entrusted to him.  Even so, Christ, to whom we have entrusted our souls, will bring us safely to Himself.

Torment and Restrictions for the First Demon Assault Army Against Those in the Cosmic Systems of Satan and its Results - verses 5-6 

To understand the torture or torment of this demonic tyranny on the human race, three things must be connected.  First, the word “darkness” or “darkened” (of verse 2).  Second, the world “power” (verse 3), and finally the word “torment” (verse 5).  The “sting” of these “locusts” is spiritual in nature and not necessarily physical although it will probably cause physical pain as result of the spiritual.  The torture is in man’s soul.  Instead of wasting green vegetation these creature/demons attack the souls of men.  Compare the similar affect of darkness in Rev 16:10-11.  “Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain, (11) and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.” This spiritual darkness is the “strong delusion" spoken of in 2 Thess 2:10-12. “…and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. (11) For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false,(12) in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.” This is what God permits to come upon those who “do not receive the love of the Truth so as to be saved.”  There is no misery that can compare to the tortured soul in those who reject the offer of full and free salvation!  They will even be prevented from finding escape in death, which is NO escape at all for those without Christ!

(5) Also they were not permitted to kill them, but to torture them for five months; and their torture is like the torture when a scorpion stings a man. 

They will not be allowed to kill the ones they are attacking…unbelievers and believers residing in the cosmic system. These people will be tortured unmercifully with great spiritual pain for five months for rejecting God and the LJC!  Can you imagine?  Actually they still have a chance to believe in Christ because of this.  Death will end that chance.  God knows there are some that will believe because of this torture.  The pain again is like that of a scorpion sting…not just one sting…but many, many stings…torture!  

Principles:
1. Satan possesses the optimum of arrogance and therefore, he can be classified as an arrogant leader.
2. Arrogant leadership is total pre-occupation with self.  The person is motivated by arrogant and inordinate competition.

3. An arrogant leader is constantly competing with everyone else around him including his subordinates in business and his contemporaries in social life.

4. As long as subordinates are useful and helpful to the leader, their tolerated or used.  This is why believers in the POG must do their job as unto the Lord and not for the approbation of man.

5. The moment something goes wrong, the arrogant leader will turn on you; fire you, make life miserable…the exact antithesis of gratitude.

6. Many of the people living in the Tribulation in the cosmic system were serving Satan even in the last days of the Church Age prior to the Rapture.
7. But now that Satan’s next defeat is near in the middle of the Tribulation, he turns on these people who served him with the first and second demon armies.  They are trampled down.

8. Arrogance in leadership progresses into greater evil by means of outside pressure…Satan’s pressure was that he was thrown out of heaven, his home, forever!

There are four types of demon attacks on man in human history.  We’ve studied them separately and I want to go over them briefly again for review.

1. The genetic attack – this was an attempt by Satan to hinder and prevent the LJC from coming into the human race to bring salvation to humans.  This attempt failed as you know.  Gen 6:1-3 “Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, (2) that the sons of God (fallen angels) saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they seized wives for themselves, whomever they chose.  (3) Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with (go all out for) man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.’"  
2. Demon possession – this is an attack upon unbelievers.  This is when demons enter the bodies of unbelievers only.  This is to try to stop Christianity and hinder believers from the spiritual life and power from the POG. This affects the body of the unbelievers.  In many cases they give consent but not in all (i. e. children).
3. Demon influence – this is an attack upon believers and unbelievers alike.  This is the most subtle and destructive of attacks at the present time…today in the Church Age.  It is the penetration of demon thinking into the thoughts and personalities of the believers and unbelievers, hence, the soul influence on anyone who is NOT living in the POG and filled with the Spirit. That means they live in the cosmic system the majority of their time.   This attack affects the soul.

4. The physical attacks of visible demons upon the people of the Tribulation.  That is the three “woes” of demon attacks in the middle of the Tribulation…the fifth, sixth, and seventh trumpet judgments.  

How will people in the Tribulation avoid these attacks?  

1. Unbelievers in the Tribulation by living by the Laws of Divine Establishment (LDE).
2. Believers in the Tribulation by living in the POG.

3. The 144,000 Jewish evangelists cannot be attacked and will not be.  They will be protected by God.

How do believers avoid these demon attacks?  Believers will avoid the attacks by residing in the POG during that horrible time, and by growing spiritually.  These believers are the ones who will survive and be brought into the start of the millennial period after the Second Advent of our LJC, which ends the Tribulation.  

Whenever you read the Gospel Book of Matthew and I hope you do read the Bible, note that there is absolutely no information in that book about the Rapture of the Church.  Only the Second Advent is taught in this book.

 (6) As a result men in those days will seek death but they will not find it; they will have an intense desire to die, and death will elude them. 

Unbelievers and believers living in the cosmic system that will be tortured by the demon assault army will desire death so they could be relieved from the painful torture of these demons.  Isn’t this ironic?  Instead of using their volition to seek the LJC and salvation, they scream for death…any end to stop the pain but the greatest end…salvation.  These people have “locked in” negative volition from so many bad decisions and from saying no to the wonderful Gospel of the LJC.  Their souls are so hardened to the Truth and God’s grace, that it is extremely sad.  They are so self-centered from living in Satan cosmic system that they cannot see the solution…the LJC!  They are so arrogant that it has blinded them to the one solution that could have saved them.

Let’s look at arrogance versus humility and the results in the Scriptures.  God warns us repeatedly about arrogance and that we must humble instead. Arrogance always receives divine punishment.  Don’t fall into its trap.

Rom 12:1-2 “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. (2) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”   1 Pet 5:5-6  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. (6) Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time…”  Here you see in Luke and in first Timothy the function of cosmic one…self-centeredness, which results in self-justification, self-delusion, and self-absorption.  Luke 14:11 "For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."  1 Tim 6:3-4 “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words (Truth), those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness (the spiritual life), (4) he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions…” 

Principles: demon violence against mankind.
1. These demons are capable of two types of violence: indirect and direct violence.

2. Indirect violence is that in which the demon must possess an unbeliever and use him or her as a vehicle for his violence or expression of violence.  Man against man violence.  All terrorism, criminal activity, functions of religious cults in idolatry, religious wars, and organizations like the Russian KGB are all a result of either this indirect violence by a demon possessed or influenced unbeliever or demon influenced believer.  

Demon influence is a subtle form of instigating violence from the cosmic system and is the source of the most violence today including any form of arrogance, hatred, vindictiveness, revenge etc.  The only exception to this is military action due to war.

All believers and unbelievers living in the cosmic systems of Satan are target of demon violence.  Remember Satan is NOT loyal nor does he care about his servants’ well-being.  He only cares if he needs them to further his plan.

3. Direct violence by demons is the phenomenon reserved for the last half of the Tribulation - this category uses three visible demon armies for he attach in the last half of the Tribulation.  They are as follows:
a) The assault army from the Abyss under the command of Abaddon, Satan’s second in command - these demons will assault all unbelievers and believers in the cosmic system and torture them for five months; however, none of their victims will be permitted to die.

b) The assault army from under the Euphrates commanded by four of Satan’s generals - these demons will assault and viciously kill unbelievers and believers in the cosmic system. 

c) The last assault will be Satan’s strongest.  This is his elite guard so to speak, under the command of Satan himself.  They will attack all Jews.  This will be the greatest and fiercest attack against the Jews in all of human history.  It is Satan’s last attempt to stop the POG and the Second Advent of our LJC. 
God Makes War against the Arrogant but Gives Grace to the Humble
Regarding the unbelievers and believers that will be assaulted by these demon armies in three phases, is that these are deep cosmic citizens of Satan living in the Tribulation period.  During the first assault they will all try to commit suicide because of the torture and torment they will receive but will fail and will not die.  This is their last chance to change their minds about Jesus Christ…the Savior of the world before the other demon assaults, which are designed to kill.  Lengthy living in the cosmic systems causes extreme arrogance.  Arrogance becomes irrational and the influence of the cosmic system is greater than sanity and rational truth…it is insidious!  These people are not in their right minds because of their lengthy residence in the cosmic systems of Satan…they are too far gone and deluded, they cannot think rationally any longer.  This is soul distress due to bad decisions and also due to the constant disasters and judgments they are subject to.  They have lost their power to make right decisions because they are making decisions from a position of weakness brought on by their residence and delusion in the cosmic systems, which resulted from their prior consistent bad decisions.  

These citizens (both unbelievers and believers) have two options left…their only hope: 
1. Believers must desire relief in the Truth, confess their sins, and enter the POG for the Tribulation or return to it.

2. Unbelievers must believe and accept the LJC as Savior through hearing the Gospel message, which they will still be able to get even in this mess.  God is powerful and can still save those who are still alive.  Hopefully they will see and believe.  Many of them have locked in arrogance and will not do so in defiance.

Principles:

1. Once decisions from free will are made to live in the cosmic systems, the person involved loses the ability to make good decisions from a position of strength.

2. Bad decisions are made from a position of weakness…the cosmic systems.  Good decisions are made from a position of strength…the filling of the Spirit and living in the divine POG for the Tribulation period.

3. Free will loses its power to make good decisions in the cosmic system.  All decisions made under the influence of arrogance and evil, trademarks of the cosmic systems of Satan, are made from a position of weakness, which is like wading through mud…a vicious cycle that is set in.  All decisions made from the divine power system of God, however, are made from a position of strength.
4. Position of strength is another way of saying the filling of the Holy Spirit, objectivity from impersonal love, flexibility from humility, Bible doctrine resident and applied from the stream of conscience of the soul, etc.

5. The one decision an unbeliever in the cosmic system can make is the decision to believer in the LJC.

6. The one decision a believer in the cosmic system can make is to rebound and get back into the POG for the Tribulation.

7. This would clear each category of cosmic citizens and give them either a position of strength in grace for eternal salvation or recovery of fellowship with God.

8. All other decisions made in the cosmic realm are made from positions of weakness therefore, the inevitability of disaster and torture from those decisions.

9. The believer living in the POG for the Tribulation is designed to make decisions from a position of strength.  The believer living in the cosmic system is designed to make decisions from a position of weakness.  These are inevitable. 

Please understand, while Tribulational believers do not have the same POG that we have.  They do not have the Church Age benefits of the Holy Spirit’s filling or indwelling but they will possess its equivalent under the logistical grace provision of Bible doctrine and its application to experience in the Tribulation.  God knows what He is doing and will provide every means possible for them as well.

Let’s just review the four great attacks by demons upon mankind.

1. The first attack is the antediluvian attack of Genesis, chapter 6 – a sexual infiltration by super demons upon human women to dilute the human race to prevent the incarnation of Christ…the hypostatic union and thus to prevent the Lord from going to the cross to provide our so great salvation.  1 Pet 3:18 “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit…”  This is an overt attack from visible demons.
2. The second attack is in progress right now in the Church Age.  It involves demon possession of unbelievers, whereby, demons enter the bodies of unbelievers and totally take over their bodies and personalities.  This is done by invisible demons.  This enables the demons to cause man’s hostility toward and against man in violence.
3. The third attack, which is the greatest attack upon human history and the most widespread, is the demon influence attack.  This is the function of Satan’s fallen angels penetrating the soul and personality of believers and unbelievers alike with doctrines of demons...Satanic thinking.  These people are residents of the cosmic systems of Satan and in a position of weakness so much so they cannot help but believe his lies and act upon his influence.  This is done by invisible demons as well.  This also causes man’s violence against mankind.
4. The fourth attack will not come until the middle of the Tribulation period.  Here as stated previously in our study, demons will directly attack with violence, members of the human race bodily…a first.  They will be visible and vicious in torturing and killing during these attacks.   Demons are capable of two types of violence.  Here it is direct demon attacks on human bodies.  In attacks two and three it is a violence that pits man against man in violence. 
The Description of the Locust Appearance of the First Demon Assault Army
There are seven figures of demon influence described as “locusts” in verses 7-10.
1. Battle horses - for battle the locust demons of the first assault army are described in terms of cavalry (armies on horseback).  That means they had mobility, firepower, and shock!  They will be able to cover the entire world with their five month torture!  This is a picture of pure power!
2. Crowns - the gold crown mentioned in the verse most likely is a military insignia speaking of their rand and that could be a kind of patch worn on their uniform.  These types of demons are found in the following passages of Scripture and are called “princes” in Dan 10:20 and “spiritual forces of evil” in Eph 6:12. “Then he said, ‘Do you understand why I came to you? But I shall now return to fight against the prince of Persia; so I am going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to come.”  Eph 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” It doesn’t mean a literal crown that is worn on their head because we can see from the word “like” in the Greek word hos that it’s a comparative word.  It says it is like a gold crown, so it is not a literal crown but more like the patch or insignia with a gold crown on the patch.  Their patch is probably worn on their shoulder and is significant in that it stands for victory to them. All military patches have great significance to the units involved.  The patch implies that they think they are a victorious army!  All the demon armies are now incarcerated in their respective prisons under the earth, sea, and River Euphrates.  They are training…preparing for victory right now!  They will come out of the Abyss shouting “victory.”  It is, however, a false hope! 
3. Faces - they have faces of men indicating the appeal of intelligence and reason.  The fact is that demons do appear as men but have greater intelligence and adaptability than men.  Genesis chapter 6 was the last time they appeared as men to mankind except for “visions” or appearances of them in the Old Testament.  
4. Hair like women – a woman’s hair is her glory.  1 Cor 11:15 “…but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her. For her hair is given to her for a covering.”  With these demons, the long hair represents a false glory and the seductive appeal of doctrines of demons.   1 Tim 4:1 “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons…”
5. Lion’s teeth – they devour souls as lions devour flesh.  1 Pet 5:8 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
6. Iron breastplates – refers to an irresistible advance by these demons.

7. Wings – the rapid assault as of chariots and horses.  

The “sting” of their tails is the sting of sin.  1 Cor 15:55-56 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? (56) The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law…”  This sting of sin ends in the second eternal death of all unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment and is mentioned in Rev 20:6.  “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death (the Great White Throne Judgment) has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”  The five months refer to the normal life-cycle of locusts.  They will live out their full cycle of judgment on the earth.
(7) The appearance of the locusts-demons was like cavalry horses prepared for warfare; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.
(8) Furthermore, they (the demons) had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of a lion. 

Here’s some information for you to understand the antiquity of these demons or length of time they have been around and about their reputations!  Well they’ve been around for ages and ages.  We know they have existed AT LEAST since human history began and we can conclude that they were around for a long while before because of the angelic conflict.  
Let’s take a look at some things related to them…fable versus mythology.  A fable is a made up story…fiction…for us to enjoy reading about.  Mythology or myths, however, are stories but from anonymous origins prevalent among primitive peoples and accepted by them as truth.  This accepted truth concerns supernatural beings and events or natural beings and events influenced by supernatural agencies.  
Mythology is not made up.  It is carried down through the ages.  Mythology is a history of demonism as demonism was brought into the human race and also an explanation of certain natural phenomena as well as supernatural phenomena.  Many of the gods of mythology as you have been taught before are absolutely beautiful creatures…and powerful…far superior than mankind…like Zeus, Apollo, Aries, Hercules, Pan, Mercury, Eros, Thor, Hades, Athena, Europa, and Venus to name but a few.  I wanted to make it perfectly clear that there are superior or supernatural beings that have been around a lot longer probably than any of us and man hasn’t’ a chance against them!  This is what man is up against and in the Tribulation they are visible, violent forces to be reckoned with.  Thank God we will not be present when they show themselves again. 

Now we’ll get into the description of these demon armies.  Verse 8 indicates that they had hair like women.  In the Greek language of the New Testament this means they are extremely beautiful…just like the Nephilim of Genesis chapter 6!  The long hair of women in the Bible is always a symbol of beauty and these demons are beautiful in their physique.   In Ezekiel we have a description of Satan, the most beautiful of all the angels, before and after his fall.  Neither he nor his demons have changed in their appearance.  They are all still beautiful with perfect physiques with super strength.  However, Satan because of his desperation at the end of the Tribulation, will be describes as a red dragon because of his violence and extreme hatred toward God and mankind especially the Jew.  Ezekiel is talking about both the King of Tyre first then with a parallel description of Satan.  Let’s look at Eze 28:12-17.  "Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, thus says the Lord GOD, ‘You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  (13) You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the ruby, the topaz and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in you. On the day that you were created they were prepared. (14) You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire. (15) You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you. (16) By the abundance of your trade (rebellion against God and antagonism toward Him) you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned (the sin of arrogance); therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. (17) Your heart was lifted up (pride and arrogance come before a fall) because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, that they may see you.”   The great beauty described here also lured or trapped human women in Genesis 6 and you know what resulted. 
These demons are also described in verse 8 as having teeth like the teeth of a lion.  Lion’s teeth always indicate great power in the Bible.  Both beauty and power indicate the ruthlessness of these demons.  Beauty attracts the victim, then beauty destroys…just like in Genesis 6.  They used their power and beauty to attract the women of the human race and attempted to destroy it while having their fun…they use everyone and everything they can to destruction.  

This is not only a surprise army in that they are beautiful but a destructive one indicated by the teeth.  The teeth represent their torture system.  The long hair of these demons not only attracts but also demonstrates the fact that they are anti-establishment and anti-God.  You see long hair is for women only in the Bible.  That is that women had to wear their hair longer than their husband’s as a sign of respect.  It showed that the wife was under the authority of her husband.  Many men probably had longish hair but their wives had to have hair longer than their husbands as commanded.   1 Co 11:8-15 “For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; (9) for indeed man was not created for the woman's sake, but woman for the man's sake. (10) Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. (11) However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. (12) For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God. (13) Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? (14) Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, (15) but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering.” 
(9) Also they had breastplates of iron… 

Breastplates of iron indicate that human beings have no defense against these demons unless they are believers protected by the “wall of fire.”  Believers have no power to cope with demons in the Tribulation period except for the fact that some of them have logistical grace.  They receive this logistical grace if they are walking in fellowship with the Lord through Bible doctrine resident in their souls.  These demons are invulnerable and they cannot be harmed.  Weapons will be useless against them…any weapons…nothing destroys them.  The believers’ only defense…DIVINE PROTECTION…is Bible doctrine in their souls and the “wall of fire” around them because they are positive to the POG in the Tribulation period!   They must use the Faith-rest technique.  That is they must claim the promises of God for believers, apply the appropriate doctrine from their souls to their situation, and believe God will help them.  Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose (plan).” 

Principles from verse 9:

1. Breastplates of iron again emphasizes the fact that these demon assault armies are not vulnerable to human attack, which means believers in the Tribulation must rely on the daily residence in the POG as it is revealed in this or any dispensation.  Logistical grace is the motus operandi from heaven and the divine provision of the “wall of fire.”
2. In past dispensations God has given certain believers like prophets or Apostles the authority, power, and ability to cast out or exorcise demons.  However, no one can cast out or exorcise demons unless the unbeliever possessed wants it to happen and asks for help.  There are no exorcists today in the Church Age.  Only Moses, Isaiah, Elijah, and the Apostles were given this ability to exorcise demons in the Bible besides our LJC.

3. Beelzebub, a prince of demons in Satan’s horde of demons, has power to remove demons from humans when Satan wants it.  In other words, he has the power to indwell and remove at will if the unbeliever is a willing vessel and he does this to dupe or trick certain humans interested in these occult things.  This gets them far away from the Truth.  His false teachers are promoted by this.  You may have seen them on TV as miraculous healers.  This is a sham and a trick…not in all cases but in many.

4. Therefore, we have no power or authority over demons in the Church Age.  The victims must decide for themselves to get out of the power of the cosmic system.

5. We must leave the problems of demonism to God and avoid the arrogance of trying to thwart them ourselves because again we are powerless. 
6. Victory over evil’s power including both of the cosmic systems and attacks by demons cannot be attained by human works, self effort, magic formulas, or any incantations of a pious or sincere nature.

7. The whole basis for the believers’ protection today in the Church Age begins at salvation with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (union with the LJC), that moment when the Holy Spirit picks us up and unites us with the LJC.  This is one of the forty things we receive at the moment of salvation.  We share in the LJC’s everything…eternal life, His righteousness (+R), His destiny, His Son-ship, His heir-ship, etc.

8. Believers can only be demon influenced in their personalities and souls (i. e. like Schizophrenia) through residence and function in the cosmic systems of Satan.  Only unbelievers can be possessed in their bodies.  This is facilitated through drug addiction, occultism, and idolatry…all vehicles for possession.

9. Demon influence results in the distortion of Bible doctrine and gets the believer involved in some cult, rituals without reality (i. e. religious rites), arrogant human viewpoint, pseudo intellectualism, or self righteous crusading…the total arrogance picture.   
(9) …and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots plus many cavalry horses charging to battle. 

The wings are symbolic wings, not literal wings.  Here is some information about locusts:
1. A locust in flight is NEVER alone!  There are hundreds of thousands, if not millions in a single swarm.  The sound they make is awesome.  So you can imagine if this demon army is compared to locusts, that the sound they make going into battle is awesome as well causing great fear to their victims in the Tribulation.  Fear paralyzes.  One cannot think when in intense fear.

2. The bad decisions from a position of weakness for these cosmic believers and unbelievers result in their being victimized. 
3. The attack of the first demon assault army in the Tribulation occurs in a literal, visible, and audible sense for those who have reached the zenith of bad decisions!

4. Only those living in the cosmic systems of Satan will be recipients of torture for five months.

5. The unbeliever who is demon possessed and the believer who is demon influenced can only blame themselves because their volition is responsible for his possession or influence…residence in the cosmic systems.

The Demon Army is Described as Scorpions
(10) Also they have tails and sting like scorpions, and in their tails is their power to torment those men for five months. 

These demons are under limitations from God.  Yes, God only allows them so much power.  He allows only five months of torture because of His grace and justice, which is illustrated in verse 10.  There is no death…that’s the justice of God and the grace of God.  God is still giving them time to change their minds about Christ.  Amazing grace!  
Introducing Abaddon or Apollyon, Satan’s Lead General in his Demon Army 
(11) They have a king over them, the angel of the abyss; whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek, Apollyon.
Abaddon is a demon, probably a former cherub like Satan and Beelzebub were.  This demon king, who more pertinently should be called a general of Satan’s, is visible like all other demons in the Tribulation.  In the Church Age demons are invisible to mankind and will remain that way until the Rapture of the church.
Abaddon’s name means “place of destruction” or just “destruction” and is found many times in the Old Testament.  His name is used as a synonym for Sheol or Hades.  Job 26:6 "Naked is Sheol before Him, and Abaddon has no covering.  Pro 15:10-11 “Grievous punishment is for him who forsakes the way; he who hates correction will die. (11) Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the Lord, how much more the hearts of men!”   Job 28:22 “Abaddon and Hades (death) say, 'With our ears we have heard a report of it.’” Psa 88:11 “Will your grace be declared in the grave, your faithfulness in Abaddon?” This refers to his leadership in the first demon assault army.  Pro 27:19-20 “As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects man. (20) Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, nor are the eyes of man ever satisfied.” 

Abaddon’s name in Latin is Apollyon and is similar to the god, Apollo, the son of Zeus, a Titan demon.  The word Apollyon means “exterminator.  Abaddon or Apollyon deals in the realm of the military but another high demon “prince” in Satan’s command, named Beelzebub, deals in deceit in Satan’s cosmos.  Either name gets the point across.  This demon general is fierce and will cause great destruction and pain among the unbelieving Jews and gentiles in this last half of the Tribulation.

The 2ND Woe, the 6TH Trumpet in Response to the Imprecatory Prayers of the Trib Martyrs in Heaven

(12) The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things. 

Principles: Satan’s Waves of Attacks
1. The first two “woes” or invasions come in rapid succession.  First the spiritual darkness of demonic deception and soul torment of the evil population of the Tribulation and then this is followed five months later by a second invasion that will bring death to one-third of mankind! 

2. With three assaults altogether, we still two more demon assault armies that are going to attack.
3. The second assault army attack is called the sixth trumpet or the second woe.
4. The four demon generals leading the attack in the second woe are released by a command from the golden altar.  We have seen that the golden altar relates to the prayers of the saints…martyred Trib believers (Rev 8:3-5).  In Rev 6:9-10 we see the martyrs of the Trib praying to God for vengeance (imprecatory prayers).  This is in keeping with Rom 12:19. “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay’ says the Lord.’”  Now in answer to this prayer we have judgment.

5. It is very interesting that this army is bound under the River Euphrates sometime in the past.  It is significant that they are there because this was established by God as the boundary of Israel’s land-grant in the Abrahamic Covenant of Gen 15:28.  “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt (Nile) as far as the great river, the river Euphrates…’”   it also acted as the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire.  These four demon generals of Satan now let loose a great hoard of horsemen from under the Euphrates.  At the exact hour, day, month, and year they will act.  Jesus Christ still controls history!  If we compare Rev 16:12-16 with our verse, we see that the River Euphrates must be dried up to prepare for the invasion of “The Kings from the Rising Sun” in the Great Armageddon War waged against Israel just before the Second Advent of the LJC.  These kings are most likely from China and other parts of the Orient.  Several years ago a major magazine ran an article on Red China.  One of the most interesting things in this article was the statement that China had at that time 2,000,000 people in their military.  In the Armageddon campaign the Army from the East will be on horseback!
6. While the first demon army of our study here in chapter 9 is limited in its attack function to only five months of torture (not death) upon the Jewish and Gentile unbelievers and cosmic believers, the second army group is a killer army and it will kill its victims.
7. The seventh trumpet or third woe judgment does not actually occur until Rev 12:16 but it is first mentioned in Rev 11:15.
8. This third assault army is led by Satan himself and it is his elite guard army.  His main target is the Jews of the world.
9. The whereabouts of each army camp is also taught about in Revelation.  They are not allowed on earth until their assigned time by God.  Remember, Jesus Christ controls history.  The first army is located in the Abyss, which is part of Hades.  The second army is located under the Euphrates River.  The third army led by Satan himself is today located in the second heaven (the space above earth and in the universe).  There are about 200,000,000 million of these demons!  We’ll study about their expulsion from second heaven by the army of God’s elect angels led by the archangel, Michael, in Rev 12. 
10. Satan’s attack doesn’t end with these woes or army offensives.  He has other attacks as well.
11. In his next attack Satan uses people to attack Trib believers like the two great dictators of Rev 13.  
12. Then will come the judgment of the seven plagues or goblets judgments of Rev 15 & 16.
13. After this comes Satan’s final and greatest attack against the human race…ecumenical religion, which he will use against mankind as taught by God the Holy Spirit in Rev 17 & 18.
14. Then comes the great Second Coming or Second Advent of our LJC in Rev 19.
So can you see from the above principles an outline of what is to come.  You’ll also see that the Holy Spirit has placed a parenthesis in Rev 10:1 through Rev 11:14 right in between all the action.  We’ll see what it contains later in our study.
Additional Principles:

1. The problem with the first two attacks in these “woe” judgments is hat Satan uses his demon armies to attack his own human servants in two categories: cosmic believers influenced by demons and cosmic unbelievers influenced and possessed by demons.
2. While it doesn’t make sense to us and isn’t compatible with the genius of Satan, a study of the cosmic systems of Satan helps us understand what’s happening here.

3. *Arrogance (Satan is the originator of arrogance and he is also the epitome of arrogance) has no loyalty to arrogance!  You find this wherever people are organized.  Therefore, arrogant people with no capacity for love or integrity of character seek to destroy those in their periphery (area).
4. Loyalty demands integrity and arrogance is devoid of integrity.

5. Those who live and reside in the cosmic systems of Satan either lose it in the first place once they enter or in the second place do not and never did have integrity at all.  The Arrogance of the cosmic systems cancels out integrity, honor, virtue (from Bible doctrine), capacity for love, friendship, and capacity to command (i. e. Satan).

6. In the first two woes, Satan launches two hard core demon assault armies against his own human servants.  Once Satan is confined to this earth and no longer has access to the second heaven and the presence of God, which by the way he has now, he demonstrates in Revelation that with all his super genius, ability, personality, and attractiveness, he has lost his capacity to command because of his great arrogance and blind anger toward God and the human race especially the Jews.  He has lost all capacity to rule and he will leave his kingdom (earth) in shambles…destroyed!
7. First army is commanded by Abaddon. The second army is commanded by his four demon generals.  The third army is commanded by Satan.  This is his last reserve and elite army…all against the Jews, many of which are his own servants. 

Application of the Word of God
1. Even though believers and unbelievers of the cosmic system serve and have served Satan well, he’ll turn on them.  These believers and unbelievers that I tell you are servants of Satan in most cases don’t even realize they are serving him.  They are in the cosmic system because they are not in the POG.  You don’t have to consciously make a decision for Satan’s systems.  You automatically are in the cosmic system if you are not in the POG!  Unbelievers can be in the POG by believing in the LJC as their Savior.   Believers are in the POG when they are filled with the Spirit consistently, studying God’s Word everyday, and applying it…LIVING IT!  At any given moment in the believer’s life he is either in the POG or in the cosmic system as well.  A believer who fails to rebound or confess his sins to God the Father is in the cosmic system.  If he stays out long enough he lives in the cosmic system and thinks like Satan and the rest of the world who is not in the POG…believer or unbeliever…influenced by demons.  The believer who temporarily stays out…that is…sins and in a little while rebounds…only stays for a short time and most likely is not demon influenced because the Word of God resides in his soul.  It is when the believer stays out of the filling of the Spirit at length that he is in and is influenced by the cosmic system.  This is how the believer produces evil.  Evil is the thinking of Satan!
2. Human beings who reside in the cosmic systems of Satan do the same thing to others that Satan does…no loyalty to them.

3. These arrogant ones lack loyalty, gratitude and when under pressure will ignore loyal service from their subordinates.

4. Many Christians are shocked when discarded by these arrogant servants of Satan.

5. This happens in all organizations of life and all areas where arrogant management exists.  Arrogant people are just managers NEVER leaders.

6. Service to Satan in the cosmic systems has no guarantees but discard. 

Second Woe – Sixth Trumpet Judgment – Invasion by Second Demon Army from Under the Euphrates River 
(13) Then the sixth angel (Cherub) sounded his trumpet and I heard one voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God, 

The divine administration of this punishment again in review follows a chain of command: the command comes from the LJC and He delegates it to the flying Seraph angel called and eagle, which is the herald of Rev 8:13 our previous chapter study.  Then from this Seraph who is in charge of all three woes hands it down to the seven pursuivant or messenger wingless angels.  Each of these is in charge of one of seven Trumpet judgments (the last three being the three woes). 
The Command to Release the Second Demon Assault Army
(14) …and he (the Cherub angel) gave the order to the sixth angel (one of the seven messenger angels in the line of command) who had the sixth trumpet, ‘Release the four angels (the four demon generals of Satan) who have been incarcerated at the great river Euphrates.’
The Euphrates River is 1700 miles long.  It is one of the borders of the land given to the Jews.  Gen 15:18 “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt (Nile River) as far as the great river, the river Euphrates…’”   Joshua 1:4  "From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun will be your territory.”   This army group of demons is treacherous and fierce and they are separated from the army of the Abyss for a reason.   

The Time and Objective of the Second Demon Assault Army
(15) Then the four angels (four demon generals of Satan), who have been prepared for this very hour and day and month and year were released in order that they might kill one third of mankind. 

These demon generals will command their demon army to attack and kill one third of all human unbelievers and cosmic believers, especially the Jews.  In order to do this they will be very visible.  This is the second time in human history that demons have been visible.  They are NOT visible now in the Church Age.  They were visible in only one other period of human history and that was in Genesis Chapter 6 when demons had sex with human women and produced the Nephilim, super creatures, to dilute the human race to prevent God the LJC from becoming a man.  Satan’s scheme failed but he has never stopped trying to foil the POG. 
Principles

1. While demons in the past have attacked the human race, the only visible attack was in Genesis Chapter 6.  These were the mythical super creatures called Nephilim in the Bible that were born out of the union of demons and human women.

2. In the future once again there will be a direct visible attack on humans but this time it will take place in the Tribulation period called the three “woe” judgments.

3. Once Satan is confined to earth and no longer has access to heaven, he has no need for the majority of his human servants that he had prior to this time…believers and unbelievers alike.  So he uses this second attack group to destroy his own servants in his desperation and vile anger and hatred.  One third of mankind will be destroyed in this assault.  Remember one quarter of mankind had been destroyed earlier in the previous trumpet judgments but not in the first woe (demon assault army that tortured for five months).

4. Certain demon-possessed unbelievers will survive this attack but unfortunately for them will not change their attitude toward demon-possession even after five months of torture.  Locked in negative volition from too much rejection of the LJC and God’s plan in the past is the reason for this.  Prolonged residence in the cosmic system changes the values of a person…believer or unbeliever.  They become occupied with self and acquire “black out” of the soul.  They get deeper and deeper into darkness by the use of their own volition.   This is grounds for severe punishment as we can see in these verses.
(16) In fact the number of the armies of cavalry (men on horseback) was two hundred million; I heard their number. 

John literally heard the vast number of them and the tremendous noise they created as they attacked.  This is shock treatment from shear numbers of millions of them.  Can you imagine how incredibly shocked John must have been when Jesus showed this to him?  
The Description of the Demon Colors and the Result of Demon Weaponry

(17) And so (now you are going to get an analogy) I saw in the vision the horses and their demon riders (literal armies) each having breastplates the color of fire (reddish-orange) hyacinth (blue) and sulfur (yellow); and the heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions (powerful killing ability with emphasis on the power of the lions and not necessarily that they looked like lions); and fire plus smoke came out of their mouths. 

Here are some possibilities these colors represent in this verse from a military viewpoint.  The yellow sulfur could be gun powder weaponry designed to kill; the red fire could be flame throwers of possibly a Napalm type chemical or nerve gas weaponry…modern weaponry.  This is of course speculatory.  
(18) One third of mankind was killed by these weapon systems of fire, smoke, and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 

(19) For the power of the horses is in their tails and in their mouths; for their tails are like snakes having heads and with them they cause painful death.
The real power is found in their tails and mouth…their authority to kill.   Isaiah tells us that “tails spoke of religious leaders who teach falsehoods.  Isa 9:15 “The head is the elder and honorable man, and the prophet who teaches falsehood is the tail.”  Their tails are possibly analogous to tanks today with weaponry systems by which they attack.  Tails here is analogous not literal.  
This description of snakes emphasizes that like poisonous or venomous snakes, their power is in their mouths.  These systems deliver death to only one third of cosmic residents. 
When we conclude the study of this chapter, we’ll see that in these last verses there are “some” cases of demon-possessed unbelievers who are protected from this group of killer demons.  These arrogant beings are immune because they will later become involved in the greatest attacks against the Jews…the third “woe.”  This “woe” is also called the seventh trumpet judgment and it will pit demon against man with religion being behind the attack! 

The Arrogance of Cosmic Survivors
(20) And the rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues did not even change their minds about the works of their hands (idolatry…the making of idols to worship)… 

As you can see by this verse, Satan purposely spared these demon-possessed unbelievers not out of loyalty to them at all but for the purpose of using them in his third demon assault attack against the Jews.  The only difference between these hardcore demon-possessed unbelievers and the demons in the assault army is that the demons are inside the bodies of these unbelievers with locked in negative volition against God and ripe for the using…willing participants…idol worshippers…full of hate!    This is Satan’s final attempt to destroy the POG and the Jews and he goes all out in using all the evil he can against them. The greatest statement of the hardness of the human heart is found in verses 20-21.  After all the misery brought on the world because of rejection of Christ, they still refuse to change their minds (repent in the Bible) and believe!  

Notice that the “works” they refuse to change their minds about involves demonic worship…idolatry.  The Tribulation will be the greatest time of religion the world has ever known.  

Principles
1. These demon-possessed survivors produce the action of the verb in this verse by refusing to be delivered through faith in Christ.  Any one of them could have but did not! ! ! These are entrenched in living in the cosmic system and you can see the result of their scar tissue.
2. The same applies today…the only way to get out of demon-possession is faith in Christ…a crucial eternal decision.  The believer however, in the cosmic system must rebound or confess to be delivered out of it.

3. The only hope for Tribulation unbelievers in the cosmic system is the same as today…belief in the LJC. 

(20) …so that they did not stop worshiping demons and the idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, idols which are not able to see or to hear or to walk.
The demons in this verse are of course fallen angels.  Let’s look at the word for demon in the Greek.  It is dimon or dimonion, which denotes the god of polytheistic worship…idol worship.  This verse refers to a specific group of invisible demons or disembodied spirits of fallen angels that seek to invade the bodies of idolaters (unbelievers) in the worship of false idols.  These demons once had bodies in the antediluvian time that is, before the great flood in Genesis.   Now in the Church Age they are disembodied spirits and still love idolatry.  Demons cluster around idolatry to be able to possess the bodies of those worshipping the idols and those who are doing this desire it.  It is all part of the Phallic Cult and other idolatrous cults around the world and in every language.  Deut 32:16-17 "They made Him jealous with strange gods; with abominations they provoked Him to anger.  (17) They sacrificed to demons who were not God, to gods whom they have not known, new gods who came lately, whom your fathers did not dread.”  Psa 106:34-39 “They did not destroy the peoples, as the Lord commanded them,(35) but they mingled with the nations and learned their practices,(36) and served their idols, which became a snare to them. (37) They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons, (38) and shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was polluted with the blood. (39) Thus they became unclean in their practices, and played the harlot in their deeds.”

It all started with the god of this world, Satan and his fallen angels in millennia past.  Remember I told you about the Greek and Roman gods of mythology and that they are truly the demons of Genesis chapter 6 and their offspring are called Nephilim…super creatures that are the result of a demon/human women coupling.   Some of the gods I told you about and that you have heard in the past are the demon Zeus (Jupiter in Latin) who married his sister, Hera (Juno in the Latin) and that produced their offspring (Nephilim) a daughter called Athena (Minerva in the Latin).  His other children by Hera or Juno are Mars, Aries, and Vulcan.  His children by Litona, the goddess of the darkness, are Phoebus (L), Apollo (Gk), and his sister/twin Artemus (L) or Diana (Gk).  Zeus’ children by Dione were Venus (L) or Aphrodite (Gk).   Oceanus, a Titan, is the father of Dione.  These are just a few of the mythological gods mentioned here but all are violent, dark, and were idolatrous…all!  The practice has been handed down through the ages.
Back to our verse…all of the idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood, that they worshipped were made by these demon possessed unbelievers in the Tribulation.  Idolatry is a trap and a snare to the Jews and it always has been.  It has been their downfall.  Look at what the Bible says about idolatry: 1 Cor 10:14-21 “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. (15) I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say. (16) Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? (Communion) (17) Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread. (18) Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar? (19) What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? (20) No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons. (21) You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”  1 Tim 4:1 “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons (from living in cosmic system # 2 of Satan’s plan), (2) by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron…” 

(21) …furthermore, they did not change their minds about their murders… 

These unbelievers in the cosmic system of Satan that survived still refuse to stop their blaspheming against God by their constant partaking in idolatrous worship.  They take part in human sacrifice, violent induced sacrifices that are practiced in the Phallic Cult through demon-possessed unbelievers…pawns of Satan.  This is religion induced and a frenzied violence from idolatrous worship…emotions gone wild…which causes murderous rampages and human sacrifice.  
(21) …nor of their sorceries nor about their fornications…

It also involves black magic, sorcery or witchcraft, necromancy, drug addiction (which plays a huge part in idolatry), demon-possession and demon worship, frenzy related to Apollo and the Oracle of Delphi and/or the Phallic Cult and the worship of Baal, which includes all kinds of fornication and orgiastic involvement.   The word “sorceries” refers to drug-addiction or the use of drugs in Satan’s religion of idolatry…the Phallic Cult and worship of Baal.   Yet for all this, God still desires the salvation of these people.  His attitude is expressed in Eze 18:23.  "Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord God, "rather than that he should turn from his ways and live?”  Read Ezekiel chapters 30 and 32 also.  Again we see God’s attitude in the following New Testament passages: 1 Tim 2:1-8 and in 1 Peter 3:1-9.  
God’s way of escape from judgment has always remained the same for unbelievers:  change your mind about Christ and believe.  This is adjustment to the justice of God, which makes you turn from self-dependence to faith in Jesus Christ.  Act 17:30-31 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent (change their minds about Jesus Christ)” (31) because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man (Jesus Christ) whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." 
(21)…nor about their thefts.
Here criminality is demon inspired and these unbelievers are involved heavily in all kinds of it in the Tribulation.  Evil is personified.  
All of the above activity in idolatry is demon inspired and all attack the sacredness of God’s institutions and The Word of God.  The attacks are against the sacredness of life, privacy, and property and against the Gospel of our LJC and His Word.

Man doesn’t change his mind under demon pressure or divine discipline as you can see here in the Tribulation and what’s even more bizarre is they don’t even change their minds in perfect environment like Eden or the Millennium!  This insidiousness comes from within man…his sinful nature and negative volition to the POG.  The only antidote for unbelievers is one decision to believe in the LJC and THAT alone will release them.   Unfortunately many are blind.  2 Cor 4:3-4 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  Scary isn’t it?  But as long as they are alive there is hope. 

Denials that Characterize the End Time of Church Age
1. The Denial of God.  Luke 17:25 “But first He (Jesus) must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.”  2 Tim 3:4-5 “…treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, (5) holding to a form of godliness (human good), although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. 
2. The Denial of Christ.  1 John 2:18 “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.”  1 John 4:3 “…and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.”  2 Pet 2:1 “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”
3. The Denial of Christ’s Return.  2 Pet 3:3-4 “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, (4) and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?’ For ever since the fathers fell asleep (died), all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.’" 
4. The Denial of the Faith.  1 Tim 4:1-2 “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons (religion), (2) by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron…”  Jude 1:3 “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you fight earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints (believers).” 
5. The Denial of Sound Doctrine.  2 Tim 4:3-4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled (hear only what they want to hear), they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, (4) and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.”
6. The Denial of Separated Life (Experiential Sanctification, which is living the POG).  2 Tim 3:1-7 “But realize this, that in the last days, difficult times will come. (2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, (3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, (4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, (5) holding to a form of godliness (religion), although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these. (6) For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins (no confession of sins), led on by various impulses, (7) always learning and never able to come to the knowledge (Epignosis) of the truth.”
7. The Denial of Christian Liberty or Freedom.  1 Tim 4:3-4 “…men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. (4) For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude…”
8. The Denial of Spirituality or the Filling of the Spirit. 2 Tim 3:1-8 “But realize this, that in the last days, difficult times will come. (2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, (3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, (4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, (5) holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. (6) For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, (7) always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (8) Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith.”
9. The Denial of Authority. 2 Tim 3:4 “…treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God…” 

We’ll end Revelation chapter 9 with Louis Sperry Chafer’s Doctrine of Demons.  It’s short and to the point but very powerful.  We have already studied most of the points in this doctrine but it never hurts to repeat.  That is how you learn a subject, through repetition.  Also you can never learn this doctrine too often because the schemes of the devil are numerous, cunning, and effective to most of mankind, sad to say.  Satan is your arch-enemy.  But God loves you and has provided EVERYTHING you need to resist the demonic influence and live happily and content.  

Don’t take for granted the spiritual power you have in Christ, the Holy Spirit, God the Father.  They are your family.  The Word is your textbook and the plan God has for you is unique to live your life completely and fully unto Him.  Then you can bring the Good News to the lost.  Let you light shine, kids.
DOCTRINE OF DEMONS
Compiled from L. S. Chafer, “Systematic Theology,” vol. II, 113-121; VII, 115-118.
1) In the oldest promise in history (Gen 3:15) the work of redemption and demonic interference in that work are inseparable.  Gen 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel." 
2) This single verse contains all major elements of the doctrine of the Angelic Conflict.  
a) Satan is the author and authority of al evil. Isa 14:12-14 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! (13) But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. (14) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'” 2 Pet 2:4 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into Hades and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment…”   Jude 1:6 “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day…”   Rev 12:4 “And his tail swept away a third of the stars (angels) of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon (Satan) stood before the woman (Israel) who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he (Satan) might devour her child (Jesus Christ).” 

b) Christ, “seed of the woman,” delivers mankind.   Col 1:13 “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son…”   Heb 2:14-15 “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same (God became a man), that through death (spiritual) He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, (15) and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” 
c) Thus the primary factor of the Angelic Conflict is human volition between grace and Truth, or sin and evil.  The minds of men become the battlefield of satanic attack.  2 Cor 10:3-6 “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, (4) for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. (5) We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, (6) and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.”
3) The intensity of this conflict is seen in Gen 6:1-13.  
a) “Sons of God” are fallen angels (or demons).   Job 1:6 “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.  Job 2:1 “Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord.  Job 38:7 “When the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”
b) “Daughters of men” are unsaved “women” (object of satanic hate). 
c)  “Giants” are Nephilim called fallen ones, “mighty men,” mythical sons of the “gods” (who are demons).  1 Cor 10:20 “No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.”

d) This was the teaching of the ancient Jewish synagogue.
e) Hellenistic Jews at, before, and after the time of Christ.
f) The early church, up to the apostasy of the 4TH century when Catholicism itself was established and then established the worship of angels and celibacy.  2 Pet 2:4-6 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; (5) and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; (6) and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter…” 
4) Christ warned that the Church Age would increase up to this same intensity climaxing in the Tribulation.
5) This coming climax of demonism results from:
a) Satan and his angels cast out of heaven mid-Tribulation. Rev 12:7-10 “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, (8) and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. (9) And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. (10) Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.’” 
b) Release of demons from the Abyss.  Rev 9:1-11. 
6) The enmity of Satan’s seed is physically manifested in the antichrist, the son of perdition (destruction).
2 Thess 2:3-9 “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction (Satan).  (4) Who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.  (5) Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was teaching you these things? (6) And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. (7) For the mystery of lawlessness (sin) is already at work; only he who now restrains (God the Holy Spirit) will do so until he (God the Holy Spirit) is taken out of the way. (8) Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; (9) that is, the one whose coming (our LJC) is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders…”
7) During the Church Age demonism has two basic manifestations:

a) Spiritism – all witchcraft practices, magic, occult, demon possession etc.  Act 8:7 “For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed.”  Acts chapters 9-11 (please read them),  Act 13:6, 8 “When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus, (8)  But Elymas the magician (for so his name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the source of faith.”   Act 19:19 “And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.” 
b) Religion – doctrines o demons that include cults, humanism, communism, and socialism. The objective is revealed in Acts 3:8 above, which says “seeking to turn away from the source of faith.”

8) The tactic in all areas of demonism is to promise great happiness, instantly.  Satan always promises a “short-cut.”  Instead the payback is ALWAYS MISERY!

a)   When a believer accepts Satan’s “short-cuts” he immediately loses inner happiness (joy) and becomes a slave to the law of “diminishing returns.”  This leads to a gradual decline into demon influence.  Eph 4:17-18 “So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, (18)  being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart…”   Balaam is an example in Numbers 22.  Please read this chapter in the Book of Numbers.
b)    Every battle a believer wages is ultimately against demonic powers.  Eph 6:10-12 “Finally, you be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. (11) Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. (12) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 2 Cor 10:3 “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh…”
9) To have victory the believer must:
a) Know the subtle strategy of Satan, whose primary goal is to cut the believer off from Bible teaching!  2 Cor 11:3 “But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”
b) Constantly depend on the provision of Spiritual strength.

c) Resist each attack in the energy of the Spirit of God and the Word of God.  (There is no filling of the Spirit apart from the filling of the Word).
Close in Prayer 

Father, never let us be apathetic to your Word, plan or purpose.  Give us momentum and motivation to stick with it and win the race before us.  Help us to be winners and glorify Christ in this life on earth and in the heaven. We ask this in Jesus Christ’s name, Amen.
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